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An humble ADDRESS to both Houfes 
of PARLI AMEN T *. 


By M. B. D r a p i e r. 


Mult a gemens igrxminiam plagajque fuperli 
Victor is. 


T Have been told, that petitions and addrefTes, to 
| either king or parliament, are the right of every 
lubject; provided theyconlift with that refpe^t 
which is due to princes and great affemblies. Nei¬ 
ther do I remember, that the modeft propofals or 
opinions of private men have been ill received, 
when they have not been delivered in the Bile of 
advice ; which is a prefumption far from my thoughts. 
However, if propofols fhould be looked upon as 
too affuming; yet I hope, every man may be fuf- 
fered to declare his own and the nation’s willies. 
For inftance ; I may be allowed to wilh, that fome 
further laws were enacted for the advancement of 


* This addrefs is without a date, but it appears to have been writ¬ 
ten during the h rt feffron of parliament in Lord Carteiet’s govern¬ 
ment. though it did not appear till it was inferted with the preceding 
letter in the Dublin edition of 1735. 

Among other inaccuracies in the Irifh edition, two dates are aligned 
to the following treft ; in the advertifement prefixed it is faid to 
have been written the firft feflion of Carteret’s government, and in 
the title page to be written before his arrival. 

Vol* IV. A trade. 







2 THE DRAPIER’s LETTERS. 

trade, for the improvement of agriculture, now 
ftrangely negletted againft the maxims of, all wife 
nations; for fupplying the manifeft defefts in the a.£ts 
concerning the plantation of trees ; for fetting the 
poor to work; and many others. 

Upon this principle I may venture to affirm, it is 
the hearty with of the whole nation, very few ex¬ 
cepted, that the parliament in this feffion would be¬ 
gin by llri£lly examining into the deteftable fraud 
of one William Wood, now or late of London, 
hardwareman -, who illegally and clandeftinely, as 
appears by your own votes and addrelfes, procu¬ 
red a patent in England for coining halfpence in 
that kingdom to be current here. r lhis I lay is the 
wifhof the whale nation, very few excepted-, and 
upon account ^of thofe few, is more ftrongly 
and juftly the wiffi of the reft: thofe few confuting 
either of Wood’s confederates, fome obfcure tradef- 
men, or certain bold UNDERTAKERS of weak 
judgement and ftrong ambition, who think to find 
their account in the ruin of the nation by fecuring 
or advancing themfelves. And becaufe fuch men 
proceed upon a fyftem of politics, to which I would 
fain hope you will be always utter ftrangers, I fhail 
humbly lay it before you. 

Be pleafed to fuppofe me in a ftation of fifteen 
hundred pounds a year, falary and perquifites ; 
and likewil’e poffeflfed of 800 1. a-year real eftate. 
Then luppofe a deftrudlive projedt to be on foot ; 
fuch, for inftance, as this of Wood ; which, if it 
fucceed, in all the confequences naturally to be ex¬ 
pelled from it, muft link the rents and wealth of 
the kingdom one half, (although, I am confident, 
it would have done fo five fixths). Suppofe, I con¬ 
ceive that the countenancing, or privately fupport- 
ing this project, will pleafe thole by whom I expedl 
to be preferred, or higher exalted : nothing then 
remains, but to compute and balance my gain and 
my lofs, and fum up the whole. I fuppofe that I 

fhail 







LETTER VII. 3 

fliall keep my employment ten years, not to men¬ 
tion a fair chance of a better. This at 1500 1 . a- 
year amounts in ten year? to 15,000 1 . My eftate 
by the fuccefs of the faid project finks400 1. a-year ; 
which, at twenty years purchafe, is but 6000 1. : 
fo that I am a clear gainer of 7000 1 . upon the 
balance. And during all that period I am poffeffed 
of power and credit, can gratify my favourites, 
and take vengeance on my enemies. And if the 
project mifearry, my private merit is ftill entire. 
This arithmetic, as horrible as it appears, I know¬ 
ingly affirm to have been pra&ifed, and applied in 
conjunctures, whereon depended the ruin or fafety 
of a nation : although probably the charity and 
virtue of a fenate will hardly be induced to believe, 
that there can be fuch monfterj among mankind. 
And yet the wife Lord Bacon mentions a fort of 
people (I doubt the race is not yet extinct) who 
would fet a houfe on hre for the convenience of 
roafting their own eggs at the flame. 

But whoever is old enough to remember and 
hath turned his thoughts to obferve the courfe of 
public affairs in this kingdom from the time of the 
revolution, muft acknowledge,that the higheft points 
of intereft and liberty have been often facrificed to 
the avarice and ambition of particular perfons upon 
the very principles and arithmetic that I have fup- 
pofed : the only wonder is, how thefe artills 
were able to prevail upon numbers, and influence 
even public aiTemblies to become inftruments for 
effecting their execrable defigns. 

It is, I think, in all confciencc latitude enough 
for vice, if a man in ftation be allowed to act in- 
juftice upon theufual principles of getting a bribe, 
wreaking his malice, ferving his party, or confut¬ 
ing his preferments, while his wickednefs terminates 
in the ruin only of particular perfons. But to de¬ 
liver up our whole country, and every living 
foul who inhabits it, to certain definition, hath 
A 2 not, 










4 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 

not, as I remember, been permitted by the moft fa* 
vourable cafuifts on the fide of corruption. It 
were far better, that all who have had the misfor¬ 
tune to be born in this kingdom, fhould be ren¬ 
dered incapable of holding any employment what¬ 
soever above the degree of a conftable, (according 
to the fcheme and intention of a great mini Her 
gone to his own place *'), than to live under the 
daily apprehenfion of a few falle brethren among 
ourfelves. Becaufe, in the former cafe, we lhould 
be wholly free from the danger of being betrayed, 
lince none could then have impudence enough to 
pretend any public good. 

It is true, that in this defperate affair of the new 
halfpence I have not heard of any man above my 
own degree of a fhopkeeper to have been hitherto 
fo bold, as in direct terms to vindicate the fatal pro¬ 
ject ; although I have been told of fome very mol¬ 
lifying exprefiions which were ufed, and* very 
gentle expedients propofed and handed about, when 
it fir ft came under debate ; but fince the eyes of the 
people have been fo far opened, that the moft ig¬ 
norant can plainly fee their own ruin in the fuccefs 
of Wood’s attempt, thefe grand compounders have 
been more cautious. 

But that the fame fpirit ftill fubfifts, hath mani- 
feftly appeared . (among other inftances of great 
compliance) from certain circumftances, that have 
attended fome late proceedings in a court of 
judicature *. There is not any common-place 
more frequently infilled on by thofe who treat 
of our conftitution, than the greateft happinefs and 
excellency of trials by juries ; yet if thisbleffed part 
of our law be eludible at pleasure by the force of 

* The late Earl of Sunderland. 

* Chief Juftice Whitfhcd, whofe method with a jury may he 
' een in the note which fo’Jovvs the “ Prcpofal for the ulc of Jrifh 

manufactures, and that at tiie end cf Seafonable advice to a 
V grand jury,’’ 


power 











LETTER VII. 5 

power, frowns, and artifice, we fhall have 
little reafon to boafi: of our advantage in this parti¬ 
cular over other hates or kingdoms in Europe. 
And furely thefe high proceedings, exercifed in a 
point that io nearly concerned the life-blood of the 
people, their neceffary fubfiftence, their very food 
and raiment, and even the public peace, will not 
allow any favourable appearance; becaufe it was 
obvious, that fo much Superabundant zeal could 
have no other defign, or produce any other etFedl, 
than to damp that fpirit railed in the nation againfi: 
this accurfed Scheme of William Wood and his 
abettors; to which fpirit alone we owe, and for e- 
ver mull owe, our being hitherto preferred, and 
our hopes of being preferved for the future, if it 
can be kept up, and Strongly countenanced by your 
wife alTemblies. I wifh I could account for Such a 
demeanor upon a more charitable foundation, 
than that of putting our interell in overbalance 
with the ruin of our country. 

I remember fome months ago, when this affair 
was frelli in difeourfe, a perlbn nearly allied to 
SOMEBODY, or (as the hawkers called him) 
NOBODY, who was thought deeply concerned, 
went about very diligently among his acquaintance, 
to lhew the bad coniequences that might follow 
from any public refentment to the difadvantage of 
his ally, Mr. Wood ; principally alledging tlm clan¬ 
ger of all employments being difpoied of from Eng¬ 
land. One of thefe emillaries came to me and 
urged the fame topic : I anfwered naturally, that I 
knew there was no office of any kind, which a man 
from England might not have, if he thought it 
worth his afking ; and that I looked upon all who 
had the difadvantage of being born here, as only 
in the condition of leafers and gleaners. Neither 
could I forbear mentioning the known fable of the 
countryman, who intreated his afs to fly for fear of 
being taken by the enemy; but the afs refufed to 
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give himfelf that trouble, and upon a very wife 
reafon; becaufe he could not poffibly change his 
prefent mafter for a worle: the enemy could not 
make him fare harder, heat him more cruelly, or load 
him with heavier burthens. 

Upon tliefe and many other confederations I may 
affirm it to be the wifh of the whole nation, that 
the power and privileges of juries were declared, 
afeertained, and confirmed by the legiflature ; and 
that whoever hath been manifeftly known to vio¬ 
late them, might be ftigmatized by public cenfure ; 
not from any hope that fuch a cenfure will amend 
their practices, or hurt their intereft, (for it may 
probably operate cpiite contrary in both), but that 
the nation may know their enemies from their 
friends. 

I fay not this with any regard or view to myfelf; 
for I write in great fecurity; and am relolved that 
none (hall merit at my expenfe, further than by 
fhewing their zeal to difeover, profecute, and con¬ 
demn me for endeavouring to do my duty in lerv- 
ing my country : and yet I am confcious to my¬ 
felf, that ! never had the leaf!: intention to reflect 
on his Majefty’s minifters, nor on any other per- 
fon, except William Wood, whom I neither did, 
nor do yet conceive to be of that number. However, 
fome would have it, that I went too far; but I 
fuppofe they will now allow themfelves miftaken. 
I am fure I might eaffiy have gone further, and I 
think I could not eaffiy have fared worfe. And 
therefore I was no further affected with their pro¬ 
clamation, and fubfequent proceedings, than a 
good clergyman is with the fins o£ the people. And 
as to the poor printer, he is now gone to appear 
before a higher, and before a righteous tribunal. 

As my intention is only to lay before your great 
affemblies the general wiffies of the nation ; and as 
I have already declared it our principal wifh, that 
your ftrft proceeding would be to examine into the 

pernicious 
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pernicious fraud of William Wood ; fo I muft add 
as the univerfal opinion, that all fchemes of com¬ 
mutation, compoiition, and the like expedients, 
either avowed or implied, will be of the moft per¬ 
nicious confequences to the public ; again ft the 
dignity of a free kingdom ; and prove an encou¬ 
ragement to future adventurers in the fame deftruc- 
tive projects. For it is a maxim, which no man 
at prefent difputes, that even a conivance to admit 
one thoufand pounds in thefe halfpence will pro¬ 
duce in time the fame ruinous effects, as if we o- 
penly confenred to admit a million. It were there¬ 
fore infinitely more fafe and eligible to leave things 
in the doubtful, melancholy ftate they are at 
prefent, (which however God forbid), and truft 
entirely to the general averiion of our people a- 
gainft this coin, tiling all honeft endeavours to pre- 
Jerve, continue, and increafe that averfion, than 
fubmit to apply thofe palliatives, which weak, per¬ 
fidious, or abje<ft politicians are, upon all occafions, 
and all difeafes, lo ready to adminifter. 

In the fmall compafs of my reading (which how¬ 
ever hath been more extenfive than is ufual to men 
of my inferior calling), , I* have obferved, that 
grievances have always preceded fupplies; and it 
ever grievances had a title to fuch a pre-eminence, 
it muft be this of Wood ; bccaufe it is not only the 
greateft grievance that any country could fuller, but 
a grievance of fuch a kind, that, if it llioutd take 
efte£t, would make it impoffible for us to give any 
fupplies at all, except in adulterate copper; unlels 
a tax were laid for paying the civil and military lifts, 
and the large peniions, with real commodities in- 
ftead of money ; which, however, might be liable to 
fome few objedlions as well as difficulties ; for altho’ 
the common foldiers might be content with beef, 
and mutton, and wool, and malt, and leather; yet 
I am in fome doubt as to the generals, the colo¬ 
nels, the numerous penfioners, the civil officers. 
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and others, who all live in England upon Irifh 
pay, as well as thofe few who reiide among us only 
becaufe they cannot help it. 

There is one particular, which although I have 
mentioned more than once in fome of my former 
papers, yet I cannot forbear to repeat, and a little 
enlarge upon it; becaufe I do not remember to have 
read or heard of the like in the hiftory of any age 
or country ; neither do I ever reflect upon it with¬ 
out the utmoft aftonilhment. 

After the unanimous addrefies to his Sacred Ma- 
jefty againfl this patent of Wood from both houfes 
of parliament, which arc the three eftates of the 
kingdom; and likewife an addrefs from the privy 
council, to whom, under the chief governors, the 
whole adminiflration is intruded ; the matter is 
referred to a committee of council in London. 
Wood and his adherents are heard on one fide; 
and a few volunteers without any truft or direction 
from hence, on the other. The queftion (as I re¬ 
member) chiefly turned upon the want of half¬ 
pence in Ireland : witneflfes are called on the be¬ 
half of Wood (of what credit, I have formerly 
lhewn *) : upon the iflue the patent is found good 
and legal; all his Majefty’s officers here (not ex¬ 
cepting the military) commanded to be aiding and 
aflii'ting to make it effectual; the addrefies of both 
houfes of parliament, of the privy council, and of 
the city of Dublin, the declarations of moft coun¬ 
ties and corporations through the kingdom, are al¬ 
together laid alide as of no weight, confequence, 
or confideration whatfoever, and the whole king¬ 
dom of Ireland nonfuited in default of appearance; 
as if it were a private caufe between John Dow, 
plaintiff, and William Row, defendant. 

With great refpect to thofe honurable perfons, 
the committee of council in London, I have not 


* In letter 3. 


under- 
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underftood them to be our governors, counfellors, 
or judges. Neither did our calc turn at all upon 
die queition, Whether Ireland wanted halfpence ? 
l 7 or there is no doubt, but we do want both half¬ 
pence, gold and filver; and we have numberlefs o- 
ther wants, and fome that we are not fo much as 
allowed to name, although they are peculiar to this 
nation, to which no other is fubjeft, whom God 
hath bleffed with religion and laws, or any degree 
of foil and funfhine; but for what demerits on our 
fide, I am altogether in the dark. 

But I do not remember, that our want of half¬ 
pence was either affirmed or denied in any of our 
addreffes or declarations againft thofe of Wood. 
We alledged the fraudulent obtaining and execut¬ 
ing his patent, the bafenefs of his metal, and die 
prodigious fum to be coined, which might be in- 
creafed by Health, from foreign importation, and 
his own counterfeits, as well as diofe at home ; 
whereby we muft infallibly lofe all our little gold 
and lilver, and all our poor remainder of a very 
limited and difeouraged trade. We urged, that 
the patent was palled without the lead: reference 
hither ; and without mention of any feeurity given 
by Wood to receive his own halfpence upon de¬ 
mand ; both which are contrary to all former pro¬ 
ceedings in the like cafes. Thefe, and many other 
arguments we offered ; but Hill the patent went on; 
and at this day our ruin would have been half com¬ 
pleted, if God in his mercy had not raifed an uni- 
verfal deteftation of thefe half-pence in the whole 
kingdom, with a firm refolution never to receive 
them, fince we are not under obligations to do fo 
by any law either human or divine. 

But, in the name.of God and of all juftice and 
piety, when the King’s Majefty was pleafed that 
this patent fhould pafs, is it not to be under- 
ftood, that he conceived, believed, intended it as a 
gracious a<ff, for the good and benefit of his fub- 
Vol.IV. ' B jeets, 
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je<fts, for the advantage of a great and fruitful 
kingdom, of the moft loyal fubjects upon earth, 
where no hand or voice was ever lifted up againft 
him ; a kingdom, where the palfage is not of three 
hours from Britain, and a kingdom where Papifts 
have Id's power, and lefs land than in England ? 
Can it be denied, or doubted, that his Majefty’s 
minifters underftood and propofed the fame end, 
the good of this nation, when they advifed the palling 
this patent? Can the peribn of Wood be otherwile 
regarded, than as the inftrument, the mechanic, the 
head-workman, to prepare his furnace, his fewel, 
his metal, and his Ramps ? If I employ a Ihoeboy, 
is it in view to his advantage, or to my own con¬ 
venience ? I mention the perfon of William Wood 
alone ; becaufc no other appears, and we are not 
to reafon upon furmifes ; neither would it avail, if 
they had areal foundation. 

Allowing therefore, (for we cannot do lefs), that 
this p'atent for the coining of halfpence was wholly 
intended by a gracious King, and a wife public- 
fpirited miniftry, for the advantage of Ireland ; yet 
when the whole kingdom to a man, for whofe good 
the patent was deligned, do upon matured: conlide- 
ration univerfally join in openly declaring, proteft- 
ing, addreffing, petitioning againft thefe half¬ 
pence, as the moft ruinous projeft that ever was fet 
on foot to complete the flavery and deftrufhion of a 
poor innocent country : is it y was ft, can it , or will 
it ever be a queftion, not whether fuch a kingdom, 
or William Wood, ihould be a gainer ; but, whether 
fuch a kingdom Ihould be wholly undone, deftroy- 
ed, funk, depopulated, made a fcene of mifery and 
defolation, for the fake of William Wood ? God 
of his infinite mercy avert this dreadful judgment; 
and it is our univerfal wifh, that God would put it 
into your hearts to be his inftruments for fo good a 
work. 
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For my own part, who am but one man, of ob- 
icure condition, I do folemnly declare, in the pre¬ 
fence of Almighty God, that I will fuffer the moft 
ignominious and torturing death, rather than fub- 
mit to receive this accurfed coin, or any other that 
iliall be liable to the fame objections, until they 
fhall be forced upon me by a law of my own coun¬ 
try ; and if diat fhall ever happen, I will tranfport 
myfelf into fome foreign land, and eat the bread 
of poverty among a free people. 

Am I legally punifhable for tliefe expreftions ; 
fhall another proclamation iffue againft me becaufe 
I prefume to take my country’s part againft William 
Wood, where her final deftruclion is intended ? 
But whenever you fhall pleafe to impofe filence up¬ 
on me, I will lubmit; becaufe I look upon your 
unanimous voice to be the voice of the nation; and 
this I have been taught, and do believe, to be in 
fome manner the voice of God. 

The great ignominy of a whole kingdom lying 
fo long at mercy under fo vile an adverfary, is iuch 
a deplorable aggravation, that the utmoft expref- 
fions of fhame and rage are too low to fet it forth: 
and therefore I fhall leave it to receive fuck a re- 
fentment as is worthy of a parliament. 

It is likewife our univerfal wilh, that his Maje- 
fty fhould grant liberty to coin halfpence in this 
kingdom for our own ufe, under fuch reftri&ion 
as a parliament here fhall advife : iince the power 
of coining even gold and filver is poftefted by every 
petty prince abroad ; and was always practifed by 
Scotland to the very time of die union ; yet lurely 
Scotland, as to foil, climate, and extent, is not in 
itfelf a fourth part the value of Ireland ; (for 
Biihop Burnet fays, it is not above the fortieth part 
in value to the reft of Britain) ; and with reipeCl 
to the profit that England gains from hence, not 
the forty thoufandth part. Although I muft con- 
feft, that a mote in the eye, or a thorn in the fide, 
B 2 is 
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is more dangerous and painful than a beam or a 
fpike at a diftance. 

The hiftories of England, and of moft other 
countries, abound in relating the miferable, and 
fometimes the moft tragical effedts from the abufes 
of coin by debafing the metal, by leffening or en¬ 
hancing the value upon occaftons, to the public 
lofs ; of which we have an example within our 
own memory in England, and another very lately 
in France. It is the tendereft point of government, 
affedling every individual in the higheft degree. 
When the value of money is arbitrary or unfettled, 
no man can well be faid to have any property at 
all; nor is any wound fo fuddenly felt, fo hardly 
cured, or that leaves fuch deep and Lifting fears 
behind it. 

I conceive this poor unhappy ifland to have a 
title to fome indulgence from England ; not only 
upon the fcore of Cliriftianity, natural equity, and 
the general rights of mankind, but chiefly on ac¬ 
count of that immenfe profit they receive from 
us ; without which that kingdom would make a 
very different figure in Europe, from what it doth 
at prefent. 

The rents of land in Ireland, fince they have 
been of late fo enormoufly raifed and fcrewed up, 
may be computed to about two millions ; whereof 
one third part at leaft is diredlly tranfmitted to thofe 
who are perpetual abfentees in England ; as I find 
by a computation made with the afliftance of feve- 
ral lkilful gentlemen. 

The other articles, by which we are altogether 
lofers and England a gainer, we found to amount 
to almoft as much more. 

I will only fet down as many heads of them as I 
can remember, and leave them to the confklera- 
tion of thofe who underhand accounts better than 
I pretend to do. 


The 
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The occafionol abfentees, for bufinefs, health, 
or diverfion. 

Three fourths of the revenue of the chief go¬ 
vernor, during his ablence ; which is ufually four 
iifths of his government. 

The whole revenue of the poft-office. 

The numerous penfions paid to perfons in Eng¬ 
land. 

The pay of the chief officers of the army abfent 
in England, which is a great fum. 

Four commiffioners of the revenue, always ab¬ 
fent. 

Civil employments very numerous, and of great 
income. 

The vaft charge of appeals to the houfe of Lords, 
and to the court of delegates. 

Students at the inns of court, and the two uni- 
verfities. 

Eighty thoufand pounds fent yearly to England 
for coals, whereof the prime colt is nothing, and 
therefore the profit wholly theirs. 

One hundred thoufand pounds paid feveral years 
paft for corn fent over hither from England ; the 
effect of our own great wifdom in difeouraging 
agriculture. 

The kind liberty granted us of wearing Indian 
fluffs, and callicoes, to gratify the vanity and folly 
of our women ; which, belides the profit to Eng¬ 
land *, is an inconceivable lofs to us, forcing the 
weavers to beg in our ffreets, or tranfport tlicm- 
felves to foreign countries. 

The prodigious lofs to us, and gain to England, 
by felling them all our wool at their own rates ; 
whereof the manufacture exceeds above ten times 


* From whence thefi commodities were exported to Ireland, the 
Eaft-India company only having a right to import them from the 
feuntry in which they a;C manufactured. 
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the prime cofl : <c A proceeding without example 
“ in the Chriftian or Heathen world.” 

Our own wool returned upon \is in Englifh ma¬ 
nufactures to our infinite fhame and damage, and 
the great advantage of England. 

The full profit of all our mines accruing to Eng¬ 
land ; an effect of great negligence and llupidity. 

An affectation among us of liking all kind of 
goods made in England *. 

ihele, and many other articles, which I cannot 
recollect at prelent, are agreed by judicious men to 
amount to near feven hundred thoufand pounds 
per annum clear profit to England. And, upon the 
whole, let any man look into thofe authors who 
write upon the fubjecl of commerce, he fhall find, 
that there is not one fingle article in the effentials 
or circumftances of trade, whereby a country can 
be a lofer, which we do not poffefs in the higheft 
perfection; fomewhat in every particular, that bears 
a kind of analogy to William Wood ; and now the 
branches are all cut off, he lfands ready with his 
axe at the root. 

Upon this fubjecR of perpetual abfentees I have 
fpent feme time in very infignificant reflections ; 
and confidering the nfual motives of hiur^an a&ions, 
which are pleafure, profit, and ambition* I cannot 
yet comprehend how thofe perfons And their ac¬ 
count in any of the three. I fpeak not of thofe 
Englifh peers or gentlemen, who, belxde their e- 
ffates at home, have poffeffions here, for in that 
cafe the matter is defperate; but I mean thofe lords 
and wealthy knights, or fquires. whofe birth, and 
partly their education, and all their fortune, (ex¬ 
cept fome trifle, and that in a very few in fiances \ 
are in this kingdom. I knew many of them well 
enough during feveral years, when I refided in 

* i»lany of the aoove articles have been fince particularly computed 
by another writer, to vhofe treatife the reader is referred. 
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England ; and truly I could not difcover, that the 
figure they made was by any means a fubjeft for 
envy, at leaft it gave me two very different pafiions. 
For, excepting the advantage of going now and 
then to an opera, or fometimes appearing behind 
a croud at court, or adding to the ring of coaches 
in Hide-Park, or lofing their money at the choco- 
late-houfe, or getting news, votes, and minutes, 
about five days before us in Dublin ; I lay, befides 
thefe and a few other privileges of lefs importance, 
their temptations to live in London were beyond 
my knowledge or conception. And I ufed to won¬ 
der, how a man of birth and fpirit could endure 
to be wholly infignificant and obfeure in a foreign 
country, when he might live with luftre in his own ; 
and even at lefs than half that expenfe, which he 
ft rains himfelf to make without obtaining any one 
end, except that which happened to the frog, when 
he would needs contend for fize with the ox. I 
have been told by fcholars, that Ctefar faid he 
would rather be the firft man in I know not what 
village, than the fecond in Rome. This perhaps 
was a thought ©nly fit for Crelar: but to be pre¬ 
ceded by thoufands and negle&ed by millions ; to 
be wholly without power, figure, influence, ho¬ 
nour, credit, or diftinclion, is not, in my poor o- 
pinion, a very amiable fituation of life to a perfon 
of title or wealth, who can i'o cheaply and eafilv, 
fhine in his native country. 

But, befides the depopulating of the kingdom, 
the leaving fo many parts of it wild and unculti¬ 
vated, the ruin of fo many country-feats and plan¬ 
tations, the cutting down all the woods to fupply 
expenfes in England; the abfence of fo many noble 
and wealthy perfons hath been the caufe of another 
fatal confequence, which few perhaps have been 
aware of. For if that very confiderable number 
of lords who poffefs the ampleft fortunes here, had 
been content to live at home, and attend the affairs 

of 
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of their own country in parliament; the weight, 
reputation, and dignity thereby added to that noble 
houfe would, in all human probability, have pre¬ 
vented certain proceedings, which are now evei to 
to be lamented, becaufe they never can be remedi¬ 
ed : and we might then have decided our own pro¬ 
perties among ourfelves, without being forced to 
travel five hundred miles by lea and land to ano¬ 
ther kingdom for juftice, to our infinite expenie, 
vexation, and trouble ; which is a mark of fervi- 
tude without example from the practice of any age 
or nation in the world. 

I have fometimes wondered, upon what motives 
the peerage of England were fo defirous to deter¬ 
mine our controverfies ; becauie I have been allur¬ 
ed, and partly know, that the frequent appeals 
from hence have been very irkfome to that illuftri- 
ous body : and whoever hath frequented the paint¬ 
ed chamber and courts of requefts muft have ob- 
ferved, that they are never fo nobly filled, as when 
an Irilh appeal is under debate. 

The peers of Scotland, who are very numerous, 
were content to refide in their caftles and houfes in 
that bleak and barren climate ; and although fome 
of them made frequent journeys to London, yet 
I do not remember any of their greateft families, 
till very lately, to have made England their con- 
ftant habitation before the union : or if they did, 
I am fure it was generally to their own advantage ; 
and whatever they got, was employed to cultivate 
and increafe their own eftates ; and by that means 
enrich themielves and their country. 

As to the great number of rich abfentecs under 
the degree of peers ; what particular ill efte&s their 
abfence may have upon this kingdom, befides thofe 
already mentioned, may perhaps be too tender a 
point for me to touch. But whether thole who 
live in another kingdom upon great eftates here, 
and have loft all regard to their own country, fur¬ 
ther 
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ther than upon account of the revenues they re¬ 
ceive from it; I fay, whether fuch perfons may 
not be prevailed on to recommend others to vacant 
feats, who have no intereft here except a precarious 
employment, and confequently can have no views, 
but to preferve what they have got, or to be high¬ 
er advanced ; this, I am fure, is a very melancholy 
queftion, if it be a queftion at all. 

But, befides the prodigious profits which Eng¬ 
land receives by the tranfmittal thither of two thirds 
of the revenues of the whole kingdom, it hath an¬ 
other mighty advantage by making our country a 
receptacle, wherein to difburden themielves of their 
fupernumerary pretenders to offices ; perfons of 
fecond-rate merit in their own country, who, like 
birds of paflage, moft of them thrive and fatten 
here, and fly ofl* when their credit and employ¬ 
ments are at an end. So that Ireland may juitly 
fay what Luther find of himfefcf; “ POOR. Ireland 

maketh many rich." 

If amidft all our difficulties I Should venture to 
aflert, that we have one great advantage, provided 
we could improve it as we ought, I believe moil of 
my readers would be long in conjecluring, what 
poflible advantage could ever fall to our fhare. 
However, it is certain, that all the regular feeds of 
party and fa&ion among us are entirely rooted out, 
and if any new ones fhall fpring up, they miift be 
of equivocal generation, without any feed at all ; 
and will juftly be imputed.to a degree of ftupidity 
beyond even what we have been ever charged 
with upon the fcore of our birth-place and cli¬ 
mate. 

The parties in this kingdom (including thofe of 
modern date) are, firft, of thofe who have been 
charged or fufpefted to favour the pretender ; and 
thofe who were zealous oppofers of hi-m. Second¬ 
ly, of thofe who were for and againft a toleration 
of Diflentcrs by law. Thirdly, -of high and low 
Vox IV. C church; 
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church ; or, (to fpeak in the cant of the times) of 
Whig and Tory. And fourthly, of court and 
country. If there be any more, they are beyond 
my obfervation or politics r for as to fubaltern or 
occalional parties, they have all been derivations 
from the fame originals. 

Now, it is manifeft, that all thefe incitements to 
faction, party, and diviiion are wholly removed 
from among us. For as to the pretender, his caufe 
is both defperate and obfolcte : there are very few 
now alive, who were men in his father’s time, and 
in that prince’s intered ; and in all others the obli¬ 
gation of confcience hath no place * : even the Pa- 
pilts in general of any fubftance or edates, and 
their prieds almoft univerfally, are what we call 
Whigs in the fenfe which by that word is generally 
underdood. They feel the frnart, and fee the fears 
of their former wounds ; and very well know, that 
they mud: be made a facrilice to the lead attempts 
towards a change ; although it cannot be doubted, 
that they would be glad to have their fuperditiou 
redored under any prince whatsoever. 

Secondly, the HiiTenters are now tolerated by 
law : neither do we obferve any murmurs at pre- 
fent from that quarter, except thofe reafonable com¬ 
plaints they make of perfecution, becaufe they are 
excluded from civil employments ; but their num¬ 
ber being very fmall in cither houfc of parliament, 
they are not yet in a fit-nation to erect a party : 
becaufe however indifferent men may be with re¬ 
gard to religion, they are now grown wife enough 
to know, that if fuch a latitude were allowed to 
Didenters, the few fmall employments left us in 
cities and corporations would find other hands to 
lay hold on them. 

Thirdly, the difpute between high and low church 
is now at an end ; two thirds of the bidiops having 

* The obligation fifing frem their having fwero allegiance. 
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been promoted in this reign, and mod of them 
from England, who have bedowed all preferments 
in their gift to thofe they could well confide in: 
the deaneries all, except three, and many principal 
church-livings, are in the donation of the crown : 
fo that we already pofiefs fuck a body of clergy, 
as will never engage in controverfy upon that anti¬ 
quated and exploded fubject. 

Ladly, as to court and country parties, fo fa¬ 
mous and avowed under mod leigns in Englilh. 
parliaments ; this kingdom hath not for feveral 
years paft been a proper fcene whereon to exercile 
fuch contentions ; and is now lefs proper than e- 
ver; many great employments for life being in di- 
dant hands, and the reverfions diligently watched 
and fecureel; the temporary ones of any inviting 
value are all bedowed elfewhere as fad as they drop, 
and the few remaining are of too low confidera- 
tion to create conteds about them, except among 
younger brothers, or tradefmen like myfelf. And 
therefore, to inditute a court and country party 
without materials, would be a very new fydem in 
politics, and what I believe was never thought on 
before ; nor unlefs in a nation of idiots can ever 
fucceed, for the moft ignorant Irifli cottager will 
not fell his cow for a groat. 

Therefore I conclude, that all party and fa&ion 
with regard to public proceedings are now extin- 
guilhedin this kingdom * ; neither doth it appear 
in view how they can podibly revive : unlefs fome 
new caufes be admiftiftered, which cannot be done 
without eroding the intereds of thofe who are the 
greated gainers by continuing the lame mealures. 
And general calamities, without hope of redrefs, 
are allowed to be the greated uniters of mankind. 

* Since this difeourfe was written, it hath appeared by experience, 
that the author wa> much mistaken in his conjectures. 
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However we muft diflike the caufes, yet this ef¬ 
fect of begetting an univerfal concord among us in 
all national debates, as well as in cities, corpora¬ 
tions, and country-neighbourhoods, may keep us 
at leaft alive, and in a condition to eat the little 
bread allowed us in peace and amity. I have heard 
of a quarrel in a tavern, where all were at daggers- 
drawing, till one of the company cried out, defiring, 
to know the fubjeft of the quarrel ; which when 
none of them could tell, they put up their fwords, 
fat down, and pafled the reft of the evening in 
quiet. The former pare hath been our cafe, I hope 
the latter will be fo- too ; that we fhall fit down a- 
rnicably together, at leaft until we have fomething 
that may give us a tide to fallout, fince nature hath 
inftructed even a brood, of goflings to ftick together, 
while the kite is hovering over their heads. 

It is certain, that- a firm union in any country, 
where every man wifhes the fame thing with relation. 
t>o the public, may in feveral points of the greatefb 
importance in lome meafure lupply the defeat of 
power, and even of thofe rights which are the na¬ 
tural and undoubted inheritance of mankind. If 
the univerfal wifh of the nation upon anv point were 
declared by the unanimous vote of the houfe of 
Commons and a reafonable number of Lords, I 
lhould ihink my.felf obliged in confcience to act in 
my fphere according to that vote ; becaufe in all 
free nations I take the proper definition of law to be, 
"The will of the majority of thofe who have the property 
in land ; which, if there be a monarchy, is to be 
confirmed by the royal afTent. And although inch 
votes or declarations have not received fuch a con¬ 
firmation for certain accidental reafons ; yet I think 
they ought to be of much weight with the fubjeft, 
provided they neither oppofe the King’s preroga¬ 
tive, endanger the peace of the nation, nor infringe 
any law already in force : none of which however 
can reafonably be fuppofed. Thus, for inftance, 
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If nine in ten of the houfe of Commons, and a- 
reafonable number of native temporal Peers, fliould 
declare, that whoever received or uttered brafs coin r 
except under certain limitations and iecurities, 
ihould be deemed as enemies to the King and the 
nation ; I ihould think it a heinous fin in myfelf to 
act contrary to luclx a vote : and if the fame power 
ihould declare the fame cenfure againft thole who 
wore Indian fluffs and callicoes, or woollen manu¬ 
factures imported from abroad, whereby this nation 
is reduced to the loweiiebb of mifery, I fhould rea¬ 
dily, heartily, and chearfully pay obedience ; and 
to my utmofk power perfuade others to do the like ; 
becaufe there is no law of this land obliging us ei¬ 
ther to receive fuebt coin,, or to wear fuch foreign 
manufactures. 

* Upon this laft article I could humbly wifh, that 
the Reverend the clergy would fet us an example by 
contenting themfelves with wearing gowns and other 
habiliments cf Iriih draper)’; which, as it would 
befome incitement to the laity, and fet many hands 
to works, fo they would find their advantage in the 
cheapnels, which is a circumftance not to be ne¬ 
glected by too many among that venerable body, 
f And in order to this I could heartily defire, that 
the molt ingenious artiits of the weaving trade 
would contrive fome decent fluffs and illks for cler¬ 
gymen at reafonable rates. 

I have preffed feveral of our moft fubftantial bre¬ 
thren, that the whole corporations of weavers in 
filk and woollen would publilh lome propofals, (I 
wilh they would do it to bothhoulesof parliament), 
inviting perfons of all degrees, and of both fexes, to 

* This hath fince been put in practice by the perfuafions and inf.u- 
ence of the fuppofLd author j but much defeated by the meft inlamous 
traud of {hopkeepers. 

•f* This fcheme was likewife often urged to the weavers by the fup- 
pofed author j but he *.ould never prevail on them to put it in prac¬ 
tice. 
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wear the woollen and lilk manufactures of our own 
country; entering into folemn, mutual engage¬ 
ments, that the buyer lliall have good, fubftantial, 
merchantable ware for his money, and at a certain 
rate, without the trouble of cheapening. So that if 
I fent a child for a piece of Huff of a particular 
colour and finenefs, I fliould be lure not to be de¬ 
ceived ; or if I had reafon to complain, the corpo¬ 
ration ihould give me immediate iatisfaction; and 
the name of the tradefman, who did me the wrong, 
Ihould be publilhed ; and warning given not to deal 
with him for the future ; unlefs the matter plainly 
appeared to be a miftake : for, belide the trouble 
of going from Ihop to fhop, an ignorant cuHomer 
runs the hazard of being cheated in the price and 
goodnefs of what he buys, being forced to an une¬ 
qual combat with a dexterous and ddhonclt man 
in his own calling. Thus our goods fall under a 
general difrepuation; and the gentry call for Englilh 
cloth, or filk, from an opinion they have, (and oft¬ 
en too juftly by their own faults), that the goodnefs 
more than makes up for the difference of price. 

Befides, it hath been the fottilh and ruinous 
practice of us tradefmen, upon any great demand of 
goods either at home or from abroad, to raife the 
prices immediately, and manufacture the faicl goods 
more flightly and fraudulently than before. 

Of thefe foul and foolilh procceedings too many 
inlfances might be produced ; and I cannot forbear 
mentioning one whereby this poor kingdom hath 
received fuch a fatal blow in the only article of 
trade allowed us of any importance, that nothing 
but the fuccefs of Wood’s project could undo it. 
During the late plague in France, the Spaniards, 
who buy their linen-clotlis in that kingdom, not 
daring to venture thither for fear of infection, a 
very great demand was made here for that commo- 
nity, 'and exported to Spain ; but, whether by the 
ignorance of the merchants, or dilhonefty of the 
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northern weavers, or the colluflon of both, the 
ware was lo bad, and the price fo exceflive, that 
except ibme fmall quantity which was fold below the 
prime coft, the grcatell part was returned: and I 
have been told by very intelligent perfons, that if 
we had been fair dealers, the w hole current of the 
linen-trade to Spain would have taken its courfe 
from hence. 

If any punifhment w*ere to be inflicted on num¬ 
bers of men, furely there could none be thought 
too great for fuch a race of traitors, and enemies to 
God and their country; who, for the piofpecf of 
a little prefent gain, do not only ruin themfelves, 
(for that alone would be an example to the reft, and 
a blefiing to the nation), but fell their fouls to hell, 
and their country to deflrudtion. And if the plague 
could have been confined only to thofe who were 
partakers in the guilt, had it travelled hither from 
Marfeilles, thofe wretches would have died w ith lefs 
title to pity, than a highwayman going to the gal¬ 
lows. 

But it happens very unluckily, that for fome t’m£ 
pafl: all endeavours or propolals from private per- 
fens to advance the public fervice, however honefl- 
ly and innocently defigned, have been called Fly¬ 
ing in the King’s face; and this, to my 
knowledge, hath been the ftile of fome perfons, 
whofe anceftors (I mean thofe among them who 
had any) and themfelves have been flying in prin¬ 
ces faces thefe fourfeore years ; and from their own 
inclinations would do fo hill, if their intereft did 
not lead them rather to f.y in the face of a king¬ 
dom, which hath given them wrings to enable them 
for fuch a flight. 

Thus, about f our years ago, when a * difeourfe was 
publiflied, endeavouring to perfuade our people to 
wear their own woollen manufactures, full of the 

* The pr< p At! for he univerfal ufe of Irifh iru. u clares. 
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ynofi dutiful expreffions to the King, and wiihoift 
the leaft party-hint, it was termed flying in the 
Kings face ; the printer was profecuted in the man¬ 
ner we all remember, and I hope it will Somewhere 
be remembered further, the jury kept eleven horn's, 
and fent back nine times, till they were under the 
neceility of leaving the priloner to the mercy of the 
court, by a fpecial verdict; the f judge on the 
bench invoking God for his witneis, when he al¬ 
iened, that the author’s defign was to bring in the 
Pretender. 

And thus alfo, my own poor endeavours to pre¬ 
vent the ruin of my country by the ad million of 
Wood’s coin were called by the lame perfons .flying 
in the Kings face : which I directly deny : for I 
cannot allow that vile representation of the royal 
countenance in William Wood’s adulterate copper 
to his facred Majefty’s face ; or if it were, my fly¬ 
ing was not again ft the impreffion, but the bafenels 
of the metal; becaufe I well remembered, that the 
image which Nebuchadnezzar commanded to be let 
up for all men to fall down and worfhip it, was not 
of copper but pure go!d. And I am heartily lorry, 
we have fo few royal images of that metal among 
us; the fight whereof, although it could hardly 
increafe our veneration for his Majefty, which is 
already fo great, yet would very much enliven it 
with the mixture of comfort and Satisfaction. 

Alexander the Great would fuller no Statuary, 
except Phidias, to carve his image in Irene or me¬ 
tal. How muff he have treated Such an operator 
as Wood, who goes about with fackfulls of drofs, 
odioully mifreprefenting his prince’s countenance ; 
and would force them by thoufands upon every one 
of us at above fix times the value ? 

But, notwithftanuing all that hath been objected 
by William Wood himfelf, together with liis fa- 
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Vourers, abettors, fupporters, either public or pri¬ 
vate ; by thole who connive at this project, or dif- 
courage and difcountenance his oppofers for fear 
of leflening their favour, or hazarding their em¬ 
ployments ; by thofe who endeavour to damp the 
ipirit of the people railed again ft this coin, or check 
the honeft zeal of fuch as by their writings or dii- 
courfes do all they can to keep it up; by thofe fof- 
teners, fweeteners, compounders, and expedient- 
mongers, who fliake their heads fo ftrongly that we 
can hear their pockets gingle; I did never imagine, 
that in detecting the practices of fuch enemies to the 
kingdom I was fly ing in the King's face ; or thought 
they were better reprefenters of his Majefty, than 
that very coin for which they are fecret or open ad¬ 
vocates. 

If I were allowed to recite only thofe wifhes of 
the nation, which may be in our power to attain ; 
1 think they might be fummed up in tliefe few fol¬ 
lowing 

Firft, That an end might be put to our appre- 
henftons of Wood’s halfpence, and to any danger 
of the like deftruCtive fcheme for the future. 

Secondly, That halfpence might be coined in 
this kingdom by a public mint with due limita¬ 
tions. 

Thirdly, That the fenfe of both houfes of parlia¬ 
ment, at leaft of the houfe of Coiomons, were 
declared by fome unanimous and hearty votes 
againft wearing any lilk or woollen manufactures 
imported from abroad ; as likewife againft wearing 
Indian lilks or callicoes, which are forbidden under 
the higheft penalties in England: and it behoves 
us to take example from fo wife a nation : becaufe 
we are under a greater neceftity to do fo, ftnee we 
are not allowed to export any woollen manufactures 
of our own ; which is the principal branch of fo¬ 
reign trade in England. 

Vol.IV. D Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, That fome effectual methods may be 
taken to civilize the poorer fort of natives in all thofe 
parts of this kingdom, where the Irifli abound, by 
introducing among them our language and cuftoms ; 
for want of which they live in the utmoft ignorance, 
barbarity, and poverty, giving themfelves wholly 
up to idlenefs, naftinefs, and thievery, to the very 
great and juft reproach of too many landlords. 
And if I had in me the leaft fpirit of a proje&or, 
I would engage, that this might be effected in a few 
years at a very conftderable charge. 

Fifthly, That due encouragement fhould be gi¬ 
ven to agriculture; and a flop put to that pernici¬ 
ous pradlice of graziers ingroffing vaft quantities of 
land, fometimes at great diftance; whereby the 
country is extremely depopulated. 

Sixthly, That the defeats in thofe a<fts for plant¬ 
ing foreft-trees might be fully fupplied, fince they have 
hitherto been wholly effeftual; except about the de- 
mefnes of a few gentlemen ; and even there in ge¬ 
neral very unfkilfully made, and thriving accord¬ 
ingly. Neither hath there yet been due care taken 
to preferve what is planted, or to inclofe grounds ; 
not one hedge in a hundred coming to maturity for 
want of lkill and jnduftry. The negledt of copfing 
woods cut down hath likewife been of very evil 
confequences. And if men were reftrained from 
that unlimited liberty of cutting down their own 
woods before the proper time, as they are in fome 
other countries, it would be a mighty benefit to the 
kingdom. For, I believe, there is not another ex¬ 
ample in Europe of fuch a prodigious quantity of 
excellent timber cut down in fo fhort a time, with 
fo little advantage to the country either in fhipping 
or building. 

I may add that abfurd praftice of cutting turf 
without any regularity ; whereby great quantities of 
reftorable land are made utterly defperate, many 
thoufands of cattle deftroyed, the turf more diffi¬ 
cult 
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cult to come at and carry home, and lefs fit for 
burning ; the air made unwholefome by ftagnating 
pools and marflies ; and the very fight of fuch pla¬ 
ces offenfive to thofe who ride by. Neither fhould 
that odious cuftom be allowed of cutting lcraws (as 
they call them), which is flaying of the green fur- 
face of the ground to cover their cabins, or make 
up their ditches ; fometimes in fhallow foils, where 
all is gravel within a few inches ; and lometimes in 
low ground, with a thin green fward, and floughy 
underneath; which laft turns all into a bog by this 
mifmanagement. And I have heard from very 
ikilfiil countrymen, that by thefe two practices in 
turf and fcraws the kingdom lofeth fome hundreds 
of acres of profitable land every year; befides the 
irreparable lofs of many lkirts of bogs, which have 
a green coat ofgrafs, and yet are mangled for turf; 
and befides the want of canals by regular cutting, 
which would not only be a great convenience for 
bringing their turf home at an eafy rate, but like- 
wife render even the larger bogs more dry and fafe 
for fummer-pafture. 

Thefe, and fome other {peculations of the like 
kind, I had intended to publifh in a particular dif- 
courfe againlt this feffion of parliament; becaufe 
in fome periods of my life, I had opportunity and 
curiofity to obferve, from what caules thofe great 
errors in every branch of country-management have 
arifen ; of which I have now ventured to relate but 
few out of very many; whereof fome perhaps 
would not be mentioned without giving offence, 
which I have endeavoured by all poflible means to 
avoid. And for the fame reafon I chofe to add 
here the little I thought proper to fay on this fub- 
jeft. 

But, as to the lands of thofe who are perpetual 
abfentees, I do not fee any probability of their be¬ 
ing ever improved. In former times their tenants 
lat at eafy rents; but for fome years pall; they have 
D 2 been, 
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been, generally fpeaking, more terribly racked by 
the dexterity ofmercilefs agents from England, than 
even thofe who held under the ievereft landlords 
here. I was aiTured upon the place by great num¬ 
bers of credible people, that a prodigious eftate in 
the county of Cork being let upon leaks for lives, 

and. great fines paid, the rent was lo high, that the 
tenants begged leave to furrender their leales, ana 
•were content to lofe their fines. 

The cultivating and improvement of land is cer¬ 
tainly a fubjeft worthy of the higheft inquiry in a- 
ny country, but efpecially in ours; where we aie 
fo ftrangely limited in every branch of trade that 
can be of advantage to us, and utterly deprived ot 
thofe which are of the greateft importance; where¬ 
of I defy the moil: learned man in Europe to pro¬ 
duce me an example from any other kingdom in the 
world : for we are denied the benefit which God 
and nature intended to us ; as manifeftly appears by 
our happy fituation for commerce, and the great 
number of our excellent ports. So that, I think, 
little is left us beiides the cultivating our own foil, 
encouraging agriculture, and making great planta¬ 
tions of trees, that we might not be under the necei- 
iity of fending for corn and bark from England, 
and timber from other countries. This would in- 
creafe the number of our inhabitants, and help to 
confume our natural products as well as manufac¬ 
tures at home. And I lhall never forget what I 
once ventured to fay to a great man in England, 
that few politicians, with all their fchemes, are half 
fo ufeful members of a commonwealth, as an honeft 
farmer; who, by fkilfully draining, fencing, ma¬ 
nuring, and planting, hath increafed the intrinfic 
value of a piece of land; and thereby done 
a perpetual lervice to his country ; which it is 
a great controverfy whether any of the former ever 
did, iince the creation of the world; but no con¬ 
troverfy 
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troverfy at all, that ninety-nine in a hundred have 
done abundance of mifchief. 

Although, in the foregoing letter?, Dr Swift talks of liberty in a 
{train hiehly becoming a warm and zealous defender of the rights ot 
his country, which he maintains with great force of law, ieaLr., iuf- 
tit e, and eloquence; he never once deviates, in the whole courfe of 
his arguments, from the diftinguifhing chara&eriftics of the moll 
loyal fubjeft j whatever might to the contrary have been iuppofed by 
a few degenerate Haves and fycophants in thole days j even by that fort 
of people, who, as the wife Lord Bacon exprefiesit, would let a houfe 
on tire for theconvcnicnceof roafting their owneggsat the flame. 

However indeed fuch was the iniquity of the times, that a revvatd 
of 300 1 . was offered for the author of the 4th letter, chiefly bccaufe 
he ai mainlined therein the liberty of his country, and declared in 
very high terms worthy of a brave and rtfolu.e mind, that he would 
con ir.ue fi m ard faithful to h:s Sovereign Lord the K'ng, whatever 
t .rn, in the viciflitudes of this world, his Majefly’s affairs might pol- 

fibly take in other parts of his dominions.- I H all only rem it 

upon this doefrine, the contrary of which would, I think, have been 
high treafon, and againft his oath of allegiance, that how much fo- 
ever it was condemned in the 1724 by flaves and flatterers; it was in 
1745 fo univerfa ly eflablilhed in the minds of men, that it there had 
been occafion for the people of Ireland to have drawn the fword in de¬ 
fence of their fovereign, (which, bef.de their loyalty and affcdlion to 
his Maieftv, they have many reafens to thank God ter that there was 
not), K. George II. would undoubtedly have been fupported in his 
right to the imperial kingdom of Ireland, let b s Mayfly's aflairs in 
other parts of h s dominions have taken what turn they might, by 
300,000 as brave militia as any to be found througheut ali Europe ; 
even by the grand children of thofe men fo renowned for their valor¬ 
ous atchievements in the days of K. William III.-As the au¬ 

thor of the 4th letter could not be difeovered, H.rding the printer was 
indidled in the ufual forms, and brought to the King’s b-nch, to be 
tried before that William Whitfred above mentioned. But the no¬ 
ble jurv, friends to their country and to the pul lie inter; ft. would not 
find the bill. Whereupon the Chief Juilice in a rage diflblved the 
jury : on account of which he deferved to have been impeached by 
the heufe of commons ; becaufe the diflulving of a grand jury, &c. 
$ee above, p. 85. 1 . 6 . Suifr, 
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The Drapier demolished, and fet out in 
his own proper colours ; being a full Con¬ 
futation of all his Arguments againlt 
Mr. Wood’s Halfpence. 

By W illiam Wood, Efq*, 
Written in the year 1724. 


Te good people of Ireland, 

T Make not the lead doubt, when ye have impar- 
* partially weighed and conildered what 1 fliall of¬ 
fer upon the prefent occaflon in my own defence, 
and againft your Drapier : when ye fliall make an 
exact aflay of the arguments on both fides between 
him and me ; and, laftly, when ye fliall obferve, as 
I fliall point it out, the abufive and reproachful lan¬ 
guage with which he has treated me; I fay, as I 
faid before, I make not the lead: doubt, but ye will 
all to a man reject him, and embrace me with open 
arms. 

In his firft letter to the tradefmen, fhopkeepers, 
farmers, and common people in general of the 
kingdom of Ireland, [above, p.218.*] he begins 
with the wheedling preamble of Brethren, friends, 
countrymen, and fellow-fubjedts. A loving begin¬ 
ning indeed ! But I wonder which of us two loves 
you belt:; he that is getting you no money at all, or 
I who am this prefent providing more money for 
you than you lhall know what to do with. O fid ! 

* The pages referred to in this paper are in Vol. 3d. 
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O lad ! I am really concerned for the poorDrapier. 
Soon after he proceeds, and fays. 

Ci It is a great fault among you, that when a per- 
<c fon writes with no other intention than to do you 
“ good, you will not be at the pains to read his ad- 
“ vices.” [p. 220.] 

Artful enough indeed ! This he did to draw you 
in like fo many gudgeons, to fwallow his falfe ar¬ 
guments ; and you lee he has accomplilhed his end 
at laft; for had ye not read his letters, ye might 
have had the benelit of my halfpence thefe five or 
fix months paft. 

“ Now, you muft know, that the hal fence and 
il farthings in England pafs for very little more 
ic than they are worth; and if you lhould beat 
“ them to pieces, and fell them to the brafier, you 
“ would notlofe much above a penny in a {hilling. 
“ But Mr. V/ood made his halfpence of fuch bale 
“ metal, and fo much fmaller than the Englifh 
€C ones, that the brafier would hardly give you a- 
<c bove a penny of good money for a Ihilling of 
“ his.” [p. 221.] 

Ay, would he give three pence. But one may 
fee his malice here with half an eye. He does not 
tell of the vaft expence and trouble I am at in coin¬ 
ing ; the number of clerks I keep in pay ; 
how much I was out of pocket in getting my 
patent; the great expenfe I {hall be at in fiiipping 
them to Ireland ; which mull:, in the nature of 
things, be a vaft drawback to the profit which I 
ought to have for my trouble ; and therefore it can¬ 
not be fuppofed I can either put as much or as good 
copper in the halfpence for Ireland, as thofe for 
England. But, good Lord ! is not a halfpenny a 
halfpenny when once it is called fo ; and, if it paf- 
fes for a halfpenny, can you expe<ft any more ? 
Good people, never mind one word he fays, though 
he fells you a dozen hats at five Ihillings a-piece, 
which is three pound, is but five {hillingsin my mo¬ 
ney ; this is perfect tranfubftantiation to juggle you 

out 
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out of your fenfes-three pound is but live {hil¬ 

lings ! Well, if this be his computation, I have 
done. 

“ This fame Mr. Wood was able to attend con- 
“ ftantly for his own intereft;” [and why Ihould 
notI?J; c ' he is an Englifhman, and had great 
(i friends,” f God be thanked for that]; “ and it 
“ feems knew very well where to give money to 
“ thofe that would fpeak to others, that could 
“ fpeak to the King, and would tell a fair ftory.” 
[I grant that, and what would he infer ?1 Then he 
proceeds: “If his Majefty the King faw that it 
“ would utterly ruin the kingdom of Ireland, he 
“ would lliew his dilpleafure to fomebody or other. 
“ But a word to the wife is enough.” [We know 
his meaning by his mumping ; he had as well lpo- 
ken what he thought, like an honeft man. He 
proceeds] : “ Moft of you muft have heard with 
“ what anger our honourable houfe of Commons 
“ received an account of this Wood’s patent. 
“ There were feverai fine fpeeches made upon it, 
u and plain proofs, that it was all a wicked cheat, 
IC from the bottom to the top ; and feverai fmart 
(i votes were printed, which that fame Wood had 
“ the afiurance to anfwer likewife in print, and in 
ic fo confident a way, as if he were a better man 
cC than our whole parliament put together.” [p.221. 
222.] 

The parliament was angry — made fpeeches — 
found me to be a wicked cheat—-and I anfwered as 
if I had been a better man than the whole pirlia- 

ment.Well, I find this Drapier will lay any 

thing; but I am very glad all the kingdom of Ire¬ 
land knows to the contrary. Let the Drapier anfwer 
me only thefe three oueftions : W here did this par¬ 
liament fit? And where are the fpeeches? And 
where is my anfwer ? 

“ The common foldier, when he goes to the 
* € market or alehoufe, will offer this money,” 
0 [meaning 
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[meaning my halfpence] ;“ and if it be refufed, per- 
haps he will fwagger, and heCtor, and threaten 
“ to beat the butcher or alewife,” [threaten in¬ 
deed ! he will do it in earnefl], “ or take the goods 
“ by force, and throw them the bad halfpence.” 
[Why ihould he not ? Is it any robbery if he pays 
them !] “ in this and the like cafes, the fhopkeep- 
“ cr, or victualler, or any other tradefman, has no 
<c more to do, than to demand ten times-the price 
“ of his goods, if it is to be paid in Wood’s mo- 
“ money ; for example, twenty pence for a quart 
tc of ale” [p. 223.] The devil is in his confidence, 
twenty pence for a quart of ale ! I believe fuch ano¬ 
ther propofal was never fince.Adam, To confider 
all oth£r things in proportion, what mifehief would 
this occafion ? That is, fifteen fhillings a-bottle for 
claret, at eighteen pence a-bottle ; for a flalk of 
Burgundy five and forty fhillings ; fifty lhillings a- 
day for a coach ; ten fliillings a dinner for a twelve- 
penny ordinary ; thirty lhillings a-day for a chair 5 
ten pence a frefh egg; live pence a halpenny roll; 
two pence halfpenny for a pint of finall beer. In 
fhort, by his advice, victuallers, vintners, and 
tradesfolk would foon get all the money of the 
kingdom into their own hands, lhoulcl they all fol¬ 
low the pot-of-ale example. And now to confider 
the poor, they would be undone by the Drapier’s 
advice ; the butcher would have eighteen pence for 
a fheep’s head ; the baker ten fliillings for a twelve- 
penny loaf; and thus would it be in proportion as 
to all their other exigencies. No, no, rather take 
my advice ; two pence a : uart , and my blcfrng. 

In p. 223. he denies that my halfpence are lawful 
money of England or Ireland. I luppofe then he 
would have them lawful money of Scotland or 
Wales ; for they mu id be lawful lbmewhere. For 
does he think, under the fcarcity of money we find 
at prefent, that we can afford to let fourfcorc and 
Vol.IV. ” E ten 
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ten thoufand pound lie dead r I need no other ar¬ 
gument to fhew what a friend he is to the public. 

£< They lay, ’Squire Conollv hath fixteen thou- 
<c fand pounds a-year: now, if he fends for his 
“ rent to town, as it is likely he doth, he muft 
ec have' two hundred and fifty horfes to bring up 
“ his half years rent.” [p. 224.] 

Suppole he muft, where is the great hardfhip ? 
If a man’of fixteen thoufand a-year cannot afford 
1 wo hundred and fifty horfes to draw his money, he 
delerves to want it. I’ll engage his under-tenants 
will lay it down at his door, and it fliall not cofl 
him a farthing for the carriage. 

u Thefe halfpence, if they once pafs, will foon 
“ be counterfeited, becaufe it may be cheaply done, 
“ the fluff is fo bale. The Dutch likewife will 
“ probably do the fame thing*, and fend them over 
“ to us to pay for our goods.” [p. 224.3 

The fluff is good fluff, let him fay what he will; 
and the halfpence are good halfpence, and I will 
Hand by it : if I made them of filver, it would 
be the fame thing to this grumbler. As for 
their being counterfeit, fure they counterfeit gold 
and filver, and can one help that ? for there ever 
have been rogues of coiners in the world, and will 
be to the end of it. As for the Dutch, it is time 
enough to complain when they do coin. I am cer¬ 
tain they have not coined one halfpenny as yet; 
and if they fhould, I fliall take care to flock you 
fo well, that you fliall have no occafion for theirs ; 
fo that they may carry them home again if they 
pleafe. 

“ It would be very hard, if all Ireland fhould be 
“ put into one fcale, and this forty fellow Wood 
“ into the other; that Mr. Wood and his half- 
“ pence fhould weigh down this whole kingdom* 
ic by which England gets above a million of good 
* c money every year clear into their pockets ; and 

“ that 
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cs that is more than the Englilli do by all the world 
ic befides.” [p. 225.] 

Parturiant monte5 But I beg pardon for talk¬ 
ing to him in a language which he does not under - 
Hand. 

“ A famous law-book, called The mirror of 
" jujlice , difcourfing of the charters, (or laws), or- 
<c dained by our ancient kings, declares the law 
<c to be as follows : it was ordained, that no king 
€C of this realm {hould change, impair, or amend, 
t( or make any money than of gold or lilver, with- 
“ out the aflent of all the counties ; that is, as my 
Lord Coke [1. Inft. 576.] fays, without the ai 
iS fent of parliament.” [p. 226.J 

Then he concludes, according to cuftom, with 
his fine flattering fpeeches. 

“ I will now, my dear friends, to fave you the 
“ trouble, fet before you in fhort what the law 
€ * obliges you to do, and what it does not oblige 
“ you to.” [This Drapier is an excellent lawyer, 
I wonder he is not made a Lord Chancellor]. 

“ Firft, you are obliged to take all money in 
cc payments which is coined by the King, and is of 
“ the Engliih ftandard or weight, provided it be of 
“ gold or filver. 

“ Secondly, you are not obliged to take any mo- 

€c ney which is not of gold or lilver.- 

“ Thirdly,much lefs are we obliged to take thofe 

u vile halfpence of that fame Wood.- 

“ Therefore, my friends, ftand to it one and all: 
“ refufe this filthy trafh. It is no treafon to rebel 
again ft Mr. Wood. His Majefty, in his pa- 
“ tent, obliges nobody to take thefe halfpence.” 

LP-229-] , . lf 

So then, at this rate, they are coined for no¬ 
body, by fomebody; and fomebody is to get no^- 
thingby nobody. ! have made a fine hand of my 
patent and coinage. Ye fee, Gentlemen, the force 
of that argument which the Drapier offers; but I 
° E 2 • find 
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find logic is not his talent. Thus have I, with 
great patience, gone through this injurious piece of 
fatire upon myfeif contained in this firft letter But 
knowing that the beft undertakers have always met 
with enemies and detractors, I comfort myfeif that 
I have far defeated this malicious author ; that you 
are ail convinced, I am now for all your goods ; 
and though a perfect ftranger to the country of 
Ireland, yet a little time will fliew what induftry and 
pains it has coft me, to make you a flourishing and 
a happy people. It is my inclination to preftrve a 
good underftanding between me and you, however 
wicked people may endeavour to interpofe. Before 
J conclude, I have one complaint more : I am told, 
that pitiful, malicious, infidious, undermining, 
fcribbling Drapier let on a parcel of tattered, fil¬ 
thy, Irifh, buttermilk, potatoe fcoundrels, to car 
ry my effigies about in wood, and afterwards hang 
it at Stephen’s Green, [p. 37.] for which I 
hope, when the parliament lits, to have ample fa- 
tisfaction. I am glad that none of the gentry of 
Ireland were concerned in that abominable pro- 
feffion. 1 

I am your beft friend, 


W. W, 



A 






C 37 n 


A full and true account of the folemn pro- 
ccilion to the Gallows, at the execution 
of William Wood,. Efq; and Hardware- 
man *. 


Written in the year 1724. 


S OME time ago, upon a report fprcad, that 
William Wood, hardwareman, was concealed 
in his brother-in-law’s f lioufe here in Dublin, a 
great number of people of different conditions, and 
of both fexcs, crouded about the door, deter- 
minately bent to take revenge upon him, as a coin¬ 
er and a counterfeiter. Amongft the reft, a cer¬ 
tain curious perfon ftanding in a corner obferved, 
that they all difcovered their refentments in the 
proper terms and expreflions of their feveral trades 
and callings; whereof he wrote down as many as 
he could remember; and was pleafed to communi¬ 
cate them to me, with leave to publilh them for the 
ul'e of thole who at any time hereafter may be 
at a lofs for proper words wherein to exprefs 
their good difpolitions towards the laid William 
Wood. 

* In this piece the author makes the feveral artificers attend Wil¬ 
li Wood (represented by a log of timber) to (he gallowr., and e^ch 
tiadefman exprefTes his resentment in the terms of his proper calling. 
Tr.cn fellows the procefiion, moll humouroully deferibed. The 
whole is a pit*ce of ridicule too powerful ;or the ftroi.gef; gravity :o 
uhhuand. Orrery , 

*f On? Molyncux an ironmonger. 
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The people cried out to have him delivered into 
their hands. 

Says the parliament-man. Expel him the houfe . 
ad parliament-man. I fecond that motion . 

Cook. I’ll bajle him. 

2d Cook. I’ll give him his belly full. 

' 3d Cook. I’ll give him a lick in the chops . 

4th Cook. I’ll fovjce him. 

Drunken-man. I’ll beat him as long as I can fund. 
Book feller. I'll turn over a new leaf with him. 
Saddler. I’ll pummel him. 

Glazier. I’ll make the light fhine through him. 
Grocer. I’ll pepper him. 

Groom. I’i curry his hide. 

’Pothecary. I’ll pound him. 

2d ’Pothecary. I’ll beat him to mummy . 
Schoolmafter. I’ll make him an example . 
Rabbetcatcher. I’ll ferret him. 

Paviour. I’ll thump him. 

Coiner I’ll give him a rap . 

WHIG. Down with him. 

TORY. Up with him. 

Miller. I’ll dafh out his grinders . 

2d Miller. Dam him. 

Boatman. Sink him. 

Scavenger. Throw him in the kennel. 

Dyer. I’ll beat him black and blue . 

Bagnioman. I’ll make the houfe too hot for him. 
Whore. Pox rot him. 

2d Whore. Let me alone with him. 

3d Whore. Clap him up. 

-Jvluftard-maker. I’ll have him by the nofe. 
Curate. I’ll make the devil come out of h:m f 
Popifh-pridl:. I’ll fend him to the devil. 
Dancing-mafter. I ll leach him better manners. 

2d Dancing-mafter. I’ll make him cut a caper 
three ft 017 high. 

Farmer. I’ll thraf him. 

Tailor. I’ll lit on his fir Is, 


id 
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2d Tailor. Hell is too good for him. 

3d iailor. I’ll pink his doublet . 

4th Iailor. I’ll make his a-- make buttons . 

Bafketmaker. I’ll hamper him. 

Fiddler. I’ll have him by the ears . 

2d Fiddler. I’ll bang him to fome tune . 

Barber. I’ll have him by the beard . 

2d Barber. I’ll pull his 'wbijkcrs. 

3d Barber. I’ll make his hair hand on end. 

4th Barber. I’ll comb his locks . 
linker. I’ll try what metal he’s made of. 
Cobler. I’ll make an end of him. 

Tobacconift. I’ll make him [moke. 

2d robacconift. I’ll make him let up his pipes. 
Goldlinder. I’ll make him [link. 
Hackney-coachman. 111 make him know his 
driver . 

2d Hackney-coachman. I’ll drive him to the 
devil. 

Butcher. I’ll have a limb of him. 

2d Butcher. Let us blow him up. 

3d Butcher. My knife in him. 

Nurfe. I’ll fwaddle him. 

Anabaptift. We’ll dip the rogue in th z pond. 
Ollier. I’ll rub him daivn. 

Shoemaker. Set him in the Jlocks . 

Banker. I’ll kick him to halfcrowhs . 

2d Banker. I’ll pay him off. 

Bowler. I'll have a rubber with. him. 

Gameller. I’ll make his bones rattle. 
Bodicemaker. I’ll lace his Tides. 

Gardener. I’ll make him water his plants. 
Alewife. I’ll reckon with him. 

Cuckold. I’ll make him pull in his horns. 

Old woman. I’ll m?nnble him. 

Hangmen. I’ll throttle him. 


But 
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But at laft the people, having received affurances* 
that William Wood was neither in the houfe nor 
kingdom, appointed certain commiflioners to hang 
him in effigie ; whereof the whole ceremony and 
proceffion deferve to be tranfmitted to pofteritv. 

Firft, the way was cleared by a detachment of 
the blackguards, with fhort ftick in their hands, 
and cockades of paper in their hats. 

Then appeared William Wood, Efq: reprefentetl 
to the life by an old piece of carved timber, taken 
from the keel of a fhip. Upon his face, which 
looked very difmal, were fixed at proper di fiances 
feveral pieces of his own coin, to denote who he 
was, and to fignify his calling and his crime. Fie 
wore on his head a peruke, very artfully com- 
pofed of four old mops; a halter about his neck 
Served him for a cravat. His cloaths were indeed 
notfo neat and elegant as is ufual with perfons in his 
condition, (which fome cenforious people imputed to 
affectation), for he was covered with a large rugg 
of feveral colours in patchwork : he was borne up¬ 
on the fhoulders of an able-bodied porter. In his 
march by St. Stephen’s green, he often bowed on 
both fides to fhew his refpecSts to the company; his 
deportment was grave ; and his countenance, tho y 
fome what penfive, was very compofed. 

Behind him followed his father alone, in a long 
mourning cloak, with his hat over his nofe, and a 
handkerchief in his left hand to wipe the tears from 
his face. 

Next in order marched the executioner himfelf in 
perfon; whole venerable afpect drew the eyes of 
the whole affembly upon him ; but he was further 
diftinguifhed by a halter, which he bore upon his 
left fhoulder as the bage of his office. 

Then followed two perfons ; the one represent¬ 
ing William Wood’s brother-in-law ; the other a 
certain faddler, his intimate friend, whofe name I 
forget. Each had a fmall kettle in his hand, 

wherein- 
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'wherein was a reafonable quantity cf the new half¬ 
pence. At proper periods they ihook their kettles, 
which made a melancholy found, like the ringing 
of a knell for their partner and confederate. 

After thele followed feveral officers, whofe affift- 
ance was neccffiiry for the more decent performance 
of the great work in hand. 

The proceffion was clofed with an innumerable 
croud of people, who frequently fent out loud 
huzzas; which were cenfured by wifer heads as a 
mark of inhumanity, and an ungenerous triumph 
over the unfortunate, without duly conlidering the 
various viciffitudes of human life. However, as 
it becomes an impartial hiftorian, I will not con¬ 
ceal one obfervation, that Mr. Wood himfelf ap¬ 
peared wholly unmoved, without the lead: altera¬ 
tion in his countenance ; only when he came with¬ 
in fight of the fatal tree, which happened to be of 
the fame fpecies of timber with his own perfon, he 
feemed to be fomewhat penfive. 

At the place of execution he appeared undaunt¬ 
ed, nor was feen to died a tear. He made no re- 
Ijltance, but fubmitted himfelf with great refigna- 
tion to the hangman, who was indeed thought to 
ule him with too much roughnefs, neither killing 
him nor afldng him pardon. His dying SPEECH 
was printed, and deferves to be written in letters of 
GOLD. Being afked whether it were his own true 
genuine SPEECH, he did not deny it. 

Thofe of the fofter fex, who attended the cere¬ 
mony, lamented that fo comely and well-timbered 
a man ffiould come to fo untimely an end. He 
hung but a fliort time; for upon feeling his breaft, 
they found it cold and ftiff. 

It is ftrange to think, how this melancholy fpec- 
tacle turned the hearts of the people to compaffion. 
When he was cut down, the body was carried 
through the whole city to gather contributions for 
his wake ; and all forts of people lhewed their li« 

Vol.IV. F berality 
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berality according as they were able. The ceremo¬ 
ny was performed in an alehoufe of diftin&ion, and 
in a manner fuitable to the quality of the deceafed. 
While the attendants were difcourfing about his fu¬ 
neral, a worthy member of the affembly flood up, 
and propofed, that the body fliould be carried out 
the next day, and burned with the fame pomp and 
formalities tifed at his execution; which would pre¬ 
vent the malice of his enemies, and all indignities 
that might be done to his remains. This was a- 
greed to ; and, about nine o’clock, on the follow¬ 
ing morning there appeared a fecond proceffion. 
But, burning not having been any part of the fen- 
tence, authority thought fit to interpofe, and the 
corpfe was refcued by the civil power. 

We hear the body is not yet interred; which oc- 
calions many fpeculations. But, what is more won¬ 
derful, it is politively affirmed by many who pretend 
to have been eve-witneffies, that there does not appear 
the leaft alteration in any one lineament or feature 
of his countenance ; nor vifible decay in his whole 
frame, further than what had been made by worms 
long before his execution. The folution of which 
difficulty, I fhall leave among naturalifts. 
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Some Confiderations on the Attempts to pafs 
Mr. Wood’s brass money in Ireland. 

By a Lover of liis Country. 


IT is a melancholy confideration, to fee “ the fe- 
“ veral relolutions and addrefles of both houfes 
" of parliament pf Ireland, during their late fef- 
“ lion, the late addrefs of his Majefty’s juftices and 
“ privy council of that kingdom, and the petition 
<c of the county of the city of Dublin;” whereby 
the unanimous fenfe of this nation, and “ the great 
<c apprehenfions they were under, from importing 
“ and uttering copper halfpence and farthings in 
“ Ireland, by virtue of the patent granted to 
“ William Wood,” have been reprefented in the 
ftrongeft terms : I fay, it is a melancholy confide¬ 
ration, to fee the force of all thefe representations 
eluded by the petitions of a fingle perfon, lucli as 
Mr. Wood. 

If juftice hood on the fide of this fingle perfon, 
it ought to give good men pleafure to fee that right 
Ihould take place ; but when, on the contrary, the 
commonweal of a whole nation, the quieting the 
minds of a people diftra&ed with apprehenfion of 
the utmoft danger to their properties, nay, the pre- 
lervation of the purity of their laws, is "overborne 
by private interelt, what good man but muft la¬ 
ment fuch an unhappy ltate of affairs? 

And fince the matter was of this importance, 
and feemed to carry with it the teltimony of hea* 
ven, in the univerfal cry of the people, how could 
any particular members of a community, which had 
thus with one voice deprecated the evil, with any 
F 2 fherr 
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fhew of reafon take upon them the riik of any mif- 
carriage in a trial, in a fubordinate court ? 

It was to our gracious Sovereign, that all thefc 
addrefles and petitions were prefented : it was into 
his fatherly hands the whole nation committed the 
care of their caufe ; and it would have been the 
liigheft piece of arrogance for any perfon to have 
prefumed to take upon themfelves a ihare in that 
truft, which was only repofed in his Majefty’s hands. 
It is no wonder therefore, “ that every one was 
if guarded with caution, againft giving any advice 
* 4 or opinion in this matter of ftate for which 
reafon they ought to 44 apprehend great danger to 
“ themfelves from meddling in it.” 

Though 44 this proceeding may feem extraordi- 
41 nary yet it being on a moft extraordinary 
matter, on a matter of fuch importance, as feemed 
to involve the civil rights and properties of a whole 
nation in the ifiue of it ; on a matter wherein the 
Lords and Commons were complainants, and the 
King immediately concerned, not only as general 
father of his people, but alio as particular and on¬ 
ly truftee, in whom his people repoied entire con¬ 
fidence to redrefs the grievances complained of; was 
it not entirely realonable and fit, that every particular 
perfon of this kingdom fiiould reft upon what was 
done by the whole body of the people duly affem- 
bled in parliament, and not arrogantly affiime to 
themfelves a power of putting the fate of this na¬ 
tion to an iffiie before twelve men ? 

Since then it plainly appears, that this matter is 
of fuch a high nature, that no particular perfon 
ought to have intermeddled in it; it is to be pre¬ 
fumed, that the non-appearance of perfons u to 
44 fupport the united fenic of both houfes of par- 
“ liament of Ireland,” can never be conftrued as a 
general diffidence, of being able to 44 fupport the 
i4 charge brought againft the patent and patentee;” 
though indeed it might proceed from a general and 
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a very reafonable “ apprehenfion of a mifearmae” 
in this important affair ; “ wherein both houfes of 
“ parliament had declared themfelves fo fully con- 
“ and latished, upon evidence and exami¬ 

nation taken in the moft folemn manner • ” that 
for my part I (and fo I hope every true lover of 
his country on his part) will look upon their refolu- 
nons to have the fame dignity (in this cafe) with a 
maxim in law, quia maxima eji corum dignitas , et 
certijjima author it as, atque quod maxime omnibus pro - 
bentur. 

And therefore I don’t prefume to enter the lifts, 
in order to fupport the refolutions of both houfes 
oi: parliament; for I look upon it, that they arc 
fo lure and uncontrollable, that they ought not 
to be queftioned but it fliall be the bulinefs of 
this paper to point out fome of the mifehiefs which 
will naturally refult from this coinage of Mr. 
ood s, in cafe it lhould be forced upon us. 

We are told, that the power of ifluing this mo- 
ney of Wood’s is limited, “ and without any com- 
pulfion, and currency inforccd, to be received 
by luch only as would voluntarily and wilfully 
accept the fame.” But then it is melancholy to 
behold, that this patent is explained to be obligato¬ 
ry “ on all his Majefty’s officers and minifters,” to 
receive the fame. 

By this means there is a foundation laid for the 
molt unheard-of confulion that ever was introdu¬ 
ced into the bulinefs of a nation ; for here is efta- 
blifhed a fpecies of money, made of the bafeft me¬ 
tal, which none in employments under his Majefty 
muft refufe in payments to the crown or to them- 
felves, and yet all the reft of his fubjetfts are at 
liberty to refufe the fame in payments to be made 
to them, either by his Majefty, or by any other 
perfon. 

Thus the revenue of the crown will be highly 
prejudiced, by the want of intrinlic value in the 


coin 






46 Confide radons on the Attempts 

coin with which it is paid; and the army and all 
others in emploments under his Majefty, are the 
perions, who, in the firft place, muft bear the bur¬ 
then of this mifehief. For if they are the only per- 
fons who are obliged to receive this coin as current 
money, it is to be prefumed that no other perions 
will receive the lame but withcouliderable allowance 
for the d iference between the brafs money, and that 
made of gold and illver. 

And even with a confiderable allowance, it will 
be hard to conceive how this brafs money will 
find any degree of currency in the world, with¬ 
out the affiftance of a fet of men, who may pro¬ 
bably raife great eftates in this unfettled courie of 
affairs; but Inch a fet of people ought never to be 
encouraged by a wife government, for they will 
make their fortunes by the Ioffes of good fubje&s, 
and by preying on the revenue of the prince : and 
yet thofe hucktlcrs, or money-jobbers, will be 
found neceffary if this brafs money is made current 
in the exchequer. 

To fliew in fome meafure the proportion of this 
mifehief to his Majefty’s revenue, and to thofe in 
immediate offices under him ; it muft be confider- 
ed, that the grofs revenue of this kingdom is about 
500,0001. per annum ; out of which muft be de¬ 
duced the charge of collection and drawbacks ; 
which, to be fure, the feveral colle&ors, and thofe 
who are to receive the drawbacks will take care to 
receive in Sterling money ; about 80,000 1 . per an¬ 
num ; and there will remain for the diicharge of 
the civil and military lifts, penilons, See . 420,0001. 
per annum , which fum, it is probable, ilfues out of 
the treafury by monthly payments of about 35,000!. 
per month; for otherwile the current cafli in this 
nation could not poffibly pay the revenue, and ferve 
to carry on even the little bufinefs of this country, 
for it hath never been computed that our current 
coin amounts to more than 50,000 1. fo that if 

40,000 1. 
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40,°°° 1. of Mr. Wood’s brafs money is thrown 
in upon us (even admitting that no more of this 
pecies fhould be brought in), it is manifeft that 
tliat fum will be near one twelfth of the whole 
coin in the nation ; and more than one month’s 

p, y . . ,5 C1 ' 11 and military lifts, and penfions, &c 
of this kingdom. 

If this fum fhould ftagnate in the treafury, it is 
certain there will be no greater lofs (immediately 
di ought) oy this coin to the revenue, than the mo- 
ney that there lies dead amounts to : but if it is 
niued in monthly payments to the army, and other 
his Majefty s officers and minifters, as in all proba- 
1 ity it muft : then this coin, being compofed of a 
bale metal, current only in the exchequer, where 
it is received at an imaginary value, of at leaft 60 
per cent more^than the real value of the material, 
it will be fuddenly paid back again to the col¬ 
lectors and by that means pafs through the trea- 
iury, at leaft three times in every year- for 
there we are told, it is to meet with no let or mo- 
leftation. 

• /- nd / eein g Ae currency of this money is not 
in forced on any other of his Majefty’s fubiefts, it 
is eafy to conceive, that the difference of value be¬ 
tween this com, and the gold and filver, which will 
be current in the nation, will be fettled by the mo¬ 
ney-jobbers, at about 20 percent, difeount. 

I 3 y which means alone, there will be loft in the 
intnnfic value of the revenue the fum of 24,000 1. 
per annum without computing for the Ioffes which 
muft neceffarily be brought to the revenue, by the 
general diffidence, which the introducing this coin 
will create among the people; all which will be ma- 
j 1 , 1 e 1 t active of the trade and commerce of 
t le 'ingdom, and of dangerous confequence to 
the properties of the fubject.” 

And yet the evil has been here computed on a 
Juppofition that only 40,000 1. of this money will 
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be uttered in the kingdom ; but I take it to be im- 
poffible to limit the quantity that fhall be brought 
in, efpecially if the importers of it have fo lure a 
market for the fame as the exchequer. 

For though his Majefty Ihould be able to prevent 
Mr. Wood from coining any more than 40,000 1 . 
and fhould never hereafter be prevailed upon to 
grant his fpecial licence or authority to enlarge that 
fum, yet it will be impoflible to prevent the impor¬ 
tation of this fort of coin from other nations. 
And there have been fuch variety of dyes made ule 
of by Mr. Wood in ftamping his money, that it 
makes the dilcovery of counterfeits more difficult ; 
and the profit is fo great, that it will be a fufficient 
temptation to our induftrious neighbours of Hol¬ 
land to fend by large quantities of this coin to fo 
fure a market as the exchequer. 

And perhaps it may be a queftion among lawyers, 
whether a man can be punilhed, at the King’s fuit, 
for counterfeiting this coin, becaufe it is not the 
current coin of the kingdom ; for though thefe 
halfpence are to be received as money in the exche¬ 
quer, yet in trade they are no better than counters, 
and therefore the patent may perhaps be conftrued 
to be no more than a grant of a monopoly to make 
thofe counters. 

- But it is worth obferving, that if this patent is fo 
worded, as that his Majefty’s officers, employed in 
the receipt of his revenue, cannot refufe receiving 
this coin, it is directly contrary to two a£ts of par¬ 
liament now in force in this kingdom, and which 
are to be found in the books of rates diftributed 
among the officers of the revenue. 

For by the a£t of tonnage and poundage, 14 and 
15 Car. II. cap. 9. the duties thereby granted to his 
Majefty and his fucceffors, are to be paid in lawful 
money of England. And by the a<ffc of excife, or 
new impoft, 14 and 15 Car. II. cap. 8. it is ex- 
prefsly declared and enacted, “ That the feverai 

“ rates 
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tc r . ates anc ^ duties of cxcife, and all fines, penal- 
«« ties, forfeitures, or other fum, or fums of mo- 
c c nc 7 rate d, ini poled, fet, or forfeited, in and by 
€g 111s adf, are meant and intended to be current 
<( and lawful money or monies of England, and 
that all and every of the fame, be therefore de- 
manded, received, paid, and fatisfied accord- 
tngly.” 

By thefe aas it is manifest, that the collectors are 
obliged to receive the feveral duties arifing from the 
cultom and excife, in no otlier money but fuch as 
is current and lawful money of England; and Mr. 
'' ood’s halfpence and farthings not being current 
or lawful money in England, or in this kingdom, 
it this- patent is obligatory on them to receive pay¬ 
ments in this coin, it is contrary to acts of parlia¬ 
ment, and therefore void in itfelf. 

And if the feveral colleffors of his Majefty’s re¬ 
venue in this kingdom fhould receive the faid du¬ 
ties, or any part of them, in Mr. Wood’s brafs 
money, it would be afTuming to themfelves a power 
to difpenfe with thofe afts of parliament, contrary 
to the B ienfe of both houfes of parliament, and 
contrary to their refpective oaths ; fo that it feems 
highly reafonable, becaufe confonant to law, that 
the officers of the revenue fhould give orders 
to the inferior officers, not to receive this 
“ coin.” 

Perhaps it will be faid, that the King hath a pow¬ 
er to diiedt what coin he pleafes to be received by 
the officers of his revenue, and that this patent is 
in confequence of fuch a prerogative. But it is to 
be hoped, that this doflrine will never be main¬ 
tained, in favour of a coin, to which the whole 
nation, as well in parliament affiembled as in their 
private capacities, have {hewed a general dif- 
i*ke. 

Moreover, as this cafe flands circumftanced, it is 
a great queftion, whether his Majeftv hath fuch a 
Vol.IV. G - gif. 
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difpeqfing power: for though it fliould be allowed, 
that his Majefty might direct the receipt of his own 
revenue in what coin he pleafes; yet it is moft cer¬ 
tain, that his Majefty does not intend to inforce the 
currency of Wood’s money among any of his {ob¬ 
jects, much lels doth his Majefty intend to oblige 
thofe who are intitled, by act of parliament to be 
paid in current money of England, to receive this 
money of Mr. Wood’s. 

And it is plain, that, by the ad of excife, there 
are ieveral fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which, 
by virtue of that act, are to be received in current 
money of England, and to half thole fines, forfei¬ 
tures, and penalties, the informers are intitled by 
virtue of the laid ad : fo that if the officers fliould 
be obliged to receive them in brafs money, the in¬ 
formers muft neceffiirily loie the beneiit of the faid 
ad: and I may venture to fay, that ad cannot be 
repealed but by another ad, to be made by King, 
Lords, and Commons; and not by a patent. 

All thefe things having been, among many other 
very weighty matters, laid before both houfes of 
parliament of Ireland ; it is not to be wondered, 
that “ they reprefent, that the patent had been ob- 
<£ tained in a clandeftine and unprecedented man- 
“ ner, and by notorious milreprefentations of the 
“ {fate of Ireland.” For what can be more clan¬ 
deftine, than to obtain a patent with powers, not 
only “ highly prejudicial to his Majefty’s revenue, 
“ deftrudive of the trade and commerce of the 
“ kingdom, and of dangerous confequence to 
“ the properties of the lubjed,” but alfo contrary 
to feveral ads of parliament ? and that this was 
an unprecedented attempt, at leaft in this reign, 
will be readily allowed ; therefore all the repre¬ 
sentations made cf the ftate of Ireland, in order 
to obtain this patent, may with great truth be call¬ 
ed notorious nvfreprefentatwis . 


But 
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But it hits been faid, that his Majefty cannot 
proceed againft the patentee, but according to the 
known rules and maxims of law and juftice : and 
God forbid that any one of this kingdom lhould 
advife his Majefty to fubvert or difpenfe with any 
of our laws. No part of the addrefles from the 
houles of parliament of Ireland has the leaft ten¬ 
dency this way. 

For though the houfe of Commons, in their fe- 
cond addrefs to his Majefty, “ moft humbly befeecli 
his Majefty that he will be gracioufly pieafed to 
“ give directions to the feveral officers intruded 
“ with the receipt of his Majefty’s revenue, that 
<c they do not, on any pretence whatfoever, utter 
fucti halfpence and farthings yet, if his Ma¬ 
jefty had been gracioufly pieafed to have given or¬ 
ders, according to this humble addrefs of his peo¬ 
ple of Ireland ; it is humbly conceived that this 
would have been only an affirmance of the law of 
the land, as hath been faid, and not any way con¬ 
trary to law. 

For though his Majefty, by u his patent under 
tC the great feal of Great Britain, wills, requires, 
“ and commands his lieutenant, deputy, or other 
<c chief governor or governors of liis kingdom of 
<c Ireland, and all other officers and minifters of 
“ his Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors in England, 
“ Ireland, or elfewhere, to be aiding and affifting 
c< to the faid William Wood, his executors, &c. 
li in the execution of all or any the powers, au- 
“ thorities, directions, matters, or things to be 
“ executed by him or them, or for his or their be- 
c ‘ nefit or advantage, by virtue, and in purfuance 
“ of the faid indentures yet it is “ in all things 
4< as becometh,” &c. And this is to be expounded 
by the known laws of the land, and by other parts 
of the faid patent, whereby it is manifeft, that his 
Majefty never intended “ to inforce the currency 
G 2 of 
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u of this money, to be received by any perfon, that 
ic would not voluntarily and wilfully accept the 
“ fame.” 

Therefore, fince the people have fliewed a gene¬ 
ral diflike of this coin, it is to be hoped, that fome 
method will be found out to eafe their minds from 
the diffraction they are under on this occafion. 




A fhorfc 
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A fliort Vie\t of the State of Ireland. 
Written in the year 1727. 


T AM afiured, that it hath for i’ome time been 
praCtifed as a method of making mens court, 
w hen the y are a ^ e( i about the rate of lands, the 
abilities of tenants, the hate of trade and manu¬ 
facture in this kingdom, and how their rents are 
paid, to anfwer, that in their neighbourhood all 
things are in a flourilhing condition, the rent and 
purchafe of land every day increafing. And if a 
gentleman happen to be a little more lincere in his 
reprefentations; befides being looked on as not 
well affeCted, he is fure to have a dozen contradict¬ 
ors at his elbow. I think it is no manner of fecret 
why thefe queftions are io cordially alked, or fo 
obligingly anfwered. 

But fince, with regard to the affairs of this king- 
dom, I have been ufing all endeavours to fubdue 
my indignation ; to which indeed I am not pro¬ 
voked by any perfonal intereft, not being the own¬ 
er of one fpot of ground in the whole ifland ; I 
fhall only enumerate by rules generally known, and 
never contradicted, what are the true caufes of any 
country s flourifhing and growing rich ; and then 
examine what effects arife from thofe caufes in the 
kingdom of Ireland. 

The firft caufe of a kingdom’s thriving is, the 
fruitfulncfs of the foil to produce the neceflaries 
and conveniences of life; not only fufficient for 
the inhabitants, but for exportation into other 
countries. 

The fecond is, the indufiry of the people, in 

working 
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working up all their native commodities to the lafi: 
degree of manufacture. 

The third is, the conveniency of fafe ports and 
havens to carry out their own goods as much ma¬ 
nufactured, and bring in thofe of others as little 
manufactured, as the nature of mutual commerce 
will allow. 

The fourth is, that the natives fhould, as much 
as poffible, export and import their goods in vei- 
fels of their own timber, made in their own coun¬ 
try. 

The fifth is, the privilege of a free trade in all 
foreign countries, which will permit them, ex¬ 
cept thofe who are in war, with their own prince 
or Rate. 

The fixth is, by being governed only by laws 
made with their own confent; for otherwife they 
are not a free people. And therefore all appeals 
for juftice, or applications for favour or prefer¬ 
ment, to another country, are fo many grievous 
impoverifliments. 

The feventh is, by improvement of land, encou¬ 
ragement of agriculture, and thereby increafing the 
number of their people ; without which any coun¬ 
try, however blefled by nature, muft continue 
poor. 

The eighth is, the refidence of the prince, or 
chief adminiftrator of the civil power. 

The ninth is, the concourfe of foreigners for e- 
ducation, curiofity, or pleafure ; or as to a general 
mart of trade. 

The tenth is, by difpofing all offices of honour, 
profit, or truft, only to the natives ; or at leaft 
with very few exceptions, where ftrangers have long 
inhabited the country, and are fuppofed to under- 
ftand and regard the intereft of it as their own. 

The eleventh is, when the rents of lands, and 
profits of employments, arc fpent in the country 
which produced them and not in another; the 

former 
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former of which will certainly happen, where the 
love of our native country prevails. 

1 he twelfth is, by the public revenues being all 
Ipent and employed at home, except on the occa- 
iions of a foreign war. 

I he thirteenth is, where the people are not ob- 
liged, unlefs they tind it for their own intereft or 
conveniency, to receive any monies, except of their 
own coinage by a public mint, after the manner of 
all civilized nations. 

The fourteenth is, a difpofition of the people of 
a country to wear their own manufactures, and 
import as few incitements to luxury, either in 
cloaths, furniture, food, or drink, as'they poffiblv 
can live conveniently without. 

. There are many other caufes of a nation’s thriv¬ 
ing, which I at prelent cannot recollect: but with¬ 
out advantage from at leaft fome of thefe, after 
turning my thoughts a long time, I am not able to 
di/cover from whence our wealth proceeds, and 
therefore would gladly be better informed. In the 
mean time I will here examine, what {hare fills to 
Ireland of thefe caufes, or of the ededs and con¬ 
fluence. 

It is not my intention to complain, but barely to 
relate fadls ; and the matter is not of {mail import¬ 
ance. For it is allowed, that a man who lives in a 
lohtary houfe, far from help, is not wife in endea¬ 
vouring to acquire in the neighbourhood the repu¬ 
tation of being rich ; becaule thofe who come for 
gold, will go off with pewter and brafs, rather than 
return empty ; and in the common practice of the 
world, thofe who poflefs moft wealth, make the 
leaf! parade ; which they leave to others, who have 
nothing elfe to bear them out in {hewing their faces 
on the Exchange. 

As to the firft caufe of a nation’s riches, being 
the fertility of the foil, as well as temperature of 
climate, we have no reafon to complain : for, al¬ 
though 







56 A SHORT VIEW OF THE 

though the quantity of unprofitable land in this 
kingdom, reckoning bog and rock, and barren 
mountain, be double in proportion to what it is in 
England ; yet the native productions, which both 
kingdoms deal in, are very near an equality in point 
of goodnefs, and might with the fame encourage¬ 
ment be as well manufactured. I except mines and 
minerals ; in fome of which however we are only 
defective in point of Ik ill and induftry. 

In the fecond, which is the induftry of the peo¬ 
ple, our misfortune is not altogether owing to our 
own fault, but to a million of diicouragements. 

The conveniency of ports and havens, which na¬ 
ture hath beftowed ft> liberally on this kingdom, is 
of no more ufe to us, than a beautiful profpect to 
a man fliut up in a dungeon. 

As to fliipping of its own, Ireland is fo utterly 
unprovided, that, of all the excellent timber cut 
down within thefe fifty or flxty years, it can hardly 
be laid, that the nation hath received the benefit of 
one valuable houfe to dwell in, or one fliip to trade 
with. 

Ireland is the only kingdom I ever heard or read 
of, either in ancient or modern ftory, which was 
denied the liberty of exporting their native commo¬ 
dities and manufactures wherever they pleafed, ex¬ 
cept to countries at war with their own prince or 
Rate : yet this privilege, by the fuperiority of mere 
power, is refilled us in the moft momentous parts 
of commerce; belldes an aCt of navigation, to which 
we never confentcd, pinned down upon us, and ri- 
goroufly executed ; and a thoufand other unexam¬ 
pled circumftances, as grievous as they are invidi¬ 
ous to mention. To go on to the reft : 

It is too well knowm, that we are forced to obey 
fome laws we never confented to ; which is a condi¬ 
tion I muft not call by its true uncontroverted name 
for fear of Lord Chief Juftice Wliitflied’s ghoft, 
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■with, his libertas et natale Jclum *, written for a mot- 
to on his coach, .is it itood at the door of the court, 
while he was perjuringhimfelf to betray both. Thus 
we are in the condition of patients, who have phyfic 
lent them by doctors at a diftance, ftrangersto their 
conftitution and the nature of their difeafe : and 
thus we are forced to pay live hundred per cent, to 
decide our properties : in all which we have like- 
wife the honour to be diftinguilhed from the whole 
race of mankind. 

As to the improvement of land : thofe few who 
attempt that or planting, through covetoulnefs or 
want of lkill generally leave things worfe than they 
were ; neither fucceeding in trees nor hedges ; and 
by running into the fancy of grazing, after the 
manner of the Scythians, are every day depopulat¬ 
ing the country. 

We are fo far from having a king to refide a- 
mong us, that even the viceroy is generally abfent 
four fifths of his time in the government. 

No ftrangers from other countries make this a 
part of their travels ; where they can expert to fee 
nothing but lccnes of mifery and defolation. 

Thofe who have the misfortune to be born here* 
have the leaft title to any conliderable employment; 
to which they are fcldom preferred, but upon a po¬ 
litical confideration. 

One third part of the rents of Ireland is fpent in 
England ; which, with the profit of employments, 
penfions, appeals, journeys of pleafure or health, 
education at the inns of court and both univerfities, 
remittances at pleafure, the pay of all fuperior offi¬ 
cers in the army, and other incidents, will amount 
to a full half of the income of the whole kingdom, 
all clear profit to England. 

We are denied the liberty of coining gold, filver, 
or even copper. In the ifle of Man they coin their 

* Liberty at d rr.y native country. 

Vol.IV- H 
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own filver: every petty prince, vaflal to the empe¬ 
ror, can coin what money he pleafeth. And in 
this, as in moft of the articles already mentioned, 
we are an exception to all other Rates or monar¬ 
chies that were ever known in the world. 

As to the laft, or fourtemh article, we take fpe- 
cial care to acl diametrically contrary to it in the 
whole courfe of our lives. Both fexes, but efpe- 
cially the women, defpife ;lnd abhor to wear any of 
their own manufactures, even thofe which are bet¬ 
ter made than in other countries ; particularly a fort 
of iilk plaid, thro* which the workmen are forced to 
run a kind of gold thread that it may pals for Indi¬ 
an. Even ale and potatoes are imported from Eng¬ 
land, as well as corn : and our foreign trade is 
little more than importation of French wine, for 
which I am told we pay ready money. 

Now, if all this be true, (upon which I could 
cafily enlarge), I would be glad to know, by what 
fecret method it is, that we grow a rich and flou- 
rilliing people without liberty, trade, manufactures, 
inhabitants, money, or the privilege of coining; 
without induftry, labour, or improvement of land; 
and with more than half the rent and profits of the 
whole kingdom annually exported, for which we 
receive not a tingle farthing : and to make up all 
this, nothing worth mentioning, except the linen 
of the north, a trade cafual, corrupted and at 
mercy ; and feme butter from Cork. If we do 
fiourifh, it muff be againft every law of nature and 
reafon : like the thorn at Glaftenbury, that blol- 
foms in the mid ft of winter. 

Let the worthy commifFioners, who come from 
England, ride round the kingdom, and obferve the 
face of nature, or the face of the natives ; the im¬ 
provement of the land ; the thriving numerous 
plantations ; the noble woods ; the abundance and 
vicinity of country-feats; the commodious farmers 
houfes and barns; the towns and villages, where 
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every body is bufy, and thriving with all kinds of 
manufactures ; the Ihops full of goods wrought to 
perfection, and filled with cuftomers ; the comfort¬ 
able diet, and drefs, and dwellings of the people ; 
the vaft numbers of fhips in our harbours and docks, 
and fliipwrights in our lea-port towns; the roads 
crouded with carriers, laden with rich manufac¬ 
tures ; the perpetual concourfe to and fro of pom¬ 
pous equipages. 

With what envy and admiration would thofe gen¬ 
tlemen return from lb delightful a progrefs ? what 
glorious reports would they make, when they went 
back to England. 

But my heart is too heavy to continue tills irony 
longer,; for it is manifeft, that whatever ft ranger 
took fiich a journey, would be apt to think himfclf 
travelling in Lapland or Iceland, rather than in a 
country lb favoured by nature as ours, both in 
fruitfulnefs of foil, and temperature of climate. 
Ihe miferable drels, and diet, and dwelling of the 
people ; the general defolation in rnoft parts of the 
kingdom ; the old feats of the nobility and gentry 
all in ruins, and no new ones in their Read ; the fa¬ 
milies of farmers, who pay great rents, living in 
filth and naftinefs upon buttermilk and potatoes, 
without a Ihoe or Rocking to their feet, or a houfe 
fio convenient as an English hog-llv to receive them. 
Thefc indeed may be comfortable fights to an 1 ng- 
lifh fpeefaton: who comes for a fiiort time, only 
to learn the language * and returns back to his own 
country, whither he finds ail our wealth tranlmitted. 

Nojlra miferia magna cjl . 

There is not one argument tiled to prove the 
riches of Ireland, which is not a logical demonftra- 
tion of its poverty. The rile oF our rents is fqueez- 
ed out of the very blood, and vitals, and cloaths, 
ana dwelling of the tenants, who live worfe than 
Engiilh beggars. The lownefs of inter eft, in all o- 
II 2 th. r 
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ther countries a iign of wealth, is in us a proof of 
mifery; there being no trade to employ any bor¬ 
rower. Hence alone comes the dearnefs of land, 
iince the favers have no other way to lay out their 
money: hence the dearnefs of neceilaries for life : 
becaufe the tenants cannot afford to pay fuch extra¬ 
vagant rates for land, (which they muff take or go 
a "b e ggi n g)> without railing the price of cattle, arid 
of corn, although themfelves iliould live upon 
chaff. Hence our increafeef buildings in this city; be¬ 
caufe workmen have nothing to do but to employ one 
another, and one half of them are infallible undone. 
Hence the daily increafe of bankers, who may be a 
necefiary evil in a trading country, but lb ruinous 
in ours ; who for their private advantage, have lent 
away all our lilver, and one third of our gold : fo 
that within three years pah the running calh of the 
nation, which was about five hundred thoufand 
pounds, is nowlefs than two, and muff daily dimi- 
nifh, unlcfs we have liberty to coin, as well as that 
important kingdom, the ifle of Man, and the mcan- 
ell: principality in the German empire, as I before 
obferved. 

I have fometimes thought, that this paradox of 
the kingdom growing rich is chiefly owing to thole 
worthy gentlemen the BANKERS ; who, except 
fome culfomhoufe ollicers, birds of paffage, op- 
preffive thrifty Tquires, and a few others who lhall 
be namelefs,are the only thriving people among us: 
and I have often wifhed, that a law were enacted to 
hang up half a dozen bankers every year, and 
thereby interpofe at leaft lbme fhort delay to the 
further ruin of Ireland. 

Te are idle , ye are idle , anfwered Pharaoh to the 
Ifraelites, when they complained to his Majefly, that 
they were forced to make bricks without ft raw. 

England enjoys everyone of thofe advantages for 
enriching a nation, which I have above enumerat¬ 
ed ; and into the bargain, a good million returned 
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ro them every year without labour orhazard, or one 
farthing value received on our fide : but how long 
we lhail oe able to continue the payment, I am not 
under the leaf! concern. One thing I know, that 
'when the hen isjlarved to death , there will be no more 
golden eggs. 

I think it a little unhofpitable, and others juav 
call it a fubtile piece of malice, that becaufe there 
may be a dozen families in this town abie to enter¬ 
tain their Englilh friends in a generous manner at 
their tables, their guefts upon their return to Eng¬ 
land, fhall report, that we wallow in riches and 
luxury. 

Yet, I confefs, I have known an hofpital, where 
all the houfehold-officers grew rich; while the poor, 
for whole fake it was built, were almoft ftarving 
for want of food and raiment. 

To conclude, if Ireland be a rich and flouriffi- 
ing kingdom, its wealth and profperity mu ft be 
owing to certain caufes, that are yet concealed from 
the whole race of mankind; and the efteefts are e- 
qually invifible. We need not wonder at ftrangers 
when they deliver fuch paradoxes ; but a native and 
inhabitant of this kingdom, who gives the fame ver¬ 
dict, mull: be either ignorant to ftupidirv, or a man- 
pleaier at the expenfe of all honour, confcience, 
and truth *. 

prefent Pate oi Ireland •f' is, In gener?l, as flourtfning as 
pofiiblc. Agriculture is cultivated : arts and feienics arc encouraged : 
and in the lpace of eighteen years, which is almolt ihc full time hi*t 
I nave known it, no kingdom can be more improved. Ireland, in re¬ 
lation to England, may be compared to a younger filler lately come of 
age, alter haying fufFereJ all the mifeiies of an injured minor, lu.h 
as law-fuits, incroachments upon her property, violation of her rights, 
deftruflion of her tenants, and every evil that can be named. Atlength 
time, and her own nc blefpirit of induftry, have entirely relieved fur, 
a;ni, l’ome little heartburnings excep-ed, {he enjoys the quiet poffefiicn 
'•r a very ample fortune, fubiecF, by way of acknowledgement, to ccr~ 
;«sn quitrents, payable to the elder branch of her houfe. 'Jo-' Ur all 
nail, fhe cannot have a greater fortune than fhe defer ve?. Ot-ey. 
t ’7S 1 - 
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An Answer to a paper, called, A memo - 
rial cj the poor inhabitants, tradejmen, and 
labourers of the kingdom of Ireland . 

Written in the year 1728. 


T Received a p^per from you, . whoever you are, 

primed without any name of author or printer; 
and fent, 1 fuppofe, to me among others without 
any particular diftinclion. It contains a complaint 
of the dearnefs of corn ; and fome fchemes for 
making it cheaper, which I cannot approve of. 

But pray permit me, before I go further, to give 
you a fhort hiltory of the fteps by which we arri¬ 
ved at this hopeful iituation. 

It was indeed the fhameful practice of too many 
IrHh farmers to wear out their ground with plough¬ 
ing; while, either through poverty, lazinefs, or 
ignorance, they neither took care to manure it as 
they ought, nor give time to any part of the land to 
recover itfclf; and when their leafes are near expir¬ 
ing, being allured that their landlords would not 
renew, they ploughed even the meadows, and made 
inch havock, that many landlords were conlider- 
abie miter ers by it*. 

This gave birth to that abominable race of gra- 
iiers, who upon expiration of the farmers leafes 
were ready to ingrofs great (quantities of land ; and 
the gentlemen having been before often ill paid, 
and their land wore out of heart, were too eafily 

* Thk pr i&lc? probably p^^ced the penal claufes to prohibit 
ploughing, mentioned in ttic Vuftfelfor tL ur.iv: jal ufe of 1 ijh v.a- 
nufuJurt . 
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tempted,^ v/hen a rich grafier made an offer to take 
all their land, and give them fecurity for payment. 
1 hus, a vait tract of land, where twenty or thirty 
fanners lived, together with their cottagers and la¬ 
bourers in their ieveral cabbins, became all defo- 
latc, and eafily managed by one or two herdlinen 
and their boys; whereby the mafter-gralier with 
little trouble ieized to himfelf the livelihood of a 
hundred people. 

It muft be confefied, that the farmers were juft- 
lv punifhed for their knavery, brutality, and follv. 
Lut neither are the fquires and landlords to be ex- 
culed; for to them is owing the depopulating of the 
country, the vail number of beggars, and the ruin 
ot thole few lorry improvements we had. 

That farmers ihould be limited in ploughing is 
very reafonable, and pra&ifed in England ; and 
might have ealily been done here by penal claul'es 
m their leafes : but to deprive them in a manner 
altogether from tilling their lands, was a moil: llu- 
pid want of thinking. 

Had the farmers been confined to plough a cer¬ 
tain quantity of land, with a penalty often pounds 
an acre for whatever they exceeded, and farther li¬ 
mited for the three or four lali years of their leaies, 
all this evil had been prevented ; the nation would 
have faved a million of money; and been more po¬ 
pulous by above two hundred thoufand fouls. 

For a people denied the benefit of trade, to ma¬ 
nage their lands in fuch a manner as to produce 
nothing, but what they are forbidden to trade 
with, or only fuch things as they can neither export 
noi manufacture to advantage; is an abfurdity that 
a wild Indian would be aihamed of; efpeciailv 
when we add, that we are content to purchafe this 
hopeful commerce by fending to foreign markets 
for our daily bread. 

The grafier’s employment is to feed great flocks 
of iheep, or black cattle, or both. With regard 
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to fheep, as folly is ufually accompanied with per™ 
verfenefs, fo it is here. There is fomething fo 
monftrous to deal in a commodity (further than for 
our own ufe) which we are not allowed to export 
manufadted, nor even unmanufactured, but to one 
certain country, and only to fome few ports in that 
country ; there is, I fay, fomething fo fottifh, that 
it wants a name in our language to exprefs it by ; 
and the good of it is, that the more flieep we have, 
the fewer human creatures are left to wear the 
wool, or eat the flefh. Ajax was mad, when he 
miftook a flock of fheep for his enemies : but we 
jhall neverT>e fober, until we have the fame way of 
thinking. 

The other part of the gralier’s bulinefs is what 
we call black cattle , producing hides, tallow, and 
beef for exportation : all which are good and ufe- 
ful commodities, if rightly managed. But it feems, 
the greateft part of the hides are fent out raw for 
want of bark to tan them ; and that want will dai¬ 
ly grow ftronger: for, I doubt, the new project of 
tanning without it is at an end. Our beef, I am a- 
fraid, flill continues fcandalous in foreign markets 
for the old reafons. But our tallow, for any thing 
I know, may be good. However, to beftow the 
whole kingdom on beef and mutton, and there¬ 
by drive out half the people, who fhould eat their 
fliare, and force the relt to fend fometimes as far as 
Egypt for bread to eat with it, is a moft peculiar 
and diftinguifhed piece of public oeconomy, of 
which I have no comprehenfion. 

I know very well that ouranceftors the Scythians, 
and their pofterity our kinfmen the Tartars, lived 
upon the blood, and milk, and raw flefh of their 
cattle, without one grain of corn; but I confefs 
myfelf fo degenerate, that I am not eafy without 
bread to my vi&uals. 

What amazed me for a week or two, was to fee, 
in this prodigious plenty of cattle, and dearth of 
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human creatures, and want of bread, as well as 
money to buy it, that all kind of flefh-meat fliould 
be monftroufly dear, beyond what was ever known 
in this kingdom. I thought it a defect in the laws, 
that there was not fome regulation in the price of 
flefh, as well as bread : but I imagine myfelf to 
have guefled out the reafon : in fhort, I am apt to 
think, that the whole kingdom is overdocked with 
cattle, both black and white : and as it is obferved, 
that the poor Irifli have a vanity to be rather own- 
eis of two lean cows, than one fat, although with 
double the charge of grahng, and but half the 
quantity of milk ; fo I conceive it much more dilli - 
cult at prefent to find a fat bullock or wether, than 
it would be, if half of them were fairly knocked* 
on the head : for I am allured, that the di It riff in 
the feveral markets, called carrion-row , is as red- 
fonable as the poor can delire ; only the circum- 
ftance of money to purchafe it, and' of trade, or 
labour, to purchafe that money, are indeed who:-®, 
ly wanting. 

Now, Sir, to return more particularly to you, and 
your memorial. 

A hundred thoufand barrels of wheat, you fay, 
fliould be imported hither; and ten thoufand pounds 
premium to the importers. Have you looked into 
the purfe of the nation ; I am no commiffioner of 
the trealury ; but am well afiured, that the whole 
running cafh would not fupply you with a fum to 
purchafe fo much corn, which only at twenty fhik 
lings a-barrel, will be a hundred thoufand pounds; 
and ten thoufand more for the premium But veu 
will traffic for your corn with other goods : and 
where are thofe goods ? If you had them, they are 
all engaged to pay the rents of abfentees, and other 
occafions in London, betides a huge balance of 
ti ade this year agamft us. Will foreigners take 
our bankers paper ? I fuppofe, they will value 
it a little more than fo much a quire. ' Where are 
Vol.IV. I xheft 
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thefe rich farmers and ingroffers of corn, in fo bad 
a year, and fo little lowing ? 

You are in pain for two {hillings premium, and 
forget the twenty {hillings for the price; line! me 
but the latter, and I will engage for the former. 

Your fcheme for a tax for railing fuch a fum is 
ail vifionary, and owing to a great want of know¬ 
ledge in the miferable itate of this nation. Tea, 
coffee, fugar, fpices, wine, and foreign cloaths, arc 
the particulars you mention, upon which this tax 
fhould be raifed. 1 will allow the two fir If : be- 
becaufe they are unwholefome ; and the laft, be- 
caufe I fhould be glad if they were all burned ; but 
I beg you will leave us our wine to make us a 
while forget our mifery : or give your tenants 
leave to plough for barley. But 1 will tell you a 
iecret, which I learned many years ago from the 
commiffioners of the cuftoms in London : they 
faid, when any commodity appealed to be taxed 
fibove a moderate rate, the confequence was to lef- 
fen that branch of the revenue by one half; and 
one of thofe gentlemen pleafantly told me, that the 
miftake of parliaments on fuch occaflons was ow¬ 
ing to an error of computing two and two to make 
four; whereas in the bufinefs of laying heavy im- 
pohtions two and two never made more than one; 
which happens by leffening the import, and the 
ftrong temptation of running fuch goods as paid 
high duties, at leaf! in this kingdom. Although 
the women are as vain and extravagant as their 
lovers or their hufbands can deferve, and the 
men are fond enough of wine, yet the number 
of both who can afford fuch expenfes, is fo 
finall, that the major part muff refufe gratifying 
themfelyes, and the duties will rather be leffened 
than increafed. But allowing no force in tliis ar¬ 
gument ; yet fo preternatural a fum, as one hun¬ 
dred and ten thou land pounds, raifed all on a hid¬ 
den, (for there is no dallying with hunger, is juft 
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3 ii proportion with railing a million and a half in 
England; which, as things now ftand, would oro- 
bahly bring that opulent kingdom under fome dif- 
Acuities. 

1 oil are concerned how Grange and furprifinor it 
would be in foreign parts to hear, that the poor 
were itarving in a rich country, &c. Are you in 
earnelt ? is Ireland the rich country you mean ? 
or are you infulting our poverty ? were you ever 
•out of Ireland ? or were you ever in it till of late? 
you may probabiy have a good employment, and 
are laving all you can to purchafe a good eftate in 
England. But by talking fo familiarly of one hun¬ 
dred and ten thou find pounds by a tax upon a few 
commodities, it is plain, you are either naturally or 
aite&edly ignorant cf our prefent condition ; or 
clfe you would know and allow, that Ihcli a Aim is 
not to be railed here, without a general excife ; 
Ance, in proportion to our wealth, we pay already 
in taxes more than England ever did in the height 
of the war. And when you have brought over 
your corn, who will be buyers ? Mofl certainly, not 
the poor, who will not be able to purchafe the 
twentieth part of it. 

. upon the whole, your paper is a very crude 
piece, liable to more objections than there are lines ; 
but, I think, your meaning is good, and lb far you 
are pardonable. J 

If you will propofe a general contribution for 
lupporting the poor in potatoes and buttermilk, till 
the new corn comes in, perhaps you may lucceed 
better •, becaufe the thing at leaf! is pollible: and I 
think if our brethren in England would contribute 
upon this emergency, out of the million they gain 
fiom us every year, they would do a piece of ju¬ 
stice as well as charity. In the mean lime go and 
preach to your own tenants to fail to the plough as 
fall: as they can ; and prevail with your neighbour¬ 
ing requires to do the lame with theirs; or elie die 
* 3 with 
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with the guilt of having driven away half the inha¬ 
bitants, and starving the reft. For, as to your 
fcheme ot railing “ one hundred and ten thou- 
“ fand pounds/' it is as vain as that of Rabelais, 
which was to fqueeze out wind from the pofteriors 
of a dead afs. 

But why all this concern for the poor? We want 
them not as the country is now managed; they may 
follow thoufands of their leaders, and feek their 
bread abroad. Where the plough has no work, 
one family can do the buftnefs of fifty, and you may 
lend away the other forty-nine. An admirable 
piece of hufbandry, never known or pra&ifed by 
the wifeft nations, who erroneoully thought people 
to be the riches of a country. 

If lo wretched a ftate of things would allow it, 
methinks I could have a malicious pleafure, after all 
the warning I have given the public at my own pe¬ 
ril for feveral years paft, to fee the confequences 
and events anfwering in every particular. I pre¬ 
tend to no lagacity ; what I write was little more 
than what I had difcourfed to feveral perfons, who 
were generally of my opininion : and it was obvi¬ 
ous to every common underftanding, that fuch ef¬ 
fects mu ft needs follow from fuch caufes. A fair 
iiTue of things begun upon party-rage, while fome 
facrificed the public to fury, and others to am¬ 
bition : while a fpirit of faction and oppreffion 
reigned in every part of the country, where gentle¬ 
men, inftead of confulting the eafe of their tenants 
or cultivating their lands, were worrying one ano¬ 
ther upon points of Whig and Tory, of high church 
and low church;; which no more concerned them, 
tjian the long and famous controverfy of ftrops 
for razors*; while agriculture was wholly dif- 

* A piece of leather patted on wood to be ufed with a certain pow¬ 
er, for the p opcrry ar.d excellence of wh;ch fuveial competitors ea¬ 
gerly contended. 
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couraged, and confequently half the farmer, and 
labourers, and poor tradefmen, forced to beggary 
or ban,foment : “ Wifdom crieth in the ftrem 
„ becaufe I have called on you ; I have ftremhed 

« fe^ a Tno ha ? d, ir dn0ma r reSarded - But have 
« ml S r aU T counfels, and would none of 

« 3 Z l nT\ 1 al! ° W j U 1:lU S h ac Jour calamity, 
and mock when your fear cometh.” 

1 have now done with your memorial, and freely 
excufe your miitakes, Cnee you appear to write as a 
ftranger, and as of a country which is left at liberty 

beft of thof k T BtS ° f n r re ’ and t0 make th ' c 
in r V r fe advanta g« which God hath given it 
in fod,, climate, and tituation. 

But having lately fent out a paper, intitled 4 
Jlortview efthejiate of Ireland- and hearing of an 
objection, that iome people think I have treated 
the memory of the late Lord Chief Juftice Whirfhed 

bablv ' a h a t PPearan e e ° f feVeHty : fince 1 ma y not pro- 
frlf in £ a "other opportunity of explaining rr.v- 
felf in that particular,I chufe to do it here ; laHnsfot 

vdl he 16 down for a pojhdatim, which I foppofe 
will be umverfally granted, that no little creature 
of io mean a birth and genius had ever the honot.r 
to be a greater enemy to his country, and -o all 
kinds of virtue than HE. I anfwer thus : Whe¬ 
ther there be two different goddeffes called Fame 

frnrnT 6 aUth ,°^ S COntend > or only one goddefs 
‘ “”fj r ‘|? r l . Wl3 C ‘f i j c ' n trumpets, it is certain, that 
people diibnguifhed for their villany have as -ood a 
title to a blaft from the proper trumpet asthofo 
who are moft renowned fir their virS W from 
the other ; and have equal reafon to complain if it 
be refufed them. And accordingly the names of 

trarff ^ C f I ‘j brated P rf "%ates have been faithfully 
tranhmtted down to pofterity. And although the 

pcifon here underftood acted his part in an ob- 
fCUie COrner thc world 5 yet his talents might 

hiive 
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have {hone with luftre enough in the nobleft 
lcene. 

As to my naming a perfon dead, the plain ho- 
neft reafon is the beft. He was armed with power, 
and will to do mifcief, even where he was not pro¬ 
voked, as appeared by his profecuting two printers, 
one to death, and both to ruin, who had neither 
offended God, nor the King, nor him, nor ihe 
public. 

What an encouragement to vice is this ? If an ill 
man be alive, and in power, we dare not attack 
him, and if he be weary of the world, or of his 
own villanies, he has nothing to do but die, and 
then his reputation is fafe. For thefe excellent 
cafuiftsknow juft Latin enough to have heard a moft 
foolifh precept, that de mortuis nil nifi bonum ; fo 
that if Socrates, and Anytus his accufer *, had 
happened to die together, the charity of furvivors 
muff either have obliged them to hold their peace, 
or to £x the fame character on both. The only 
crime of charging the dead is, when the leaft doubt 
remains whether the accufation be true ; but when 
men are openly abandoned, and loft to all fhame, 
they have no reafon to think it hard if their me¬ 
mory be reproached. Whoever reports, or other- 
wife published any thing, which it is poflible may 
be falfe, that man is a flanderer ; hie niger eft , hunt 
t!i y Romanc , cavcto . Even the leaft mifreprefenta- 
tion, or aggravation of facts, deferves the fame 
cenfure in fome degree: but in this cafe I am quite 
deceived ; if my error hath not been on the fide 
of extenuation. 

I have new prefent before me the idea of fome 
perfons (I know not in what part of the world) 
who fpend every moment of their lives, and every 
turn of their thoughts while they are awake, (and 

* Anytus one of the wretches whoaccufcd Socrates of contemning 
the gods, and endeavouring 10 fubvert the religion oi h.s country. 
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probably of their dreams while they deep), in the 
moft deteftable aft ions and defigns who delight in 
milchief, fcandal, and obloquy, with the hatred 
and contempt of all mankind' againll: them ; but 
chiefly of thole among their own party, and their 
own family; luch, whole odious qualities rival 
each other for perfection ; avarice, brutality, fac¬ 
tion, piide, malice, treachery, noife, impudence, 
dulneis, ignorance, vanity, and revenge, contend¬ 
ing every moment for fuperiority in their breafts. 
.Such creatures are not to be reformed ; neither is 
it prudent or fafe to attempt a reformation. Yet, 
although their memories will rot, there mav be 
fome benefit for their lurvivors, to fmell it while it 
is rotting. 

I am, SIR, 

your humble fervant, 

Dublin, March 2j. 

1728. 


A. B. 
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A Vindication of his Excellency John 
Lord Ca rteret, from the charge of fa¬ 
vouring none but 'Tories, Highchunbmen , 
and Jacobites *. 


Written in the year 1730. 


TN order to treat this important fubjecl with the 
A greateft fairnefs and impartiality, perhaps it may 
be convenient to give iome account of his Excel¬ 
lency ; in, whofe life and character there are cer¬ 
tain particulars, which might give a very juft fuf- 
picion of fome truth in the accufation he lies 
under. 

He is defcended from two noble, ancient, and 
moft loyal families, the Carterets, and the Gran- 
villes : too much diftinguifhed, I confefs, for what 
they acted, and what they fuifered in defending the 
former conftitution in church and ftate under King 
Charles the Martyr ; I mean that very prince, on 
account of whofe martyrdom “ a form of prayer, 


* The view of rhis piece ft-ems to be to recommend moderation, 
. and laugh political bigotry out of countenance. 

In r o.s piece tlie failings of the Noble Lord, 2rifing from the pre¬ 
judices of great talents and a learned education, are finely difplayed 
with infinite wit and humour. However, indeed, there is couched 
here abundance of fat:re. PiJlor\des % that poor, angry, buftling mor¬ 
tal, he treats with all imaginable contempt; buc in his fatire againrt: 
'Paulas he fpares not to draw blood at every ftroke ; the former part of 
which is bitterly faicaflic, and the latter as bitterly ironical. H.s ac¬ 
count of sire flam b-ing caught by the par (on of the pa ijh riding on a 
hobby-horL v with his children, and feme other touches of the like 
fort, are truly diverting, D. Swift, 


4< with 




























THE LORD CARTERET. -- 

" fa ^?S. was injoined by act of parliament, 
„ to be ulcd on the 30th day of January every 
„ ' ca . r ' l ? ; m P ,ore the mercies of God, that the 
„ S lll ‘t or that iacred and innocent blood might 
• not be vifited on us or our pofterity as we 
may read at large in our Common Prayer Books • 
which day hath been lolemnly kept, even within 
tlic memory ot many men now alive. 

His Excellency the prefent Lord was educated in 
the univerfity of Oxford ; from whence, with a 
hngiilanty fcarce to be juftified, he carried awav. 
more Greek, Latin, and philofophv, than proper¬ 
ly became a perfon of his rank ; indeed much more 
ot each than moft of thole who are forced to live 
•\\ their learning will be at the unneceftary pains to 
load tneir heads with. 


Inis was the rock he fplit on upon his firft ap¬ 
peal ance in the world, and having juft got clear of 
his guardians* For as foon as he came to town, 
iome bilhops and clergymen, and other perfons 
molt eminent for learning and parts, got him a- 
mong them ; from whom although he were fortu¬ 
nately dragged by a lady and the court, yet he could 
never wipe oft the ftain, nor wafli oft' the tinclure 
oirhis univerfity acquirements and difpofnions. 

10 this another misfortune was added, that it 
pleafed Gcd to endow him with great natural ta- 
ents, memory, judgement, comprehenlion, elo¬ 
quence, and wit; and, to linifh the work, all thefe 
were fortified even in his youth with the advantages 
received by fuch employments as are beft fitted 
both to excrcile and poliili the gifts of nature and 
education, having been ambafiador in feveral courts, 
when his age would hardly allow him to take a de¬ 
gree ; and made principal fecretary of ftate at a pe¬ 
riod when, according to cuftom, he ought to have 
been^ bulled in loiing Jiis money at a chocolate- 
-loule ; or in other amufements equally laudable 
2nd epidemic among perfons of honour 
Vol IV. K 
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I cannot omit another* weak fide in his Excellen¬ 
cy. For it is known, and can be proved upon 
him, that Greek and Latin books might be found 
every day in his drefling-room, if it were carefully 
fearched ; and there is reafon to fufpeft, that fome 
of the faid books have been privately conveyed to 
him by Tory hands. I am likewife allured, that 
he hath been taken in the very fa<ft of reading the 
laid books, even in the midft of a feffion, to the 
great negleft of public affairs. 

I own, there may be fome grounds for this 
charge ; becaufe I have it from good hands, that 
when his Excellency is at dinner with one or two 
Scholars at his elbows, he grows a moll infupport- 
able and unintelligible companion to all the line 
gentlemen round the table. 

I cannot deny, that his Excellency lies under 
another very great difadvantage. For with all the 
accomplishments above mentioned, adding that of 
a moft comely and graceful perfon, and during the 
prime of youth, fpirits, and vigour, he hath in a 
mcrft: unexemplary manner led a regular domeftic 
life ; difcovers a great efteem, and friendship, and 
love for his lady, as well as true affection, for his 
children; and when he is difpofed to admit an en¬ 
tertaining evening companion, he doth not always 
enough reflect, whether the perfon may poffibly in 
former days have lain under the imputation ot a 
Tory ; nor at fuch times do the natural or affected 
fears of Popery and the Pretender make any part 
of the converfation : I prefumc, becaufe neither 
Homer, Plato, Ariftotle, or Cicero, have made 
any mention of them. 

Thefe I freely acknowledge to be his Excellen¬ 
cy’s failings ; yet I think it is agreed by philofo- 
pliers and divines, that fome allowance ought to 
be given to human infirmity, and to the prejudices 
of a wrong education. 

I am well aware, how much my fentimerus differ 

^—from 
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fi om the 01 thodox opinions of one or two princi¬ 
pal patriots, at the head of whom I name with ho¬ 
nour Piftorides. For thefe have decided the matter 
dire&ly againft me by declaring, that no perfon, 
who was ever known to lie under the iufpicion of 
one ilngle Tory principle, or who had been once 
icen at a gicat mans levee in the uucrjl of times 
iliould be allowed to come within the verge of the 
caltle ; much lefs to bow in the antichamber, ap¬ 
pear at the ailemblies, or dance at a birth-night. 
However, I dare aflert, that this maxim hath been 
often controlled ; and that, on the contrary, a 
conflderable number of early penitents have been 
received into grace, who are now an ornament, hap¬ 
ping and fupport to the nation. 

Neither do I find any murmuring on fome other 
points of greater importance, where this favourite 
maxim is not fo firictly obferved. 

To infiance only in one : I have not heard, that 
any care hath hitherto been taken to difeover whe¬ 
ther Madam f Violante be a Whig or Tory in her 
principles; or even that Ihe hath ever been “ offer¬ 
ed the oaths to the governmenton the contra¬ 
ry, I am told, that ihe openly profefieth herfelf to 
be a high-flier; and it is not improbable by her 
outland-ih name, ihe may alfo be a Papift in her 
heart; yet we lee this illultrious and dangerous fe¬ 
male openly carefled by principal perfons of both 
parties ; who contribute to fupport her in a fplen- 
did manner, without the leaft apprehenfions from 
a grand jury, or even from ’Squire Hartley Hut- 
chefon himfelf, that “ zealous profecutor of hawk- 
ers an d libels.” And, as Hobbes wifely obferves, 
io much money being equivalant to fo much power, 
it may deferve cpnfidering, with what fafety fuch 

* Tne three laA years of Qju-en Anne, when Lord Oxford v. a$ 
mmirer, were fo called by the Whigs, 
f A jjmeus Italian rope-dancer. 
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an inttrument of power ought to be trufled in the 
hands of an alien, who hath not given any legal 
fecurity for her good affection to the government. 

I confefs, there is one evil which I could wifli 
our friends would think proper to redrefs. There 
are many Whigs in this kingdom of the old fa- 
fliioned ftamp, of whom we might have made very 
good ufe; they bear the fame loyalty with us to the 
Hanoverian family in the perfcn of K. George II. 
the fame abhorrence of the Pretender, with the 
confequences of Popery and flavery, and the fame 
indulgence to tender confciences : but having no¬ 
thing to alk for themfelves, and therefore the more 
leifure to think for the public, they are often apt 
to entertain fears and melancholy profpe&s con¬ 
cerning the Hate of their country, the decay of 
trade, the want of money, the miferable condition 
of the people, with other topics of the like nature; 
all which do equally concern both Whig and Tory; 
who, if they have any thing to lofe, mull be equal*- 
lv fufferers. Perhaps, one or two of thefe melan¬ 
choly gentlemen will fometimes venture to publifli 
their thoughts in print : now, I can by no means 
approve our ufual cuftom of curling and railing at 
this fpecies of thinkers, under the names of To¬ 
ries, Jacobites, Papilts, libellers, rebels, and the 
like. 

This was the utter ruin of that noor, angry, 
buttling, well-meaning mortal Piftorides ; who lies 
equally under the contempt of both parties ; with 
no other difference than a mixture of pity on one 
iide, and of averfion on the other. 

How hath he been pelted, peftered, and pound¬ 
ed by one ttngle wag, who promifeth never to for- 
fake him, living or dead ? 

I was much pleafed with the humour of a fur- 
gcon in this town ; who having, in his own appre- 
hentton, received fome great injuttice from the hart 
of Galway^ and defpairing of revenge as well as 

relief; 
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■relief, declared to all his friends, that he had fet 
apart one hundred guineas to purchafe the Earl's 
car cafe from the fexton, whenever it ihould die, 
to make a ikeleton of the bones, ftuff the hide, 
and {hew them for three pence ; and thus get ven¬ 
geance for the injuries he had fuftered by its 
owner. 

Of the like fpirit too often is that implacable 
race of wits ; againft whom there is no defence but 
innocence and philofophy : neither of which is 
likely to be at hand ; and therefore the wounded 
have no where to fly for a cure but to downright 
liupidity, a crazed head, or a profligate contempt 
of guilt and Ih a me. 

I am therefore forry for that other miferable 
creature Traulus ; who, although of fomewhat a 
different fpecies, yet feems very far to outdo even 
the genius of Piftorides in that mifearrving talent 
of railing without confiftency or diferetion again ft 
the moft innocent perfons according to the prelent 
iituation of his gall and fpleen. 1 do not blame 
an honeft gentleman for the bittereft invectives a- 
gainft one to whom he profefleth the greateft friend- 
ihip ; provided he a£ls in the dark, fo as not to be 
difeovered : but in the midft of carefles, vifits, and 
invitations, to run into the ftreets, or to as public 
a place, and without the leaft pretended incitement 
fputter out the bafeft and falfeft accufations ; then 
to wipe his mouth, come up finding to his friend, 

|hake him by the hand, and tell him in a whifper, 
it was all for his {crvice: this proceeding, I am 
bold to think a great failure in prudence : and I 
am afraid left fuch a practitioner, with a body fo 
open, fo foul, and fo full of fores, may fall under 
the refentment of an incenfed political furgeon, 
who is not in much renown for his merev upon 
great provocation : who, without waiting for his 
death, will flay and diftlct him alive ; and to the 
view of all mankind lay open all the difordered cells 
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of his brain, the venom of his tongue, the corrup¬ 
tion of his heart, and lpots and llatufes of his 
fpleen : and all this for three pence. 

In fuch a cafe, what a fcence would be laid open ! 
and, to drop my metaphor, what a character of 
our miftaking friend might an angry enemy draw 
and expofe! particularizing that unnatural conjunc¬ 
tion of vices and follies fo inconiiilent with each 
other in the fame bread: : furious and fawning, 
fcurrilous and flattering, cowardly and provoking, 
infolent and abjeft; moll profligately falfe, with the 
llronged profeflions of lincerity ; politive and vari¬ 
able, tyrannical and flavifh. 

I apprehend, that if all this fliould be fet out to 
the world by an angry Whig of the old ftamp, the 
unavoidable confequence mull be a confinement of 
our friend for fome months more to his garret; 
and thereby depriving the public for fo long time, 
and in fo important a juncture, of his ufeful talents 
in their fervice, while he is fed like a wild bead 
through a hole; but I hope, with a fpecial regard 
to the quantity and quality of his nourifhment. 

In vain would his exculers endeavour to palliate 
his enormities by imputing them to madnefs ; be- 
caufc it is well known, that madnefs only operates 
by enflaming and enlarging the good or evil difpoii- 
tions of the mind. For the curators of Bedlam 
allure us, that fome lunatics are perfons of honour, 
truth, benevolence, and many other virtues, which 
appear in their highefi: ravings, although after a 
wild incoherent manner ; while others, on the con¬ 
trary, difeover in every word and adlion the utmoft 
bafenefs and depravity of human minds; which in¬ 
fallibly they pofiefled in the fame degree, although 
perhaps under a better regulation, before their en¬ 
trance into that academy. 

But it may be objected, that there is an argument 
of much force to excufe the overflowings of that 
zeal which our friend lliews or means for our caufe. 

And 
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And it mu ft be confefled, that “ the eafy and 
“ Jmooth fluency of his elocution, beftowcd on 
“ him by nature, and cultivated by continual prac¬ 
tice, added to the comelinefs of his perion, the 
<c harmony of his voice, the gracefulnefs of his 
manner, and the decency of hi3 drefs, 5 * are temp¬ 
tations too ftrong for luch a genius to relift uoon 
any public occaiion of making them appear with 
univerfal applaule. And if good men are fome- 
times accuied of loving their jeft better than their 
friend ; furely to gain the reputation of the flrft 
orator in the kingdom, no man of fpirit would 
fcruple to lofe all the friends he had in the world. 

It is ufual for matters to make their boys de¬ 
claim on both tides ol: an argument ; and as fome 
kinds of aflemblies are called the fchools of politics, 
I confels nothing can better improve political 
fchool-boys, than the art of making plauflbie or 
implauflble harangues againft the very opinion for 
which they refolve to determine. 

So Cardinal Perron, after having fpoke for ail 
hour to the admiration of all his hearers, to prove 
the exiftence of God, told fome of his intimates, 
that he could have fpoken another hour, and much 
better, to prove the contrary. 

I have placed this reafoning in the ftrongeft light 
that I think it will bear ; and have nothing to an- 
fwer, but that, allowing it as much weight as the 
reader fhall pleafe, it hath conftanrly met with ill 
iuccels in the mouth of our friend; but whether 
for want of good luck, or good management, i 
fufpend my judgment. 

r l o return from this long digreflion : If perfons 
in high ftations have been allowed to chufe wenches 
without regard even to difference in religion, yet 
never incurred the leaft refledlion on their loyalty, 
or their Proteftantifm; fhall the chief governor of 
a great kingdom be cenfured for chufing a compa¬ 
nion, who may formerly have been fufpe&ed for 
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differing from the orthodox in fome fpeculative o* 
pinions ofperfons and things, which cannot affect 
the fundamental principles of a found Whig. 

But let me fuppofe a very poffible cafe. Here is 
a perfon fent to govern Ireland, whofe unfortunate 
weak iide it happens to be, for feveral reafons a- 
bove mentioned, that he hath encouraged the at¬ 
tendance of one or two gentlemen diftinguiflied for 
their tafte, their wit, and their learning ; who have 
taken the oaths to his Majefty, and pray heartily 
for him: yet becaufe they may perhaps be ftigmati- 
zed as quondam Tories by Piftorides and his gang, 
his Excellency muff be forced to banifh them under 
the pain and peril of dilplealing the zealots of his 
own party ; and thereby be put into a worfe con¬ 
dition than every common good-fellow, who may 
be a fincere Proteftant and a loyal fubiecf, and 
yet rather chule to drink fine ale at the Pope’s 
head, than muddy at the King’s. 

Let me then return to my fuppofitions. It is cer¬ 
tain, the high-flown lovalift, in the prefent lenfe of 
the word, have their thoughts, and {Indies, and 
tongues, fo entirely diverted by political fcheines, 
that the zeal of their principles hath eaten up their 
underftandings : neither have they time, from their 
employments, their hopes, and their hourly la¬ 
bours, for acquiring new additions of merit to a- 
mufe themfelves with philological converfe or fpe- 
culations, which are utterly ruinous to all fchemes 
of riflng in the world. What then muft a great 
man do, whofe ill ftars have fatally perverted him 
to a love, and tafte, and poffeftion of literature, 
politenefs, and good fenfe ? our thorough-fped re¬ 
public of Whigs, which contains the bulk of all 
hopers, pretenders, cxpe< 5 lors, and profefTors, are be¬ 
yond all doubt moft highly ufeful to princes, to go¬ 
vernors, to great minifters, and to their country; 
but at the fame time, and by necefiary confcquence, 
the moft dilagreeable companions to all, who have 
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that unfortunate turn of mind peculiar to his Excel¬ 
lency, and perhaps to live or lix more in a nation. 

I do not deny it poftible, that an original or pro- 
felyte favourite of the times might have been born 
to thofe ulelefs talents, which in former ages qua¬ 
lified a man to be a poet or a philofopher. All I 
contend for, is, that where the true genius of par¬ 
ty once enters, it fweeps the houfe clean, and leaves 
room for many other fpirits to take joint poffeffion, 
until the laft ftate of that man is exceedingly better 
titan the hr ft. 

I allow it a great error in his Excellency, that he 
adheres fo obftinately to his old unfashionable aca¬ 
demic education ; yet fo perverfe is human nature, 
that the uiual remedies for this evil in others have 
produced a contrary effect in him; to a degree that 
i am credibly informed, he will, as I have already 
hinted, in the middle of a feflion, quote paffages 
out of Plato and Pindar at his own table to fome 
book-learned companion without blufhing, even 
when perfons of great ftations are by. 

I will venture one ftep further; which is, freely 
to confefs, that this miftaken method of educating 
vouth in _ the knowledge of ancient learning and 
language is too apt to fpoil their politics and prin¬ 
ciples ; becaufe the doctrine and examples of the 
books they read, teach them leflons directly con¬ 
trary in every point to the prefent practice of the 
■world: and accordingly Hobbes moft judicioufly ob- 
ferves, that the writings of the Greeks and Romans 
made young men imbibe opinions againll abfolute 
power in a prince, or even in a firft minifter; and 
to embrace notions of liberty and property. 

s It hath been therefore a great felicity in thefe 
kingdoms, that the heirs to titles and large eftates 
have a weaknefs in their eyes, a tendernefs in their 
conftitutions ; are not able to bear the pain and in¬ 
dignity of whipping; and, as the mother rightly 
exprelles it, could never take to their books , yet are 
IV. L 1 well 
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well enough qualified to fign a receipt for half a 
year’s rent, to put their names {rightly fpelt) to a: 
warrant, and to read pamphlets again it religion 
and high-flying; whereby they fill their niches, and 
carry themfelves through the world with that dig¬ 
nity which beft becomes a fenator and a ’fquire. 

I could heartily wifh his Excellency would be 
more condefccnding to the genius of the kingdom 
he governs ; to the condition of the times, and to 
the nature of the ftation he Alls. Yet if it be true, 
what I have read in old.Englifh flory-books, that 
one Agefllaiis (no matter to the bulk of my readers 
whether I fptil the name right or wrong) was caught 
by the parfon of the pariih riding on a hobby-horfe 
with his children; that Socrates, a Heathen phiio- 
foper, was found dancing by himfelf at fourfeore ; 
that a King called Cafar Augujkis (or fome fuch 
name) ufed to play with boys, whereof fome might 
poflibly be fons of Tories; and that two great 
men called Scipio and L&lius , (I forget their Chri- 
Hian names, and whether they were poets or gene¬ 
rals), often played at duck and drake with fmooth 
Hones on a river. Now, I fay, if thefe fa£ts be 
true, (and the book where I found them is in print), 
I cannot imagine, why our moft zealous patriots 
may not a little indulge his Excellency in an infir¬ 
mity which is not morally evil; provided he gives 
no public fcandal ; which is by all means to be a- 
voided : I fay, why he may not be indulged twice 
a-week to converfe with one or two particular per- 
fons ; and let him and them conn over their old ex¬ 
ploded readings together, after mornings fpent in 
hearing and preferibing ways and means from and 
to his moll obedient politicians for the welfare of 
the kingdom ; although the faid particular perfon, 
or perfons, may not have made fo public a declara¬ 
tion of their political faith in all its parts, as the bufi- 
nefs of the nation requires : ftill iubmitting my o- 
pinioia to that happy majority, which I am confi¬ 
dent 
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dent is always in the right; by whom the liberty of 
the iu : je<R hath been fo frequently, fo flrenuoufly, 
and fo fuccefsfully aflerted; who, by their wife 
councils, have made commerce to flourilh, money 
to abound, inhabitants to increafe, the value of 
lands and rents to rife ; and the whole ifland put 
on a new. face of plenty and profperity. 

But, in order to clear his Excellency more fully 
from this accufttion of lliewing his favour to high¬ 
fliers, Tories, and Jacobites, it wdl be neceflary to 
come to particulars. 

The firft perfon of a Tory denomination, to 
whom his Excellency gave any marks of his favour, 
was Dr. Thomas Sheridan. It is to be obferved, 
that this happened fo early in his Excellency’s go¬ 
vernment, as it may be jultly fuppofed he had not 
been informed of that gentleman’s character upon 
fo dangerous an article. The Doctor being well 
known, and diftinguilhed for his lkill and fuccefs 
;n the education of youth beyond mofl: of his pro- 
feflion for many years pafl, was recommended to 
his Excellency on die fcore of his learning, and 
particularly for his knowledge in the Greek tongue; 
whereof, it feems, his Excellency is a great admi¬ 
rer, although for what reafons I could never ima¬ 
gine. However, it is agreed on all hands, that his 
Lordfliip was too eafdy prevailed on by the Doctor's 
requeft, or indeed rather from the bias of his own 
nature, to hear a tragedy acted in that unkown 
language by the Doctor’s lads, which was written 
by iome heathen author ; but whether it contained 
any Tory or high-church principles, muft be left to 
the confidences of the boys, the Doctor, and his 
Excellency : the only witnefles in this cafe, .whofe 
teftimonies can be depended upon. 

It feems, his Excellency (a thing never to be fuf- 
ficiently wondered at) was fo pleafed with his en¬ 
tertainment, that fome time after he gave the Doc¬ 
tor a church-living to the value of almoft one hun- 
L 2 dred 
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dred pounds a-ycar, and made him one of his 
chaplains; from an antiquated notion, that good 
fchoolmafters ought to be encouraged in every na¬ 
tion profeffing civility and religion. Yet his Excel¬ 
lency did not venture to make this bold ttep with¬ 
out ttrong recommendations from perfons of un¬ 
doubted principles fitted to the times; who thought 
themfelves bound in juftice, honour, and gratitude 
to do the Dodtor a good office, in return for the 
care he had taken of their children, or thofe of 
their friends. Yet the cataftrophe was terrible ; 
for the Dodtor, in the height of his felicity and 
gratitude, going down to take poffieffion of his pa- 
rilh, and furnifhed with a few led fermons, where¬ 
of as it is to be fuppofed, the number was very 
fmall, having never ferved a cure in the church; he 
ifopt at Cork to attend on his billiop ; and going to 
church on the Sunday following, was, according 
to the ufual civility of country-clergymen, invited 
by the minifter of the parifh to fupply the pulpit. 
It happened to be the firtt of Augult; and the firft 
of Auguft happened that year to light upon a Sun¬ 
day ; and it happened that the Dodtor’s text was 
in thefc words : Sufficient vnto the day is the evil 
thereof *: and laftly, it happened, that fome one 
perfon in the congregation, whofe loyalty made 
him watchful upon every appearance of danger to 
his Majefty’s perfon and government, when fervice 
was over, gave the alarm. Notice was immediate¬ 
ly fent up to town; and by the zeal of one man 
of no large dimenfion of body or mind , fuch a clamour 
was railed, that we in Dublin could apprehend no 
lefs than an invafion by the pretender, who muft 
be landed on the fouth. The refult was, that the 
Dodlor muft be be ftruck out of the chaplain’s lid, 
and appear no more at the cattle ; yet whether he 

* The of Augu^l is the anniverfary of the Hanoverian family's 
Jjcceflion to the crown of Crtar Mrtain, 
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were then, or be at this day, a Whig or a Tory, I 
think is a fecret; only it is manifest, that he is a 
zealous Hanoverian, at leaft in poetry, and a great 
admirer of the prefent royal family through all its 
branches. His friends likewife affert, that he had 
preached this fermon often under the fame text; 
that not having obferved the words, till he was in the 
pulpit, and had opened his notes, as he is a perfon 
a little abrtra&ed, he wanted prefence of mind to 
change them : and that in the whole fermon there 
was not a fyllable relating to government or party, 
or to the fubjedt of the day. 

In this incident there l'eems to have been an u- 
nion of events, that will probably never happen a- 
gain to the end of the world; or is, at lealt, like 
the grand conjunction in the heavens ; which, I 
think, they lay can arrive but once in twenty thou- 
fand years. 

The fecond gentleman (if I am right in my chro- 
noiogy) who under the fufpicion of a Tory receiv¬ 
ed fome favour from his Excellency, is Mr. James 
Stopford ; very ftrongly recommended by the moft 
eminent Whig in England on the account of his 
learning, and virtue, and other accomplifhments. 
fie had palled the greatell part of his youth in dole 
Rudy, or in travelling ; and was either not at 
home, or not at leifure to trouble his thoughts a- 
bout party; which I allow to be a great omifiion, 
although I cannot honeftly place him in the lift of 
r l cries ; and therefore think his Excellency may be 
fairly acquitted for making him vicar of Finglas, 
worth about one hundred pounds a-year. 

Tiie third is Dr. Patrick Dclany. This divine 
lies under fome difadvantage; having in his youth 
received many civilities from a certain perfon *, then 
in a very high Ration here; for which realon, I 


* Sir C,nftaatine Phipps, Lore Chancellor of Ireland, when Queen 
Anne died. 
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doubt the Doctor never drank his confuftom flnce, 
and what makes the matter defperate, it is now too 
late; unlefs our inquifitors will be content with 
drinking confulion to his memory. The aforefaid 
eminent perfon, who was a judge of all merit, ex¬ 
cept that of party, diftinguifhed the Doctor among 
other juniors in our univeriity for his learning, vir¬ 
tue, difcretion, and good fenfe. But the Dodtor 
was then in too good a fituation at his college to 
hope or endeavour at a better efrablifhment from 
one who had no power to give it him. 

Upon the prefent Lord Lieutenant’s coming over, 
the Dodtor was named to his Excellency by a 
friend * among other clergy of diltindtion, as per- 
fons whofe charadters it was proper his Excellency 
fhould know ; and by the truth of which the giver 
would be content to hand or fall in his Excellency’s 
opinion ; flnce not one of thofe perfons were in 
particular friendfhip with the gentleman who gave in 
their names. By this and fome other incidents, 
particularly the recommendation of the late Arch- 
bifhop of Dublin, the Doctoi became known to 
his Excellency, whofe fatal turn of mind towards 
heathenilh and outlandifh books and languages, 
finding, as I conceive’, a like difpolltion in the Doc¬ 
tor, was the caufe of his becoming fo domeftic, as 
we are told he is, at the caftle of Dublin. 

Three or four years ago the Doctor, grown wear 
ry of an academic life, for fome reafons beft known 
to the managers of the difeipline in that learned fo- 
ciety, (which it may not be for their honour to 
mention), refolved to leave it; although, by the 
benefit of the pupils, and his fenior fellowfhip, 
with all its perquiiites, he received every year be¬ 
tween nine hundred and a thoufand pounds. And 
a fmall northern Jiving, in the univerfity’s dona¬ 
tion, offomewhat better than one hundred pounds 


* The Author. 
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a-year falling at the fame time with the chancellor- 
ih.p or Chriit-church, to about equal the value, in 
the gift of his Excellency; the Dodor ventured in¬ 
to the world in a very fcanty condition ; having 
quandered away all his annual income in a manner, 
which, although perhaps proper enough for a cler¬ 
gymani without a family, will not be for the advan¬ 
tage of his character to difcover either on the ex¬ 
change, or at a banker’s {hop. 

A bout two months ago, his Excellency gave the 
Doctor a Prebend in St. Patrick’s cathedral; which, 
being of near the fame value with either of the two 
former, will add a third part to his revenues, after 
he {hall have paid the great incumbrances upon it : 
io that he may now be faid to poffiefs of church- 
preferments in fcattered tithes three hundred pounds 
a-year ; inftead of the like fum of infallible rents 
from a fenior fellowfhip, with the offices annexed; 
befide the advantage of a free lodging a great num¬ 
ber of pupils, and fome other eafements. 

But fince the Doctor hath not in any of his writ¬ 
ings, his fermons, his adions his diicourfe, or his 
company, difeovered one iingle principle of either 
Whig or Tory; and that the Lord Lieutenant ftill 
continues to admit him ; I ffiall boldly pronounce 
him ONE OF US : but, like a new free-mafon, 
who hath not vet learned all the dialed of the myf- 
tery. Neither can he juftly be accufed of any Tory 
dodnnes; except perhaps fome among thofe few 
with which that wicked party was charged during 
the height of their power, but have been fince 
transferred for the molt folid reafons, to the whole 
body of our firmeft friends. 

I have now done with the clergy : and upon the 
ftrideft examination have not been able to find a- 
bove one of that order, againfi: whom any party- 
fufpicion^can lie; I mean the unfortunate gentle¬ 
man Dodor Sheridan, who by mere chance-med- 
ley, {hot his own fortune dead with a fingle text. 

As 
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As to the laity, I can hear but one perfon of th£ 
Tory damp, who fince the beginning of his Excel¬ 
lency’s government did ever receive any folid mark 
of his favour : I mean Sir Arthur Achefon, re¬ 
ported to be an acknowledged Tory; and, what is 
almod as bad, a fcholar into the bargain. It is 
whifpered about, as a certain truth, that this gen¬ 
tleman is to have a grant of a certain barrack * up¬ 
on his eftate within two miles of his own houfe; 
for which the crown is to be his tenant, at the rent 
of fixty pounds per annum ; he being only at the ex- 
penfe of five hundred pounds to put the houfe in 
repair, build (fables, and other neceflaries. I will 
place this invidious mark of beneficence conferred 
on a Tory in a fair light, by computing the cods 
and necefiary defalcations *. after which it may be 
feen how much Sir Arthur will be annually a clear 
gainer by the public ; notwithffanding his unfortu¬ 
nate principles, and his knowledge in Greek and 
Latin. 


For repairs, <bc. 500 1 . the intereft where¬ 
of, per annum , 

For all manner of poultry to furnifli the 
troopers, but which the faid troopers 
muff be at the labour of catching, va¬ 
lued per ann. 

For draggling lheep, 

For game dedroyed five miles round 


Ptent paid to Sir Arthur, 
Deduct 


Remains clear, 


30 o o 

500 

800 

600 

49 o o 

60 o o 

49 O Q 
I l o o 


* See a poem upon this incident, intitied, Hitgrandquejiion dtbat- 
' cdj &c. 
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Thus, if Sir Arthur Achefon fliall have the good 
fortune to obtain a grant of this barrack, he will 
receive neat profit annually from the crown ELE¬ 
VEN pounds Sterling to help him in entertaining 
the officer and making proviiions for his yoanger 
Children. 

It is true, there is another advantage to be ex¬ 
pected, which may fully compenfate the lofs of 
cattle and poultry ; by multiplying the breed of 
mankind, and particularly that of good proteftants, 
in a part of the kingdom half depopulated by the 
wild humour among the farmers there of leaving 
their country. But I am hot fo fkilful in arithme¬ 
tic as to compute the value. 

I have reckoned one per cent . below the legal in- 
terell for the money that Sir Arthur mull: expend ; 
and valued the damage in the other articles very 
moderately. However, I am confident he may 
with good management be a faver at leaft ; which 
is a prodigious inftance of moderation in our friends 
towards a profefled Tory : whatever merit he may 
pretend by the unwillingnefs he hath fliewn to make 
his Excellency unealv in his adminiflration. 

Thus I have, with the utmoft impartiality, col¬ 
lected every fingle favour (further than perfonal ci¬ 
vilities) conferred by his Excellency on Tories, and 
reputed Tories, iince his firft arrival hither to this 
30th day of April, in the year of our Lord 1730, 
giving all allowance pofiible to the arguments on the 
other fide of the qiieftion : and the account will 
Rand thus. 

Difpoied of preferments and emplovments to 
Tories , or reputed Tories, by his Excellency John 
Lord Carteret, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in a- 
bout the fpace of fix years : 


VoL.IV. 
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yo 

To Do£tor Thomas Sheridan, in a rec- 
toy near Kinfale, per annum , 

To Sir Arthur Achefon, baronet, a 
barrack,, per arm. 


I (DO O O 

II O O 


III O Q 


Give me leave now to compute in grofs the va¬ 
lue of the favours done by his Excellency to the 
true friends of their king and country, and of the 
Proteftant religion. 

It is to be remembered, that although his Excel¬ 
lency cannot be properly faid to beftow bifhoprics, 
commands in the army, the place of a judge, or 
commiffioner in the revenue, and fome others ; yet 
they are for the moft part dilpoled upon his recom¬ 
mendation, except where the perfons are immedi¬ 
ately fent from England by their intered at court ; 
for which I have allowed great defalcations in the 
following accounts. And it is remarkable, that 
the only condderable dation conferred on a Tory 
lincc his prefent Excellency’s government was of this 
latter kind. 

And indeed it is but too notorious, that in a 
neighbouring nation (where this dangerous deno¬ 
mination of men is incomparably more numerous, 
more powerful, and of confequence more formi¬ 
dable) real Tories can often with much lefs difficul¬ 
ty obtain very high favours from the government, 
than their reputed brethren can arrive to the lowed 
in ours. I obferve this, with all poffible fubmiffion 
to the wifdom of their policy; which, however, 
will not, I believe, difpute the praife of vigilance 
with ours. 
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WHIG account. 


To perfons promoted to bifhoprics, or ■ 

) 

removed to more beneficial ones, ( 

„ 10,050 O O 

computed per atm. 

) 

To civil employments 

9O3O O O 

To military commands 

8436 O O 


27,516 O O 

TORY account. 


To Tories, 

III O O 

Balance - 

27,405 0 0 


I fhall conclude with this obfervation, that as I 
think, the Tories have fulHcient reafon to be fully 
iatisfied with the fliare of trull, power, and em¬ 
ployments, which they poflefs under the lenity of 
the prefent government; fo I do not find how his 
Excellency can be juftly cenfured for favouring 
none but high-church, high-fliers, termagants, 
Laudifts, Sacheverellians, tip-top-gallon-men, Ja¬ 
cobites, tantivies, Anti-hanoverians, friends to Po¬ 
pery and the Pretender and to abitrary power, difo- 
bligers of England, breakers of DEPENDENCY, 
inflamers of quarrels between the two nations, pu¬ 
blic incendiaries, enemies to the king and kingdoms, 
haters of PR.UE Poteftants, laurel-men, Annifts, 
complainer’s of the nation’s poverty, Ormondians, 
iconoclafts, anti-glorious-memorifts, anti-revolu- 
tioners, white-rolalifts, tenth-a-junians, and the 
like, when, by a fair Rate of the account, the ba¬ 
lance, I conceive, feems to lie on the other fide. 
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Considerations upon two BILLS fer ; t 
down from the Right Honourable the houfe 
of Lords to the Honourable the houfe of 
Commons in Ireland, relating to the 
Clergy *. 

Written in the year 1731, 

T Have often for above a month pail: defircd fame 
few clergymen, who arc pleafed to viflt me, that 
they would procure an extract of two bills brought 
into the council by fome of thebifhcps, and both of 
them hnce pafled in the houfe of Lords : but I 
could never obtain what I defired, whether by the 
forgetfulnefs or negligcnce-of thofe whom Lem- 
ployed, or the difficulty of the thing itfelf. There¬ 
fore, if I fhall happen to miflake in any fact of con- 
fequence, I defire my remarks upon it may pafs for 
nothing; for my information is no better, than 
what I received in words from feveral divines, who 
feemed to agree with each other. I have not the 
honour to be acquainted with any one fingle pre¬ 
late of the kingdom ; and am a Granger "to their 

* In the year 1731, a hill was hr ught intothe houfe of Lord?, by 
a great majority of the Right Reverend the bifhops, for enabling them 
to divide the livings ot the inferior clergy ; which bill was approved 
of in the privy council ot' Ireland, and parted by the Lords in parlia¬ 
ment.^ It was afterwards fent to the houfe of Commons for their ap¬ 
probation; but was rejected by them with a great m-.jonfv. The au¬ 
thor of the following confi eratiens, who ha'h always been the belt 
friend to the inferior clergy of the church of England, as mny be fetn 
by many parts of his waiting?, r.ppofed this pernicious PTouft with 
great fuccefs; which, if it haJ palled into a law, would have been of 
fhe word conference tc this nation. Vul. eat. 1738. 
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*uni'v.LiSj fuitlier than as common fame reports 
them, which is not to be depended on : therefore 
I cannot be fuppofed to act upon a principle of re- 
lentment. I cfteem their function (if I may be al¬ 
lowed to fay fo without offence) as truly apolfolical, 
and abfolutely neceilary to theperfe&io'nofa Chrif- 
t;an church. 

There arc no qiulities more incident to the frailty 
and corruptions ol humankind, than an indifference 
or infallibility for other mens fufferings, and a fud- 
den forgetful nefs of their own former "humble ftate 
when they rife in the world. Thefe two d ipofi- 
tions have not, 1 think, any where fo fi ronrlv ex¬ 
erted themfelves, as in the order of hilltops'with 
regard to the inferior clergy ; for which I can find 
no reafonss, but lucli as naturally fliould feem to 
opetate a quite contrary way. The maintenance of 
the clergy throughout the kingdom is precarious 
and uncertain, colluded from a moft miferable race 
of beggarly farmers; at whole merev every mini- 
fter lies to be defrauded. His office' as rector or 
vicar, if it be duly executed, is very laborious. As 
foon as he is promoted to a biiho'pric, the feene is 
entiicly and happily changed; his revenues arc 
large, and as fu rely paid as thofe of the King; his 
whole (hi finds is once a-year to receive the attend¬ 
ance, the fubmiffion, and the proxy-money of all 
his clergy, in whatever part of the diccefb he fhail 
pleafe to think moff convenient for himfelf. Neither 
ts his perfonal prefence neceflary, for the bufinefs 
inay be done by a vicar-general.' The fatigue of or- 
dinaticn is juft what the bifhops pleafe to make it; 
and^ as. matters have been for ibme rime, and pro¬ 
bably remain, the fewer edinations the better. The 
reft of their vifible ofiice confifts in the honour of 
I attending parliaments and councils, and beftowing 
piefei ments in their own gift ; in which laft em- 
I p*o}inent, and in tneir fpiritual and temporal 
courts, the labour tails to their vicars-general, iecre- 
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taries, prodtors, apparitors, fenefchals, and the like. 
Now, 1 fay, in fo quick a change, whereby their 
brethren in a few days are become their fubjedts, it 
would be reafonable at leaf! to hope that the labour, 
confinement, and fubjedtion, from which they have 
fo lately efcaped, like a bird out of the fnare of 
the fowler, might a little incline them to the con¬ 
dition ofthofe who were but laft week their equals, 
probably their companions or their friends, and pof- 
iibly as reafonable expectants. There is a known 
itcry of Colonel Tidcomb, who, while he conti¬ 
nued a fubaitern cfhcer, was every day complain¬ 
ing againft the pride, oppreffioh, and hard treat¬ 
ment of colonels towards their officers ; yet in a 
very few minutes after he had received his commif- 
iion for a regiment, walking with a friend on the 
Mall, he confefled that the fpirit of colonelfhip was 
coming fa ft upon him, which fpirit is Paid to have 
daily increafed to the hour of his death. 

It is true, the clergy of this kingdom, who are 
promoted to biihoprics, have always fome great ad¬ 
vantages ; either that of rich deaneries, opulent 
and multiplied redtories and dignities, ftrong alli¬ 
ances by birth or marriage, fortified by a fupcrla- 
tive degree of zeal and loyalty : but however, they 
were all atfirft no more than young beginners; and 
before their great promotion were known by their 
plain Chriftian names among their old companions, 
the middling rate of clergymen; nor could there¬ 
fore he ftrangers to their condition, or with any 
good grace forget it fo foon, as it hath too often 
happened. 

I confefs, I do not remember to have obferved 
any bodv of men acting with fo little concert, as our 
clergy have done in a point where their opinions 
appeared to be unanimous: a point wherein their 
whole temporal fupport was concerned, as well as 
their power of ferving Cod and his church in their 
Jpiritual fundtions. 1 his hath been imputed to 
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their fear cf difobliging, or hopes of further fa¬ 
vours upon compliance ; becaufe it was obferved, 
that fome who appeared at firft with the greateft 
zeat, thought in iuddcnly to abfent themfelves from 
the uiual meetings ; yet we know, what expert fo- 
hcitors the Quakers, the Diffenters, and even the 
rapilts have fometimes found to drive a point of 
advantage, or prevent an impending evil. 

have not feen any extra# from the two bills in- 
troduced by the biihops into the privy council; 
v;heie toe clergy, upon fome failure in favour, or 
through the umoroufnefs of many among their 
brethren, were relufed to be heard by the council, 
-t teems, thefe bills were both returned, agreed to 
bv the king and council in England, and the houfe 
ot Lords hath, with great expedition, pa/Ted them 
both ; and it is faid, they are immediately to be 
lent down to the Commons for their confent. 

1 he particulars, as they have been imperfe&Iy 
reported to me, are as follows. 

By one of the bills, the biihops have power to 
obuge the country clergy to build a manlion-houfe 
upon whatever part of rheir glebes their Lordfhips 
uidh command; and if the living be above ;o/ a- 
y? r > tbe minifter is bound to build after three years 
a noulc that fhall coft one year and a half’s rent cf 
lm income. For inftance, if a clergyman with a 
v- ..e and leven children gets a living of c;/. per an- 
rum he mull after three years build a houfe that 
, . Coi f " 7 /- JO s. and mud fupport his family, 

1 U ‘u- S t ie _ t ‘ me the billiop lliall appoint for the 
building of it, with the remainder. Bur, if the 
living oe under 50 /. a year, the minilter lliall be al- 
lowed 100 t. out of the firfc fruits. 

But there is faid to be one circumftancealittleex- 
traordmaiy ; mat if there be a Tingle fpot in the glebe 
more barren, more marlhy, more expofed to the 
winds, more diftant from the church or lkeletonof 
a church, or from any conveniency of building; the 
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rector, or vicar may be obliged by the caprice or 
pique of the bilhop, to build, under pain of iequei- 
tration, (an ofiice which ever falls into the mofc 
knaviih hands), upon whatever point his Lordlhip 
ihall command; although the farmers have not paid 
one quarter of his dues. 

I believe, under the prefent dihrefles of the king¬ 
dom, (which inevitably without a miracle mu ft in¬ 
crease forever), there are not ten country-clergymen 
in Ireland, reputed to poflefs a parifh of ioo /. per 
annum, who for fome years paft have actually receiv¬ 
ed 60 /. and that with tlieut mo ft difficulty and vexa¬ 
tion. 1 am therefore at a lofs, what kind of valued* 
tors the biihops will make life of; and whether the 
llarving vicar Ihall be forced to build his houfewith 
the money he never received. 

The other bill, which pafled in two days after the 
former, is laid to concern the divifion of pariihe .4 
into as many parcels as the biihops Ihall think lit, 
only leaving *oo /. a-year to the mother church; 
which 300/. by another a£t paiTed fome years ago, 
they can divide likewife, and crumble as low as their 
will and pleafure will difpofe them. So that infteacl 
of fix hundred clergymen, which, I think, is the 
ufual computation, we may have in a final! compals 
of years a l molt as many thou lands to live with de¬ 
cency and comfort, provide for their children, be 
charitable to the poor, and maintain hofpitality. 

Rut it is very reafonable to hope, and heartily to 
be wiflied by all tliofe who have the leaf! regard to 
our holy religion as hitherto eftabliflied, or to a 
learned, pious, diligent, convertible clergyman, or 
even to common humanity, that the Honourable 
Horde of Commons will, in their great wifdonij 
jufticc, and tendernefs to innocent men, coniider 
thefe bills in another light. It is faid, they well 
know this kingdom not to be fo overltocked with 
neighbouring gentry, but a difcrcet learned clergy¬ 
man, with a competency tit for one of his cduca* 

ticn 
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tiori, may be an entertaining, a ufeful, and fome- 
times a necefiary companion : That, although fuch 
a clergyman may not be able conftantly to And beef 
and wine for his own family, yet he may be allow¬ 
ed fometimes to afford both to a neighbour without 
diflreffing himfelr; and the rather, becaufe he may 
expect at leaf! as good a return. It will probably 
be conAdered, that in many defolate parts there 
may not be always a l'ufficient number of perfons 
conliderable enough to be trufted with commiAions 
of the peace, which feveral of the clergy now lup- 
piy much better, than a little, hedge, contemptible, 
illiterate vicar from twenty to fifty pounds a-year, 
the fon of a weaver, pedlar, tailor, or miller, can 
be prefumed to do. 

The landlords and farmers by this fcheme can 
find no profit, but will certainly be lofers. For in- 
flance, if the large northern livings be fplit into a 
dozen parifhes or more, it will be very neceflary 
for the little threadbare gownman, with his wife, 
his profror, and every child who can crawl, to 
watch the fields at harvefl-time for fear of lofing 
a Angle fheaf, which he could not afford under pe 
ril of a day’s ftarving: for, according to the Scotch 
proverb, “ A hungry loufe bites fore.” This would 
of neceflity breed an infinite number of wrangles 
and litigious fuits in the fpiritual courts; and put 
the wretched pallor at perpetual variance with his 
whole parilli. But, as they have hitherto flood, a 
clergyman eflablifhed in a competent living is not 
under the neceflity of being fo fharp* vigilant, and 
exadling. On the contrary, it is well known and 
allowed, that the clergy round the kingdom think 
themi elves well treated, if they lofe only one Angle 
third of their legal demands. 

The Honourable houfe may perhaps be inclined 
to conceive, that my Lords the Bifliops enjoy as 
ample a power, both fpiritual and temporal, as will 
fully fuAice to anfwer every branch of their office; 
Vol.IV. N that 
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that they want no laws to regulate the conduct cF 
thofe clergymen over whom they prefide ; that, if 
non-reflftance be a grievance, it is the patron’s 
fault, who makes not a better choice, or caufed the 
plurality. I hat, if the general impartial character 
of perfons chofen into the church had been more 
regarded, and the motive of party, alliance, kin¬ 
dred, flatterers, ill-judgment, or perfonal favour 
regarded lefs, there would be fewer complaints of 
nou-rdidence, want of care, blameable behaviour, 
or any ether part of mifconduCt ; not to mention 
ignorance and ftupidity. 

I could name certain gentlemen of the gown, 
whofe aukward, fpruce, prim, fneering, and fmirk- 
ing countenances, the very tone of their voices, 
and an ungainly ft rut in their walk, without one 
Angle talent for any one office, have contrived to 
get good preferment by the mere force of flattery 
and cringing: for which two virtues (the only two 
virtues they pretend to) they were, however, utter¬ 
ly unqualified : and whom, if I were in power, al¬ 
though they were my nephews, or had married 
my nieces, I could never in point of good con¬ 
fluence or honour have recommended to a curacy 
in Connaught. 

I lie Honourable Houfe of Commons may like- 
wife perhaps confider, that the gentry of this king¬ 
dom differ from all others upon earth, being lefs ca¬ 
pable of employments in their own country, than 
any Others who come from abroad ; and that mofl 
of them have little expectation of providing for 
i heir younger children otherwife than by the church, 
in which there might be fome hopes of getting a 
tolerable maintenance. For after the patrons fliould 
have fettled their fons, their nephews, their nieces, 
t leir dependents, and their followers invited over 
from the other flde, there would ftill remain an 
overplus of fmaller church-preferments to be given 
to inch clergy of the nation, who fliall have their 
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quantum of whatever merit may be then in fafhion. 
But by tliefe bills they will be all as ablolutely ex¬ 
cluded, as if they had palled under the denomina¬ 
tion of Tories ; unlefs they can be contented at the 
atmoft with 50 /. a-year; which by the difficulty of 
collecting tithes in Ireland, and the daily increaling 
miferies of the people, will hardly rile to hair that 

fum. . 

It is obferved, that the divines fent over hither 
to govern this church have not feemed to conlider 
the difference between both kingdoms with leipect 
to the inferior clergy. As to themfelves indeed, 
they find a large revenue in lands let at onequaitei 
value, which confequentlv mull be paid while there 
is a penny left among us; and the public diftrefs io 
little affecls their interefts, that their fines are now 
higher than ever: they content themlelves to fup- 
pofe, that whatever a parrfb is laid to be worth, 
comes all into the parfons’s pocket. 

The poverty of great numbers among the clergy 
of England hath been the continual complaint of 
all men, who wifh well to the church, and many 
fchemes have been thought on to red reft it; yet an 
Englifh vicar of 40 /. a-year, lives much more com¬ 
fortably than one of double the value in Ireland. 
His farmers generally fpeaking, arc able and willing 
to pay him his full dues; he hath a decent church 
of ancient ftanding, filled every Lord’s day with a 
large congregation of plain people, well clad, and 
behaving themfelves as if they believed in God and 
ChPvIST. He hath a houfe°and barn in repair, a 
field or two to graze his cows, with a garden and 
orchard. Ho guefi experts more from him than a 
pot of ale : he lives like an honeft plain farmer, 
as his wife is dreffed but little better than goody. 
He is fometimes gracioufly invited by the iejuire, 
where he fits at an humble difiance : if he gets the 
love of his people, they often make him htdeufe- 
ful prefents : he is happy by being born to no 
N 2 higher 
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higher expectation ; for he is ufually the fon of 
iome ordinary tradefman, or middling farmer. 
His learning is much of a fize with his birth and 
education ; no more of either, than what a poor 
hungry fervitor can be expected to bring with him 
from his college. It would be tedious to fhew the 
leverle of all this in our diftant poorer parifhes 
through moft parts of Ireland, wherein every read¬ 
er may make the comparifon. 

Laftly, the Honourable Houfe of Commons may 
conildei, whether the fcheme of multiplying bcp- 
garly clergymen through the whole kingdom, who 
mult all have votes for chuling parliament-men, 
(provided they can prove their freeholds to be worth 
40 s. per annum, ultra reprifas), may not, by their 
numbers, have great influence upon elections; be¬ 
ing entirely under the dependence of their biihops. 
For by a moderate computation, after all the divi- 
flons and fubdivifions of parifhes, that my Lords 
the Bifhops have power to make by their new laws, 
there will, as foon as the prefent fet of clergy goes 
oft, be railed an army of eccleiiaftical militants able 
enough for any kind of fervice, except that of the 
altar. ' A 

I am indeed in fome concern about a fund for 
building a thoufand or two churches, wherein thefc 
probationers may read their wall-le&ures ; and be¬ 
gin to doubt they muft be contented with barns • 
which barns will be one great advancing ftep to¬ 
wards an accommodation with our true Proteftant 
brethren, the Diften&rs. 

The fcheme of encouraging clergymen to build 
houies by dividing a living of 500/. a-ycar into ten 
parts is a contrivance, the meaning whereof hath 
got on the wrong fide of my comprehenfion ; un- 
Icfs it may be argued; that biihops build no houfes, 
beeaufe they are fo rich ; and therefore the inferior 
clergy will certainly build, if you reduce them to 
beggary. Cut I knew a very rich 'man of quality 
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in England, who could never be pcrfuaded to keep 
a fervant out of livery; becaufe fuch fervants would 
be expenfive, and apt in time to look like gcntle- 
men ; whereas the others were ready to fubtnir to 
the bafeft offices, and at a cheaper pennyworth 
might increafe his retinue. 

I hear, it is the opinion of many wife men, that 
before thefe bills pafs both houfes, they fliould be 
fent back to England with the following claufes 
inferted. 

Firft, that whereas there may be about a dozen 
double bifhoprics in Ireland, thofe biflioprics fhould 
be fplit and given to different perfons ; and thofe 
of a iingle denomination be alio divided into two, 
three, o"r four parts, as oceafion fliall require ; o- 
therwife there may be a queftion ftarted, Whether 
twenty-two prelates can effectually extend their pa¬ 
ternal" care and unlimited power, for the protection 
and correction of fo great a number of fpiritual 
fubjeCts. But this propofal will meet with fuch fu¬ 
rious objections, that I iliall not infill: upon it: for 
I well remember to have read, what a terrible fright 
the frogs were in, upon a report, that the fun was 


going to marry. 

Another claufe fliould be, that none of thefe 
twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty pounders may be fuf- 
fered to marry under the penalty of immediate de¬ 
privation ; their marriages declared null, and their 
children baffards: for fome defponding people take 
the kingdom to be in no condition of encouraging 
fo numerous a breed of beggars. 

A third claufe will be neceifiary, that thefe hum¬ 
ble gentry fliould be abfolutely difqualified from 
giving votes in elections for parliament-men 

Others add a fourth ; which is a claufe of indul¬ 
gence, that thefe reduced divines may be permitted 
to follow any lawful ways of living, which will not 
call them too often or too far from their fpiritual 
pffices : (for, unlefs I mifapprehend* they arc fup- 
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pofcd to have epifcopal ordination). For example, 
they may be lappers of linen, bailiffs of the manor; 
they may let blood, or apply plaifters for three 
miles round : they may get a difpenfation to hold 
the clerkfhip and lextonlhip of their own parifh in 
commcndam . Their wives and daughters may make 
fhirts for the neighbourhood ; or," if a barrack be 
near, for the foldiers : in linen countries they may 
card and fpin, and keep a few looms in the houfc: 
they may let lodgings, and fell a pot of ale with¬ 
out doors, but none at home, unlefs to fober com¬ 
pany, and at regular hours. It is by loine thought 
a little hard, that in an affair of the laft conie- 
•quence to the very being of the clergy in the points 
ot liberty and property, as well as in their abilities 
to pei form their duty, this whole reverend body, 
who are the efhblifned inftruclors of the nation in 
Chriftianity and moral virtues, and are the onlv 
pci fons concerned, iliould be live foie perfons not 
con(ulted. Let any fcholar fhew the like precedent 
in Chriftendom for twelve hundred years pail:. An 
a& of parliament for fettling or felling an efhite in 
a pi hate family is never palled, until all parties give 
confent. Cut in the prefen t cafe, the whole body 
or the clergy is, as themfelves apprehend, deter¬ 
mined to utter ruin without once expe&ing or aik- 
mg their opinion ; and this by a fcheme contrived 
only by one part of the convocation, while the o- 
ther part which hath been chofen in the ufual 
forms, wants only the regal permiiEon to aiTembIc, 
and confult about the affairs of the church, as their 
pi edeceffors have always done in former a^es * 
where it is prefumed, the lower houfe hath a power 
ot propping canons and a negative voice, as well 
as the upper. And God forbid (fay thefe objectors) 
that there ffould be a real feparate interefr between 
the bilhops and clergy, any more'than there is be¬ 
tween a man and his wife, a king and his people, 

or Christ and his church. 
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It feems there is a provifion in the bill, that no 
pari ill (hall be cut into fcraps without the confent 
of feveral perfons, who can be no fufferers in the 
matter ; but I cannot find that the clergy lay much 
weight on this caution ; becaufe they argue, that 
the very perfons from whom thefe bills took 
their rile, will have the greateft fhare in the de- 
cilion. 

I do not by any means conceive the crying fin of 
the clergy in this kingdom to be that of non-refi- 
dence. I am fure, it is many degrees lefs fo here 
than in England; unlefs the poifeflion of plurali¬ 
ties may pais under that name; and if this be a 
fault, it is well known to whom it mud be imput¬ 
ed : I believe upon a fail' inquiry (and I hear an 
inquiry is to be made) they will appear to be moft 
pardonably few •, efpeciallv, conhdering how many 
parilhes have not an inch of glebe, and how diffi¬ 
cult it is upon any reafonabk terms to find a place 
of habitation. And therefore, God knows, whe- 
ther my Lords the Biihops will be foon able to con¬ 
vince the clergy, or thofc who have any regard for 
that venerable body, that the chief motive in their 
Lordlhips minds by procuring thefe bills was to 
prevent the fin of non-relidence ; while the uni- 
verfal opinion of almoft every clergyman in the 
kingdom, without diftinclion of party taking in 
even thole who are not likely to be fufferers, Lands 
directly again ft them. 

If fome livings in the north may be jtiftlv thought 
too large a compafs of land, which makes it incon¬ 
venient for the remcteft inhabitants to attend the 
fervice of the church, which in fome in (lances 
may be true, no rcafonable clergyman would op- 
pole a proper remedy by particular a£ls of par¬ 
liament. 

Thus, for inftance, the deanery of Down, a 
country deanery, I think, without a cathedral, de¬ 
pending 
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pending wholly upon an union of parilhes joined 
together in a time when the land lay wafte and 
thinly inhabited ; lince thole circumftances are lb 
prodigioufly changed for the better, may properl 
be leffened, leaving a decent competency to the 
D ean, and placing rectories in the remaining 
churches, which are now lerved only by ftipendi- 
ary curates. 

The cafe may be probably the fame in other 
parts ; and fuch a proceeding difcreetly managed 
would be truly for the good of the church. 

For it is to be obferved, that the dean and chap¬ 
ter lands, which, in England, were all feized under 
the fanatic ufurpation, are things unknown in Ire¬ 
land, ha\ingbeen long ravilhed from the church 
by a fucceffion of confulions, and tithes applied in 
their head to fupport that eccleliaftical dignity. 

The late * Archbilhop of Dublin had a very dif¬ 
ferent way of encouraging the clergy of his diocefe 
to refldence: when a leafe had run out feven years 
or more, he ftipulated with the tenant to relign up 
twenty or thirty acres to the minifter of the parifh 
where it lay convenient, without lefiening his for¬ 
mer rent; and with no great abatement of the line; 
and this he did in the parts near Dublin, where land 
is at the liighefh rates, leaving a fmall chiefry for 
the mini her to pay, hardly a iixth part of the va¬ 
lue. I doubt not, that almoft every bifliop in the 
kingdom may do the fame generous a£t with lefs 
damage to their fees, than his late Grace of Dub¬ 
lin ; much of whole lands were out in fee-farms, 
or leafes for iives ; and I am forty that the good 
example of fuch a prelate hath not been follows 
ed. 

But a great majority of the clergy’s friends can¬ 
not hitherto reconcile themlelves to this projedl; 

# The Ri^ht Reverend Dr William King, 

VhicK 













TWO BILLS. 105 

which they call a levelling principle, that mult in¬ 
evitably root out the feeds of all honeft emulation, 
the legal parent of the greatelt virtue and molt ge¬ 
nerous adtions among men ; but which, in the ge¬ 
neral opinion, (for I do not pretend to offer my 
own), will never more have room to exert itfelf in 
the bread of any clergyman whom this kingdom 
lhall produce. 

But whether the confequences of thefe bills may, 
by the virtues and frailties of future bilhops fen: 
over hither to rule the church, terminate in good 
or evil, I lhall not prefume to determine, iince 
God can work the former out of the latter. How¬ 
ever, one thing I can venture to ailert; that from 
the earlieft ages of ChriiVianity to the minute I am 
now writing, there never was a precedent of fuch 
a proceeding, much lefs was it to be feaied, hoped, 
or apprehended from luch hands in any Chiiltian 
country ; and fo it may pafs for more than a phe- 
nix ; becaufe it hath rifen without any afliftance 
from the allies of its lire. 

The appearance of fo many Diffenters at the 
hearing of this caufe is what, I am told, hath not 
been charged to the account of their prudence or 
moderation ; becaufe that action hath been cenfui- 
ed as a mark of triumph and infult before the vic¬ 
tory is complete: lince nither of thele bills hath 
yet paffed the houfe of Commons, and lome are 
pleafed to think it not impoflible that they may be 
rejected *. Neither do I hear, that there is an en¬ 
acting claufe in either of the bills to apply any part 
of the divided or fubdivided tithes towards incieai- 
>ing the ftipends of the fedtaries. So that thefe 
gentlemen feem to be gratified like him, who, aftei 
having been kicked down Itairs, took comfort when 
he faw his friend kicked down after him. 


* They were rejected in the houfe of.Commons by a ste^t majo- 
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I have heard many more objections again ft feve- 
ral particulars of both thefe bills ; but they are of 
fo high a nature, and carry luch dreadful innuendos, 
that I dare not mention them, ref'olving to give no 
offence, becaufe I well know how obnoxious I have 
long been (although I conceive without any fault of 
my own) to the zeal and principles of thofe who 
place all difference in opinion concerning public 
matters to the l'core of dil'affection ; whereof I am 
at lead: as innocent as the loudeft of my detractors. 

Dublin, Feb. 24, 

I73I-2. 
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A PROPOSAL for an A cl of Parliament, to 
pay off the Debt of the Nation, without 
taxing the fubjedt *, by which the number 
of landed Gentry will be confiderably in- 
creafed, and no Perfon will be the poor¬ 
er, or contribute one Farthing to the 
Charge *. 


Written in the Year 1732. 

T HE debts contracted fome years pad for the 
fervice and iafety of the nation are grown fo 
great, that under our prefent diftreffed condition 
by the want of trade, the great remittances to pay 
abfentees, regiments ferving abroad, and many o- 
ther drains of money well enough known and felt, 
the kingdoms feems altogether unable to difeharge 
them by the common methods of payment: and 
either a poll or land tax would be too odious to 
think of, Vfpecially the latter ; becaufe the lands, 
which have been let for thefe ten or dozen years 
pad, were raifed fo high, that the owner can at 
prefent hardly receive any rent at all. For it is the 
ufual practice of an Irifh tenant, rather than want 
land, to offer more for a farm than he knows he 
can be ever able to pay ; and in that cafe he grows 
defperate, and pays nothing at all. So that a land- 
tax upon a racked edate would be a burthen wholly 
infuppor table. 

The quedion will then be, How thefe national 


* The reader will perceive 
Ironical. 
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debts can be paid ; and how I can make good the 
feveral particulars of my propofal ? which I fliall 
now lay open to the public ? 

The revenues of their Graces and Lordfhips the 
Archbiihops and Bifhops of this kingdom (exclud¬ 
ing the fines) do amount by a moderate computa¬ 
tion to 36,800 /. per annum , I mean the rents which 
the bifhops receive from their tenants. But the 
real value of thofe lands at a full rent, taking the 
feveral fees one with another, is reckoned to be at 
leall three fourths more ; fo that, multiplying 
36,800 /. by 4, the full rent of all the bifhops 
lands will amount to 147,200/. per annum, from 
which fubtradting the prelent rent received by their 
Lordfhips, that is, 36,800 /. the profits of the 
lands received by the fir ft and fecond tenants (who 
both have great bargains) will rife to the fum of 
110,400/. per annum; which lands, if they were 
to be fold at twenty-two years purchafe, would raife 
a fum of 2,428,800 /. referving to the bifhops their 
prelent rents, only excluding fines. 

Of this fum, I propole, that out of the one half, 
which amounts to 1,214,400 /. fo much be applied, 
as will entirely difcharge the debts of the nation ; 
and the remainder be laid up in the treafury to fup- 
ply contingencies, as well as to difcharge fome of 
our heavy taxes, until the kingdom fliall be in a 
better condition. 

But whereas the prefent fet of bifhops would be 
great Infers by this fcheme for want of their fines ; 
which would be hard treatment to fuch religious, 
loyal, and deferving perfonages ; I have therefore 
let apart the other half to fupply that defect, which 
it will more than fufliciently do. 

A bifhop’s leafe for the full term is reckoned to 
be worth eleven years purchafe ; but if we take the 
bifhops round, I fuppofe there may be four years 
of each leafe elapfed ; and many of the bifhops 
being well ftriken in years, I cannot think their 
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lives round to be worth more than feven years pur- 
chafe ; fo that the purchafers may very well afford 
fifteen years purchafe for the reveilion, elpecially 
by one great additional advantage* which I fhall 
loon mention. 

This fum of 2,428,800 /. muff likewife be funk 
very conliderably ; becaufe the lands are to be fold 
only at fifteen years purchafe, and this leiTens the 
fum to about 1,656,000/.; of which I propofe 
twelve hundred thoufand pounds to be applied 
partly for the payment of the national debt, and 
partly as a fund for future exigencies ; and the re¬ 
maining 456,000 /. I propofe as a fund for paying 
the prefent let of billiops their lines ; which it will 
abundantly do, and a great part remain as an 
addition to the public ftock. 

Although the billiops round do not in reality 
receive three lines apiece, which take up 21 years, 
yet I allow it to be lo; but then I will fuppofe them 
to take but one year’s rent in recompenfe of giving 
them fo large a term of life ; and thus multiplying 
36,800 by 3, the product will be only 110,400/.. lo 
that above three fourths will remain to be applied 
to public ufe. 

If I have made wrong computations, I hope to 
be excufed as a granger to the kingdom ; which I 
never faw till I was called to an employment, and 
yet where I intend to pafs the reft of my days ; but 
I took care to get the beft informations I could, and 
from the moft proper perfons ; however the mil- 
takes I may have been guilty of will very little affe<ft 
the main of my propofal; although they fhould 
caufe a difference of one hundred thoufand pounds 
more or lefs. 

The fines are only to be paid to the billion aurmg 
his incumbency in the lame lee : if he change it for 
a better, the purchafers of the vacant fee lands are 
to come immediately into poffeffion of the fee he 
hath left; and both die bilhop who is removed, 
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and he who comes into his place, are to have no 
more fines ; for the removed bilhop will find his 
account by a larger revenue ; and the other fee will 
find candidates enough. For the law-maxim will 
here have place, Caveat cmptor ; I mean, the per- 
fons who litcceed may cliufe whether they will ac- 
cept or no. 

As to the purchafers, they will probably be te¬ 
nants to the fee, who are already in pofleffion, and 
can afford to give more than any other bidder. 

I will xurther explain myielf. It a perl'on alrea¬ 
dy a bilhop be removed into a richer fee, he muft 
be content with the bare revenues without any fines; 
and fo muft he who comes into a bifliopric vacant 
by death : and this will bring the matter looner to 
bear ; which if the crown lhall think fit to coun¬ 
tenance, will foon change the prefcnt fet of bilhops; 
and confequently encourage purchafers of their 
lands. For example: If a primate fhould die, and 
the gradation be wifely made, almolt the whole fet 
of biiliops might be changed in a month, each to 
his great advantage, although no lines were to be 
got; and thereby fave a great part of that fum which 
I have appropriated towards l'upplying the deficien¬ 
cy of fines. 

I have valued the bilhops lands two years pur- 
chafe above the ufual computed rate, becaufe thofe 
lands will have a fanftion from the King and coun¬ 
cil in England, and be confirmed by an aft of par¬ 
liament here : befides, it is well known, that high¬ 
er prices are given every day for worfe lands, at the 
remotelt diftanccs, and at rack-rents, which I take 
to be occafioned by want of trade: when there are 
tew borrowers, and the little money in private 
hands lying dead, there is no other way to difpofe 
of it, but m buying of land ; which confequently 
makes the owners hold it fo high, 

Befides paying the nation’s delits, the fale of thefe 
lands would have many other good effefts upon the 

nation. 
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nation. It will confiderably increafe the number 
of gentry, where the bifhop’s tenants are not able 
or willing to purchafe ; for the lands will afford an 
hundred gentlemen a good revenue to each : feve- 
ral perfons from England will probably be glad to 
come over hither, and be the buyers, rather than 
give thirty years purchafe at home under the loads 
of taxes for the public and the poor, as well as re¬ 
pairs ; by which means much money may be brought 
among us ; and probably fome of the purchaiers 
themfelves may be content to live cheap in a worfe 
country, rather than be at the charge of exchange 
and agencies ; and perhaps of nondolvencies inab- 
fence, if they let their lands too high. 

This propolal will alfo multiply farmers, when 
the purchasers will have lands in their own pow¬ 
er to give long and eafy leafes to induflrious huf- 
bandmen. 

I have allowed fome bifhoprics, of equal income, 
to be of more or lefs value to the purchafer, ac¬ 
cording as they are circumflanced. For inftance : 
The lands of the primacy and fome other fees are 
let fo low, that they hardly pay a fifth penny of the 
real value to the bifliop, and there the fines are the 
greater. On the contrary, the fees of Meath and 
Clonfert coniiiling, as I am told, much of tithes, 
thofe tithes are annually let to the tenants without 
any fines. So the fee of Dublin is faid to have 
many free farms which pay no fines; and fome 
leafes for lives, which pay very little, and not fo 
foon nor fo duly. 

I cannot but be confident, that their Graces my 
Lords the Archbilhops, and my Lords the Bilhops, 
will heartily join in this propofa! out of gratitude 
to his late and prefent Majei'tv, the beft of kings, 
who have bellowed on them fuch high and opulent, 
ftations ; as well as in pity to this country, which 
is now become their own ; whereby they will be in- 
itrumentai towards paying the nation’s debts, with¬ 
out 
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out impoverishing themfelves ; enrich an hundred 
gentlemen as well as free them from dependency ; 
and thus remove that envy, which is apt to fall 
upon their Graces and Lordfhips from confider- 
able perfons, whofc birth and fortunes rather qua¬ 
lify them to be lords of manors, than fervile de¬ 
pendents upon churchmen, however dignified or 
diftinguifhed. 

If I do not flatter myfelf, there could not be any 
law more popular than this. For the immediate 
tenants to billions, being fome of them perfons of 
quality and good eftates, and more of them grown 
up to be gentlemen by the profits of thefe very 
leafes under a fuccefiion of bifhops, think it a dil- 
grace to be fubject both to rents and fines at the 
pleafure of their landlords. Then the bulk of the 
tenants, efpecially the Diflenters, who are our true 
loyal Proteftant brethren, look upon it both as an 
unnatural and iniquitous thing, that bifhops fhould 
be owners of land at all, (wherein I beg to differ 
from them), being a point fo contrary to the prac¬ 
tice of the apoftles, whofc fucceffors they are deem¬ 
ed to be ; and who, although they were contented 
that land fhould be fold for the common ufe of 
the brethren, yet would not buy it themfelves; but 
had it laid at their feet to be diftributed to poor 
profelvtes. 

I will add one word more ; that by fuch a whole- 
fome law all the opprefiions felt by under-tenants 
of church-leafes, which are now laid on the bi¬ 
fhops, would entirely be prevented, by their Graces 
and Lordfhips confenting to have their lands fold 
for payment of the nation’s debts ; referving only 
the prefent rent for their own plentiful and ho¬ 
nourable fupport. 

I beg leave to add one particular; that when 
heads of a bills (as I find the Ryle runs in this king¬ 
dom) fhall be brought in for forming this propo¬ 
fol into a law, I fhould humbly offer, that there 
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might be a power given to every bifliop, except thofe 
who refide in Dublin, for applying one hundred acres 
of profitable land, that lies neareft his palace, <ts a 
demefne for the convenience of his family. 

I know very well that this fcheme hath been much 
talked of for fome time pail, and is in the thoughts 
of many patriots; neither was it properly mine, al¬ 
though I fell readily into it, when it was firfl com¬ 
municated to me. 

Although I am almoft a perfect ftranger in this 
kingdom; yet fince I have accepted an employment 
here of fome confequence as well as profit, I can¬ 
not but think myfclf in duty bound to confult the 
intereft of people, among whom I have been lo well 
received. And if I can be any way inftrumental 
towards contributing to reduce this excellent pro- 
poial into a law, (which being not in the leaft in¬ 
jurious to England will, I am confident, meet with 
no oppofition from that fide), my fincere endea¬ 
vours to ferve this church and kingdom will be 
well rewarded. 
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An Examination of certain Abuses, Cor- 
RUpriONs, and Enormities, in the city 
of Dublin. 


Written in the year 1732. 

TVTOthing is held more commendable in all great 
-L n cities, efpecially the metropolis of a king¬ 
dom, than what the French call the police : by 
which word is meant the government thereof, to 
prevent the many dborders occalioned by great num¬ 
bers of people and carriages, efpecially through 
narrow ftreets. In this government our famous 
city of Dublin is faid to be very defective, and 11 • 
niverfally complained of. Many wholfome laws 
have been enabled to correft thole abufes, but are 
ill executed ; and many more are wanting ; which I 
hope the united wifdom of the nation (whereof fo 
many good ededls have already appeared thisfeffion) 
will loon take into their profound conlideration. 

As I have been always watchful over the good of 
mine own country, and particularly for that of our 
renowned city, where {abfit invjdia) I had the ho¬ 
nour to draw my firft breath ; I cannot have a mi¬ 
nute’s eafe or patience to forbear enumerating fome 
°f die greateft enormities, abufes, and corruptions, 
fpread almoft through every part of Dublin ; and 
propofing fuch remedies, as I hope the legiflature 
will approve of. 

The narrow compafs to which I have confined 
myfelf in this paper, will allow me only to touch 
the mod important defers ; and fuch as I think 
Icem to require the mod fpeedy redrefs. 
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And firft, perhaps there was never known a wi- 
fer inftitution, than that of allowing certain per- 
fons of both fexes in large and populous cities to 
cry through the ftreets many neceftaries of life : 
it would be endlefs to recount the conveniencics 
which our city enjoys by this ufeful invention ; and 
particularly Grangers forced hither by buftnefs, who 
refide here but a fhort time ; for thefe, having ulu- 
ally but little money, and being wholly ignorant 
of the town, might at an eafv price pur chafe a to¬ 
lerable dinner, if thefeveral criers would pronounce 
the names of the goods they have to fell in any to¬ 
lerable language. And therefore, until our law¬ 
makers fhall think it proper to interpofe fo far as to 
make thofe traders pronounce their words in fuch 
terms, that a plain Chriftian hearer may compre¬ 
hend what is cried, I would advife all new comers 
to look out at their garret-windows, and there fee 
whether the thing that is cried be tripes or flumme¬ 
ry, butter-milk or cow-heels. For, as things are now 
managed, how is it poffible for an honeft country¬ 
man juft arrived to find out what is meant; for in- 
ftance, by the following words, with which his ears 
are conftantly ftunned twice a-day, jnugs, jugs , and 
porringers , up in the garret , and down in the cellar : 

I fay, how is it poffible for any ftranger to under- 
ftand, that this jargon is meant as an invitation to 
buy a farthing’s worth of milk for his breakfaft or 
fupper, unlefs his curioftty draws him to the win¬ 
dow, or until his landlady lhall inform him ? 1 
produce this only as one inftance among a hundred 
much worfe, I mean, where the words make a found 
wholly inarticulate, which give fo much difturbance 
and fo little information. 

The affirmation folemnly made in the cry of her¬ 
rings is directly againft all truth and probability; 
herrings alive , alive here : the very proverb will con¬ 
vince us of this ; for what is more frequent in or¬ 
dinary fpeech, than to fay of fome neighbour for 
P 2 whom 
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whom the patting bell rings, that he is dead as a her¬ 
ring ? And pray how is it poffible, that a herring, 
which, as philosophers obferve, cannot live longer 
than one minute three Seconds and a half out of wa¬ 
ter, fhould bear a voyage in open boats from Howtli 
to Dublin, be tolled into twenty hands, and pre- 
ferve its life in lieves for Several hours ? nay, we 
have witnefles ready to produce, that many thou¬ 
sands of thefe herrings. So impudently afferted to 
be alive, have been a day and a night upon dry 
land. But this is not the worft. What can we 
think of thole impious wretches, who dare in the 
face of the lun vouch the very fame affirmative of 
their Salmon, and cry falmon alive y alive ? whereas, 
if you call the woman who cries it, fhe is not a- 
Shamed to turn back her mantle, and fhew you this 
individual Salmon cut into a dozen pieces. I have 
given good advice to thefe infamous difgracers of 
their Sex and calling, without the leatt: appearance 
of lemorfe, and fully againft the conviction of their 
own conlciences : I have mentioned this grievance 
to Several of our pariffi ministers ; but alf in vain ; 
So that it mufr continue, until the government Shall 
think fit to interpofe. 

There is another cry, which, from the Strictest 
observation I can make, appears to be very modern, 
and it is that of fwccthearts *; and is plainly in¬ 
tended for a reflection upon the female Sex; as if 
there were at prefent So great a dearth of lovers, 
that the women, inftead of receiving prefents from 
men, were now forced to offer money to purchafe 
Sweet hearts. Neither am I Sure, that this erv doth 
not glance at Some difafleCtion againft the govern¬ 
ment ; inlinuating, that while So many of our 
troops arc engaged in foreign Service, and Such a 
gieat number of our gallant officers conltantly rc- 
hdein England, the ladies are forced to take up with 

* A fort of fu-ar cakes in the ! x jye of beaits. 
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parfons and attorneys: but this is a moft unjuft re¬ 
flection, as may loon be proved by any perion who 
frequents the caftle, our public walks, our balls and 
aflemblies ; where the crouds of toupees * were 
never known to (warm as they do at prefent. 

There is a cry peculiar to this city, which I do 
not remember to have been uled in London ; or at 
leaft, not in the fame terms that it hath been prac- 
tifed by both parties, during each of their power, 
but very unjuftly by the Tories. While thele were 
at the helm, they grew daily more and more impa¬ 
tient to put all true Whigs and Hanoverians out of 
employments : to effecl which, they hired certain 
ordinary fellows with large baikets on their fhould- 
crs to call aloud at every houfc, Dirt to carry out % 
giving that denomination to our whole party ; as if 
they would iignify, that the kingdom could never 
be cleanfed, until we were fwept from the earth like 
rubbilh. But fince that happy turn of times, when 
we were fo miraculoufly preferved by juft an inch 
from Popery, flavery, maflacre, and the pretender, 
I muft own it is prudence in us ftill to go on with 
the lame cry; which hath ever fince been fo effec¬ 
tually obferved, that the true political dirt is whol- 
lv removed, and thrown on its proper dunghills, 
there to corrupt and be no more heard of. 

But to proceed to other enormities : Every per- 
fon who walks the ftreets, muft needs obferve an 
immenfe number of human excrements at the doors 
and fteps of wafte houfes, and at the fides of every 
dead wall; for which the difaffe&ed party hath ai- 
figned a very falfe and malicious caule : they would 
have it, that thefe heaps were laid there privately 
by Britifh fundaments to make the world believe, 
that our Irifh vulgar do daily eat and drink; and 

-f- A new name for a modern periwig w ith a long blacic tail, and 
jorits owner; now in taihi n, Dec. 1. 1733* 
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confequently that the clamour of poverty among 
us muft be falfe, proceeding only from Jacobites 
and Papifts. They would confirm this by pretend¬ 
ing to obferve, that a Bi itifli anus being more nar¬ 
rowly perforated than one of our own country, 
and many of thei'e excrements, upon a ftiict view, 
appearing couple-crowned with a point like a cone 
or pyramid, are ealily difiinguiihed from the Hiber¬ 
nian, which lie much flatter and with lefs continui¬ 
ty. I communicated this conjecture to an eminent 
phyiician, who is well vei led in fucli profound fpe- 
culations; and at my re quell was pleafed to make 
trial with each of his fingers, by thrufting them in¬ 
to the anus of feveral perfons of both nations, and 
piofefled he could find no fuch difference between 
them as tliofe ill-difpofed people alledge. On the 
contrary, lie allured me, that much the greater 
number of narrow cavities were of Hibernian ori¬ 
gin. This I only mention, to ihew how ready the 
Jacobites are to lay hold of any handle to exprefs 
their malice againft the government. I had almoft 
rorgot to add, that my friend the phyfician could 
by Imelhng each linger diftinguilh the Hibernian 
excrement from the Britifli, and was not above 
twice miftaken in an hundred experiments ; upon 
which he intends very foon to publilh a learned dil- 
lertation. 

There is a diverdon in this city, which ufually 
begins among the butcheis; but is often continued 
by a iucccihon of other people through the ltreets • 
it is called the COSS1NG of a dog : and I may juft- 
ly number it among our corruptions. The cere- 
xoony is thus : A Grange dog happens to pafs thro’ 
a iieih-market; whereupon an expert butcher im¬ 
mediately cries in a loud voice and the proper tone, 
ofs, co/s, leveral times. The dime word is repeat¬ 
ed by the people. The dog, who perfectly under¬ 
ands the term or art, and confequently the dan¬ 
ger he is in, immmediateiy Hies. The people, and 
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even his own brother-animals, purfue : the purfuit 
and cry attend him perhaps half a mile; he is well 
worried in his flight; and fometimes hardly eicapes. 
This our ill-wifhers of the Jacobite kind are plea- 
fed to call a perfecution; and affirm, that it always 
falls upon dogs of the Tory principle. But we can 
well defend ourfelves by juftly alledging, that, when 
they were uppermost, they treated our dogs full as 
inhumanely. As to my own part, who have in 
former times often attended thefe proceffions, al¬ 
though I can very well diiiinguifli between a Whig 
and a Tory dog, yet I never carried my relentment 
very far from a party-principle, except it were a- 
gainft certain malicious dogs, who mofc difeovered 
their enmity againft us, in the worft times *. And 
I rememember too well, that in the wicked miniftry 
of the Earl of Oxford a large maftiff of our par¬ 
ty, being unmercifully coffed, ran without thinking 
between my legs, as I was coming up Filhamble- 
ftreet; and as I am of low ftature with very Ihort 
legs, bore me riding backwards down the hill for 
above two hundred yards : and although I made 
ufe of his tail for a bridle, holding it fail: with 
both my hands, and clung my legs as clofe to 
his tides as I could ; yet we both came down toge¬ 
ther into the middle of the kennel; where, after 
rolling three or four times over each other, I got 
up with much ado amidft the lliouts and huzzas of 
a thoufand malicious Jacobites. I cannot indeed 
but gratefully acknowlege, that for this and many 
other fervices and fufferings * I have been lince 
more than overpaid. 

This adventure may perhaps have put me out of 
love with the diverfion of colling, which I confefs 
myielf an enemy to, unlefs we could always be fure 


* A cant word ufed by the Whigs for the four laft years of (^ueen 
Anne’s reign, during the Eirl of Oxtori’s miniary. 
f See the apology for the Tale of a Tub, vol. 1. 
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of diftinguifhing Tory dogs ; whereof great num¬ 
bers have fince been fo prudent, as entirely to 
change their principles, and are now juftly efteem- 
ed the beft worriers of their former friends. 

I am allured, and partly know, that all the 
chimney-fweepers boys, where members of parlia¬ 
ment chiefly lodge, are hired by our enemies to fculk 
in the tops of chimneys with their heads no higher 
than will juft permit them to look round; and at 
the ufual hours, when members are going to the 
houfe, if they fee a coach ftand near the lodging 
of any loyal member, they call, Coach , coach , as 
loud as they can bawl, juft at the inftant when the 
footman begins to give the fame call. And this 
is chiefly done on thofe days when any point of im¬ 
portance is to be debated. This practice maybe of 
very dangerous confequence ; for thefe boys are all 
hired by enemies to the government; and thus, by 
the abience of a few members for a few minutes, a 
queftion may he carried againft the true intereft of 
the kingdom, and very probably not without an 
eye towards the pretender. 

I have not obferved the wit and fancy of this 
town fo much employed in any one article, as that 
of contriving variety of ligns to hang over houfes, 
where punch is to be fold. The bowl is reprefent- 
ed full of punch, the laddie ftands ereCt in the 
middle, fupported fometimes by one and fometimes 
by two animals, whofe feet reft upon the edge of 
the bowl. Thefe animals are fometimes one.black 
lion, and fometimes a couple ; fometimes a lingle 
eagle, and fometimes a fpread one ; and we often 
meet a crow, a fwan, a bear, ora cock, in the fame 
pofture. 

Now, I cannot find how any of thefe animals ei¬ 
ther feparate or in conjunction are, properly fpeak- 
ing, fit emblems or embellifhments to advance the 
file of punch. Befides, it is agreed among natu- 
ralifts, that no brute can endure the tafte of ftrong 
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liquor* except where he hath been ufed to it from 
his infancy; and confequentlv it is again ft all the 
rules of hieroglyph to aflign thofe animals as pa¬ 
trons or protestors of punch. For in that cafe we 
ought to fuppofe, that the hoft keeps always ready 
the real bird or beaft, whereof the picture hangs o- 
ver his door, to entertain his guefts ; which, how¬ 
ever, to my knowledge, is not true in faSt; not one 
of thofe birds being a proper companion for aChrifti- 
an, as to aiding and aftifting in making the punch. 
For as they are drawn upon the fign, they are much 
more likely to mute, or lhed their feathers into the 
liquor. Then as to the bear, he is too terrible, 
auk ward, and flovenly a companion to converfe 
with; neither are any of them handy enough to fill 
liquor to the company; I do therefore vehemently 
fufpect a plot intended againft the government by 
thefe devices. For although the fpread eagle be 
the arms of Germany, upon which account it may 
poftibly be a lawful Proteftant fign, yet I who am 
very fufpicious of fair outfides in a matter which fo 
nearly concerns our welfare, cannot but call to mind, 
that the pretender’s wife is faid to be of German 
birth ; and that many Popifh* princes in fo vaft an 
extent of land are reported to excel both at making 
and drinking punch : befides, it is plain, that the 
fpread eagle exhibits to us the perfect figure of a 
crofs ; which is a badge of Popery. Then as to 
the cock, he is well known to reprefent the French 
nation, our old and dangerous enemy. The fwan, 
who mult of neceflity cover the entire bowl with 
his wings, can be no other than the Spaniard, who 
endeavours to engrofs all the treafures of the Indies 
to himfelf. The lion is indeed the common emblem 
of royal power, as well as the arms of England ; 
but to paint him black is perfect Jacobitifm, and a 
manifeft type of thofe who blacken the actions of 
the beft princes. It is not eafy to diftinguifh, whe¬ 
ther that other fowl painted over the punch-bowl 
Vol.IV. CL ^ 
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be a crow or a raven. It is true, they have both 
been ominous birds : but I rather take it to be the 
former ; becaufe it is the difpolltion of a crow to 
pick out the eyes of other creatures ; and often 
even of Chriftians, after they are dead ; and is 
therefore drawn here with a defign to put the Ja¬ 
cobites in mind of their old practice, firft to lull us 
afleep, (which is an emblem of death) and then to 
blind our eyes, that we may not fee their dangerous 
practices againll the hate. 

To fpeak my private opinion: The lead offenflve 
picture in the whole fet leems to be die bear; be¬ 
caufe he reprefents urfa major , or the great bear , 
who prefides over the north, where the reformation 
lirh began; and which, next to Britain (including 
Scotland and the north of Ireland) is the great pro¬ 
tector of the true Proteftant religion. But however 
in thole figns, where I obferve the bear to be chained, 
I cannot help furmiiing a Jacobite contrivance; by 
which thefe traitors hint an earned deiire of uling 
ail true W higs, as their predeceilorsdid the primitive 
Chriftians: I mean, to rep relent us as bears , and 
then halloo their Tory-dogs to bait us to death. 

Thus I have given a* fair account of what I dillike 
in all the figns fet over thofe houfes that inviteusto 
punch. I own it was a matter that did not need ex¬ 
plaining, being lo very obvious to common under- 
ftanding; yet I know not how it happens, but me- 
thinks there feems a fatal blindnefs to overlpreadour 
corporeal eyes, as well as our intellectual; and I 
heartily wilh, I may be found a falfe prophet. For 
thefe are not bare fulpicions, but manifeft demon- 
ftrations. 

. Therefore, away with thefepopifli Jacobites, and 
idolatrous gewgaws. And I heartily wilh a law were 
enacted under fevere penalties againll drinking punch 
at all; for nothing is ealier, than to prove it adilaf- 
fefted liquor; the chief ingredients, which are bran¬ 
dy, oranges, and lemons, are all lent us from Po¬ 
pifli 
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pifh countries ; and nothing remains of Proteftant 
growth but fugar and water. For as to bifcuit, 
which formerly was held aneceflary ingredient, and 
is truly Britifh, we find it is entirely rejected. 

But I will put the truth of my affection pad: all 
doubt: I mean, that this liquor is by one important 
innovation grown of ill example, and dangerous 
conlequence to the public. It is well known, that by 
the true original inttitution of making punch left us 
by Captain Ratcliff, the iharpnefs is only occafioned by 
the juice of lemons ; and fo continued until after the 
happy revolution. Oranges, alas! area mere inno¬ 
vation. and in a manner but of yefterday. It was 
the politics of Jacobites to introduce them gradually; 
and to what intent ? the thing fpeaks itfelf. It was 
cunningly to fhew their virulence againft his Sacred 
Majeffy King William of ever glorious and immor¬ 
tal memory. But of late (to lhew how faff diiloy- 
altv increafeth) they came from one to two, and 
then to three oranges ; nay at prelent we often find 
punch made all with oranges, and not one ilngle 
lemon. For the Jacobites before the death of that 
immortal prince, had by a fuperftition formed a 
private prayer, that as they fqueezed the orange, lo 
might that Proteftant King be fqueezed to death ; 
according to the known ibreery deferibed by Vir¬ 
gil; 

Limns nt hie dnrefclt , et hac nt cera liquefeit , See. 

And thus the Romans, when they facridced an 
ox, ufed this kind of prayer: As I knock down this 
ox, lb may ft thou, O Jupiter! knock down our 
enemies. In like manner, after King William’s 
death, whenever a Jacobite fqueezed an orange, he 
had a mental curfe upon the glorious memory, and 
a hearty wifh for power to Squeeze all his Majefty’s 
friends to death, as he fqueezed that orange, which 
bore one of his titles, as he was Prince of Orange. 

This 
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This I do affirm for truth, many of that fac¬ 
tion having confeffed it to me under an oath of 
fecrecy, which, however, I thought it my duty not 
to keep, when I faw my dear country in danger. 
But what better can be expected from an impious 
iet of men, who never fcruple to drink cwfujion to 
all true Proteftants under the name of Whig ? A 
moft unchriftian and inhuman practice ; “ which, 

to our great honour and comfort, was never 
“ charged upon us, even by our moft malicious 
<c detractors.” 

The fign of two angels hovering in the air, and 
with their right hands lupporting a crown, is met 
with in feveral parts of this city ; and hath often 
given me great offence ; for, whether by the un- 
ikilfulnefs or dangerous principles of the painters, 
(although I have good reafon to fufpeft the latter), 
thofe angels are ufually drawn with ftich horrid, or 
indeed rather diabolical countenances, that they 
give great offence to every loyal eye, and e- 
qual caufe of triumph to the Jacobites, being a 
moft infamous reflection upon our able and excel¬ 
lent miniftry. 

I now return to that great enormity of city-cries, 
moft of which we have borrowed from London. I 
fhall confider them only in a political view, as they 
nearly afFeft the peace and lafetv of both king¬ 
doms; and having been originally contrived by 
wicked Machiavels to bring in popery, flavery, and 
arbitrary power, by defeating the Proteftant fuc- 
ceffion, and introducing the pretender, ought in 
juftice to be here laid open to the world. 

About two or three months after the happy re¬ 
volution, all perfons who poflefled any emploment 
or office, in church or ftate, were obliged by an 
aft of parliament to take the oaths to King Wil¬ 
liam and Queen Mary ; and a great number of 
difaffefted perfons refilling to take the faid oaths 
from a pretended fcruple of confidence, but really 

from 
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from a fplrit of Popery and rebellion, they con¬ 
trived a plot to make the fwearing to thole princes 
odious in the eyes of the people. To this end, 
they hired certain women of ill fame, but loud 
fhrill voices, under pretence of felling fiih, to go 
thro’ the ftreets with lieves on their heads, and cry, 
Buy my foul , buy my foul ; plainly infinuating, that 
all thofe who fwore to King William, were juft 
ready to fell their fouls for an employment. This cry 
was revived at the death of Queen Anne, and, I 
hear, ftill continues in London with much offence 
to all true Proteftants ; but, to our great happinefs, 
feems to be alinoft dropt in Dublin. 

But, becaule I altogether contemn the dilpleafure 
and refentment of High-fliers, Tories, and Jaco¬ 
bites, whom I look upon to be worfe even than 
pro felled Papifts, I do here declare, that thofe e- 
vils which I am going to mention were all bi ought 
in upon us in the worft of times under the late Earl 
of Oxford’s adminiftration, during the four laft 
years of Queen Anne’s reign. “ That wicked mi- 
“ nifter was univerfally known to be a Papift in his 
« heart, * He was of a moil avaritious nature, 
« and is faid to have died worth four millions 
“ Sterling, befides his vaft expenfe in building, 
“ ftatues, plate, jewels, and other coftly rarities. lie 
if was of a mean obfeure birth, from the very 
* { dregs of the people ; and lo illiterate, that he 

“ could hardly read a paper at the council-table. I 

“ forbear to touch on his open, profane, profligate 
“ life ; becaule I defire not to rake into the allies 
“ of the dead ; and therefore, 1 fhall obferve this 
“ wife maxim, De mortuis nil nifi bonum.” 

This flagitious man, in order to compafs his 
black defigns, employed certain wicked inftruments 
(which great ftateiinen are never without) to adapt 


* The awho ’s meaning is juft contrary to the literal fenfc in the 
character of Lord Oxford. 
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feveral London cries in fuch a manner as would belt 
anftver his ends. And whereas it was upon good 
grounds grievouflv fufpedted, that all places at court 
were iolu to the higheft bidder; certain women 
were employed by his emiflaries to carry fifli in baf 
kets on their heads, and bawl through the ftreets, 
“ Bu y m y frefli places.” I mu ft indeed own, that 
other women tiled the fame cry, who were innocent 
ol this wicked dellgn, and really fold fifii of that 
denomination to get an honeft livelihood ; but the 
reft, who were in the fecret, although they carried 
lilh in their fieves or balkets to fave appearances, 
yet they haa likewile a certain fign, fomewhat re- 
lembling that of the Free Mafons, which the pur- 
chafers of places knew well enough, and were di~ 
reeled by the women, whither they were to refort 
and make their purchafe. And I remember very 
well how oddly it looked, when we obferved many 
gentlemen finely drefied about the court-end of the 
town, and as far as York-buildings, where the 
Lord Treafurer Oxford dwelt, calling the women 
who cried, “ Buy my frefh places,” and talking 
to them in the corner of a ftreet, until they under- 
Itood each other’s fign. But we never could ob- 
lerve, that any filli was bought. 

Some years before the cries laft mentioned, the 
Duke of Savoy was reported to have made certain 
overtures to the court of England for admitting 
ins eldeft fon by the Duchefs of Orleans’s daugh¬ 
ter to faceted to the crown, as next heir, upon the 
pretender’s being rejected; and that fon was im¬ 
mediately to turn Proteftant. It was confidently 
reported, that great numbers of people difaffedted 
to the then Iiluftrious, but now Royal Houfe of 
Dan over, were in thofe meafares. Whereupon 
another let ot women were hired by the Jacobite 
eaders to cry through the whole town, « Buv mv 
‘ Javoys , dainty ftvoys , curious favoys But I 
cannot direftly charge the late Earl of Oxford with 

tliis 






























IN DUBLIN. 127 

this confpiracy, becaufe he was not then chief mi¬ 
nister. However, this wicked cry Still continues in 
London, and was brought over hither, where it re¬ 
mains to this day; and is, in my humble opinion, 
a very offensive found to every true Proteftant, 
who is old enough to remember thofe dangerous 
times. 

During the miniftry of that corrupt and Jacobite 
Earl above mentioned, the fecret pernicious delign 
of thofe in power was to fell Flanders to France: 
the confequence of which muft have been the in¬ 
fallible ruin of the States-General, and would have 
opened the way for France to obtain that univerfal 
monarchy they have fo long aimed at; to which 
the British dominions muft next after Holland have 
been compelled to fubmit, whereby the Proteftant 
religion would be rooted out of the world. 

A defign of this vaft importance, after long con- 
fultation among the Jacobite grandees with the Earl 
of Oxford at their head, was at laft determined to 
be carried on by the fame method with the former: 
it was therefore again put into practice; but the 
conduct of it was chiefly left to cholen men, whole 
voices were louder and Stronger than thofe of the 
other fex : and upon this occafion was firft insti¬ 
tuted in London that famous cry of flounders. 
But the criers were particularly dire&ed to pro¬ 
nounce the word flaunders y and not flounders . For 
the country which we now by corruption call Flan¬ 
ders, is in its true orthography fpelt Flaundersy as 
may be obvious to all who read old English books. 
I fay, from hence begun that thundering cry, which 
hath ever Since Stunned the ears of all London, 
made So many children fall into fits, and women 
mifearry; “ Come buy my frefh flaunders, curious 
“ flaunders, charming flaunders, alive, alive, ho;” 
which laft words can with no propriety of Speech 
be applied to flSh manifestly dead, (as I obferved 
before in herrings and Salmon), but very juftlv to 

ten 
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ten provinces containing many millions of living 
Chriitians. But the application is hill clofer, when 
we conllder that all the people were to be taken like 
hflies in a net; and by afliftance of the Pope, who 
lets up to be the univerfal filher of men, the whole 
innocent nation was, according to our common ex¬ 
predion, to be “ laid as flat as a flounder.” 

I remember myfeif a particular crier of flounders 
in London, who arrived at fo much fame for the 
loudnefs of his voice, as to have the honour of 
being mentioned upon that account in a comedy. 
He hath diflurbed me many a morning, before he 
came within fifty doors of my lodging : and al¬ 
though I were not in thole days fo"fully apprifed 
oi the defigns which our common enemy had then 
in agitation, yet, 1 know not how, by a fecret im- 
pulfe, young as I was, I could not forbear con¬ 
ceiving a ftron^ diflike againfl: the fellow ; and of¬ 
ten faid to myfeif, This cry feems to be forged 
in the Jefuits fchool: alas, poor England ! Iam 
“ grievoufly miflaken, if there be not fome Popiih 
“ plot at the bottom.” I communicated my 
thoughts to an intimate friend, who reproached me 
with being too viflonary in my fpeculations : but it 
proved afterwards, that I conjectured right. And 
I have flnee reflected, that if the wicked faClion 
could have procured only a thoufand men of as 
ftrong lungs as the fellow I mentioned, none can 
tell how terrible the confequences might have been 
not only to thefe two kingdoms, but over all Eu¬ 
rope, by felling Flanders to France. And yet thefe 
cries . continue unpunifhed both in London and 
Dublin ; although, I confefs, not with equal vehe- 
mency or loudnefs; becaufe the reafon for contriv¬ 
ing this clcfperate plot is, to our great felicity, 
wholly ceafed. 

It is well known, that the majority of the Britifh 
houle of Commons in the laft years of Queen Anne’s 
reign were in their hearts directly oppoflte to the 
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Earl of Oxford’s pernicious meafures ; which put 
him under the neceftity of bribing them with Hila¬ 
ries. Whereupon he "had again recourfe to his old 
politics. And accordingly his emiflaries were very 
buly in employing certain artful women, of no good 
life and converfation, (as it was proved before 
Juft ice * Pevton), to cry that vegetable commonly 
called fellery through die town. Thefe women dif¬ 
fer from the common criers of that herb by Home 
private mark, which I could never learn ; but the 
matter was norious enough, and lufficiently talked 
of; and about the fame period was the cry of fellery 
brought over into this kingdom. But lince there 
is not at this prefent the leaft occaiion to fin peel 
the loyalty of our criers upon that article, 1 am 
content that it may ftill be tolerated. 

I fhall mention but one cry more, which hath 
any reference to politics; but is indeed of all others 
the moft infolent, as well as treafonable, under our 
prefent happy eftablifliment; I mean that of turn¬ 
ups ; not of turnips , according to the heft ortho¬ 
graphy, but abfolutely turnups. Although the cry 
be of an older date than fome of the preceding e- 
normities, for it began foon after the revolution ; 
yet was it never known to arrive at fo great a 
height, as during the Earl of Oxford’s power. 
Some people (whom I take to be private enemies) 
are indeed as ready as myfelf to profefs their dil- 
approbation of this cry, on pretence that ft began 
by the contrivance of certain old procureiles, who 
kept houfes of ill fame, where lewd women met to 
draw young men into vice. And this they pretend 
to prove by fome words in the cry ; becauie, after 
the crier had bawled out, “ Turnups, ho, buy my 
“ dainty turnups,” he would fometimes add the 
two following verfes. 


* A famous Whig jullice in thofe times. 

Vol.IV. R 
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Turn up the miftrefs, and turn up the maid, 
slnd turn up the daughter , and be not afraid. 

This, fay fome political fophids, plainly Ihews, 
that there can be nothing farther meant in l'o infa- 
mous a cry, than an invitation to lewdnefs; which 
indeed ought to be feverely punifhed in all well-re¬ 
gulated governments ; yet cannot be fairly inter¬ 
preted as a crime of date. But I hope we are not 
lb weak and blind to be deluded at this time of day 
with fuch poor evafions. I could, if it were nro- 
per, demon drate the very time when thefe two ver- 
les were compofed, and name the author, who was 
no other than the famous Mr. Swan io well known 
toi his talent at quibbling, and was as virulent a 
Jacobite as any in England. Neither could he de¬ 
ny the fact, when he was taxed for it in my pre- 
ience, by Sir Henry Dutton-Colt, and Colonel 
Davenport, at the Smyrna cofteehoule, on the ioth 
of June 1701. Ihus, it appears to a demondra- 
tion, that thole verfes were only a blind to conceal 
the mod: dangerous defigns of the party; who, 
from the fird years after the happy revolution" 
uied a cant way of talking in their clubs, after this 
manner : “ We hope to fee the cards fliuffled once 
more, and another King turn up trumph 
and, “ When /hall we meet over a difh of turn¬ 
ups ?” The fame term of art was ufed in their 
plots againd the government, and in their treafon- 
able letters written in cyphers, and decyphered by 
the famous Dr. Willes, as you may read in the tri¬ 
als of thofe times. This I thought ft to fet forth 
at large, and in fo clear a light; becaufe the Scotch 
and French authors have given a very different ac¬ 
count of the word turnup ; but whether out of 
ignorance-or partiality, I thall not decree; becaufe, 

I am lure, the reader is convinced by my difeovery. 
It is to be oblerved, that this cry was lung in a par¬ 
ticular 
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ticular manner by fellows in difguife to give notice, 
where thofe traitors were to meet in order to con¬ 
cert their villanous deligns. 

I have no more to add upon this article, than an 
humble propofal, that thole who cry this root at 
prefent in our ftreets of Dublin may be compelled 
by the juftices of the peace to pronounce turnip , 
and not turnup ; for, I am afraid, we ftill have too 
many l'nakes in our bofom, and it would be well if 
their cellars were fometimes learched, when the 
owners lead: expert it; for I am not out of fear, 
that latct anguis in herba . 

Thus we are zealous in matters of fmall moment, 
while we neglecl thofe of the higheft importance. 
1 have already made it manifeft, that all thele cries 
were contrived in the worft of times, under the 
minifhy of that defperate ftatefman Robert late 
Earl of Oxford ; and for that very reafon ought 
to be reje&ed with horror, as begun in the reign of 
Jacobites, and may well be numbered among the 
rags of Popery and treafon ; or if it be thought 
proper that thefe cries mu ft continue, furely they 
ought to be only trufted in the hands of true Pro- 
teftants, who have given fecurity to the govern¬ 
ment. 
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A Lc. I 1 ER from a Member of the EIoulc 
ot Commons in Ireland, to a Member of 
. the Houfe or Commons in England, con¬ 
cerning the Sacramental Test. 

Written in the year 1708 *. 


SIR, 

J Received your letter, wherein von tell me of the 
„ ftrange reprefentations made of us on your fide - 
of the water. The inftance you are pleafed to 
mention is that of the Prefbyterian miffionary, who, 

accord- 


* Tn the 2d vlomeof Dr Swift’s and Mr Pope’s mi cellanies, t 
found ihefo.k.wmg treatile, which had been printed in Lom.on, with 
feme other of the Dean’s work*-, many years before, but it firtl came 
out by itfelf ill the year 170S, as the date fhews : and it was at a jun¬ 
cture, when the Difienters were endeavouring to repeal the facramen- 
tnl telr, as, by common fame, and ft me pamphlets pubiifhcd to the 
fame purpolc* they Rem to be now again attempting, with great hoic 
of fuccefs. ] have therefore taken the liberty to make an ex trad , uc 
of that di'courfe, omitting only A me paflages, which relate to cert.in 
per fens, and are of no confequence to the argument. Euc the au¬ 
thor s way of reafoning feems at prefent to have more weight thtn it 

had inthofe time' when thedifeourfe firft appeared.-The author 

in ihts letter, perfonates a member of parliament here, to a member 
of pa' liament in England.-*The fpeikcr mentioned in this let¬ 

ter, was Allen Broderick, afterw^ids Chancellor and Lord Middleton • 
and the Prelate was Dr Lindlay, afterwards Primate. Dub. edit 
173S* . 

This traCf was rep mted in Ireland in 1735, when the attempt to 
repeal the lacramental tell was revived. There was an explanatory 
advertisement prefixed, which is la d by Lord Orrery to have been 
o dated, or finely revifcd, by the Dean himfelf: but there are inac¬ 
curacies in lr, which may well be thought fuffic ent 10 delirov its au¬ 
thenticity : that which in the firft pa:agraph is called the folLnirv 
treanje is afterward, laid to be an wraEl of a difeourfe, and it is inf- 
mediately added, that this extract is th z 11 bole, except fane paflages 
of no confequence : thefe are included within crotchets. 
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according to your phrafe, hath been lately perfe- 
cuted at Drogheda for his religion : but it is eafy 
to obferve, how mighty induftrious fome people 
have been for three or four years part, to hand a- 
bout ftories of the hardships, the merits, the num¬ 
ber, and the power of the Prefbytei ians in Ireland, 
to raife formidable ideas of the dangers of Popery 
there, and to tranfmit all for England, improved 
by great additions, and with ipecial care to have 
them infer ted with comments in thofe infamous 
weekly papers that infeft your coffechoufes. So, 
when the claufe enacting a facramental teft was put 
in execution, it was given out in England, that half 
the juilices of peace through this kingdom had laid 
down their commiffions: whereas, upon examina¬ 
tion, the whole number was found to amount only 
to a dozen or thirteen, and thofe generally ot the 
lowed rate in fortune and underftanding, and fome 
of them fuperannuated. So, when the Earl of 
Pembroke was in Ireland, and the parliament lu¬ 
ting, a formal dory was very gravely carried to his 
Excellency by fome zealous members, of a pried 
newly arrived from abroad to the north-weft parts 
of Ireland, who had publicly preached to his peo¬ 
ple to fall a murthering the Proteftants ; which, 
though invented to fcrve an end they were then 
upon, and are dill driving at, was prelendy hand¬ 
ed over, and printed with fhrewd remarks by your 
worthy fcriblers. In like manner the account of 
that perfon who was lately expelled our univerfity 

Swift held the Diflenters in the utmofl: degree of ridicule and d - 
teflation. He had an opennels in his dilpofilion, and a franknefs in 

his conduct, that bore an abhorrence to all kind of relervc.-M o 

fach a dilpoiition it is impollible that the gravity of Nonconformills 
couid be agreeable. Tne dillike was mutual on both fides. Dr Swift 
hated all fanatics: all fanatics hated Dr. Sw.ft. This piece is par¬ 
ticularly written a gain ft repealing tbe t eft-aft: and whoever corfiJcrs 
himl'elf related to the kingdom of Ireland, will find in it fome an u 
mentsof weight and confideration, in cafe any fucii repeal lliould e- 
ver be attempted there. Oirery . 
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for refledLng on the memory of King William ; 
what a dull it raifed, and how foully it was related, 
is freih enough in memory. Neither would people 
be convinced till the univerfity was at the pains of 
publifliing a Latin paper to juftify themfelves. And, 
to mention no more, this ftory of the perfecution 
at Drogheda, how it hath been fpread and aggra¬ 
vated, what confequences have been drawn from 
it, and what reproaches fixed on thole who have 
leaft deferved them, we are already informed. 
Now, if the end of all this proceeding were a fecret 
and myfterv, I fhould not pretend to give it an in¬ 
terpretation ; but fufficient care hath been taken to 
explain it, firft , by addrefies artificially (if not ille¬ 
gally) procured, to fhew the miferable Rate of the 
Diflenters in Ireland by reafon of the facrcimental 
tejl, and to defire the Queen’s interceflion that it 
might be repealed. Then, it is manifeft that our 
Speaker *, when he was laft year in England, foli- 
cited in perlon feveral members of both houfes, to 
have it repealed by an act there ; though it be a 
matter purely national, that cannot pofiibly inter¬ 
fere with the trade and intereft of England ; and 
though he Iiiinfelf appeared formerly the molt 
zealous of all men againft the injuftice of binding 
a nation by laws to which they do not confent. 
And, lujlly, thofe weekly libellers, whenever they 
get a tale by the end relating to Ireland, without 
once troubling their thoughts about the truth, al¬ 
ways end it with an application againft the Jacra - 
mental teft , and an abfolute neceflity there is of re¬ 
pealing it in both kingdoms. I know it may be 
reckoned a weaknefs to fay any thing of fuch trifles 
as are below a ferious man’s notice; much lefs 
would I difparage the underftanding of any party, 
to think they would chufe the vileft and moft igno- 

Mr Alien Broieiick, afterwards Chancellor of Ireland, andLcrd 

Middleton. 
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rant among mankind, to employ them for the af- 
fcrtors of a caule. I fhall only fay, that the fcan- 
dalous liberty thofe wretches take, would hardly 
be allowed, if it were not mingled with opinions 
that fome men would be glad to advance. Betides, 
how iniipid foever thofe papers are, they feem to 
be levelled to the underfundings of a great num¬ 
ber; they are grown a neceflary part in coffeehoufe 
furniture, and fome time or other may happen to 
be read by cuftomers of all ranks for curiolity and 
amufement, becaufe they lie always in the way. One 
of thefe authors (the fellow that was pillGrieil, I have 
forgot his name * ** ) is indeed fo grave, fen ten nous, 
dogmatical a rogue, that there is no enduring him ; 
the Obfervator f is much the briiker of the two, 
and I think farther gone of late in lies and impu¬ 
dence than his Prefbyterian brother. [The reafon 
why I mention him is to have an occafion of letting 
you know, that you have not dealt fo gallantly with 
us, as we did with you in a parallel cafe: Lalf year 
a paper was brought here from England, called 
A dialogue between the Archbifhop of Canter- 
<c bury and Mr. Higgins,” which we ordered to be 
burnt by the common hangman, as it well deferv- 
ed, though we have no more to do with his Grace 
of Canterbury J, than you have with the Arch- 
biihop of Dublin ; nor can you love and reverence 
your prelate more than we do ours, whom you 
tamely fuffer to be abufed openly, and by name, by 


* The fellow that was pilloried was Daniel Defop, whoD name 
Swift well knew and remembvred ; but the cirtumftince or the pi*- 
Jory was to be introduced ; and the manner ot introducing ir, feev.s 
grea: art in the niceft touches of faiiie, and conies ail the marks ot 
ridicule, indignation, and contempr. The kolT? and fareafms of 
Swift, like the hi e of the rattle-fnake, di'.ringuifti ti emfelves more 
venomoufiy dangerous, than the wounds ot a erranen ferpent. 
Orrery. 

He was pilloried for « tract called, <f The fliortefc way with the 

** Dilfenters.” 

f Mr. John Tutchin. % Dr. Thomas Tenifon. 
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that paltry rafcal of an Obfervator; and lately up¬ 
on an affair wherein he had no concern ; I mean 
the bulinefs of the miflionary of Drogheda, where¬ 
in our excellent primate was engaged, and did no¬ 
thing but according to law and difcretion. Rut be¬ 
cause the Lord Archbifhop of Dublin |j hath been 
upon feveral occafions, of late years, mifrepreTent¬ 
ed in England, 1 would willingly let you right in 
his character. For his great fufferings and eminent 
fervices he was, by the late King, promoted to the 
fee of Derry. About the fame time he wrote a 
book to jultify the revolution, wherein was an ac¬ 
count of King James’s proceedings in Ireland; and 
the late Archbiihop Tillotlbn recommended it to 
the King as the molt ferviceable treatife that could 
have been publifhed at fuch a juncture. And 
ns his Grace let out upon thofe principles, he has 
proceeded fo ever lince, as a loyal lubject to the 
Queen, entirely for the fuccellion in the Proteltant 
line, and for ever excluding the pretender ; and 
though a firm friend to the church, yet with indul¬ 
gence towards Diffenters, as appears from his con¬ 
duct at Derry, where he was fettled for many years 
among the molt virulent of the fe£t, yet upon his 
removal to Dublin they parted from him with tears 
in their eyes, and univerfal acknowledgments of 
his wifdom and goodnefs. For the relt, it mult be 
owned, he does not bufy himfelf by entering deep 
into any party, but rather fpends his time in acts of 
hofpitality and charity, in building of churches, 
repairing his palace, in introducing and preferring 
the worthielt perfons he can find, without other re¬ 
gards ; in fhort, in the practice of all virtues that 
can become a public or private life. This ami more, 
if poffible, is due to fo excellent a perfon, who may 
be juftljr reckoned among the greatelt and molt 
learned prelates of this age, however his character 


|( Pr. William King. 
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rnay be defiled by fuch mean and dirty hands as 
thole of the Obfervator, or fuch as employ him.] 

I now come to anfwer the other part of your let¬ 
ter, and Iliad. give you my opinion freely about re¬ 
pealing the facramental tell; only whereas you de- 
iirc my thoughts as a friend, and not as I am a 
member of parliament, I mult allure you they are 
exactly the fame in both capacities. 

I mult begin by telling you, we are generally fur- 
prifed at your wonderful kindnefs to us on this oc- 
cafion, in being fo very induftrious to teach us to 
fee our interefts in a point where we are fo unable 
to fee it ourfelves. This hath given us fome fufpi* 
cion ; and though, in my own particular, I am 
hugely bent to believe, that whenever you concern 
yourfelves in our affairs, it is certainly for our 
good, yet I have the misfortune to be fomething 
lingular in this belief, and therefore I never attempt 
to juftify it, but content myfelf to poilefs my own 
opinion^in private, for fear of encountering men of 
more wit or words than I have to fpare. 

We at this diftance, who fee nothing of the fpring 
of actions, are forced by mere conjecture to iifiign 
two reafons for your defiring us to repeal the facra¬ 
mental ted; one is, becaufe you are faid to ima¬ 
gine it will be a ftep towards the like good work in 
England. The other more immediate, that it will 
open a way for rewarding feveral perlons, who have 
well deferved upon a great occafion, but who are 
now unqualified through that impediment. 

I do not frequently quote poets, especially Eng- 
iifli: but I remember there is in fome of Mr. Cowley’s 
love-verfes a drain, that I thought extraordinary at 
fifteen, and have often fincc imagined it to be fpo- 
ken by Ireland. 

Forbid it, heaver. r, my life Jhould be 
Weigh'd ziitb her leaft convemency . 

Vol. 1 v. S 
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In fliort, whatever advantage you propofe to 
yourfelves by repealing the facramental tell, fpeak 
it out plainly, it is the bell: argument you can ufe; 
for we value your intereft much more than our own; 
if your little finger be fore, and you think a poul¬ 
tice made of our vitals will give it any eafe, fpeak 
the word, anti it ihall be done : the intereft of our 
whole kingdom is at any time ready to ftrike to that of 
your pooreft fifhing-town ; it is hard you will not 
accept our fervices, unlefs we believe at the fame 
time, that you are only confulting our profit, and 
giving us marks of your love. If there be a fire at 
feme diftance, and I immediately blow up my lioufe 
before there be occafion, becaufe you are a man of 
quality, and apprehended fome danger to a corner 
of your ftable ; yet why fhould you require me to 
attend next morning at your levee, with my humble 
thanks for the favour you have done me ? 

If we might be allowed to judge for ourfelves, we 
had abundance of benefit by the facramental teft, 
and forefee a number of mifehiefs would be the con- 
fequence of repealing it; and we conceive the ob¬ 
jections made againft it by the Difienters are of no 
manner of force.. They tell us of their merits in 
the late war in Ireland, and how chearfully they 
engaged for the fafety of the nation ; that if they 
had thought they had been fighting only other 
people’s quarrels, perhaps it might have cooled 
their zeal ; and that for the future they Avail fit 
down quietly, and let us do our work ourfelves ; 
nay, that it is needfary they fiiould do fo, fincc 
they cannot take up arms under the penalty of high 
treafon. 

Now, fuppofing them to have done their duty, as 
I believe they did, and not trouble them about the 
fly on the wheel*, I thought liberty, property, and 

religion. 


* Alluding to the fable of a fly, who having fettled on the fpoke 
of a wiicJ belonging to a chariot that was driven upidly along the 

road, 
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religion, had been the three iubjects of the quarrel» 
and have not all thole been amply fecured to them' 
had they at that time a mental relervation for powe 1 
and employments ? and muft thefe two articles be 
added henceforward in our national quarrels ? It is 
grown a mighty conceit among fome men, to melt 
down the phrafe of a church eftabliihed by law, in¬ 
to that of the religion of the magi (Irate ; of which 
appellation it is eaiier to find the reafon than the 
fenfe : if by the magiftrate they mean the prince, 
[the expreftion includes a fafehood; for when 
King James was prince], the eftabliihed church was 
the fame it is now. If by the fame word they mean 
the legiflature, we delire no more. Be that as it 
will, we of this kingdom bekeve the church of Ire¬ 
land to be the national church, and the only one 
eftabliihed by law, and are willing by the fame law 
to give a toleration to Diilenters ; but if once we re¬ 
peal our facramental teft, and grant a toleration,or 
fufpend the execution of the penal laws, I do not 
fee how we can be faid to have any eftabliihed 
church remaining; or rather, why there will not 
be as many eftabliihed churches, as there are lects 
of Diilenters. No, fay they, yours will ftill be 
the national church, becauie your bifhops and 
clergy are maintained by the public ; but. that, I 
fuppofe, will be of no long duration, and it would 
be very unjuft it ihould ; becaufe, to fpeak in lin- 
dal’s phrafe, it is not reafonable that revenues Ihould 
be annexed to one opinion more than anothci, 
when all are equally lawful; and it is the fame au¬ 
thor’s maxim, That no freeborn iubjetft ought to 
pay for maintaining fpeculations he does no believe. 
But why ihould any man, upon account of opinions 
he cannot help, be deprived the opportunity of fei - 
ving his Queen and country! their zeal is commend- 

n'ad, exulted i« his own importance, a id cried out, a duf> e 
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able, and when employments go a-begging for want 
of hands, they lhall be fure to have the ref ufal, on¬ 
ly upon condition they will not pretend to them up¬ 
on maxims which equally include Atheifts, Turks, 
Jews, Infidels, and heretics: or, which is dill more dan¬ 
gerous, even Papiits themfelves : the former you 
allow, the other you deny ; becaufe thele laft own 
a foreign power, and therefore mud: be ihut out. 
But there is no great weight in this; for their reli¬ 
gion can fuit with free Rates, with limited or abfo- 
lute monarchies, as well as a better; and the Pope’s 
power in France is but a fhadow; fo that upon this 
foot there need be no great danger to the conftitu- 
tion by admitting Papifts to employments. 1 will 
help you to enough of them who Ihall be as ready to 
allow the Pope here as little power as you pleafe; 
and the bare opinion of his being vicar of Chrid: is 
but a fpeculative point, for which no man it feems 
ought to be deprived the capacity of ferving his 
country. 

But, if you pleafe, I will tell you the great ob¬ 
jection we have againft repealing this fame facra- 
mental ted:. It is, that we are verily perfuaded, the 
confequence will be an entire alteration of religion 
among us in no great compafs of years. And pray, 
obferve how we reafon here in Ireland upon this 
matter. 

We obferve the Scots in our northern parts to 
be a brave indudrious people, extremely devoted to 
their religion, and full of an undidurbed affection 
towards each other. Numbers of that noble nation, 
invited by the fertilities of that foil, are glad to ex¬ 
change their barren hills o f Lochaber by a voyage 
of three hours, for our fruitful vales of Doun and 
Antrim, fo productive of that grain, which at little 
tioubie and lefs expenle finds diet and lodging for 
themfelves and their cattle, Thele people, hv their 
extreme parfimony, wonderful dexterity in deal- 
ing, and firm adherence to one another, foon gro\v 

into 
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into wealth from the fmalleft beginnings, never are 
rooted out where they once fix, and mcreafe daily 
by new fupplies; belides, when they are the fupe- 
rior number in any tradl of ground, they are not 
over patient of mixture : but fuch whom they can¬ 
not affimulate, foon And it their intercif to remove. 

I have done all in my power on iome land of my 
own to prefervc two or three Englilh fellows in 
their neighbourhood, but found it impoffible, tho’ 
one of them thought he had fufficiently made his 
court by turning preibyterian. Add to all this, 
that they bring along with them from Scotland a 
moft formidable notion of our church, which they 
look upon at leail: three degrees worfe than Popery: 
and it is natural it Ihould be fo, lince they come 
over full fraught with that lpirit which taught them 
to abolilh Epiicopacy at home. 

Then we proceed farther, and obferve, that the 
gentlemen of employments here make a very con- 
fiderable number of the houfe of Commons, and 
have no other merit, but that of doing their duty 
in their feveral ftations ; therefore, when the tell 
is repealed, it will be highly reafonable they ihould 
give place to thole who have much greater fervices 
to plead. The commiffions of the revenue are foon 
difpofed of, and the collectors and other officers 
throughout the kingdom are generally appointed 
by the commiflioners, which give them a mighty 
influence in every county. As much may be faid 
of the great offices in the law ; and when this door 
is open to let Diflenters into the commiffions of the 
peace, to make them high fheriffs, mayors of cor¬ 
porations, and officers of the army and militia, I 
do not fee how it can be otherwife, conlidering their 
induftry and our fupinenefs, but that they may, in 
a very few years, grow to a majority in the houfe 
of Commons, and confequently make themfelves. 
the national religion, and have a fair pretence to 
demand the revenues of the church for their teach¬ 
ers. 
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crs. I know it will be objected, that if all this 
fliould happen as I dcfcribe, yet the Prefbyterian 
religion couid never be made the national by aft of 
parliament, becaufe our bilhops are fo great in 
number in thehoufe of Lords ; and without a ma¬ 
jority there, the church could not be abolilhed. But 
i have two very good expedients for that, which 
I ftiall leave you to guefs, and I dare (wear our 
Speaker here has often thought on, efpecially ha¬ 
ving endeavoured at one of them fo lately. To con¬ 
vince you, that this deiign is not fo foreign from 
feme people’s thoughts, I muft let you know, that 
an honelt bell-wether * of our houfe (you have 
him now in England, I wjfli you could keep him 
there) had the impudence, fome years ago, in par¬ 
liament-time, to (hake my Lord Bifhop of Kilaloof 
by his lawn-fleeve, and tell him, in a threatening 
manner, c< that he hoped to live to fee the day, 
“ when there Uiould not be one of his order in the 
t€ kingdom.” 

Tilde laft lines perhaps you think a digreflion ; 
therefore to return, I have told you the confequen- 
ces we fully reckon upon from repealing the lacra- 
mental teft, which although the greateft number 
of fuch as are for doing it, are aftually in no man¬ 
ner of pain about it, and many of them care not 
three pence whether there be any church* or no ; 
yet becaufe they pretend to argue from confcience 
as wed as policy and intereft, I thought it proper to 
understand and anfwer them accordingly. 

Now, Sir, in anfwer to your queftion, whether 
ii* any attempt mould be made here for repealing 
-the facr a mental teft, it would be likely to fuccecd? 
the number of profefled DiTenters in this parlia¬ 
ment was, as I remember, iomething under a dozen, 
and! cannot call to mind above thirty others who 

* Snnpofed 'o be Mr. Brndtrick. 

f Dr. L ndi'ay, .uicrv.ards Lord Prvmute. 
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were expected to fall in with them. Ilils is cer¬ 
tain, that the Prefbyterian party having with great 
indufhy muftered up their forces, did endeavour 
one day, upon occafion of a hint in my Lord Pem¬ 
broke’s % fpeech. to introduce a debate about re¬ 
pealing the teft-claufe, when there appeared at lealf 
four to one odds againfi: them ; and the able ft of 
thole who are reckoned the moft ftanch and tho¬ 
rough-paced Whigs upon all other occalions, fell 
off with an abhorrence at the firft mention of this. 

I muff defire you to take notice, that the terms 
of W r hig and Tory do not properly exprefs the dif¬ 
ferent interefts in our parliament. QI remember, 
when I was laft in England, I told the King, that 
the high eft Tories we had with us would make to¬ 
lerable Whigs there : this was certainly right, and 
ftill in the general continues fo, unlefs you have 
linee admitted new characterises, which did not 
come within our definition ] Whoever bears a 
true veneration for the glorious memory of King 
William, as our great deliverer from Popery and 
flavery; whoever is firmly loyal to our prefent 
Queen, with an utter abhorrence and deteftation of 
the pretender; whoever approves the iuccellion to 
the crown in the houfe of Hanover, and is for 
preferring the doctrine and difeiplineof the church 
of England, with an indulgence for icrupulous 
confciences ; fuch a man we think a£ts upon right 
principles, and may be juftly allowed a W hig; 
And I believe there are not ilx members in our 
houfe of Commons, who may not fairly come un¬ 
der this defeription. So that the parties among us 
are made up on one fide of moderate W higs, and 
on the other of Prefbyterians and their abettors, by 
which lalt I mean fuch who can equally go to a 
church or conventicle, or fuch who are indifferent 
to all religion in general; or laftly, fuch who affect 


J Then Lord LiciKsnan: of Ireland 
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to bear a perfonal rancour towards the clergy : 
thefe lad are a fet of men not of our own growth, 
their principles at lead have been imported of late 
years ; yet this whole party put together will fcarce 
I am confident, amount to above fifty men in par¬ 
liament, which can hardly be worked up into a 
majority of three hundred. 

As to the houfe of Lords, the difficulty there is 
conceived at lead as great as in ours. So many of 
our temporal peers live in England, that the bifhops 
are generally pretty near a par of the houfe, and 
we reckon they will be all to a man again ft repeal¬ 
ing the ted; and yet their Lordfhips are generally 
thought as good Whigs upon our principles as any 
in the kingdom. There are indeed a few lay-lords, 
who appear to have no great devotion for Epilco- 
pacy; and perhaps one or two more, with whom 
certain powerful motives might be ufed for remo¬ 
ving any difficulty whatfoever: but thefe are, in no 
fort, a number to carry any point againd a con- 
junction of the reft and the whole bench of bi¬ 
fhops. 

Befides, the whole body of our clergy is utterly 
againd repealing the tell, though they are entirely 
devoted to her Majefty, and hardly one in an hun¬ 
dred, who are not very good Whigs in our accep¬ 
tation of the word. And I muft let you know, that 
we of Ireland are not come up toother folks refine¬ 
ments, for we generally love and efteem our clergy, 
and think they deferveit; nay, we are apt to lay fome 
weight on their opinion, and would not willingly 
difoblige them, at leaft, unlefs it were upon fome 
greater point of intereft than this. And their 
judgment in the prefent affair is the more to be re¬ 
garded, becaufe they are the laft perfons who will 
be a defied by it : this makes us think them impar¬ 
tial, and that their concern is only for religion and 
the intereft of the kingdom. Becaufe the act which 
repeals the teft, will only qualify a layman for af£ 

employment. 
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employment, but not a Prefbyterian or Anabaptifl 
preacher for a church-living. Now, I muft take 
leave to inform you, that feveral members of our 
houfe, and myfelf among the reft, knowing fome 
time ago what was upon the anvil, went to ail the 
clergy we knew of any dillindtion, and detired 
their judgement in the matter; wherein we found 
a moft wonderful agreement, there being but one 
divine that we could hear of in the whole kingdom, 
who appeared of a con rary fentiment, wherein he 
afterwards flood alone in the convocation, very 
little to his credit, diough, as he hoped, very much 
to his intereft. 

I will now confider a little th • arguments offered 
to fhew the advantages, or rather the neceflity of 
repealing the tefl in Ireland. We are told, the Po- 
pifh interefl is here fo formidable, that all hands 
ihould be joined to keep it under ; that the only 
names of diflin£lion among us ought to be thofe of 
Protellant and Papifl; and that this expedient is 
the only means to unite all Proteflants upon one 
common hottom. All which is nothing but mifre- 
prefentation and miflake. 

If we were under any real fear of the Papifls in 
this kingdom, it would be hard to think us fo flu- 
pid, as not to be equally apprehenfive with others, 
fince we are likely to be the greatefl, and more im¬ 
mediate fufferers : but, on the contrary, we look 
upon them to be altogether as inconfiderable as the 
women and children. Their lands are almofl en¬ 
tirely taken from them, and they are rendered in¬ 
capable of purchaling any more : and for the little 
that remains, provifion is made by the late a£t a- 
gainfl Popery, that it will daily crumble away : to 
prevent which, fome of the mofl confiderable a- 
mong them are already turned Proteflants, and fo 
in all probability will many more. Then, the Po- 
pifh prieils are all regiflered, and without permif- 
fion (which I hope will not be granted) thev can 
VoL.IV. T 'have 
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have no fuccelTors ; 1 o that the Proteflant clerg,v 
v. r ill find it perhaps no difficult matter to bring great 
numbers over to the church; and in the mean 
time the common people, without leaders, without 
difcipline, or natural courage, being little better 
than “ hewers of wood, and drawers of water,” are 
out of all capacity of doing any mifchief, if they 
were ever fo well inclined. Neither are they at all 
likely to join in any confiderable numbers with an 
invader, having found fo ill fuccefs when they were 
much more numerous and powerful; when they 
iiad a prince of their own religion to head them *, 
had been trained for fome years under a Popifh 
deputy, and received fuch mighty aids from the 
French King. 

As to that argument ufed for repealing the tefl, 
that it will unite all Proteftants againft the common 
enemy; I wonder by what figure thofe gentlemen 
fpeak, who are pleafed to advance it : Suppofe, in 
order to increafe the friendfhip between you and 
me, a law fliould pafs, that I muff have half your 
eltate ; do you think that would much advance the 
union between us ? or, fuppofe I fhare my for¬ 
tune equally between my own children and a Gran¬ 
ger, whom I take into my protection; will that be a 
method to unite them ? It is an odd way of uniting 
parties, to deprive a majority of part of their ancient 
right, by conferring it on a faction, who had never 
any right at all, and therefore cannot be faid to 
fuller any lofs or injury, if it be refufed them. 
Neither is it very clear, how far fome people may 
ftretch the term of common enemy. How many 
are there of thofe that call themfelves Proteftants, 
who look upon our worfhip to be idolatrous as 
well as that of the Papifts, and with great charity 
put Prelacy and Popery together as terms con¬ 
vertible ? 

In the reign of King J^mcs II. and till after the battle of the 
Bayne in 1690. 


And 





SACRAMENTAL TEST. 147 

And therefore there is one fniall doubt I would 
be willingly fatished in, before I agree to the re¬ 
pealing of the tell: that is, whether thefe lame 
Proteftants, when they have, by their dexterity, 
made themfelves the national religion, and difpoiei 
the church revenues among their pallors or them* 
felves, will he fo kind to allow us Diflenters, 1 do 
not fay a (hare in employments, but a bare tolera¬ 
tion by law ? The reafon of my doubt is, becaule I 
have been fo very idle as to read above fifty pam¬ 
phlets written by as many Prdbvterian divines, 
loudly declaiming this idol toleration, fome ot 
them calling it (I know not how properly) a rag 
of Popery-, and all agreeing it was to eilablilh ini¬ 
quity by a law. Now, I would be glad to know, 
when and where their fuccefiors have renounced 
this dodlrine, and before what witneffes. Becaufe 
methinks I fhould be loath to fee my poor titular 
hilltop in partibus l'eized on by miftake in the dark 
for a Jefuit, or be forced niyfelf to keep a chap¬ 
lain difguifed like my butler, and Ileal to prayers 
in a back room, as my grandfather ufed in thole 
times when the church of England was malignant. 

But this is ripping up old quarrels long forgot ; 
Popery is now the common enemy, againft which 
we mull all unite ; I have been tired in hiftory 
with the perpetual folly of thofe Hates who call 
in foreigners to aftift them againft a common ene¬ 
my ; but the mifehief was, thefe allies would never 
be brought to allow, that the common enemy was 
quite fubdued. And they reafon ; for it proved at 
l.tll, that one part of the common enemy was 
thofe who called them in, and lo the allies became 
at length the mailers. 

It is agreed among naturalifts, that a lion is a 
larger, a ftronger, and more dangerous enemy 
than a cat; yet if a man were to have his choice, 
either a lion at his foot, bound fall with three or 
four chains, his teeth drawn out, and his claws 
T 2 pared 






143 A LETTER CONCERNING THE 

pared to the quick, or an angry cat in full liberty 
at his throat; he would take no long time to de- 
termine, 

I have been fometimes admiring the wonderful 
fignificancy of that word persecution, and what va¬ 
rious interpretation it hath acquired even within 
my memory. When I was a boy, I often heard 
the Prefbyterians complain, that they were not per¬ 
mitted to ferve God in their own way ; they laid 
they did not repine at our employments, but thought 
that all men who live peaceably ought to have li* 
berty of confcience, and leave to affemble. That 
impediment being removed at the revolution, they 
foon learned to Iwaliow the facramental teft, and 
began to take very large fteps, wherein all who of¬ 
fered to oppofe them, were called men of a per¬ 
fecting fpirit. During the time the bill a- 
gainlf occasional conformity was on foot, perfec¬ 
tion was every day rung in our ears, and now, at 
!aft, the facramental teft itfelf has the fame name. 
Where then is this matter likely to end, when the 
obtaining of one requeft is only pfed as a ftep to 
demand another ? A lover is ever complaining of 
cruelty, while any thing is denied him; and when 
the lady ceafes to be cruel, fhe is from the next 
moment at his mercy : fo perfection, it feems, is 
every thing, that will pot leave it in mens power to 
perfecute others. 

There is one argument offered againft a facra¬ 
mental teft by a fort of men who are content to be 
ftiled of the church of England, who perhaos at¬ 
tend us fervice in the morning, and go with*their 
wives to a conventicle in the afternoon, confefling 
they hear very good do&rine in bot;h. Thefe men 
are much offended, that fo holy an inftitution, as 
that of the Lord’s fupper, fhould be made fubfer- 
vient to fuch mercenary purpofes as the getting of 
an employment. Now, it feems, the law, con- 
finding all men to be members of that church 

where 
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where they receive the facrament; and fuppofing 
all men to live like Chriftians (efpecially thole who 
are to have employments) did imagine they receiv¬ 
ed the facrament in courfe about four times a-year* 
and therefore only delired it might appear by cer¬ 
tificate to the public, that fuch who took an office, 
were members of the church eftafiliffied, by doing 
their ordinary duty. However, left we ffiould of¬ 
fend them, we have often delired they would deal 
candidly with us : for, if the matter ftuck only 
there, we would propofe it in parliament, that e- 
very man who takes an employment, ffiould, in- 
ftead of receiving the facrament, be obliged to 
fwear, that he is a member of the church of Ire¬ 
land by law eftabliffied, with Epifcopacy, and fo 
forth : and as they do now in Scotland, to be true 
to the kirk. But when we drive them thus far, they 
always retire to the main body of the argument, 
urge the hardfhip that men ffiould be deprived the 
liberty of ferving their Queen and country on ac¬ 
count of their confcience; and in fhort, have re- 
courfe to the common ftile of their half-brethren. 
Mow, whether this be a ftneere way of arguing, I 
will appeal to any other judgment but theirs. 

There is another topic of clamour fomewhat pa¬ 
rallel to the foregoing ; it feems by the tefhclaufe, 
the military officers are abliged to receive the facra¬ 
ment, as well as the civil. And it is a matter of 
fome patience, to hear the Diffentcrs declaiming up¬ 
on this occafion : they cry they are difarmed, they 
are tiled like Papifts : when an enemy appears at 
home, or from abroad, they muft fit ftill, and fee 
their throats cut, or be hanged for high-treafon if 
they offer to defend themfelves. Milerable condi¬ 
tion ! woful dilemma ! it is happy for us all, that 
the pretender was not apprifed of this paffive 
Preffiyterian principle, elfe he would have infal¬ 
libly landed in our northern parts, and found 
them all fat down in their formalities, as the 

Gauls 
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Gauls did the Roman fenators, ready to die with 
honour in their callings. Sometimes to appeafe 
their indignation, we venture to give them hopes, 
that in fuch a cafe the government will perhaps 
connive, and hardly be fo fevere to hang them for 
defending it againft the letter of the law; to which 
they readily anfwer, that they will not lie at our 
mercy, but let us fight our battles ourfelves. Some¬ 
times we offer to get an aft, by which, upon all 
Popifh infurreftions at home, or Popifh invafions 
from abroad, the government fhall be impowered 
to grant commiffions-to all Proteftants whatfoever, 
without that perfecuting circumftance of obliging 
them to fay their prayers when they receive the fa- 
crament : but they abhor all thoughts of occafion- 
al commifljons ; they will not do our drudgery, 
and we reap the benefit : it is not worth their while 
to fight pro (iris et focis ; and they had rather lofe 
their eftates, liberties, religion, and lives, than 
the pleafure of governing, 

But to bring this difeourfe towards a conclufion : 
If the Diffenters will be fatisfied with fuch a tolera¬ 
tion by law, as hath been granted them in England, 

I believe the majority of both houfes will fall readily 
in with it; farther it will he hard to perfuade this 
houfe of Commons, and perhaps much harder the 
next. For, to fay the truth, we make a mighty 
difference here between fuffering thirties to grow 
among us, and wearing them for pqfies. We are 
fully convinced in ovr confidences, that we fhall 
always tolerate them ; but not quite fo fully that 
they will always tolerate us, when it comes to their 
turn ; and we are the majority, and we are in port 
fefiion. 

Fie who argues in defence of a law in force, not 
antiquated or obfolete, but lately enacted, is cer¬ 
tainly on the fafer fide, and may be allowed to 
point out the dangers he conceives to forefee in tlip 
abrogation of it. 

Fcuy 
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For, if the confequencs of repealing this claufe 
fhould, at fome time or other enable the Prefbyte- 
rians to work themfelves up into the national 
church ; inilead of uniting Proteftants, it would 
fow eternal divifions among them. Firft, their own 
fedls, which now lie dormant, would be loon at 
cuffs again with each other aboutpower and prefer¬ 
ment ; and the diffenting Epifcopals, perhaps dif- 
contented to fuch a degree, as upon lome fair un¬ 
happy occafion, fliould be able to {hake the fiimeft 
loyalty, which none can deny theirs to be. 

Neither is it very difficult to ^ conjecture, from 
fome late proceedings, at what a rate this faction is 
like to drive, wherever it gets the whip and the 
feat. They have already fet up courts of fpiritual 
judicature in open contempt ol the law : they fend 
miffionaries every where, without being invited, 
in order to convert the church of England folks 
to Chriifianity. They are as vigilant as I know 
who, to attend perfons on their deathbeds, and 
for purpofes much alike. And what practices 
fuch principles as thefe (with many other that 
might be invidious to mention) may lpawn, when 
they are laid out to the fun, you may determine at 

leifure. # c . 

Laftly, Whether we are fo entirely fure of: their 
loyalty upon the prelent foot of government as you 
may imagine, their detractors make a queftion., 
which, however does, I think, by no means af- 
feCt the bodv of Diffenters : but the inftance pro¬ 
duced is of fome among their leading teachers in 
the north, who, having refufed the abjuration- 
oath, yet continue their preaching, and have a- 
bondance of followers. The particulars are out of 
my head; but the fadl is notorious enough, and I 
believe hath been publifhed; I think it a pity, it 
hath not been remedied. 


Thus 
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Thus I have fairly given you, Sir, my own 
opinion, as well as that of a great majority in 
both houfes here, relating to this weighty af¬ 
fair; upon which I am contident you may fecure 
ly reckon. I will leave you to make what ufc of 
it you pleafe. 

I am with great refpeft, 

Dublin, Dec. 4. 

17 08. SIR, 

Yours, &c. 




Scire 
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Some Arguments againft enlarging the 
power of Bifhops in letting of Leafes *. 

Alibi credite, major hereditas venit unicuique vef- 
trum in iifdem bonis a jure et a legibus , quam 
ab iis a qitibus ilia ipfa bona r cliff a junt. 

Cicero pro A. Csecina* 


Written irk the year 1723, 


I N handling this fubjetf: I fhall proceed whol¬ 
ly upon the fuppolition, that of our party 
who profefs themfelves members of the church 
eftablifhed, and under the apoftolical govern¬ 
ment of bifhops, to defire the continuance and 
tranfmiffion of it to pofterity, at lealf in as 
good a condition as it is at prefent; becaule as this 
difcourfe is not calculated for Diflenters of any 
kind, fo neither will it fuit the talk or fentiment of 
thofe perfons, who with the denomination of 
churchmen are oppreilors of the inferior clergy, 
and perpetually quarrelling at the great incomes of 
the bifhops ; which is a traditional cant delivered 

0 

* Tills pamphlet is intermixed with thofe mafterly llrokes of 
irony, which re fo often intermixed in Swift’s works. The general 
fobjetfofit leads me to lecolled a circumftance much to the Dean $ 
honour : he could never be induced to take fines for any of the chap¬ 
ter lands } he always chofc to raile the rents, as the roeth k-alt 
opprefiive to the prefent tenant, and moft advantageous to all tuture 
tenants and landlords. He conftantly retufed to give charity o it of the 
chapter-funds, which he alLdged were i'carce fuffkien: to maintain 

the nece! ary r* pairs of the cathedral. Orrcj. 

Vol. IV. u «towa 
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down from former times, and continued with great 
reafon, although it be now near two hundred years 
iince almoft three parts in four of the church- 
revenues have been taken from the clergy, befides 
the fpoils that have been gradually made ever fince 
of glebes and other lands by the confufion of times,, 
the fraud of incroaching neighbours, or the power 
of opprelTors too great to be encountered. 

About the time of the reformation many Popifii 
biihops of this kingdom, knowing they muft have 
been foon ejected if they would not change their re¬ 
ligion, made long leafes and fee-farms of great part 
of their lands, referring very inconliderable rents, 
fometimes only a chiefry, by a power they affumed 
directly contrary to many ancient canons, yet con¬ 
fident enough with the common law. This trade 
held on for many years after the bifliops became 
Proteftants ; and fome of their names are ftill re¬ 
membered with infamy on account of emiching 
their families by fuch facrilegious alienations. By 
thefe means Epifcopal revenues were fo low redu¬ 
ced, that three or four fees were often united to 
make a tolerable competency. For fome remedy 
to this evil, King James I. by a bounty that be¬ 
came a good Chri'ftian prince, bellowed fevehal 
forfeited lands on the northern bilhoprics : but in 
all other parts of the kingdom the church continu¬ 
ed ftill in the fame diftrefs and poverty; fome of 
the fees hardly poffefling enough to maintain a 
country-vicar. About the middle of King Charles 
I/s reign the legifl'ature here thought fit to put a 
it<^) at lead to any farther alienations; and fo a law 
was enacted, prohibiting all bifliops and other ec- 
clefiaftical corporations from fetting their lands for 
above the term of twenty-one years; the rent re- 
ferved* to be one half of the real value of fuch lands 
at the time they were fet, without which condition 
the leaie to be void. 


Soon 
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Soon after the reftoration of King Charles II. 
the parliament taking into confideration the mi!e- 
rable citate of the church, certain lands by way ot 
augmentation were granted to eight hilltops in the 
act of fettlement, and confirmed in the aft ot ex¬ 
planation ; of which bounty, as 1 remember, three 
fees were in a great meafure defeated ; but by what 
accidents, it is not here of any importance to re¬ 
late. . . 

This at prefent is the condition of the church in 
Ireland with regard to Epifcopal revenues : which I 
have thus briefly (and perhaps imperfe&ly) deduced 
for fome information to thofe whole thoughts do 
not lead them to fuch confiderations. 

Bv virtue of the llatute already mentioned, under 
King Charles I. limiting ecclefiaftical bodies to the 
term of twenty-one years, under the rderved rent 
of half real value, the bilhops have had tome lhare 
in the gradual rife of lands, without which they 
could not have been fupported with any common 
decency that might become their ftation. It is a- 
bove eighty years fince the paffing ot that act : the 
fee of Meath, one of the bell in the kingdom, was 
then worth about 4000 1. p-r annum-, the pootet 
oiigs in the fame proportion. If this were their 
prefent condition, I cannot conceive how they would 
have been able to pay for their patents, or buy then- 
robes : but this will certainly be the conuiuon ot 
their fuccefiors, if fuch a bill fliould pals, as they 
fay is now intended, which I will fuppole ; and be¬ 
lieve many perfons who may give a vote tor it, are 


not aware ot. .... 1 

However, this is the aft which is now attempted 
to be repealed, or at lcaft eluded; fomeare tor giv¬ 
ing bilhops leave to let fee-farms, others would al¬ 
low them to let leafes for lives ; and themoft mo¬ 
derate would repeal that claufe, by winch the bi- 
Ibops are bound to let their lands at naif-value. 

* U 2 rh > c 
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The reafons for the rife of value in lands are of 
two kinds. Of the firft kind, are long peace and 
fettleraent after the devaluations of war; plantations, 
improvements of bad foil, recovery of bogs and 
mar flies, advancement of trade and manufactures, 
increafe of inhabitants, encouragement of agricul¬ 
ture, and the like. 

But there is another reafon for the rife of land, 
more gradual, conftant, and certain; which will 
have its effects in countries that are very far from 
flourishing in any of the advantages I have juft men¬ 
tioned : I mean the perpetual decreafe in the value 
of gold and filver. I fhall difcourfe upon thefe two 
different kinds with a view towards the bill now at¬ 
tempted. 

As to the firft ? I cannot fee how this kingdom 
is at any height of improvement, while four parts 
in five of the plantations for thirty years paft have 
been real difemprovements ; nine in ten of thequick- 
fet-hedges being ruined for want of care or ikill. 
And as to foreft-trees, they being often taken out 
of woods, and planted in fingle rows on the tops of 
ditches, it is impollible they'fliould grow to be of 
ufe, beauty, or flicker. Neither can it be (aid, 
that the foil of Ireland is improved to its full height, 
while fo much lies all winter under water, and the 
bogs made almoft defperateby the ill cutting of the 
turf. . Eliere hath indeed been fome little improve¬ 
ment in the manufactures of linen and woollen, al¬ 
though very fhort of perfection ; but our trade was 
nevei in fo low a condition : and as to agriculture, 
of which all wife nations have been fo tender, the 
defolation made in the country by ingrofiing gra- 
ziers, and the great yearly importation of°corri 
from England, are lamentable inftances under what 
difeouragement it lies. 

But, notwithftanding all thefe mortifications, I 
fuppofe there is no wellwiflier to his country with¬ 
out a little hope, that in time the kingdom may be 

oi\ 



THE POWER OF BISHOPS. 157 

on a better foot in fome of the articles above men¬ 
tioned. But it would be hard, if eccleiiaftical bo¬ 
dies ihonld be the only perfons excluded from any 
iliare in public advantages, which ytt can never hap¬ 
pen, -without a greater (hare of profit to their te¬ 
nants : if God fends rain equally upon the jijl and 
unjujl) why fhould thofe who wait at his altars, and 
are inftructors of the people, he cut off from par¬ 
taking in the general benefits of law or of nature ? 

But, as this way of reafoning may feem to bear 
a more favourable eye to the clergy, than perhaps^ 
will fuit with the prefent difpofition or falhion of 
the age; I ihall therefore dwell more largely upon 
the fecond reafon for the rile of land, which is the 
perpetual dtcreafe of the value of gold and fiver . 

This may be oblerved from the courle of thePio- 
man hiltory above two thoufand years before thofe 
inexhauftible filver mines of Potofi were known. 
The value of an obulus, and of every other coin, 
between the time of Romulus and that of Auguffus, 
gradually funk above five parts in fix, as appears by 
feveral paffages out of the bell: authors. And yet the 
prodigious wealth of that ftate did not arife from 
the increafe of bullion in the world by the difcove- 
ry of new mines, but from a much more acciden¬ 
tal cafe, which was the Ipreading of their conqueft, 
and thereby importing into Rome and Italy the 
riches of the caff and weft. 

When the feat of empire was removed to Con- 
ftantinople, the tide of money flowed that way 
without ever returning; and was (bartered in Afia^ 
But when that mighty empire was overthrown by 
the northern people," fuch a (top was put to all 
trade and commerce, that vaft fums of money were 
buried to efcape the plundering of the conquerors; 
and what remained was carried oft' by thole rava- 
gers. 

It were no difficult matter to compute the value 
of money in England during the Saxon reigns ; but 

ihe 
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the Monkifh and other writers fince the conqueft 
have put that matter in a clearer light, by the ievc- 
ral accounts they have given ns of the value of 
corn and cattle in years of dearth and plenty. Every 
one knows that King John’s whole portion, before 
lie came to the crown, was but five thoufand 
pounds, without a foot of land. 

I have likewife ieeii the Reward’s accounts of an 
ancient noble famiiv in England written in Latin 
between three and four hundred years ago, with the 
feveral prices of wine and victuals, to confirm my 
obfervations. 

I have been at the trouble of computing (as others 
have done) the different values of money for about 
four hundred years pa ft. Henry Duke of Lanca¬ 
ster, who lived about that period, founded an hof- 
pital in Lcicefter for a certain number of old men, 
charging his lands w ith a groat a-w'eek to each for 
their maintenance, which is to this day duly paid 
them. In thofe times, a penny w r as equal to ten 
pence halfpenny, and fomewhat more than half a 
farthing of ours ; which makes about eight ninths 
difference. 

This is plain alio from the old cuftom upon many 
eftates in England to let for leafes of lives, (renew¬ 
able at pltafure), where the referred rent is ufually 
about twelpence a pound, which then was near the 
half real value : and although the lines be not fix¬ 
ed, yet the landlord gets altogether not above three 
•/hillings in the pound of the worth of his land : and 
the tenants are f'o wedded to this cuftom, that if 
the owner fuffer three lives to expire, none of them 
will take a leafe on other conditions ; or if he brings 
in a foreigner who will agree to pay a reafonable 
rent, the other tenants by all manner of injuries 
will make that foreigner lb uneafy, that he muft be 
forced to quit the farm; as the late Earl of Bath 
felt by the experience of above ten thoufamls pounds 
iofs. 


The 
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The gradual decreafe for about two hundred 
years after was not confiderable, and therefore I do 
not rely on the account given by lome hiftorians, 
that Harry VII. left behind him eighteen hundred 
thou land pounds; for, although the Weft Indies 
were difcovered before his death, and although he 
had the beft talents and inftruments for exacting 
of money ever poffeffed by any prince ftnce the time 
of Vefpaflan (whom he refembled in many paticu- 
lars), yet I conceive, that in his days the whole coin 
of England could hardly amount to fuch a fum. 

For in the reign of Philip and Mary, Sir-- 

Cockain of Derbvfhire, the beft houfekeeper of 
his quality in the county, allowed his lady fifty 
pounds a-yearfor maintaining the family, onepound 
a-year wages to each fervant, and two pounds to the 
Reward ; as I was told by a perfon of quality who 
had feen the original account of his ceconomy. 
Now, this fum of fifty pounds, added to the advan¬ 
tages of a large domain, might be equal to about 
five hundred pounds a-year at preftnt, or fome- 
what more than four fifths. 

The great plenty of filver in England began in 
Queen Eiifabeth’s reign, when Drake and others 
took vaft quantities of coin and bullion from the 
Spaniards either upon their own American coafts, 
or in their return to Spain. However, fo much 
hath been imported annually from that time to this, 
that the value of money in England, and moft parts 
of Europe, is funk above one half within the Ipace 
of an hundred years, notwithstanding the great 
export of filver for about eighty years paft to the 
Eaft Indies, from whence it never returns. But gold 
not being liable to the fame accident, and by new 
dilcoveries growing every day more plentiful, feeins 
in danger of becoming a drug. 

This hath been the progrefs of the value of mo¬ 
ney in former ages, and muft of necellity continue 
fo for the future, without fome new invafion of 

Goths 
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Goths and Vandals to deftroy law, property, and 
religion,, alter the very face of nature, and turn the 
world upfide down. 

I mult repeat, that what I am to fay upon the 
fubjcft is intended only for the conviction of thofe 
among our own party, who are true lovers of the 
church, and would be glad it fhould continue in a 
tolerable degree of profperitv to the end of the 
world. 

The church is fuppofed to la ft for ever both in 
its dilcipline and dodtrine ; which is a privilege 
common to every petty corporation, who muft like- 
wife obferve the laws of their foundation. If a 
gentleman’s eftate, which now vields him a thou¬ 
sand pounds a-year, had been Tct for ever at the 
higheft value, even in the llourifhing days of King: 
Charles II. would it now amount to above four or 
five hundred*at moft ? What if this had happened 
two or three hundred years ago-; would the referv- 
cd rent at this day be any more than a fmall chief- 
ry ? Suppofe the revenues of a bifhop to have been 
under the fame circumfta.ices ; could he now be 
able to perform works of hoipitality and charity ? 
Thus, if the revenues of a bilhop be limited to a 
thoufand pounds a-year ; how will his fucceflor be 
in a condition to fupport his Ration with decency, 
when the fame denomination of money fhall not 
anlwer an half, a quarter, or an eighth part of that 
fum ? Which mult unavoidably be the confequence 
of any bill to elude the limiting adl, whereby the 
church was preferred from utter ruin. 

The fame reafon holds goods in all corporations 
whatloever, who cannot follow a more pernicious 
practice than that of granting perpetuities, for 
which many of them fmart to this day; although 
the leaders among them are often fo ftupid as not 
to perceive it, or fometimes fo knavifh as to find 
their private account in cheating the community. 

Several 
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Several colleges in Oxford were aware of this 
growing evil about an hundred years ago ; and in¬ 
stead of limiting their rents to a certain fum of mo¬ 
ney, prevailed with their tenants to pay the price 
of lb many barrels of corn to be valued as the mar¬ 
ket went at two feafons (as I remember) in the year. 
For a barrel of corn is of a real intrinfic value, 
wliich gold and filver are not: and by this inven¬ 
tion thefe colleges have preferved a tolerable fub- 
fiftence for their fellows and ftudents to this day. 

The prefent bilhops will indeed be no fufferers 
by fuch a bill; becaule, their ages confidercd, they 
cannot expert to fee any great decreafe in the value 
of money ; or at word: they can make it up in 
the fines, which will probably be greater than 
nfual upon the change of leales into fee-farms or 
lives; or without the power of obliging their te¬ 
nants to a real half-value. And, as I cannot well 
blame them for taking fuch advantages, (coniider- 
ing the nature of humankind), when the queftion 
is only, whether the money {hall be put into their 
own or another man’s pocket ? fo they will never be 
excufable before God or man, if they do not to 
their death oppofe, declare, and proteft again ft any 
fuch bill, as muft in its confequences complete the 
ruin of the church, and of their own order in this 
kingdom. 

If the fortune of a private perfon be diminifhed 
by the weaknefs or inadvertency of his anceftors, 
in letting leafes for ever at low rents, the world lies 
open to his induftry for purchafing of more; but the 
church is barred by a dead hand; or if it were other- 
wife, yet the cciftom of making bequefts to it hath 
been out of practice for almoft two hundred years, 
and a great deal directly contrary hath been its for¬ 
tune. 

I have been affured by a perfon of fome confe- 
quence, to whom 1 am likewife obliged for the ac¬ 
count of fome other fa<Sts already related, that the 
Vol.IV. X hx* 
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l;tte * Bilhop of Salifbury (the greateft Whig of 
that bench in his days) con felled to him, that the 
liberty which Bilhops in England have of letting 
leafes for lives, would, in his opinion, be one day 
the ruin of Epifcopacy there ; and thought the 
church in this kingdom happy by the limitation- 
aft. 

And have we not already found the efFeft of this 
didcient proceeding in both kingdoms? Have not 
two Englilh prelates quitted their peerage and feats 
in parliament, in a nation of freedom, for the fake 
of a more ample revenue, even in this unhappy 
kingdom, rather than lie under the mortification 
of living below their dignity at home ? for which 
however they cannot be juftly cenlured. I know 
indeed fome perions, who ofier as an argument for 
repealing the limiting-bill, that it may in future 
sges pi event the prafticc of providing this kingdom 
with bilhops from England, when the only tempta¬ 
tion will be removed. And they alledge, that, as 
things have gone for fome years paid', gentlemen 
will grow difeouraged from fending their fons to 
the univerfity, and from fuflering them to enter 
into holy orders, when they are likely to lan<mifh 
under a curacy or fmall vicarage to the end of their 
fives : but this is all a vain imagination ; for the 
decreafc in the value of money will equally afteft 
bodi kingdoms : and belidcs, when bifhoprics here 
grow too fmall, to invite over men of credit and 
confequence, they will be left more fullv to the dif- 
poial of a chief governor, who can never fail of 
iome worthlefs illiterate chaplain, fond of a title 
and precedence. Thus will that whole bench in 
an age or two be compofed of mean, ignorant 
fawning gownmen, humble fuppliants and depen¬ 
dents upon the court for a morfel of bread, and 
ready to ferve every turn that Hull be demanded 


# Dr. Euruct, 
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from them in hopes of getting hmcccmmendam tack¬ 
ed to their fees; which mult then be the trade, as 
it is now too much in England, to the great difcou- 
ragement of the inferior clergy. Neither is that 
practice without example among us.^ 

It is now about eighty-five years fince the pafling 
of that limiting-acl, and there is but one inftance 
in the memory of man of a bifhop’s leafe broken 
upon the plea of not being ftatutable; which, in 
every body’s opinion, could have been loft by no o- 
ther perfon than he who was then tenant, and hap¬ 
pened to be very ungracious in his county. In the 
prefent * Biftiop of Meath’s cafe that plea did not 
avail, although the leafe were notorioufly unftatut- 
able; the rent referred being, as I have been told, 
not a feventh part of the real value; yet the juiy 
upon their oaths very gravely found it to be accoid- 
ing to the ftatute; and one of them was heard to 
lay, that he would “ eat his lhoes” before he would 
give a verdift for the bithop. . A very few more 
have made the fame attempt with as little fuccefs. 
Every biftiop and other ecclefiaftical' body reckon 
forty pounds in an hundred to be a reafonable half- 
value ; or if it be only a third pm t, it feldom or 
never breeds any difference between landlord and 
tenant. But when the rent is from five to nine or 
ten parts lels than the worth, the biiliop, if he con* 
fults the good of his fee, will be apt to exp oft u l.ue; 
and the tenant, if he be an honeft man, will have 
fome regard to the reafonablenefs and jultice of the 
demand, fo as to yield to a moderate advancement, 
rather than engage in a fuit, where law and equity 
are direftly againft him. By thefe means die bi- 
Ihops have been fo true to their trufts, as to pro¬ 
cure fome fmall lhare in the advancement of rents; 
although it be notorious, that they do not receive 


* Pr. "Svans a Welchman. 
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the thiid penny (fines included) of the real value 
ot their lands throughout the kingdom. 

I was never able to imagine what inconvenience 
could accrue to the public by one or two thoul'and 
pounds a-year in the hands of a Proteftant biiliop, 
any more than of a lay perfon *. The former, ge¬ 
nerally fpeaking, liveth as pioufly and hofpitably as 
the other; pays his debts as honeftly, and fpends as 
much of his revenue among his tenants : befides, 
if they be his immediate tenants, you may diftin- 
guilh them at firft light by their habits and horfes; 
or if you go to their houfies, by their comfortable 
way of living. But the misfortune is, that inch 
immediate tenants, generally fpeaking, have others 
under them, and fo a third and fourth under them, 
and fo a third and fourth in fubordination, till it 
comes to the welder, (as they call him), who fits at 
a rack-rent, and lives as miferably as any Irifh far¬ 
mer upon a new leafe from a lay landlord. But 
iuppofe a biiliop happens to be avaricious, (as be¬ 
ing compofed of die fame fluff with other men), 
the confequence to the public is no worfe than if 
he were a fquire ; for he leaves his fortune to his 
ion or near relation, who, if he be rich enough, 
will never think of entering into die church. 

And as there can be no difadvantage to the pub¬ 
lic in a Proteftant country, that a man fliould hold 
lands as a biiliop, any more than if lie were a tem¬ 
poral perfon; lo it is of great advantage to the com¬ 
munity, where a biiliop leaves as he ought to do 
He is bound in confcience to refide in his diocefe’ 
and by a iolemn promife to keep hofpitality ; his 
Oftate is fpent in the kingdom, not remitted to Eng¬ 
land ; he keeps the clergy to their duty, and is an 
example of virtue both to them and the people. 


f l,*„I h | iSI,art0f ‘ hepari ’ g '? f>h ist0 ^ applied to the period when 

/» „ < 0 kV' 3S Wrl,t r n ’ " hKh " as <7-3, when levetalof Queen 
A me s bifliops were living, 
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Suppofe him an i'll man ; yet his very character will 
with-hold him from any great or open exorbitan- 
cies. But in fact it muft be allowed that fome bi- 
fhops of this kingdom within twenty years paft, 
have done very iignal and lading acts of public 
charity ; great inUances whereof are the late * and^ 
prefent f Primate, and the Lord ± Archbifliop of 
Dublin that now is, who hath left memorials of his 
bounty in many parts of his province. I might add 
the Bifhop of Raphoe ||, and feveral others : not 
forgetting the late Dean of Down, Dr. Pratt, who 
beftowed one thoufand pounds upon the univerfity; 
which foundation, (that I may obferve by the way), 
if the bill propofed ihould pafs, would be in the 
fame circumftances w r ith the Bilhops, nor ever able 
again to advance the ftipends of the fellow y s andftu- 
dents, as lately they found it neceffary to do ; the 
determinate fum appointed by the ftatutes for com¬ 
mons being not half fufficient, by the fall of mo¬ 
ney, to afford neceffary fuftenance. But the paiT- 
ing of fuch a bill muft put an end to all ecclefiafti- 
cal beneficence for the time to come ; and whether 
this will be fupplied by thofe who are to reap the 
benefit, better than it hath been done by the gran¬ 
tees of impropriate tithes, who received them up¬ 
on the old church-conditions of keeping hofpitali- 
ty, it will be eafy to conjecture. 

' To alledge, that palling fuch a bill would be a 
good encouragement to improve bifhops lands, is 
a great error. Is it not the general method of land¬ 
lords to w r ait the expiration of a leafe, and then cant 
their lands to the higheft Didder ? And what fliould 
hinder the fame courfe to be taken in church-leales, 
when the limitation is removed of paying half the 
real value to the Bilhop ? in riding through the 
country how few' improvements do we fee upon the 

* Dr. Marrti. t Dr - 

f Dr. Lindfav. D Dr. Foftcr. 
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eRates of laymen, farther than about their own do¬ 
mains r lo lay the truth, it is a great misfortune as 
well to the public as to the bifhops themfclves, that 
t.ieir lands are generally let to lords and great 
fquires, who in reafon were never defigned to be 
tenants ; and therefore may naturally murmur at 
the payment of rent, as a fubferviency they were 
not born to. If the tenants to the church were 
honeft farmers, they would pay their fines and rents 
"ith cheat fulnefs, improve their lands, and thank 
God they were to give but a moderate half-value 
lor what they held, I have heard a man of a thou¬ 
sand pounds a-year talk with great contempt of bi- 
fhops leafes, as being on a worfe foot than the reft 
Ox his eftate ; and he had certainly reafon : my an- 
fwer was, that iuch leafes were originally intended 
only for the benefit of induftrious hufbandmen, 
who would think it a great bleffing to be fo provid- 
ed for, inftead of having his farm ferewed up to 
the height, not eating one comfortable meal in a 
year, nor able to find lhoes for his children. 

I know not any advantage that can accrue by 
fi-ic, a bid, except the preventing of perjury in ju¬ 
rymen, ana falle dealing in tenants; which is a re¬ 
medy like that of giving my money to a high wav- 
man, before he attempts to take it by force; and lb 
I lhali be litre to prevent the fin of robbery. 

I had wrote thus far, and thought to have made 
an end ; when a bookfelier lent me a fmall pam¬ 
phlet, in titled, “ The cafe of the laity, with fome 
queries;” full of the ftrongeft malice" againft the 
elergy, that I have any where met with fince the 
reign of Roland, and others of that tribe. Theie 
kinds of advocates do infinite mifehief to our 
good cause by giving grounds to tb * unjuft re¬ 
proaches of Tories and Jacobites, who charge 
us with being enemies to the church. If I bear 
aii hearty unfeigned loyalty to his Majefty King 
GEORGE and the houfe of Hanover, not Ihakcn 
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in the leaft by the hardfhips we lie under, which 
never can be imputable to fo gracious a prince ; if 
I fincerely abjure the pretender, and all Po¬ 
pish successors ; if I bear a due veneration to 
the glorious memory of the late King WILLIAM, 
who preferved thefe kingdoms from Popee.y and 
slavery, with the expenfe of liis blood, and ha¬ 
zard of his life ; and laftiy, if I am for a proper 
indulgence to all Ditfenters, I think nothing more 
can be reafonably demanded of me as a Whig, 
and that my political catechifm is full and complete. 
But whoever, under the fhelter of that party-deno¬ 
mination, and of many great profeihons of loyal- 
tv, would deftroy, or undermine, or injure, the 
church eftabliihed ; I utterly difown him, and 
think he ought to chufe another name of diftinc- 
tion for himfelf and his adherents. I came into 
the caufe upon other principles, which by the grace 
of God I mean to preferve as long as I can live. Shall 
we juftifv the accufations of our adverfaries ? Hoc 

It bants velit. - The Tories and Jacobites will 

behold us, with a malicious pleafure, determined 
upon the ruin of our friends. For is not the pre¬ 
sent fet of billiops almoft entirely of that number, 
as well as a great majority of the principal clergy ? 
And a fhort time will reduce the whole by vacan¬ 
cies upon death. 

An impartial reader, if he pleafes to examine 
what I have already faid, will eafily anfwer the bold 
queries in the pamphlet I mentioned ; he will be 
convinced, that the reafon Hill ftrongly exifts, for 
which that limiting law was enacted. A reafona- 
ble man will wonder, where can be the infufferable 
grievance, that an ecclefiaftical landlord (hould ex¬ 
pert a moderate or a third part value in rent for 
his lands, when his title is at Haft as ancient and as 
legal as that of a layman ; who :s yet but feldom 
guilty of giving fuch beneficial bargains. Has the 
nation been thrown into ccnrufion ; And have ma- 

ny 
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ny poor families been ruined by rack-rents paid for 
the lands of the church ? does the nation cry out 
to have a law that mud: in time lend their bilhops 
a-begging ? But, God be thanked, the clamours of 
enemies to the church is not yet the cry, and I 
hope will never prove the voice of the nation. The 
clergy, I conceive, will hardly allow that the people 
maintain them, any more than in the fenfe that all 
landlords wliatfoever are maintained by the people. 
Such aflertions as thefe, and the infinuations they 
carry along with them, proceed from principles 
which cannot be avowed by thofe who are for pre- 
ferving the happy conititution in church and hate. 
Whoever were the propofers of fuch queries, it might 
have provoked a bold writer to retaliate, perhaps 
with more juitice than prudence, by fhewing at 
whole door the grievance lies, and that the bifhops 
at lead are not to aniwer for the poverty of te¬ 
nants. 

To gratify this great reformer, who enlarges the 
Epifcopal rent-roll almoft one half, let me fuppofe 
that all the church-lands in the kingdom were 
thrown up to the laity: would the tenants in fuch 
a cafe lit eafier in their rents than they do now ? 
Or, would the money be equally fpent in the 
kingdom ? No ; the farmer would be ferewed up 
to the utmoft penny by the agents and Rewards of 
abfentees, and the revenues employed in making a 
figure at London ; to which city a full third part 
or the whole income of Ireland is annually return¬ 
ed, to aniwer that finglc article of maintenance for 
Irifh landlords. 

Another of his quarrels is againft pluralities and 
non-rciidence. As to the former, it is a word of 
ill name, but not well underftood. The clergy 
having been ftripped of the greateft part of then- 
revenues, the glebes being generally loft, the tithes 
in the hands of laymen, the churches demolilhed, 
and the country depopulated , in oi'der to preferve 
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a face of chriftiariity, it was neceflary to unite 
fmall vicarages fufficient to make a tolerable main¬ 
tenance for a minifter. The profit of ten or a doz¬ 
en of thefe unions feldoin amounts to above eighty 
or an hundred pounds a-year. If there be a very 
few dignitariesjwhofe preferments are perhaps more 
liable to this accufation, it is to be iupppfed, they 
may be favourites of the time; or pcrfons of fuperior 
merit, for whom there hath ever been fome indul¬ 
gence in all governments. 

As to non-refidence, I believe there is no Chrif- 
tian country upon earth, where the clergy have lefs 
to anfwer for upon that article. I am confident 
there are not ten clergymen in the kingdom, who, 
properly fpeaking, can be termed non-ref dents ; for 
furely we are not to reckon in that number thofe 
who, for want of glebes are forced to retire to the 
nearefi: neighbouring village for a cabin to put their 
heads in the leading man of the parifl?, when he 
makes the greateft clamour, being leaft difpofed to 
accomodate the miniiter with an acre of ground. 
And indeed, confidering the difficulties the clergy 
lie under upon this head, it hath been frequent 
matter of wonder to me, how they are able to per¬ 
form that part of their duty fo well as they do. 

There is a * noble author, who hath lately ad- 
drefied to the houfe of Commons an excellent dif- 
courfe for the encouragement of agriculture ; full of 
moft ufeful hints, which, I hope, that honourable 
aflembly will confider as they deferve. I am not a 
ftranger to his Lordffiip ; and excepting in what 
relates to the church, there are few perfons with 
whofe opinions I am better pleafed to agree; and 
am therefore grieved when I rind him charging the 
inconveniencies in the payment of tithes upon the 
clergy and their proctors. His Lordfhip is above 
confidering a very known and vulgar truth, that 

* The late Lord Mokfwcrth. 
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the meaneft farmer hath all manner of ad] 
vantages againft the mod: powerful clergymen, 
by whom it is impoflible he can be wronged, 
although the minifter w r ere ever fo evil difpofed ; 
the whole fyftem of teizing, perplexing, and de¬ 
frauding the prcftor, or his mafter, being as well 
known to every ploughman, as the reaping or Tow¬ 
ing of his corn, and much more artfully praftiied# 
Belides, the leading man in the parilh muft have? 
his tithes at his own rate, which is hardly ever a- 
bove one quarter of the value. And I have 
heard it computed by many fkilful obfervers, whofe 
intereft was not concerned, that the clergy did not 
receive throughout the kingdom one half of what 
the laws have made their due, 

As to his Lordfliip’s difeontent againft the bi- 
fhops court, I fliall not interpofe farther than in 
venturing my private opinion, that the clergy would 
be very glad to recover their juft dues by a more 
fhort, deciiive, and compulfive method, than fuck 
a cramped and limited jurifdiclion will Allow. 

His Lordlhip is not the only perfon difpofed to 
give the clergy the honour of being the foie en- 
couragers of all new improvements. If hops, hemp, 
flax, and twenty things more are to be planted, the 
clergy alone muft reward the induftrious farmer by 
abatement of the tithe. What if the owner of nine 
parts in ten would pleafe to abate proportionably in 
his rent, for every acre thus improved ? Would not 
a man juft dropt from the clouds, upon a full 
hearing, judge the demand to be at leaft as rea- 
fonable ? 

I believe no man will difpute his Lordihip’s title 
to his eftate; nor will I the jus divinum of tithes, 
which he mentions wish fome emotion. I fuppofe 
the affirmative would be of little advantage to the 
clergy, for the fame reafon that a maxim in law 
hath more weight in the world than an article of 
faith. And vc: I think there may be fuch a thing 
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M facrilege ; becaufe it is frequently mentioned by 
Greek and Roman authors, as well as defcribed in 
holy writ. This I am fare of, that h;s Lordfhip 
would at any time excufe a Parliament for not con¬ 
cerning itfelf in his properties without his own con- 

^ ei The obfervations I have made upon his I.ord- 
fhip’s difcourfe, have not, I confefs, been altoge¬ 
ther proper to my fubject : however, lince he 
hath been pleafed therein to offer feme proposals 
to the houfe of Commons with relation to the cler¬ 
gy I hope he will excufe me for differing from 
him : which proceeds, from his own princ.p e, the 
defire of defending liberty and property, that he 
hath fo ftrenuoufly and conftantly maintained. 

But the other writer openly declares for a law 
impowering the bifhops to fet fee-farms; and ays, 

“ Whoever intimates, that they will deny their 
“ confent to fuch a reafonable law, which the 
‘ f whole nation cries for, are enemies to them and 
“ the church.” Whether this be his real opinion, 
or only a drain of mirth and irony, the matter is not 
much. However, my fentiments are fo directly 
contrary to his, that, I think, whoever impartially 
reads and confiders what I have written upon this 
argument, hath either no regard for die church - 
ftablifhed under the hierarchy of bifhops, or wdl 
never eonfent to any law that fliall repeal or elude 
the limiting claufe relating to the real half-value, 
contained in the act of parliament deemo Carol,, 
“ for the prefervation of the inheritance, 1 1 g llt > 
« and profits of lands belonging to the churc 
k and perfons ecckfiaftical which was ground¬ 
ed upon reafons, that do ftill and muff for ever 

fubfift. 
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The Presbyterians Plea of Merit, in order 
to . take off the TEST, impartially exa- 
mined. 


Written in the year 1731 *. 


W E have been told in the common news¬ 
papers that all attempts are to be made 
uns leifion by the Prelbyterians and their abettors 
or ta "ing oh the teft; as a kind of preparatory 
ftep to make it go down fmoother in England. For 
if once their light would Jo Jhine, the Fapifts de¬ 
lighted with the blaze would all come in and dance 

rk° U fh U ’ r TIU j S i ta he to be a prudent method; 
like that of a difcreet phyfician, who firft gives a 
new medicine to a dog, before he prefcribes it to a 
human creature f. 

The 

by t. 3Utb0r -. e g'.n s th, s ‘ raft « 'he true vein of wit and fpirit, 

«< rh« W h e been t0,d ln the common news-papers 

« nndM • tC . PlptS 3re t0 be made this fefllon by the Prefbytenans 
and their abettors for taking of}'the teft- • a c a ^ ruD > rer,ans 

«£« ago down fmoother in England! For IfZTJZYr 

;; Thfs h na k W e , «ob t e h : ^ W ° U ' d 

« dkine tow’TbV* 4 P hyfician > «’ho firft givesTVew mt 
7 l '&*. before lie prdcribes it to a hum.m creature ” 

andl^T thlS ^ pafli?e for the as well as the matter • 
i"l d obfZlr y ’ T" c™ hence y0U wi “ be confirmed in one gene! 

thatSwift maintains and conducts his metaphor! and 
ailufions, with a juftnefs particularly delicate and exart, and without 
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The Prelbyterians have, ever fince the revolu¬ 
tion, directed their learned cafuifts to employ their 
pens on this fubjecl, by fhewing the merits and 
pretenfions upon which they claim this juftice, as 
founded upon the fervices they did towards the re- 
floratiou of King Charles II. and at the revolution 
under the Prince of Orange. Which pleas I take 
to be the molt Angular in their kind, that ever 
were offered in the face of the fun, againll the moll 
i glaring lights of truth, and againll a continuation 
of public facts known to all Europe for twenty 
years together. I {hall therefore impartially exa¬ 
mine the merits and conduct of the Prelbyterians 
upon thofe two great events, and the pretenfions 
to favour which they challenge upon them. 

Soon after the reformation of the church in Eng- 
land under Edward VI. upon Queen Mary’s fuc- 
ceeding to the crown (who reftored Pcpery), many 
Proteilants fled out of England to efcape the 
perfecution railed againll the church, as her bio- 
; ther had left it ellablifned. Some of thefe exiles 
went to Geneva; which city had received the doc¬ 
trine of Calvin, and rejected the government of bi- 
iliops ; with many other refinements. Thefe Eng- 
liih exiles readily embraced the Geneva fyftem ; 
and having added further improvements of their 
own, upon Queen Mary’s death returned to Eng¬ 
land; where they preached up their new opinions, 
inveighing bitterly againll Epifcopacy, andalliites 
and ceremonies, however innocent and ancient in 
the church t building upon this foundation, to lun 
as far as poflible from Popery even in the moll mi¬ 
nute and indifferent circumftances. This faction, 
I 

the lead ftiffnefs or affectation. I hsve formerly mentioned in what 
• degree of contempt and hatred he held the D Centers, efpecially the 
Prefbyterians [above, p. 133.] ; and I need only add, that as this 
pamphlet was written for the meridian oi Ireland, it oUfht to have 

been placed with the ether trades on the fame fubjeft. Orrery. - 

I And fo it is placed in this edition, 

under 
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under the name of Puritan, became very turbulent 
during the whole reign of Queen Elifabeth, and 
were always difcouraged by that wife Queen, as 
well as by her two fucceflors. However, their num¬ 
bers as well as their infolence and perverfenefs lb 
far increafed, that foon after the death of King 
James I. many inftances of their petulancv and 
lcurrility are to be feen in their pamphlets written 
for fome years after (which was a trade they be¬ 
gan in the days of Queen Elizabeth), particularly 
with great rancour again If the bilhops, the habits, 
and the ceremonies : fuch were thofe feur- 
rilous libels under the title of Martin Mar- 
prelate, and feveral others. And although the Earl 
of Clarendon tells us, until the year 1640 (as I re¬ 
member) the kingdom was in a Rate of perfect 
peace and happinels, without the leaft appearance 
ol thought or defign towards making any altera¬ 
tions in religion or government ; yet I have found 
by often rummaging for old books in Little Britain 
and Hucklane, a great number of pamphlets print¬ 
ed from the year 1630 to 1640, full of as bold and 
impious railing exprelfions again ft the lawful power 
of the crown, and the order of bifhops, as ever 
were uttered during the rebellion or the whole fub- 
fequent tyrrany of that fanatic anarchy. However, 

I find it manifeft, that Puritanifm did not erect it- 
felf into a new feparate fpecies of religion till fome 
time after the rebellion began. For in the latter 
times of King James I. and the former part of his 
fon, there were feveral Puritan bifhops, and many 
Puritan private clergymen; while people went as their 
inclinations led them to hear preachers of each party 
in the parifh churches ; for the Puritan clergy had 
received Epifcopal orders as well as the reft But foon 
after the rebellion broke out, the term Puritan gra- 
dually dropt, and that of Prefbyterian fucceeded ; 
which feet was in two or three years eftablilhed in 
all ns forms, by what they called an ordinance of 
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the Lords and Commons, without confuting the 
King, who was then at war againll his rebels. And 
from this period the church continued under perie- 
cution, until monarchy was reftored in the year 

l66o. , c 

In a year or two after we began to hear of a new 
party rifen, and growing in the parliament as well 
as the army, under the name of Independent: it 
fpread indeed fotnewhat more in the latter ; but 
not equal with the Prelbyterians either in weight 
or number, until the very time the King was 

murdered. , 

When the King, who was then a prifoner m the 
ifle of Wight, had made his la If conceffions for a 
peace to the commiffioners of the parliament, who 
attended him there ; upon their return to London, 
thev reported his Majefty’s anfwer in the houte. 
Whereupon a number of moderate members, who, 
as Ludlow fays, had fecured their own terms with 
that prince, managed with fo much art as to obtain 
a majority in a thin houfe, for palling a vote, that 
the kine's cmccjjions 1 were a ground fot a future Jet - 
tlement. But the great officers of the army, join¬ 
ing with the difcontented members, came to a reio- 
lution of excluding all thofe who had contented to 
that vote ; which they executed in a military wav. 
Ireton told Fairfax the general, a rigidPrelbytenan, 
of this refolution ; who thereupon iffiied his orders 
for drawing out the army the next morning, and 
placing guards in Weftminfter-hall, the court of 
requefts. and the lobby ; who, in obedience to the 
General, in conjunction with thofe members who 
had oppofed the vote, would let no member enter 
the houfe except thofe of their own party. L pen 
which the queftion for bringing the King to juftice 
was immediately put, and carried without opooii- 
tion that I can find. Then an order was made for 
his trial; the time and place appointed ; the judges 

named, of whom Fairfax himfelf was one; altho 
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by the advice or threats of his wife he declined fit¬ 
ting among them. However, by frefli orders under 
his own hand, which I have feen in print, he ap^ 
pointed guards to attend the judges at the trial, and 
to keep the city in quiet ; as he did likewife to pre¬ 
vent any oppolition from the people upon the day of 
execution. 

From what I have already deduced it appears ma* 
nifeft, that the differences between thofe two fe6h, 
Prefbvterian and Independent, did not then amount 
to half fo nrtich as what there is between a Whig and 
Tory at prefent among us. The defign of utterly 
extirpating monarchy and Epifcopacy was equally 
the fame in both : evidently the confequence of the 
very fame principles, upon which the Prefbyterians 
alone began, continued, and would have ended in 
the fame events ; if towards the conclufion they 
had not been bearded by that new party, with whom 
they could not agree about dividing the fpoil. How¬ 
ever, they held a good fhare of civil and military 
employments during the whole time of the ufurpa- 
tion; and their names, anions, and preferments, 
are frequent in the accounts of thofe times. For I 
make no doubt, that all the prudent Prefbyterians 
complied in proper feafons, falling in with the 
ftream ; and thereby got that fhare in employments 
which many of them held to the reftoration ; and 
perhaps too many of them after. In the fame man¬ 
ner we find our wifeft Tories in both kingdoms, 
upon the change of hands and meafures at the 
Queen’s death, have endeavoured for leveral years 
by due compliances to recover the time they had loft 
by a temporary obftinacy ; wherein they have well 
fucceeded, according to their degrees of merit; of 
whofe names I could here make honourable men¬ 
tion, if I did not fear it might offend their mode- 
ffy. As to what is alledged, that fome of the Pref¬ 
byterians declared openly againfi: the King’s mur¬ 
der ; I allow it to be true. But from whjit motives? 

No 
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No other can poflibly be affigned than perfect fpite, 
rage, and envy, to lind themielves wormed out of 
all power by a" new infant-fpawn of Independents 
fprung from their own bowels. It is true, the dif¬ 
ferences in religious tenets between them are very 
few and trifling ; the chief quarrel, as far as I re¬ 
member, relating to congregational and national 
alFemblies. But where-ever in ter eft or power think 
fit to interfere, it little imports what principles the 
oppofite parties think fit to charge upon each oilier: 
for we fee at this day, that the Tories are more 
hated by the whole fet of zealous W higs, than the 
very Papifts themielves ; and in effeCt as much un¬ 
qualified for the fmalleft office : although both 
thefe parties afiert themfelves to be of the lame re¬ 
ligion in all its branches of doctrine jtr.d difeipline j 
and profefs the fame loyalty to the lame Pioteftant 
King and his heirs. 

If the reader would know what became of this 
Independent party, upon whom all the mifehief is 
charged bv their' Preibyterian brethren, he may 
pleaie to oblervc, that during the whole ufurpa- 
tion they contended by degrees with their parent 
feft, and, as I have already laid, fhared in employ¬ 
ments ; and gradually, after the reftoration, min* 
gled with the mafs of Prefbyterians; flying e\ci 
fince undiftinguiihed in the herd of Lilienteis.. 

The Preibyterian merit is of as little weight, 
when they alledge themielves inftrumental towards 
the King’s reftoration. The kingdom grew tired 
with thofe ridiculous models of government ; in it, 
bv a houfe of Lords and Commons without a King; 
then without Biihops *, afterwards by a Rump 
and Lords Temporal; then by a Rump alone; 
next by a Angle perfon for life, in conjunction with 

a This name wis eiven to that part of the houfe of Cimrr.on 
which remained after the moderate men had been expelled by nyl 
tary force. 
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a Council; by Agitators ; by Major-generals ; by 
a new kind of Reprefentatives from the three king¬ 
doms ; by the Keepers of the Liberties of Eng¬ 
land ; with other fchemes that have dipt out of my 
memory. Cromwell was dead ; his foil Richard, a 
weak ignorant wretch, who gave up his monarchy 
much in the fame manner with the two ufurping 
Kings of Brentford f ; the people hai afled with 
taxes and other oppreffions. The King's party, 
then called the Cavaliers , began to recover their 
fpirits. The few nobility fcattered through the 
kingdom, who lived in a moft retired manner, ob- 
ferving the confulion of things, could no longer 
endure to be ridden by bakers, coblers, brewers, 
and the like, at the head of armies, and plundering 
everywhere like French dragoons. The Rump a f- 
fembly grew defpicable to tliofe who had raifed 
them : the city of London exhaufted by almoft 
twenty years contributing to their own ruin, decla¬ 
red againft them. r lhe Rump, after many deaths 
and refurrections, was in the moft contemptous 
manner kicked out, and burnt in effigy. The ex¬ 
cluded members were let in : a free parliament call¬ 
ed in as legal a manner as the times would allow; 
and the King reftored. 

The fecond claim of Prefbyterian merit is found¬ 
ed upon their fervices againft the dangerous clefigns 
of King James II. while that prince was ufing all 
his endeavours to introduce Popery, which he o- 
penly profeffed upon his coming to the crown; to 
this they add their eminent fervices at the revolu¬ 
tion under the Prince of Orange. 

Now, the quantum of Prefbyterian merit during 
the four years reign of that weak, bigotted, and 
ill-advifed prince, as well as at the time of the revo¬ 
lution, will eafilv be computed by a recourfe to a 
great number of hiftorics, pamphlets, and public 
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pipers, printed in thofe times, and fome afterwards; 
betides the verbal teftimonies of many perfons yet 
alive, who are old enough to have known and 00- 
ferved the diffenters conduit in that critical pe¬ 
lt is agreed, that upon King Charles II.’s death, 
foon after his fucceffor had publickly owned hun- 
j'elf a Roman Catholic, he began with his hrft ca- 
reffes to the church-party; from whom having re¬ 
ceived eery cold difeouraging anfwers, he applied 
to the Prefbyterian leaders and teachers ; being ad- 
vifed by his priefts and Popilh courtiers, that the 
fafefc methods towards introducing his own reli¬ 
gion would be by taking off the facramental tell, 
and giving a full liberty of conference to all reli¬ 
gions, (I fuppote that profeffed Chriftianity.) It 
feems that the Prefbyterians in the latter years of 
King Charles II. upon account of certain plots 
(allowed by Bifhop Burnet to be genuine) had been 
for a fhort time forbid to hold their conventicles. 
Whereupon thefe charitable Chnftians, out ot per-* 
feel refentment againft the church, received the 
gracious offers of King James with the ftrongeft 
profeffions of loyalty, and higheft acknowledge¬ 
ments for his favour. I have ieen feveral of their 
addreffes, full of thanks and praties, with bitter 
infinuations of what they had fuftered ; putting 
theinfelves and the Papifts upon the fame foot, as 
fellow-fufferers for confcience ; and with the itylc 
of our brethren the Roman Catholics. About this 
time began the project of clofeting, (which hath 
fince been praitifed many times with more art and 
fuccefs), where the principal gentlemen of king¬ 
dom w r ere privately chatechiied by his Majefty, to 
know, whether, if a new parliament were called, 
they would agree to pais an aft for repealing the ia- 
cramental teft, and eftablifliing a general liberty of 
confcience. But he received lo little encourage¬ 
ment, that defpairing of fuccefs, he had recourie 









i8o THE PRESBYTERIANS 

to l\is diipenfing power, which tlie judges lrad 
termined to be part of his prerogative.. By colour 
ot this determination he preferred feveral Prelbyte- 
jjans, and many Papifts, to civil and military em¬ 
ployments. While the King was thus bulled, it is 
well known that Monfier Fagel, the Dutch envoy 
in London, delivered the opinion o-f the Prince 
and Princefs of Orange, concerning the repeal 
of the teft % 7 whereof the King had lent an account 
to-their Highneffes, to know how far they approved 
of it. The fubltance of their anfwer, as reported 
by Fagel, was this, “ That their Highneffes thought 
<k very well of a liberty of confcience; but by no 
means of giving employments to any other per- 
“ Ions than thole who were of the national church.”' 
I his opinion was confirmed by feveral reafons : I 
cannot be more particular, not having the paper by 
me, although it hath been printed in many accounts 
ot thole times. And thus much every moderate 
churchman would perhaps fubmit to : but to trull 
any part of the civil power in the hands of thofe, 
whole intereR, inclination, confcience, and former 
practices have been wholly turned to introduce a 
different fyffcem of religion and government, hath 
very few examples in any Chriftian Rate ; nor any 
at all in Holland, the great patronefs of univerfal 
toleration. 

Upon the firR intelligence King Tames received 
of an intended invaiion by the Prince of Orange, 
among great numbers of PapiRs- to increafe hb 
troops, lie gave commiffions to feveral Prefbyterians; 

1 ome ot whom had been officers under the Rump ; 
and particularly he placed one Richards, a noted 
1 relbyterian, at the head of a regiment, who had 
been governor of Wexford in Cromwell’s time, and 
is often mentioned by Ludlow in his memoirs. This 
regiment was railed in England againR the Prince 
of Orange : the Colonel made his fon a captain, 
w horn I knew, and who was as zealous a Prelbvte- 

rian 














PLEA OF MERIT. i8f 

rian as his father. However, at the time of the 
Prince’s landing, the father, eafilv forefeeing how 
things would go, went over, like many others, to 
the Prince, who continued him in his regiment; 
but coming over a year or two after, to allift in 
the fiege of Derry, he behaved himfelf fo like ei¬ 
ther a coward or a traitor, that his regiment was 
taken from him. 

I will now confider the conduct of the church-par- 
tv during the whole reign of that unfortunate King. 
They were fo unanimous againit promiiing to pals 
an aft for repealing the teft, and cltablilhing a ge¬ 
neral liberty of confcience, that the King durit not 
truft a parliament; but encouraged by the profel- 
fions of loyalty given him by his Prelbyterian friends, 
went on with his difpenting power. 

The church-clergy at that time are allowed to 
have written the belt collection of tracts againit Po¬ 
pery, that ever appeared in England; which are to 
this day in the higheft efteem. But upon the ftrift- 
eft inquiry, I could never hear of above one or 
two papers publilhed by the Prcfby'teiians at that 
time upon the fubject. Seven great prelates (he 
of Canterbury among the reft) were fent to the 
tower for prelenting a petition, whetein they delir- 
ed to be exculed in not obeying an illegal command 
from the King. The Bilhopof London, Dr.Comp- 
ton, was fummoned before the commiffioners for 
ecclefiaftical affairs, for not fufpending Dr. Sharp 
(afterwards Bilhop of York) by the Kings com¬ 
mand, If the Prdbyterians exprefied the lame zeal 
upon anv occafion, the inltances of it are not, as 
I can fin'd, left upon record, or tranfmitted by tra¬ 
dition. The proceedings againit Magdalen college 
in Oxford, for refilling to comply with the King’s 
mandate for admitting a profeffed Papift upon their 
foundation, are a ftanding proof of the courage 
and firmnefs in religion fliewn by that learned ,ocie- 
ty to the ruin of their fortunes. I he Prefbytei ians 
' know 
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know very well, that I could produce many more 
inftances of the fame kind. But thefe are enough 
in fo fhort a paper as I intend at prefent. 

It is indeed very true, that after King William 
was fettled on the Britifh throne, the Prefbyterians 
began to appear, and offer their credentials, and 
demand favour : and the new King having been o- 
riginally bred a Calvinift, was defirous enough to 
make them eafy (if that would do it) by a legal to¬ 
leration ; although in his heart he never bore much 
affection to that feet; nor defigned to favour them 
farther than as it ftood with the prefent fcheme of 
politics; as I have long fince been affured by the 
greateft men of Whig principles at that time in 
England. 

It is likewife true, nor will it be denied, that 
when the King was poffeffed of the Englifh crown, 
and the remainder of the quarrel was left to be de¬ 
cided in this kingdom; the Prefbyterians wifely 
chole to join with the Proteftant army, rather than 
with that of King James their old friend, whofe 
affairs were then in a manner defperate. They were 
wife enough to know, that this kingdom divided a- 
gainft itfelf could never prevail againft the united 
power of England. JLhey fought pro avis et focis ; 
for their eftates and religion; which latter will ne¬ 
ver fuffer fo much by the church of England, as 
by that of Rome, where they are counted heretics 
as well as we : and confequently they have no other 
game to play. But what merit they can build up- 

having joined with a Proteftant army, under a 
King they acknowledged, to defend their own li¬ 
berties and properties againft a Popiih enemy under 
an abdicated King, is v I confefs, to me abfolutely 
inconceivable ; and, I beiieve, will equally be fo 
for ever to any reafonable man. 

W hen thefe feftaries were feveral years ago mak¬ 
ing the fame attempt for abolifhing 'the teft, many 
groundlefs reports were indultrioufly and feafon- 
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a blv fpread of an invafion threatened by the pre¬ 
tender on the north of Ireland. At which time 
the Prefbyterians in their pamphlets argued in a 
menacing manner, that if the Pretender ihould in¬ 
vade thole parts of the kingdom where the num- 
bers and cftates of the Diii'enters chiefly lav, they 
would lit ftill, and let us fight our own battles; 
iince thev were to reap no advantage, which ever 
fide Ihould be vigors. If this were the courfe they 
intended to take in fuch a cafe, I defire to know, 
how they could contrive fafely to hand neuters, o- 
therwife than by a compart with the pretender and 
his army to fupport their neutrality, and protect 
them againft the forces of the crown ? I his is a 
neceflary (uppofition ; becaufe they muft ethenvile 
have inevitably been a prey to both. However, by 
this frank declaration they 1'ufFiciently fhewed their 
good-will, and confirmed the common charge laid 
at their door, that a Scottilh or northern Prclby- 
terian hates our Epilcopal eftablilhed church more 
than Popery itfelf. And the reafon for this hatred 
is natural enough; becaufe it is the church amne 
that (lands in the way between them and power ; 


which Popery doth not. 

Upon this occalion I am in fome doubt, whether 
the political fpreaders of thofe chimerical mvahons 
made a judicious choice in fixing the northern parts 
of Ireland for that romantic cnterprilc. b.or can 
I well underhand the wifdom of the Prefbyterians 
in countenancing and confirming thole reports ; 
becaufe it feems to call a moil infamous reflection 
upon the loyalty and religious principles ot their 
whole body: for if there had been any truth in the 
matter, the confequence muft have been allowed, 
that the pretender counted upon more ailiilance 
from his father’s friends die Presbyterians by chu - 
ins to land in thofe very parts, where their number, 
wealth, ancl power, moft prevailed, rather than a- 
mong thofe of his own religion. And therefore. 
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in charity to this fe£t, I rather incline to believe, 
that thole reports of an invalion were formed and 
fpread by the race of finaH politicians, in order to 
do a feaionable job. 

As to Popery in general, which for a thoufand 
years paft hath been introducing and multiplying 
corruptions both in doctrine and -difcipline; 1 look 
upon it to be the mod abfurd fyltem of Chriftianity 
profeffed by any nation. But I cannot apprehend 
this kingdom to be in much danger from it. The 
eftates Papifts are very few ; crumbling into fmall 
parcels, and daily diminilliing-; their common peo¬ 
ple are lunk iti poverty, ignorance, and cowardice; 
and of as little conlequence as women and children. 
Their nobility and gentry are at lead one half ruin¬ 
ed, baniihed, or converted : they all foundly feel 
the (mart of what they fuffered in the lad war : 
feme of them are already retired into foreign coun¬ 
tries ; others, as I am told, intend to follow them; 
and the red, I believe, to a man, who dill pofiefs 
any lands, are abfolutely determined never to ha¬ 
zard them again for the fake of eftablidiing their 
fiiperdition. If it hath been thought fit, as fome 
obferve, to abate of the law’s rigour againft Pope¬ 
ry in this kingdom, I am confident it Was done for 
very wife reafons, confidering the dtuation of af¬ 
fairs abroad at different times, and the intered of 
the Froteftant religion in general. And as I do 
not find the lead fault in this proceeding ; fo I do 
•not conceive why a funk, difearded party, who nei¬ 
ther expect nor deflrc any thing more than a quiet 
life, fhould, under the names of High-fliers, Jaco¬ 
bites, and many other vile appellations, be charged 
fo often in print, and at common tables, with en¬ 
deavouring to introduce poperty and the pretend¬ 
er ; while the Papids abhor them above all men, on 
account of feverities againft their priefts, in her 
kite Majefty’s reign, when the now difbanded re¬ 
probate party was in power. This I was convinced 
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of fome years ago by a long journey into theSou¬ 
thern parts ; where I had the curiofity to fend roi 
many priefts of the parillies I had paiTed through, 
and to my great fatisfaction found them every 
where abounding in profeffions of loyalty to the 
late King George; for which they gave me the rear 
fons above mentioned ; at the fame time complain 
ing' bitterly of the hardlhips they luftered under 
the Queen’s lafi: miniftry. 

I return from this digreffion to the modeft de¬ 
mands of the Prefbyterians fqr a repeal of the (a- 
cramental teft, as a reward for their merits at the 
reftoration and the revolution; which merits I have 
fairly reprefented, as well as my memory would al¬ 
low me. If I have committed any miltakes, they 
muft be of little moment. The fafts and princi¬ 
pal circumftances are what I have obtained and di- 
gefted from reading the hiftories of thole tunes 
written bv each party ; and many thoulands have 
done the "lame as well as I, who, I am lure, have m 
, their minds drawn the fame conclulions. 

This is the fa&ion, and thefc the men who arc 
now refuming their applications, and giving in then 
bills of merit to both kingdoms upon two points, 
which of all others they have the lead preten.ions 
to offer, I have collected the fafts with all polhble 
impartiality, from the current hiftories of thole 
times ; and have Ihewn, although very briefly, the 
gradual proceedings of tliefe fectaries, under t lit. 
denominations of Puritans, Prefbyterians, and In¬ 
dependents, for about the fpace of an hundred and 
eighty years, from the beginning of Queen klila- 
beth to this prcfent time. But notwithftandmg ail 
that can be laid, thefe very lchifmatics (for iucli 
they are in temporals as well as fpirituals) are now 
again expecting, lol’tciting, and demanding, (not 
without infmuated threats, according to their cut- 
tom), that the parliament Ihould fix them upon an 
equal foot with the church eltablilhed. I would 
vol. IV. A a f ‘ lin 
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fain know to what branch of the legislature they 
can have the forehead to apply. Not to my Lords 
the bilhops; who mull have often read how the 
predcceiTors of this very faction, acting upon the 
fame principles, drove the whole bench out of the 
houfe ; who were then, and hitherto continue, one 
of the three eflates : not to the temporal peers, the 
fecond of the three eflates, who mull have heard, 
that immediately after thofe rebellious fanatics had 
murdered their King, they voted a houfe of Lords 
to be ufelefs and dangerous, and would let them 
fit no longer, othenvife than when elected as Com¬ 
moners : not to the houfe of Commons ; who mull 
have beard, that in thofe fanatic times the Prefby- 
terian and Independent commanders in the army, 
by military power, expelled all the moderate men 
out of the houle, and left a rump to govern the 
nation : laftly, not the crown ; which thofe very 
faints, deftined to rule the earth, trampled under 
their feet, and then in cold blood murdered the 
bleffed wearer. 

But the feflion now approaching, and a clan of 
diffenting teachers being come up to town from 
their northern head-quarters, accompanied by ma¬ 
ny of their elders and agents, and fupported by a 
general contribution, to folicit their ellablilhment 
with a capacity of holding all military as well as ci¬ 
vil employments. I think it high time that this pa¬ 
per fhould fee the light, flow ever, I cannot con-, 
dude without freely confefling, that if the Prefby- 
tcrians fhould obtain their ends, I could not be for- 
ry to find them miftaken, in the point which they 
have mofl at heart, by the repeal of the tell ; I 
mean the benefit of employments. For, after all, 
what afiurance can a Scottifh northern Difienter, 
born on Irifli ground, have, that he fliall be treat¬ 
ed with as much favour as a TRUE SCOT born 
beyond the Tweed ? 
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I am r£ady enough to believe, that all I have faid 
will avail but little. 1 have the common excufe of 
other men, when I think mvfclf bound by all reli¬ 
gious and civil ties to difcharge my confcience, and 
to warn my countrymen upon this important occa- 
lion. It is true, the advocates for this fcheme pro- 
mile a new world after this blefled work (hall be 
completed ; that all animofity and fa&ioti muft im¬ 
mediately drop ; that the only diftindlion in this 
kingdom will then be of Papitl and Proteftant : 
for as to Whig and Tory, High-church and Low- 
church, Jacobite and Hanoverian, Court and 
Countiy party, Englilh and Irilh interefts, LiiTent- 
ers and Conformifts, New Light and Old Light, 
Anabaptift and Independent, Quaker and Muggle- 
tonian ; they will all meet and jumble together 
into a perfedl harmony at the feflions and aflizes, 
on die bench and in the revenues, and, upon the 
whole, in all civil and military trufts, not except¬ 
ing the great councils of the nation, I* or it is wile- 
ly argued thus : That a kingdom being no more 
than a larger knot of friends met togethei, it is 
again ft the rules of good manners to fhut any P- 1 * 
fon out of the company, except the Papifts, who 
profefs themielves of another club. 

1 am at a lofs to know, what arts the Prefbyteran 
fc£t intends to ufe in convincing the world of their 
loyalty to kingly goverment, which, (long before 
die prevalence, or even the birth of their Inde¬ 
pendent rivals), as foon as the king s forces wei e 
overcome, declared their principles to be againft 
monarchy, as well as Epifcopacy and the houfe of 
Lords, even until the King was reftored : at which 
event, although they were forced to fubmit to the 
prefent power, yet I have not heard, that they did 
ever to this day renounce any one principle, by 
which their predecefiors then acted ; 
have been challenged to do, or at lean to £he\v that 
A a 2 others 
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others have done it for them, by a certain * Doctor* 
who, as I am told, hath much employed his pen 
in the like difputes; I “Own they will be ready e- 
nough to inlinuate themfelves into any government: 
but if they mean to be honeft and upright, they 
will and mull endeavour, by all means which they 
fhall think lawful, to introduce and eftablilh their 
own fcheme of religion, as neareft approaching to 
the word of God, by calling out all fuperftitious 
ceremonies* ecclefiaftrcal titles, habits, diftintftions, 
and fuperiorities, as rags of Popery, in order to a 
thorough reformation ; and, as in charity bound, 
to promote the falvation of their countrymen, wifli- 
ing with St. Paul, “ that the whole kingdom were 
“ as they are.” But what aflurance will they pleafe 
to give, that when their feft fhall become the na¬ 
tional eftablifhed worlhip, they will treat us Dis¬ 
senters as we have treated them? Was this their 
eourfe of proceeding during the dominion of the 
faints ? Were not ail the remainders of the Epifco- 
pai church in thofe days, efpecially the clergy, un¬ 
der a perfecution for above a dozen years, equal to 
that of the primitive Chriftians under Heathen em¬ 
perors ? That this proceeding was fuitable to their 
principles, is known enough; for many of their 
preachers then writ books exprefsly again!! allow¬ 
ing any liberty of confcience in a religion different 
from their own ; producing many arguments to 
prove that opinion, and among the reft one fre¬ 
quently infilled on ;• that allowing fuch a liberty 
would be to “ eftablilh iniquity by a law*.” Many 
of thefe writings are yet to be feen ; and, I hear, 
have been quoted by the Doctor above men¬ 
tioned. 

As to their great objection of proftituting that 


* The late Dr. Tifdel, who died June 1756. 

* See many handred quotations to prove this, in the treatife called, 
Scotch Prtibjttrian Eloquence* 


holy 







PLEA OF MERIT. 189 

Holy inftitmion, the bleffed iacrament, by way of 
a teft before admittance into any employment; I 
aik, whether they would not be content to receive 
it <k after their own manner” for the office ot a 
iudge, for that of a commiffioner in the revenue, 
for a regiment of horie, or to be a Lord Juftice. 

1 believe they would fcruple it as little, as a long 
<n'ace before and after dinner, which they can fay 
without bending a knee; for, as I have been told, 
their manner of taking bread and wine, in then 
conventicles, is performed with little more iolem- 
nity than at their common meals. . And therefoie, 
fince they look upon our pradlice in receiving the 
elements to be idolatrous, they neither can nor ought 
in confcience to allow us that liberty, otherwile 
than by connivance, and a bare toleration, like 
what is permitted to the Papifts. But left we mould 
offend them, I am ready to change this- teft for an¬ 
other ; although, I am afraid, that ftmiftified reaion 
is by no means the point where the difficulty pinches, 
and is only offered by pretended churchmen ; as ft 
they could be content with our believing, tliat the 
impiety and profanation of making the facrament 
a teft were the only objection. I therefore pro- 
pofe, that before the prefent law be repealed, ano¬ 
ther may be enadled ; that no man (hall receive any 
employment before he fwears himfelf to be a true 
member of the church of Ireland, in do&rine and 
difeinline, 6 c. and that he will never frequent or 
communicate with any other form of worfhtp. It 
ihali likewife be further enafted, That whoever of¬ 
fends, 6 c. ihali be fined five hundred pounds, 1m- 
prilbned for a year and a day, and rendered inca¬ 
pable of all public truft for ever. Otherwife I do 
infift, that thole pious, indulgent, external profei- 
fors of our national religion ihali, either give up 
that fallacious hypocritical reafon for taking off the 
teft, or freely confefs, that they defire to have a 
^ate wide ooen for every fe£t, without any teft at 

all* 
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all, except that of fwearing loyalty to the King ! 
which, however, confidering their principles with 
regard to monarchy yet unrenounced, might, if 
they would pleafe to look deep enough into their 
own hearts, prove a more bitter tell than any other 
that the law hath yet invented. 

For, from the firft time that thefe feftaries ap¬ 
peared in the world, it hath been always found by 
their whole proceedings, that they profefied an ut¬ 
ter hatred to kingly government. I can recollect 
at prel'ent three civil eftablifhmcnts, where Calvin- 
ifts, and fome other reformers who rejected Epifco- 
pacy, poflefs the fupreme power; and thefe are all 
republics ; I mean Holland, Geneva, and the re¬ 
formed Swifs cantons. I do not fay this in dimi¬ 
nution or difgrace to commonwealths; wherein, I 
confefs, I have much altered many opinions under 
which I was educated, having been led by fome ob- 
fervadon, long experience, and a thorough detefta- 
tion for the corruptions of mankind : infomuch 
that I am now jultly liable to the cenfure of Hobbes, 
who complains, that the youth of England imbibe 
ill opinions from reading the hiftories of ancient 
Greece and Rome, thofe renowned feenes of liber¬ 
ty and every virtue. 

But as to monarchs, who mu ft be fuppofed well 
to Rudy and underhand their own intereft ; they 
will belt confider, whether thofe people who in all 
their actions, preachings, and writings, have open¬ 
ly declared themfelves againft regal power, are to 
be fafely placed in an equal degree of favour and 
truft with thole who have been always found 
the true and only friends to the Englilh eftafolifh- 
ment. hrom which conlideration, I could have 
aclded one more article to my new tell, if I had 
thought it worth my time. 

I have been allured,. by fome perfons who were 
prefent, that fevcral of thefe dilTeruing teachers, 
upon their firft arrival hither to folicit the repeal of 
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the teft, were pleafed to exprefs their gratitude, by 
publicly drinking the healths of certain eminent 
patrons, whom they pretend to have found among 
us. If this be true”, and that the teft muft be de¬ 
livered up by the very fuperiors appointed to de¬ 
fend it, the affair is already in effeft at an end. 
What fecret reafons thofe patrons may have given 
for fuch a return of brotherly love, I fhall not in¬ 
quire : For, O my foul, come not thou into 

“ their fecret ; unto their ajfembly , mine honour, 
“ be not thou united. For in their anger they flew 
“ a man, and in their felf-will they digged down a 
« W all. Curfed be their anger, for it was fierce; 
“ and their wrath, for it was cruel. I will divide 
« them in Jacob, and lcatter them in Ifrael.” 
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The Advantages propofed by repealing the 
SACRAMENTAL TEST, impartially 
confidered. 


Written in the year 1732. 


VTrHoever writes impartially upon this fubjeef, 
* * mult do it not only as a mere fecular man, 
but as one who is altogether indifferent to any par¬ 
ticular fyftem of Chriftianity. And, I think, in 
whatever country that religion predominates, there 
is one certain form of worfhip and ceremony, 
which is looked upon as the eftablifhed ; and con- 
fequently, only the priefts of that particular form 
are maintained at the public charge ; and all civil 
employments bellowed among thofe who comply 
(at leafl outwardly) with the fame eftabliihment. 

This method is ftrictly obferved, even by our 
neighbours the Dutch, who are confeffcd to allow 
the fulleft liberty of confcience of any Chriftian 
if ate ; and yet are never known to admit any per- 
fons into civil offices, who do not conform to the 
legal worfhip. As to their military men, they are 
indeed not fo fcrupulous; being by the nature of 
their government under a neceffity of hiring fo¬ 
reign troops of whatever religious denomination 
upon every great emergency, and maintaining no 
fmall number in time of peace. 

This caution therefore of making one eflabliffied 
faith feems to be univerfal, and founded upon the 
flrongeff: reafons, the miftaken or affc&ed zeal of 
obifinacy and cntlrnfialin having produced luch a 

number 
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number of horrible deftructive events throughout 
ail Chriftendom. For whoever begins to think the 
national worlhip is wrong in any important article 
of practice or belief, will, if he be ferious, natu¬ 
rally have a zeal to make as many profelytes as he 
can : and a nation may poffibly have an hundred 
different lefts with their leaders ; every one of 
which hath an equal right to plead, that they muff 
“ obey God rather than man ; muft cry aloud and 

fpare not; muft life up their voice like a trum- 
“ pet.” 

This was the cafe of England during the fanatic 
times. Anil againft all this there feems to be no 
defence, but that of fupporting one eftablilhed 
form of doctrine and difeipline ; leaving the reft to 
a bare liberty of confcience, but without any main¬ 
tenance or encouragement from the public. 

Wherever this national religion grows fo cor¬ 
rupt, or is thought to do fo by a very great majo¬ 
rity of landed people joined to the governing party, 
whether prince or lenate, or both, it ought to be 
changed; provided the work might be done with¬ 
out blood or confufion. Yet, whenever fuch a 
change fhall be made, fome other eftabliftiment 
muft iucceed, akliough for the worie; allowing all 
deviations, that would break the union, to be only 
tolerated. In this lenfe, thofe who affirm that e- 
very law which is contrary to the law of God, is 
void in itfelf, feem to be miftaken ; for many laws 
in Popiffi kingdoms and ftates, many more among 
the Turks, and perhaps not a few in other coun¬ 
tries, are directly againft the divine laws; and yet, 
God knows, are very far from being void in the 
executive part. 

That, for inftance, if the_three eftates of parlia¬ 
ment in England (whereof the Lords Spiritual, 
who reprelent the church, are one) fhould agree 
and obtain the royal aflent to abolilh Epiicopacv, 
together with the 'liturgy, and the whole frame of 
Vol.IV. Bb the 
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the Engl if] i church, as c< burthcnfome, danger- 
“ oils, and contrary to holy fcripture; and that 
“ Prefbytery, Anabaptifm, Quakerifm, Indepen- 
“ dency, Muggletonianifm, Brownifm, Famililm/' 
or any other fubdivided feft among us, fhould be 
eftablifhcd hi its place: without queftion all peace¬ 
able fubjecls Ought pafTively to fubmit; and the 
predominant feet mull become the religion efta- 
blifhed ; the public maintaining no other teachers, 
nor admitting any perfons of a different religious 
profefficn into civil offices, at leait it their inten¬ 
tion be to pt eferve the nation in peace. 

Suppofmg then, that the prefent fyftem of reli¬ 
gion were abolifhed: and Prefbytery, which I find 
ltands the faireft, with its fynods and claffes, and 
all its forms and ceremonies effcntial or circum- 
ftantial, were erected into the national worlliip : 
their teachers, and no others, could have any 
legal claim to be tranlported at the public charge, 
whether by ftipends or tithes ; and only the reft of 
the fame faith to be capable of civil employments. 

If there be any true reafoning in what 1 have 
laid down, it Ihould feem, that the project now in 
agitation for repealing the teft-act, and yet leaving 
the name of an eftablifhment to the prefent nation¬ 
al church, is altogether inconfiftent; and may ad¬ 
mit of confequences, which thofe who are the moft 
indifferent to any religion at all, are poffibly not a- 
ivare of. 

I prefume whenever the teft fliall be repealed, 
which obliges all men who enter into office under 
the crown, to receive the facrament according to 
the rites of the church of Ireland; the way to em¬ 
ployments will immediately be left open to all Dif* 
fenters, (except Papifts); whofe confciences can 
fuller them to take the common oaths in iuch cafes 
preferibed ; after which, they are qualified to fill 
any lay-ftation in this kingdom, from that of chief 
governor to an excifeman. 


Thus, 
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Thus, of the three judges on each bench the firft 
may be a Prefbyterian, the fecond a free-will Bap- 
tift, and the third a Churchman ; the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor may be an Independent; the revenues may 
be managed by feven commiffioners of as many 
different lefts; and the like of all other employ¬ 
ments : not to mention the ftrong probability, that 
the lawfulnefs of taking oaths may be revealed to 
the Quakers, who then will ftand upon as good a 
foot for preferment, as any other loyal iubjefts. 

It is obvious to imagine, under iuch a motlev ad- 
miniftration of affairs, what a clafhing there "ill 
be of intereft and inclinations ; what pullings and 
hawlings backwards and forwards ; what a zeai 
and bias in each religionift to advance lus own tribe, 
and deprefs the others. For I fuppofe nothing 
will be readier granted, than that how indifferent 
foever molt men are in faith and morals, yet, whe¬ 
ther out of artifice, natural complexion, or love ot 
contradiction, none are more obftinate in main¬ 
taining their own opinions, and worrying all 
who differ from them, than thofe who publicly 
lliew the leaft ienfc either of religion or common 

honeftv. „ „ . 

As to the latter, Biiliop Burnet tells us, that 
the Prefbvterians, in the fanatic times, profeffed 
themfelves to be above mortality ; which as we find 
in fome of their writings, was numbered among 
the beggarly elements : And accordingly, at this 
dav, no fcruples of confcience, with regard to con¬ 
formity, are, in any trade or calling, inconfiftent 
with the greateft fraud, oppreffion, perjury, or any 

other vice. . 

This brings to my memory a paflage in JMon- 
raigne, of a common proftitute, who, in the ff 01m- 
ing of town, when a foldier came up to her cham¬ 
ber, and offered violence to her chaftity, rather 
cliole to venture her neck, by leaping out ot toe 
window, than fuffer a rape; yet full continued hei 
B b % « 
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trade of lewdnefs, while lhe had any cuftomers 
left. 

I confefs, that, in my private judgment, an un¬ 
limited permiflion of all fe£ts whatioever (except 
Papifts) to enjoy employments would be lels per¬ 
nicious to the public, than a fair ftruggle between 
two contenders; becaufe, in the former cafe, fuch 
a jumble of principles might poffibly have the eftedf 
of contrary poifons mingled together which a ftrong 
conftitution might perhaps be able for fome time 
to furvive. 

But however I Hi all take the other and more 
probable fuppolition, that this battle for employ¬ 
ments is to be fought only between the Prelbyteri- 
ans, and thofe of the church yet eftablilhed. I 
fliall not enter into the merits of cither fide 
by examining, which of the two is the bet¬ 
ter fpiritual oeconomy, or which is molt fuit- 
ed to our civil conftitution ; but the queftion 
turns upon this point ; when the Prefbyte- 
rians fhall have got their fhare of employments, 
(which muft be one full half, or elfe they cannot 
look upon themfelves as fairly dealt with), I alk, 
whether they ought not, by their own principles, 
and by the ftri&eft rules of confcience, to ufe the 
utmoft of their fkill, power, and influence, in or¬ 
der to reduce the whole kingdom to an uniformity 
in religion, both as to doctrine and difeipline molt 
agreeable to the word of God. Wherein, if they 
can fucceed without blood, (as under the prefent 
difpolition of things is is very poffible they may), it 
is to be hoped they will at la ft be fatisfied : only I 
would warn them of a few difficulties. The firft is, 
of compromiiing among themfelves that important 
controverfy about the old light and the nrw ; which 
otherwife may, after this eftablilliment, fplit them 
as wide as Papift and Proteftant, Whig and Tory, 
or Churchman and Diflenter; and confequently 
he work will be to begin again ; for in religious 

quarrels 
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quarrels it is of little moment, how few 01 finall 
the differences are; especially when the dispute is 
only about power. Thus the zealous Prefbyterians 
of the North are more alienated from the eilabliihed 
clergy, than from the Romifli priefts; taxing the 
former with idolatrous worlliip, as difguifed Pa- 
pifts, Ceremony-mongers., and many other terms 
of art; and this for a very powerful reafon; be- 
caufe the clergy ftand in their way, which the Po- 
piih priefts do not. Thus I am allured that the 
quarrel between old and new light men is managed 
with more rage and rancour, than any other dis¬ 
pute of the higheft importance; and this, becauie 
it ferves to leffen or increafe their feveral congre¬ 
gations, from whom they receive their contribu¬ 
tions. 

Another difficulty, which may embarrafs the 
Prefbyterians after their cftablilliment, will be, how 
to adjuft their claim of the kirk’s independency on 
the civil power, with the conftitution of this mo¬ 
narchy : a point fo delicate, that it hath often fil¬ 
led the heads of great patriots with dangerous 
notions of the church-clergy without the lealf 
ground of iufpicion. 

^ As to the Prefbyterians allowing liberty of con- 
h ience to thofe of Epifcopal principles, when their 
own kirk (hall be predominant; their writers are fo 
univerfally agreed in the negative, as well as their 
practice during Oliver Cromweli s reign, that I be¬ 
lieve no reafonable churchman (who muft then be 
a DilTenter) will expect it. 

I iliall here take notice, that in the divifion of 
employments among the Prefbyterians after this 
approaching repeal of the teft-act, fuppofing them 
in proper time to have an equal fhare, the odds 
will be three or four to one on their fide in any 
farther fcheine they may have towards making their 
religion national. Fox* I reckon all thole gentle¬ 
men feat over from England, whatever religion 
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they profefs, or have been educated in, to be of: 
that party : iince it is no mark ot prudence foi any 
perfons to oppofe *he current of a nation, ■where 
they are in fonie fort only fojourners ; unlefs they 
have it in direction. 

If there be anv maxim in politics not to be con¬ 
trolled, it mu ft be the following : that thole whole 
private intereft is united with the intereft of their 
country, fuppofing them to be of equal undei*- 
ftanding with the reft of their neighbours, will 
heartily wiih, that the nation iliould thrive. Out 
of theie are indubitably excepted all perfons who 
are fent from another kingdom to be employed in 
places of profit or power ; becaufe they cannot 
poftibly bear any affection to the place where they 
fojourn, even for life; their foie bufmefs being to 
ad vance themfelves by following the advice of their 
principals . I except likewile thole perfons who 
are taken into oftices, although natives of the land ; 
becaufe they are greater gainers while they keep 
their oftices, than they could poftibly be by mend¬ 
ing the milerable condition of their country. 

I except, thirdly , ail hopcis, who, by balancing 
accounts with themfelves turn the fcale on the 
fame fide; becaufe the ftrong expectation of a 
good certain falary will outweigh the lols by.bad 
rents received out of lands in moneylefs times. 

If my Lords the Bilhops, who, 1 hear, are now 
employed in a Iclieme for regulating the conduct 
and maintenance of the inferior clergy, Hull, in 
their wiftiom ad piety, and love of the church, con 
fent to this repeal or the teft, I have not the leaft 
doubt, that the whole reverend body will chearful- 
]y fubmit to their fpirituai fathers ; of whofe pa¬ 
ternal tendernefs for their welfare tliey have al¬ 
ready found fo many amazing inftances. 

I am not therefore under the leaft coneern about 
the clergy on this account. They will (for iome 
time) be no great fufterers by this repeal; becaule 
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I cannot recollect among all our feces any one that 
giveth latitude enough to take the oaths required 
at an inftitution to a church-living; and until that 
bar fhfdl be removed, the prefent Epifcopal clergy 
are fafe for two years, Although it may be fome- 
what unequal, that in the northern parts, wlieie 
there may : be three Diffenters to one churchman, 
the whole revenue lhall be ingrofled by him who 
hath fo fmall a part of the cure. 

It is true indeed, that this difadvantage which 
the Diffenters at preient lie under, of a clifability 
to receive church-preferments will be eaiily leme- 
died bv the repeal of the teft. lor the Diftenting 
teachers arc under no incapacity of accepting civil 
and military employments ; wherein they agree per¬ 
fectly with the Popilh clergy ; among whom great 
cardinals and prelates have been commanders of 
armies, chief minifters, knights of many orders, 
ambaffadors, fecretaries of Rate, and in moft high 
offices under the crown ; although they affert the 
indelible character, which no fectaries among us 
did ever affume. But that many, both Prefbyte- 
rians and Independents, commanders as well as 
private foldiers, were profeffed preachers in the 
time of their dominion, is allowed by all. Cromweii 
himfelf was a preacher; and hath left us one or 
his fermons in print, exactly in the iame ftyle and 
manner with thole of our modern Prefbyterian 
teachers : fo was Colonel Howard, Sir George 
Downing, and feveral others, whole names are on 
record. I can therefore fee no reafon why a pain¬ 
ful Prefbyterian teacher, as focn as the tell ffiall 
be repealed, may not be privileged to hold along 
with the fpiritual office and ftipend a commiffion 
in the army or the civil lift in commendnm : for, as 
I take it, the church ol England is the only body 
of Chriftians, which in effect difqualihes thole who 
are employed to preach its doctrine, from lharing 
in the civil power, farther than as fenators; yet 
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this was a privilege begun in times of Popery, many 
hundred years before the reformation, and woven 
with the very inltitution of our limited monarchy. 

There is indeed another method, whereby the 
flipends of diflenting teachers may be railed, and 
the farmer much relieved ; if it fhould be thought 
proper to reward a people fo deferring, and fo loy¬ 
al by their principles. Every bifhop, upon the va¬ 
cancy of a church-living, can fequefler the profits 
for the ufe of the next incumbent. Upon a lapfe 
of half a year, the donation falls to the archbiihop, 
and after a full year to the crown during pleafure. 
Therefore it would be no hardfhip for any clergyman 
alive, if (in thofe parts of Ireland, where the num 
ber of fedtaries much exceeds that of the conform- 
ifts) the profits, when fequeftered, might be ap¬ 
plied to the fupport of the diflenting teacher, who 
hath fo many fouls to take care of: whereby the 
poor tenants would be much relieved in thofe hard 
times, and in a better condition to pay their rents. 

But there is another difficulty in this matter, a* 
gainfl which a remedy doth not fo readily occur. 
For fuppofing the teft-adl repealed, and the Dilfen- 
ters in confequence fully qualified for all lecular 
employments ; the quefiion may fiill be put, whe¬ 
ther thofe of Ireland will be often the perfons on 
whom they fliall be bellowed ; becaufe it is ima¬ 
gined, that there may be * another feminary in 
view, more numerous and more needy, as well as 
more meriting, and more eafily contented with fuch 
low offices ; which fome nearer neighbours hardly 
think it worth (lin ing from the chimney-fides to 
obtain. And, I am told, it is the common pradlice 
of thofe who are (killed in the management of bees, 
that when they fee a foreign fwarm at fome diftance, 
approaching with an intention to plunder their 
hives, thefe artifls have a trick to divert them into 
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feme neighbouring apiary, there to make what ha- 
vock they pleaie. ThisT fliould not have hinted, 
if I had not known it already to have gotten ground 
in many fufpecting heads; for it is the peculiar ta¬ 
lent of’this nation to fee dangers afar off: to all 
which I can only fay, that our native Prefbyterians 
muff by pains and induffry raife fuchafund of me¬ 
rit, as will anfwer to a birth lix degrees more to the 
north. If they cannot arrive at this perfeftion, as 
feveral of the eltabliihed church have compaffed by 
indefatigable pains, I do not fee well how their af¬ 
fairs will much mend by repealing the teft : for to 
be qualified bv law to accept an employment, and 
yet to be difqualified in fact, as it will much increafe 
the mortification, fo it will withdraw the pity of 
many among their wellwifhers, and utterly deprive 
them of that merit they have fo long made, of be¬ 
ing a loyal, true Proteftant people, perfecuted only 
for religion. 

If this happen to be their cafe, they mult wait 
maturity of time; until they can by prudent, gentle 
Iteps, make their faith become the religion efta- 
bliihed in the nation ; after which, I do not in the 
lead doubt, that they will take the moft effeaual 
methods to fecure their power againft thofe who 
muft then be Diffenters in their turn; whereof, if 
we may form a future opinion from prefent times, 
and the difpofitions of DilTenters, who love to make 
a thorough reformation, the number and qualities 
will be very inconfiderable. * 

Thus I "have, with the utmoft fincerity, after 
long thinking, given my judgment upon this ai aJu- 
ous affair; but with the utmolt deference and lub- 
miffion to public wifdom and power. 


Vol.IV. 
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(QUERIES relating to the Sacramen¬ 
tal Test. 


Written in the year 1732. 

Query, ^[TTTIetber hatred and violence be- 
W tween parties in a ftate be not 
more inflamed by different views of intereft, than 
by the greater or leffer differences between them ei¬ 
ther in religion or government ? 

Whether it be any part of the queftion at this 
time, Which of the two religions is worfe, Popery 
or Fanaticifm; or not rather, Which of the two 
(having both the fame good will) is in the hopeful- 
lcff condition to ruin the church ? 

Whether the fe&aries, whenever they come to 
prevail, will not ruin the church as infallibly and 
effedlually as the Papiffs f 

Whether the prevailing fectaries could allow li¬ 
berty of confcience to Diflenters without belying all 
their former pra&ice, and almoft all their former 
writings ? 

Whether many hundred thoufand Scotch Pref- 
byterians are not full as virulent againft the Epifco- 
pal church, as they are againft the Papifts ; or as 
they would have us think the Papifts are againft 
them ? 

Whether the Dutch, who are moft diftinguifhed. 
for allowing liberty of confcience, do ever admit 
any perfons, who profefs a different fcheme of wor- 
fhip from their own into civil employments, altho* 

they 
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they may may be forced by the nature of their go- 
ment to receive mercenary troops of all religions ? 

Whether die DilTenters ever pretended, until of 
1 -ite years, to delire more than a bare tolei ation ? 

Whether, if it be true, what a forry pamphle¬ 
teer afferts, who lately writ for the teft, that die 
DilTenters in this kingdom are equally numerous 
with the churchmen, it would not be a neceffary 
point of prudence by all proper and lawful means to 
prevent their further increale ? 

The great argument given by thofe whom they 
call low churchmen, to juftify the large tolerations 
allowed to Diffenters hath been, that by fuch in¬ 
dulgences the rancour of thofe fectaries would gia- 
duadly wear off, many of them would come over to 
us, and their parties in a little time crumble to no- 

<hl ^erv. Whether if what the above pamphleteer 
afferts, that the fettaries are equal in numbers with 
confonnilts be true, it doth not clearly follow, that 
thofe repeated tolerations have operated, directly 
contrary to what thofe low-church politicians pie- 
tended to forefee and expect i 

Whether any clergyman, however dignified or 
diltinguifhed, if he think his own profeffion molt 
agreeable to holy feripture and the primitive church, 
can really wifli in his heart, that all feftaries fliould 
he upon an equal foot with the churchmen in the 
point of civil power and employments ? 

Whether Epifcopacy, which is held by the cfiurch 
to be a divine and apoftolical inftitudon, be not a 
fundamental point of religion, particularly in that 
effential one of conferring holy orders ? 

Whether, by neccffary confequences, the leveral 
exoedients among the lettaries to conftitute their 
teachers are not abfolutelv null and void ? 

Whether the fettaries will ever agree to accept 

ordination only from bifhops ? 

C c 2 Whether 
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Whether the bifhops and clergy will be content 
to give up Epifcopacy, as a point indifferent, with¬ 
out which the church can well fubftft ? 

Whether that great tendernefs towards fectaries, 
which nowfo much prevails, be chiefly owing to the 
fears of Popery, or to that fpirit of Atheifm, De- 
ifm, Scepticifm, and univerfal immorality, which 
all good men fo much lament ? 

Granting Popery to have many more errors in 
religion than any one branch of the fe&aries, let 
us examine the actions of both, as they have each 
affected the peace of thefe kingdoms, with allow¬ 
ance for the ihort time which the fectaries had to act 
in, who are in a manner but of yefterday. The Pa- 
pilts in the time of King James II. uled all endea¬ 
vours to eftablilh their Tup er ft it ion, wherein they 
failed by the united power of Englilh church Prote- 
ftants with the Prince of Orange’s afiiltance. But 
it cannot be afferted, that thefe bigotted Papifts had 
the leaft defign to oppofe or murder their King, 
much lefs to abolilh kingly government; nor was it 
their intereft or inclination to attempt either. 

On the other fide, the Puritans, who had almoft 
from the beginning of Queen Elifabeth’s reign been 
a perpetual thorn in the church’s fide, joining with 
the Scotch enthufiafts in the time of King Charles I. 
were the principal caufe of the Irifh rebellion and 
maffacre, by diftrefiing that prince, and making it 
impoflible for him to fend over timely fuccours. 
And after that pious prince had fatislied 4 his parlia¬ 
ment in every fingle point to be complained of, the 
fame fectaries, by poifoning the minds and affec¬ 
tions of the people with the molt falfe and wicked 
reprefentations of their King, were able, in the 
compafs of few years, to embroil the three nations 
in a bloody rebellion at the expenfe of many thou- 
fand lives ; to turn the kingly power into anarchy ; 
to murder their prince in the face of the world, and 

(in 
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(in their own ftyle) to deftroy the church root and 
branch. 

The account therefore ftands thus : The Papifts 
aimed at one pernicious a<ft, which was to deftroy 
the Proteftant religion; wherein by God’s mercy, 
and the afliftance of our glorious King William, 
they abfolutely failed. The fe&aries attempted the 
three moft infernal attions that could poflibly enter 
into the hearts of men forfaken by God; which 
W'ere, the murder of a moft pious king, the de- 
ftruftion of the monarchy, and the extirpation of 
the church; and lucceeded in them all. 

Upon which I put the following queries : Whe¬ 
ther any of thofe fe&aries have ever yet in a folemn 
public manner renounced any one of thole prin¬ 
ciples upon which their predeceflors then a<fted ? 

Whether, confidering the cruel perfecutions of 
the Epifcopal church during the courfe of that hor¬ 
rid rebellion, and the confequences of it until the 
happy reftoration, it is not manifeft, that the per- 
fecuting fpirit lies fo equally divided between the Pa¬ 
pifts and the fe&aries, that a feather would turn the 
balance on either fide ? 

And therefore, laftly, Whether any perfon of 
common underftanding, who profeffeth himfelf a 
member of the church eftablifhed, although perhaps 
with little inward regard to any religion, (which is 
too often the cafe), if he loves the peace and well- 
fare of his country, can after cool inking rejoice 
to fee a power placed again in the h :>ds of fo reft- 
lefs, fo ambitious, and fo mercilels a fadlien, to 
act over all the lame parts a fecond time ? 

Whether the candour of that exprclfion fo fre¬ 
quent of late in fermons and pamphlets, of the 
Jircngtb and number of the Papifts in Ireland , can 
be jultined ? for as to their number, however great, 
it is always magnified in proportion to the zeal or 
politics of the fpeaker and writer; but it is a grofs 
impoiition upon common realon to terrify us with 

• ' their 
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their ftrength. For Popery, under the circum- 
ftances it lies in this kingdo r, although it be offen- 
five and inconvenient enough from the confequen* 
ces it hath to increafe the rapine, floth, and igno¬ 
rance, as well as poverty of the natives, is not pro¬ 
per!)' dangerous in that fenfe, as fome would have 
us take it; becaufe it is univerfaily hated by e- 
very party of a different religious profeffion. It is 
the contempt of the wife ; the beft topic for cla¬ 
mours of defigning men ; but the real error only of 
fools. The landed Popifh intereft in England far 
exceeds that among us, even in proportion to the 
wealth and extent of each kingdom. The little 
that remains here is daily dropping into Proteltant 
hands by purchafe or defeent : and that affected 
complaint of counterfeit converts will fall with the 
caule of it in half a generation, unlefs it be raifed 
or kept alive as a continual fund of merit and elo¬ 
quence. The Papifts are wholly cli 1'armed : they 
have neither courage, leaders, money, or inclina¬ 
tions, to rebel: they want every advantage which 
they formerly pofieffed, to follow that trade ; and 
wherein even with thofe advantages they always 
mifearried : they appear very eafy and fatisfied un¬ 
der that connivance, which they enjoyed during the 
whole lafi: reign ; nor ever fcrupled to reproach an¬ 
other party, under which they pretend to have fuf- 
fered fo much feverity. 

Upon thefe coniidcrations, I mud: confefs to 
have fulpended much of my pity towards the great 
dreaders of Popery ; many of whom appear to be 
hale, ftrong, adtive, young men ; who, as I am 
told, eat, drink, and fleep heartily; and are very 
chearful (as they have exceeding good reafon) up¬ 
on all other fubjecls. However, I cannot too 
much commend the generous concern which our 
neighbours, and others who come from the lame 
neighbourhood, are fo kind to exprels for us upon 
this account; although the fonjier be farther re¬ 
moved 
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moved from the danger of Popery by twenty 
leagues of falt-water: but this, I fear, is a digrel- 
fion. 

When an artificial report was raifed here many 
years ago, of an intended invafion by the pretend¬ 
er, (which blew over after it had done its office), 
the Diffenters argued in their talk and in their pam¬ 
phlets after this manner, applying themfelves to 
thole of the church: Gentlemen, if the pretender 
had landed, as the law now ftands, we durft not 
affift you; and therefore, unlefs you take off the 
Tefi, whenever you fhall happen to be invaded in 
earned:, if we are delired to take up arms in your 
defence, our anfwer fhall be, Pray, Gentlemen, 
fight your own battles ; we will lie by quietly; con¬ 
quer your enemies by yourfelves, if you can; we 
will not do your drudgery. This way of reafoning 
I have heard from feveral of their chiefs and abet¬ 
tors in an hundred converfations ; and have read 
it in twenty pamphlets : and I am confident it will 
be offered again, if the projeCfc fhould fail to take 
off the tefi:. 

Upon which piece of oratory and reafoning I 
form the following query. Whether, in cafe of an 
invafion from the Pretender, (which is not quite fo 
probable as from the Grand Signior) the Diffent- 
ers can with prudence and fafety offer the fame 
plea ; ex c: - they fhall have made a previous fti- 
pulation with the invaders? And whether the full 
freedom of their religion and trade, their lives, 
properties, wives, and children, are not, and have 
not always been reckoned, fufficient motives for 
repelling invaiions ; efpecially in our feCtaries, who 
call themfelves the trueft Protefiants, by virtue of 
their pretended or real fiercenel's againft Popery ? 

Whether omitting or neglecting to celebrate the 
day of the martyrdom of the bleiied K. Charles I. 
injoined by aCt of parliament, can be juitly reckon¬ 
ed 
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ed a particular and diftinguifliing mark of good af- 
feilion to the prelent government. 

Whether in thofe churches where the faid day i? 
obferved, it will fully anfwer the intent of the faid 
act, if the preacher fhall commend, excufe, pal¬ 
liate, or extenuate, the murder of that royal mar¬ 
tyr ; and place the guilt of that horrid rebellion, 
with all its confequences, the following ufurpa- 
tions, the entire deftruftion of the church, the 
cruel and continual perfecutions of thofe who could 
be difcovered to profefs its doilrines, with the en- 
fuing Babel of Fanaticifm, to the account of that 
bleiied King, who, by granting the petition of 
right, and palling every bill that could be alked 
for the fecurity of the fubjeil, had, by the confef- 
fion of thofe wicked men before the war began, left 
them nothing more to demand ? 

Whether luch a preacher as I have named, 
(whereof there have been more than one, not ma¬ 
ny years pall, even in the prefence of viceroys), 
who takes that courfe as a means for promotion, 
may not be thought to Rep a little out of the com¬ 
mon road in a monarchy where the defcendents 
of that moll blefled martyr have reigned to this 
day ? 

I ground the reafon of making thefe queries on 
the title of the ail; to which I refer the reader. 


REA- 
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REASONS humbly offered to the Parlia¬ 
ment of Ireland, for repealing the SA¬ 
CRAMENTAL TEST, in favour of the 
Catholics *. 

Written in the year 1732. 


TT is well known, that the fir ft conquerors of 
this kingdom were Englifh Catholics, fubjects to 
Englilh Catholic kings, from whom by their valour 
and luccefs they obtained large portions of land, 

given 


* In the years 1732 and 1733, an at t em P t was made for repealing 
the te:r-a£t in Ireland, introductory of a like attempt in England. The 
various arguments for it were anfwered in every fhape ; but no way 
more effectually, than by examining what pretence the Prefbyterians 
had to lharc in all the privileges of government, either from theirown 
principles and behaviour, or compared with thole of other fedtaries* 
Under the former head they were fully filenced by our author, in 
cc The Prelbyterians plea of merit impartially examined” [above, p* 
172]. They are now put in the balance with Papifts, whom although 
they have l'ometimes ftvled their brethren in adverfity, yet, when 
placed ia competition, they will hate as brethren likewife. But let 
them here difpute the preference, and then put in their claim to be a 
part of the edabl.lhment. Dub edit. 1735. 

The author having before examined the Prelbyterians plea of me¬ 
rit, with refped to their own principles and practices, has in this tr2& 
put them in the balance againft Papifts. 

This traft is written under the affumed chara&er of a Roman Ca¬ 
tholic 5 by which means the au'hor attacks his adverfaries with a 
grear advantage. He freely acknowledges the feveral atrocious crimes 
of the Papifts 5 but at the fame time palliates them Ikilfullv, that, 
from that ve^y acknowledgment, he enables himfelf to aim the hea¬ 
vier blows at' PrelbyteiianS. A paragraph extracted frem the pam¬ 
phlet, will examplify my meaning. [Here the particular paffage is 
cuoted, beginning thus, “ Wc allow the Caihclics to be brethren of 
‘ Vol. IV. V d the 
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given them as a reward for their many vi&ories 
over the Irifh : to which merit our brethren the 
difienters of any denomination wliatfoever have 
not the lea# pretenlions. 

It is confefl'ed, that the pofterity of thofe fir ft 
victorious Catholics were often forced to rile in 
their own defence again# new colonies from Eng¬ 
land, who treated them like mere native Irifh with 
innumerable oppreffions, depriving them of their 
lands, and driving them by force of arms into the 
mo# defolate parts of the kingdom; till in the 
next generation the children of thefe tyrants were 
ufed in the fame manner by new Englilh adven¬ 
turers, which practice continued for many centu¬ 
ries. But it is agreed on all hands, that no infur- 
reckions were ever made, except after great oppref¬ 
fions by frefh invaders. Whereas all the rebellions 
of Puritans, Prefbyterians, Independents, and o- 
ther iectaries, conftantly began before any provoca¬ 
tions were given, except that they were not fuffered 
to change the government in church and ftate, and 
lcize both into their own hands; which however 
at la# they did with the murder of their king, and 
of many thoufands of his be# fubjefts. 

The Catholics were always defenders of monar¬ 
chy, as conftituted in thefe kingdoms ; whereas 
our brethren the Difienters were always republicans 
both in principle and practice. 

It is well known, that all the Catholics of thefe 
kingdoms, both priefts and laity, are true Whigs, 
in the be# and mo# proper fenle of the word ; 
bearing as well in their hearts, as in their outward 
profellion, an entire loyalty to the Pkoyal Houle of 
Hanover, in the perfon and pofterity of George II. 

the DifkntciV’ &e. f>. 213. /. 36. ending p. 214 /. 23.]--The greatefl 
art, a;:d ti e keentft ftrokes of irony, difplay themfclves throughout 
the whole com^efrion: and the conclufion of it is drawn up with a 
mixture of ferious and ironical arguments that fccgi to defy all kinds 
of refutation. Orery. 

again# 
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againft the pretender and all his adherents. To 
which they think themfelves bound in gratitude ns 
well as confcience, by the lenity wherewith they 
have been treated ftnee the death of Queen Anne, 
fo different from what they fullered in the four laft 
years of that princefs, during the adminiftratiop of 
that wicked minifter the Kaid of Oxford. 

The Catholics of this kingdom humbly hope, 
that they have at leaf!: as fair a title as any of then- 
brother DiiTenters to the appellation of Proteftants. 
They have always protefted againft the felling, de¬ 
throning, or murdering their kings ; againft the 
ufurpations and avarice of the court of Rome j 
againft Deifm, Atheifm, Socinianifm, Quakcrifm, 
Muggletonianifm, Fanaticifm, Brownifm, as well 
as againft all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics. 
Whereas the title of Proteftants alTumed by the 
whole herd of DiiTenters (except ourfelves) depend - 
eth entirely upon their protefting againft archbi- 
fhops, bilhops, deans, and chapters, with their re¬ 
venues ; and the whole hierarchy; which are the 
very expreftions ufed in the Solemn League apd 
Covenant *, where the word Popery is only men 
tioned ad invidiam ; becaufe the Catholics agree 
with the Epifcopal church in thofe fundamentals. 

Although the Catholics cannot deny, that in the 
great rebellion againft King Charles I. more foldi- 
ers of their religion were in the parliament-army 
than in his Majefty’s troops ; and that many Jefuits 
and Friers went about in the difguife of Prefbyte- 
rian and Independent minifters to preach up rebel¬ 
lion, as the beft hiftojrians of thofe times inform 


* A foleran league and covenant entered into between the Scots 
?nd F.nglifh fanatics in the rebellion againft King Charles I. 1643, 
by which they folemnlv engaged among other, things, “ to endea¬ 
vour the extirpation of* Prelacy, that is, ehurch-goverrment by arch¬ 
bishops, bithops, deans, archdeans, and all o.hcr Epifcopal ofticeri 
depending on that hierarchy.” 
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us; yet the bulk of Catholics in both kingdoms 
preferved their loyalty entire. 

The Catholics have fome reafon to think it a lit* 
tie hard, when their enemies will not pleafe to di- 
ftinguilh between the rebellious riot committed by 
that brutal ruffian Sir Phelim O Neal, with his tu¬ 
multuous crew of rabble, and the forces railed af¬ 
terwards by the Catholic lords and gentlemen of 
the Englilh pale in defence of the King, after the 
Englilh rebellion began. It is well known, that 
liis Majefly’s affairs were in great diftradlion fome 
time before, by an invafion of the covenanting, 
Scottifh, kirk rebels, and by the bafe terms the 
King was forced to accept, that they might be kept 
in quiet at a jundhire when he was every hour 
threatened at home by that fanatic party, which 
foon after fet all in a flame. And if the Catholic 
army in Ireland fought for their King again ft the 
forces fent over by the parliament, then in a£lual 
rebellion againft him, what perfon of loyal princi¬ 
ples can be fo partial, to deny that they did their 
duty by joining with the Marquis of Ormond and 
other commanders, who bore their commiffions 
from the King ? for which great numbers of them 
loft their lives, and forfeited their eftates; a great 
part of the latter being now poffeffed by many de¬ 
pendents from thofe very men, who had drawn 
their fwords in the fervicc of that rebellious parlia¬ 
ment which cut off his head, and deftroyed mo¬ 
narchy And what is more amazing, although the 
fame perfons, when the Irifli were entirely fubdued, 
continued in power under the rump, were chief 
confidents, and faithful fubje&s to Cromwell, yet 
being wife enough to forefee a reftoration, they 
feized the forts and cafiles here out of the hands 
of their old brethren in rebellion, for the fervice 
of the King ; juft faving the tide, and putting in a 
flock of merit fufficient not only to preferve the 
i^nd which the Catholics loft by their loyalty, but 

like wife 
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like wife to preferve their civil and military employ¬ 
ments, or be higher advanced. 

Thofe infurreclions wherewith the Catholics are 
charged, from the beginning of the ieventeenth 
century to the great Englilh rebellion, were occa- 
lioned by many oppreihons they lay under. They 
had no intention to introduce a new religion, but 
to enjoy the liberty of preferring the old; the very 
fame which their ancestors profefled from the time 
that Chriftianity was firit introduced into this 
ifland, which was by Catholics ; but whether min¬ 
gled with corruptions, as fome pretend, doth not 
belong to the queftion. They had no deftgn to 
change the government ; they never attempted 
to light againft, to imprifon, to betray, to le 11, 
to bring to a trial, or to murder their king. The 
fchifmatics a&ed by a fpirit direttly contrary ; 
they united in a folemn league and covenant to al¬ 
ter the whole fyftem of fprritual government efta- 
blilhed in all Chriftian nations, and of apoftolic in- 
ftitution ; concluding the tragedy with the murder 
of the King in cold blood, and upon mature deli¬ 
beration ; at the fame time changing the monarchy 
into a commonwealth. 

The Catholics of Ireland, in the great rebellion, 
loft their eftates for fighting in defence of their 
King. The fchifmatics, who cut off the father’s 
head, forced the fon to fly for his life, and over¬ 
turned the whole ancient frame of government, re¬ 
ligious and civil; obtained grants of thofe very eftates 
which the Catholics loft in defence of the ancient 
conftitution, many of which eftates are at this day 
poflefled by the pofterity of thofe fchifmatics : and 
thus they gained by their rebellion, what the Ca¬ 
tholics loft by their loyalty. 

We allow the Catholics to be brethren of the 
Diflenters ; fome people indeed (which we cannot 
allow) would have them to be our children, becaufe 
jve both diiTent from the church eftabbfhed, and 

both 
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both agree in abolifhing this pcrfecuting facramen- 
tal teft ; by which negative dii'couragement we are 
both rendered incapable of civil and military em¬ 
ployments. However we cannot but wonder at the 
bold familiarity of thefe lchilVnatics, in calling the 
members of the national church their brethren and 
fellow Proteftants. It is true, that all thefe fe&s 
(except the Catholics) are brethren to each other 
in faction, ignorance, iniquity, perverfenefs, pride, 
and (if we except the Quakers) in rebellion. But 
how the churchmen can be ftyled their fellow Pro- 
teftant, we cannot comprehend : becaufe, when 
the whole Babel of fe&aries joined againft the 
church, the King, and the nobiiity for twentyyears 
in a Match at foot-ball, where the proverb 
exprefsly tells us, that all are fellows; while the 
three kingdoms were toiled to and fro, the church¬ 
es, and cities, and royal palaces fhattered to pieces 
by their balls, their buffets, and their kicks; the 
vi&ors would allow no more fellows at foot- 
33 all ; but murdered, fequeftered, plundered, de¬ 
prived, banifhed to the plantations, or inflaved, all 
their oppofers who had loft the game. 

It is laid the world is governed by opinion ; and 
politicians aflure up, that all power is founded 
thereupon. Wherefore, as all human creatures 
are fond ro diffraction of their own opinions, and 
fo much the more, as thofc opinions are abiurd, 
ridiculous, or of little moment; it irmft follow, 
that they are equally fond of power. But no opi¬ 
nions are maintained with fo much obftinacy as 
thole in religion, efpecirdly by fuch zealots, who 
never bore the leaf: regard to religion, confciencc, 
honour, juftice, truth, mercy, or common mora¬ 
lity, farther than in outward appearance, under the 
maik or hypocrify, to promote their diabolical dc- 
figns. And therefore Bifhop Burnet, one of their 
oracles, tells us honeftlv, that the faints of thofe fa¬ 
natic rimes pronounced themfelves above morality; 

which 
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which they reckoned among beggarly elements ; 
but the meaning of the two laft words thus ap¬ 
plied we confefs to be above our underftanding. 

Among thofe kingdoms and ftates which firft 
embraced the reformation, England appears to have 
received it in the moft regular way ; where it was 
introduced in a peaceable manner, by the fupreme 
power of a King * and the three eftates in parlia¬ 
ment ; to which, as the higheft legiflative authori¬ 
ty, all fubje£ts are bound paffively to fubmit. Nei¬ 
ther w r as there much blood-fhed on fo great a 
change of religion. But a conliderable number of 
Lords, and other perlons of quality through the 
kingdom, ftill continued in their old faith, and 
were, notwithstanding their difference in religion, 
employed in offices civil as well as military, more 
or lefs in every reign, until the teft-a<ff in the time 
of King Charles II. However, from the time of 
the reformation, the number of Catholics gradu¬ 
ally and confiderably leflened. So that in the reign 
of" King Charles I. England became in a great de¬ 
gree a Proteftant kingdom, without taking the fec- 
taries into the number ; the legality whereof, with 
refpect to human laws, the C itholics never difput- 
ed ; but the Puritans, and other ichifmatics, with¬ 
out the leaft pretence to any fuch authority, by an 
open rebellion deftroyed that legal reformation, as 
we obferved before, murdered their King, and 
changed the monarchy into a republic. It is there¬ 
fore not to be wondered at, if the Catholics, in fuch 
a Babel of religions, chofe to adhere to their own 
faith left them by their anceftors, rather than feck 
for a better among a rabble of hypocritical, rebel¬ 
lious, deluding knaves, or deluded enthuiiaffs. 

We repeat once more, that if a national religion 
be changed by the fupreme legiflative power, we 
cannot difpute the human legality of fuch a change. 


* Henry VIJI. 


But 
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But we humbly conceive, that if any confiderable 
party of men, which differs from an eftabliihment 
either old or new, can deferve liberty of confcience, 
it ought to co nil ft of thofe who for want of con¬ 
viction, or of right underfhinding of the merits of 
eachcaufe, conceive themfelves bound in confcience 
to adhere to the religion of their anceftors; becaufe 
they are of all others the lead likely to be authors 
of innovations, either in church or date. 

On the other fide, if the reformation of religion 
be founded upon rebellion againd the king, with¬ 
out whofe confent, by the nature of our conditu- 
tion, no law can pafs ; if this reformation be in¬ 
troduced by only one of the three eftates, I mean 
the commons, and not by one half even of thofe 
commons, and this by the abidance of a rebellious 
army; again, if this reformation were carried on 
by the exclusion of nobles, both lay and fpirituai, 
(who conditute the other part of the three edates), 
by the murder of their King, and by the abolilh- 
ing the whole fydem of government; the Catholics 
cannot fee why the fucceflors of thofe fchifmaties, 
who are univerfally accufed by all parties except 
themfelves, and a few infamous abettors, for dill 
retaining the fame principles in religion and go¬ 
vernment, under which their predecedbrs acted, 
fhould pretend to a better fhare of civil or military 
trud, proiit, and power, than the Catholics, who* 
during all that period of twenty years, were conti¬ 
nually perfecuted with the utmod feverity, merely 
on account of their loyalty and condant adherence 
to kingly power. 

We now come to thofe arguments for repealing 
the facramental ted, which equally affect the Ca¬ 
tholics, and their brethren the Diffcnters. 

Firjiy We agree with our fellow-diffenters, that * 
“ perfecution merely fur confcience-l'ake is againd 

• Vid. Reasons for the repeal of the facramejital tc£. 
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“ the genius of the gofpel.” And fo likewife is 
<c any law for depriving men of their natural and 
“ civil rights, which they claim as men.” We are 
alfo ready enough to allow, that u the fmalleft ne- 
tc gative difcouragements for uniformity’s lake are 
“ fo many perfecutions.” Becaufe it cannot be de¬ 
nied, that the fcratch of a pin is in ibme degree a 
real wound, as much as a ftab through the heart. 
In like manner, an incapacity by law for any man 
to be made a judge, a colonel, or juftice of the 
peace. “ merely on a point of confcience, is a ne- 
“ gative difcouragement,” and confequently, a real 
perfecution : for in this cafe, the author of the 
pamphlet quoted in the * margin puts a very perti¬ 
nent and powerful queftion : “If God be the foie 
“ Lord of die confcience, why fhould the rights 
“ of confcience be fubject to human jurifdi&ion ?” 
Now to apply this to the Catholics : the belief of 
tranfubftantiation “ is a matter purely of religion 
“ and confcience, which doth not affedl the politi- 
€c cal intereft of fociety, as fuch: therefore, why 
“ fhould the rights of confcience, whereof God is 
“ the foie Lord, be fubjedt to human jurifdi&ion ? 
And why fhould God be deprived of this right over 
a Catholic’s confcience, any more dian over that of 
any other DiiTenter. 

And whereas another author among our brethren 
the Dillenters hath very jultly complained, that by 
this perfecuting teft-act great numbers of true Pro- 
teftants have been forced to leave the kingdom and 
fly to the plantations, rather than ftay here branded 
with an incapacity for civil and military employ¬ 
ments ; we do affirm, that the Catholics can bring 
many more inftances of the fame kind ; fome thou- 
lands of their religion having been forced by the fa- 
cramental teft to retire into other cduntries, rather 
than live here under the incapacity of ivearing 


* Vul. Re.ifons for the repeal of the facramental t:ft. 

Vol. 1 V. Ee 
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iwords, fitting in parliament, and getting that fiiarc 
of power and profit which belong to them as fel¬ 
low Chriftians, whereof they are deprived merely 
upon account of confidence, which would not al¬ 
low them to take the facrament after the manner 
prefcribed in the liturgy. Hence it clearly follows, 
in the words of the lame author f, That “ if we 
“ Catholics are incapable of employments, we are 
“ puniihed for our difient; that is, for our confci- 
“ cnee, which wholly turns upon political confi- 
“ derations.” 

The Catholics are willing to acknowledge the 
King’s fupremaev, whenever their brethren the 
Diilentcrs lliall pleafe to fhew them an example. . 

Further, the Catholics, whenever their religion 
ihali come to be the national eftablifhed faith, arc 
willing to undergo the fame teft offered by the au¬ 
thor already quoted. His words are theie: “loend 
“ this debate, by putting it upon a foot which I hope 
“ will appear to every impartial perfon a fair and 
“ equitable one : we Catholics propole, with fub- 
“ million to the proper judges, that effectual fecuri- 
“ tv be taken againft perfecution, by obliging all 
“ who are admitted into places of power and trull, 
“ whatever their religious profefiion be, in tlic 
<( mo ft fokmn manner to difclaim perfecuting 

principles.” It is hoped the public will take no¬ 
tice of thefe words; “whatever their religious 
“ profefiion be;” which plainly include the Ca¬ 
tholics ; and for which we return thanks to our dil- 
fenting brethren. 

And whereas it is objected by thofe of the efia- 
blilhed church, that if the fchifmatics and fanatics 
were once put into a capacity of pofl’efling civil and 
mi: it ary employments, they would never be at eafe, 
till they had railed their own way of worihip into 
the national religion through all his Majefty’s domi¬ 
nions, equal with the true orthodox Scottifh kirk; 

t See Rcafons agarinft the toft. 
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which, when they had once brought to pafs, they 
would no more allow liberty of confidence to Epii- 
copal diffenters, than they did in the time cf the 
great Englilh rebellion, and in the fucceeding fa¬ 
natic anarchy, till the King was re ho red. There 
is another very learned fchifmatical pamphleteeer , 
who, in anfwer to a malignant libel, called, The 
Presbyterians plea of merit , &c. clearly wipes oil 
this afpcrlion, by alluring all Epifcopal Prcteftants 
of the prefent church upon his own word, and to his 
own knowledge, that our brethren the DiiTenters 
will never offer at fuch an attempt. In like man¬ 
ner the Catholics, when legally required, will openly 
declare upon their words and honours, that as loon 
as their negative difeouragements and their perfe-. 
cution {hall be removed by repealing the facramen- 
tal teft, they will leave it entirely to the merits ot 
the caufe, whether the kingdom (hall think fit to 
make their faith the eftabliflied religion or not. 

And again, whereas our Presbyterian brethren 
in many of their pamphlets take much offence, that 
the great rebellion in England, the murder of the 
King, with the entire change of religion and go¬ 
vernment, are perpetually objedled againft them both 
in and out of feafon, by our common enemy the 
prefent Conformifts ; we do declare, in the defence 
of our faid brethren, that the reproach aforefaid 
is an old 'worn-out threadbare cant , which they always 
difdained to anfwer : and I very well remember, 
that having once told a certain Conformift, how 
much I wondered to hear him and his tribe dwel¬ 
ling perpetually on fo beaten a fubject; he was plea- 
fed to divert the difeourfe withafooliih ftory, which 
I cannot forbear telling to his difgrace. He {aid 
there was a clergyman in Yorkfhire, who for fif¬ 
teen years together preached every Sunday again If 
drunkennefs : whereat the parilhioners being m\ich 

• Vindication cf the F.oteftant DiiTenters. 
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offended, complained to the Archbifhop ; who ha¬ 
ving fent for the clergyman, and feverely repri¬ 
manded him, theminifter had no better an anfwer, 
than by confcfling the fact; adding, that all the 
parilli were drunkards; that he defired to reclaim 
them from one vice, before he would begin upon 
another; and fince they ftill continued to be as 
great drunkards as before, he refolved to go on, 
except his Grace would pleafe to forbid him. 

We are very fenfible how heavy an accufation 
lieth upon the Catholics of Ireland ; that fome years 
before King Charles JI. was reftored, when theirs 
and the King’s forces were entirely reduced, and the 
kingdom declared by the Rump to be fettled ; after 
all his Majefty’s generals were forced to lly to 
France, or other countries, the heads of the laid 
Catholics who remained here in an enflaved condi¬ 
tion, joined to fend an invitation to the Duke of 
Lorrain ; engaging, upon his appearing here with 
his forces, to deliver up the whole iiland to his 
power, and declare him their fovereign; which af¬ 
ter the reftoration was proved againll them by Dean 
Boyle, iince Primate, who produced the very ori¬ 
ginal inftrument at the board. The Catholics freely 
acknowledge the fact to be true ; and at the fame 
time appeal to all the world, whether a wifer, a 
better, a more honourable, or more juftifiable pro¬ 
ject could have been thought of. They were then re¬ 
duced to flavery and beggary by the Englifh rebels, 
many thoufands of them murdered, the reft de¬ 
prived of their effates, and driven to live on a fmall 
pittance in the wilds of Connaught; at a time when 
either the Rump or Cromwell abfolutcly govern¬ 
ed the three kingdoms. And the queftion will 
turn upon this* whether the Catholics, deprived of 
all their poffefiions, governed with a rod of iron, 
and in utter defpair of ever feeing the monarchy 
reffored, for the prefervation of which they had 
lufiered fo much, were to be blamed for calling in 
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a foreign prince of their own religion, who had a 
confiderable army to iupport them, rather than 
fubmit to io infamous an ul'urper as Cromwell, or 
fuch a bloody and ignominious conventicle as the 
Rump ? And I have often heard not only our friends 
the Diffenters, but even our common enemy the 
Conformifts, who are converfant in the hiftory of 
thofe times, freely confefs, that, confidering the 
piiferableiituation thelrilli were then in, they could 
not have thought of a braver or more virtuous at¬ 
tempt ; by which they might have been indruments of 
reftoring the lawful monarch, at lead to the reco¬ 
very of England and Scotland, from thofe betray¬ 
ers, and fellers, and murderers of his royal fa¬ 
ther. 

To conclude, whereas the lad-quoted author 
complains very heavily and fiequently of a brand 
fhat lies upon them, it is a great miftake : for the 
full original brand hath been long taken off; on- 
]v we confefs the fear will probably remain, and be 
vifible for ever to thofe who know the principles by 
which they acted, and until thofe principles fhall 
be openly renounced ; elfe it mud continue to all 
generations, like the mark fet upon Cain, which 
fome authors fay aefeended to all his poftcrity ; or 
like the Roman nofe and Audrian lip, or like the 
long bag of fleih hanging down from the gills of the 
people in Piedmont. But as for any brands fixed 
on lchifmatics for feveral years pad, they have been 
ail made with cold Iron ; like thieves who by the 
benefit of the clergy are condemned to be only burned 
in the hand ; but efcape the pain and the mark by be¬ 
ing in fee with the jailor. Which advantage the 
fchifmatical teachers will never want, who, as we 
are allured, and of which there is a very frefh in- 
dance, have the fouls, and bodies, and purfes of 
their people a hundred times more at their mercy, 
than the Catholic priefts could ever pretend to. 

Therefore, 
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Therefore, upon the whole, the Catholics do 
humbly petition (without the leal! infinuation of 
threatening), that upon this favourable jun&urc 
their incapacity for civil and military employments 
may be wholly taken off, for the very fame reafons 
(befides others more cogent) that are now offered 
by their brethren the Diffenters. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, fhall 
ever pray, <bc. 


Dublin, Nov. 1733. 


In this controveriy the author was a^ain victorious, for the te# 
was not repealed* 
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Some REASONS againft the RILL for 
fettling the tithe of Hemp, Flax, &c. 
by a modus *. 


T HE clergy did lrttle expert to have any caufe 
of complaint againft the prefent houfe of 
Commons ; who in the lal't feflions were pleaied to 
throw out a bill f fent them from the Lords, which 
that Reverend body apprehended would be very in¬ 
jurious to them, if it palled into a law; and who 
in the prefent feftlons defeated the arts and endea¬ 
vours of fchifmatics to repeal the facramenta! teft. 

For although it hath been allowed on all hands, 
that the former of thofe bills might by its neceftary 
confequences be very difpleafing to the lay gentle¬ 
men of the kingdom for many reafons purely fecu- 
lar ; and that this lait attempt for repealing the teft 
did much more aftetft at prefent the temporal inter- 
eft, than the fpiritual; yet the whole body of the 
lower clergy have, upon both thole occafions, ex- 
preffed equal gratitude to that honourable houle for 
their juftice and fteadinefs, as if the clergy alone 
were to receive the benefit. 

* Many eminent clerevmen who oppofed this fcheme applied to 
Dr. Swift to write again It it, which he readily contented to upon 
their giving him lorn hints 5 and two days art- r, the following r. a- 
fons were prcfer/.cd to Several members of parliament! which had fo 
good an eflcft that t’oe bill was dri pped. 

This pamphlet i? entirely adapted to the clergy of Ireland. But I 
• carno avoid obfervingin it, a greater fund of ealmn-fs, nor a Ids de- 
gice cf fpirit, than in many other of Swift's poli.tcal writings. Or- 

ery. . 

For the biihops to divide livings. 
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It muft needs be therefore a great addition to the 
clergy’s grief, that fuch an affembly as the prefent 
houfe of Commons fliovtld now, with an expedi¬ 
tion more than ufual, agree to a bill for encouraging 
the linen manufacture with a claufe, whereby the 
church is to lofe two parts in three of the legal 
tithe in llax and hemp. 

Some reafons why the clergy think fuch a law 
will be a great hard 111 ip upon them are, I conceive, 
thofe that follow. I fhall venture to enumerate 
them with all deference due to that honourable 
aflembly. 

Fir ft, the clergy fuppofe that they have not, by 
any fault or demerit, incurred the difplealure ot 
the nation’s reprcfcntatives ; neither can the declar¬ 
ed loyalty of the prefent fet, from the higheft pre¬ 
late to the loweft vicar, be in the leaft difputed; 
becaufe there are hardly ten clergymen through 
the whole kingdom, for more than nineteen years 
pafl, who have not been either preferred entirely 
upon account of their declared affection to the Ha¬ 
nover line, or higher promoted as the due reward 
of the fame merit. 

There is not a landlord in the whole kingdom 
refiding fome part of the year at his country-feat, 
who is not in his own confcience fully convinced 
that the tithes of his minifter have gradually funk 
for fome years pafl one third, or at leaft one fourth 
of their former value, exclufive of all non-fol- 
vencies. 

The payment of tithes in this kingdom is fubjeft 
to fo many frauds, brangies, and other difficulties, 
not only from Papifts and Diflentcrs, but even 
from thofe who profefs themfelves Protcftants, that 
by the expenfe, the trouble, and vexation of col- 
lecting or bargaining for them, they are of all o- 
ther rents the molt precarious, uncertain, and ill 
paid. 

The 
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The landlords in mod pariflies expect, as a com¬ 
pliment, that they iliould pay little more than half 
the value of the tithes for the lands they hold in 
their own hands ; which often confift of large do¬ 
mains : and it is the minifter’s intered to make 
them eafy upon that article, when he confiders 
what influence thofe gentlemen have upon their 
tenants. 

The clergy cannot but think it extremely fevere, 
that, in a bill for encouraging the linen manufac¬ 
ture they alone muft be the fufferers, who can 
lead afford it. If, as I am told, there be a tax of 
three thoufand pounds a-year paid by the public 
for a farther encouragement to the faid manufac¬ 
ture, are not the clergy equal fharers in the charge 
with the red of their fellow-fubjedls ? what fatii- 
factory reafon can be therefore given why they alone 
iff mid bear the whole additional weight, unlefs it will 
be alledged that their property is not upon an equal 
foot with the properties of other men. They ac¬ 
quire their own fmall pittance by at lead as honed 
means as their neighbours the landlords poffefs 
their eftates ; and have been always fuppofed, ex¬ 
cept in rebellious or fanatical times, to have as good 
a title ; for no families now in being can fliew a 
more ancient. Indeed, if it be true that fome 
perfor.s (I hope they were not many) were feen,to 
laugh when the rights of the clergy were men¬ 
tioned ; in this cafe an opinion may poflibly be 
foon advanced, that they have no rights at all. 
And this is likely enough to gain ground, in pro¬ 
portion as the contempt of all religion lhall in- 
creafe, which is already in a very forward way. 

It is faid, there will be alfo added in this bill a 
claufe for diminifhing the tithe of hops, in order to 
cultivate that ufeful plant among us; and here like- 
wife the load is to lie entirely on the fhoulders of 
the clergy, while the landlords reap all the benefit. 
It will not be eafy to forefee where fuch proceedings 
Vol. IV. F f are 
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are like to flop : or whether by the fame authority, 
in civil times, a parliament may not as juftly chal¬ 
lenge the fame power in reducing all things tithe- 
able, not below the tenth part of the product )which 
is and ever will be the clergy’s equitable right) but 
from a tenth part to a fixtietli or eightieth, and 
from thence to nothing. 

1 have heard it granted by fkilful perfons, that 
the practice of taxing the clergy by parliament 
without their own confent is a new thing, not 
much above the date of feventy years : before 
which period, in times of peace, they always taxed 
themfelves. But things are extremely altered at 
prefent; it is not now fufficient to tax them in 
common with their fellow-iubjects, without im¬ 
posing an additional tax upon them, from 
which, or from any thing equivalent, all their 
fellow-fubjetfts are exempt ; and this in a country 
profefhng Chriftianity. 

The great eft part of the clergy throughout this 
kingdom have been ftripped of their glebes by the 
confufion of times, by violence, fraud, opprelfion, 
and other unlawful means; all which glebes are 
now in the hands of the laity. So that they now 
are generally forced to lie at the mercy of land¬ 
lords for a linall piece of ground in their parifhes, 
at a moft exorbitant rent, and ufually for a Ihort 
term of years, whereon to build a houle, and en¬ 
able them to rellde. Yet, in fpite of thefe difad- 
vantages, I am a witnefs, that they are generally 
more conftant reftdents than their brethren in Eng¬ 
land; where the meaneft vicar hath a convenient 
dwelling with a barn, a garden, and a field or two 
for his cattle ; befides the certainty of his little in¬ 
come from honeft farmers, able and willing not 
only to pay him his dues, but likewife to make 
him prefents according to their ability for his bet¬ 
ter fupport. In all which circumftances the cler¬ 
gy 
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_ry of Ireland meet with a treatment dire&ly con¬ 
it is hoped the Honourable houfe will confider, 
that it is impofiible for the moft ill-minded avari¬ 
cious, or cunning clergyman to do the lealt mjul- 
tice to the meaneft cottager in his panlh, in any 
bargain for tithes, or other ecclefiafncal dues. He 
can, attheutmoft, only demand to have his tithe 
fairly laid out; and does not once m a hundred 
times obtain his demand. But every tenant from 
the poorcft cottager to the moft fubftantial farmer, 
can and generally doth impofe upon the minifter, by 
fraud, by theft, by lies, by perjuries, by mfolence, 
and fometimes by force; notwithftandmg the ut- 
moft vigilance and lkill of himfelf and his proctor. 
Infomuch that it is allowed that the clergy in ge¬ 
neral receive little more than one half oi their le¬ 
gal dues ; not including the charges they are at in 
collecting or bargaining for them. 

The land-rents of Ireland are computed to about 
two millions, whereof one tenth amounts to two 
hundred thoufand pounds, dhe benehced clergy- 
men, excluding thofe of this city, are not reckon¬ 
ed to be above five hundred; by which com¬ 
putation they Ihould each of them poffels two hun¬ 
dred pounds a-year, if thofe tithes were equally 
divided, although in well-cultivated corn-countries 
it ought to be more ; whereas they hardly receive 
one half of that fum, with great defalcations, and 
in very bad payments. There are indeed a few 
glebes in the north pretty confiderable ; but it 
thefe and all the reft were in like manner equally 
divided, they would not add five pounds a-yeai to 
every clergyman. Therefore, whether the con 1- 
tion of the clergy in general among us be juftly li¬ 
able to envy, or able to bear a heavy burden which 
neither the nobility nor gentry, nor tradefmen, 
nor farmers, will touch with one of their fingers ; 
this, I fav, is fubmitted to the Honourable houie. 

F f 2 One 
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One terrible cirumftance in this bill is, that of 
turning the tithe of flax and hemp into what the 
lawyers call a modus , or a certain fum in lieu of a 
tenth part of the product. And by this practice 
of claiming a modus in many parifhes by ancient 
cuftom, the clergy in both kingdoms have been al- 
moft incredible fufferers. Thus, in the prefent 
cafe, the tithe of a tolerable acre of llax, which by 
a medium is worth twelve fhillings, is by the pre¬ 
fent bill reduced to four fhillings. Neither is this 
the worft part in a modus ; every determinate fum 
muft, in procefs of time fink from a fourth to a 
four and twentieth part, or a great deal lower, 
by that necelTary fall attending the value of money, 
which is now at leaft nine tenths lower all over 
Europe than it was four hundred years ago, by a 
gradual decline; and even a third part at leaf!: 
within our own memories in purchaling almoft e- 
very thing required for the neceflities or conveni- 
encies of life : as any gentleman can atteft, who 
hath kept houfe for twenty years paft. And this will 
equally affett poor countries as well as rich. For, 
although I look upon it as an impoflibility that this 
kingdom fhould ever thrive under its prefent dis¬ 
advantages, which without a miracle muft ftill in- 
creafe ; yet, when the whole cafh of the nation 
fhall fink to fifty thoufand pounds, we muft in all 
our traffic abroad either of import or export go by 
the general rate, at which money is valued in thole 
countries that enjoy the common privileges of hu¬ 
mankind. For this reafon no corporation (if the 
clergy may prefume to call themfelves one) fhould 
by any means grant away their properties in per¬ 
petuity upon any confideration whatfoever ; which 
is a rock that many corporations have fplit upon to 
their great impoverifhment, and fometimes to their 
utter undoing : becaufe they are fuppofed to fubiift 
forever, and becaufe no determination of money 
is of any certain perpetual intrinfic value. This is 
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known enough in England, where eftates let for 
ever, fome hundred years ago, by feveral ancient 
noble families, do not at this prefent pay their 
pofterity a twentieth part of what they are now 
worth at an eafy rent. 

A tax affecting one part of a nation, which al¬ 
ready bears its full (hare in all parliamentary impo- 
litions, cannot poflibly be juft, except it be inflict¬ 
ed as a punifhment upon that body of men, which 
is taxed for fome great demerit or danger to the 
public, apprehended from thofe upon whom it is 
laid: thus the Papifts and Nonjurors have been 
doubly taxed, for refilling to give proper fecurities 
to the government; which cannot be objected a - 
gainft the clergy. And therefore if this bill Ihould 
pafs, I think it ought to be with a preface, fhewing 
wherein they have offended, and for what difaffec- 
tion or other crime they are punifhed. 

If an additional excife upon ale, or a duty upon 
fleih and bread were to be enacted, neither the vic¬ 
tualler, butcher, or baker, would bear any more 
of the charge than for what themfelves confumed, 
but it would be an equal general tax through the 
whole kingdom : whereas by this bill the clergy a- 
lone are avowedly condemned to be deprived of 
their ancient, inherent, undifputed rights, in order 
to encourage a manufacture by which all the reft of 
the kingdom are fuppofed to be gainers. 

This bill is direCtly againft magna charta , where¬ 
of the fir ft claufe is for confirming the inviolable 
rights of holy church ; as well as contrary to the 
oath taken by all our kings at their coronation, 
where they fwear to defend and protect the church 
in all rights. 

A tax laid upon employment is a very different 
thing. The poffeffors of civil and military employ¬ 
ments are no corporation ; neither are they any 
part of our conftitution ; their falaries, pay r and 
perquifites are all changeable at the pleafure of the 
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prince who bedows them, although the army be 
paid from funds raifed and appropriated by the le- 
giflature. But the clergy, as they have little rea¬ 
son to expedl, fo they delire no more than their 
ancient legal dues; only indeed with the removal 
of many grievous impediments in the collection of 
them ; which is to be feared they mull wait for 
until more favourable times. It is well known, 
that they have already, of their own accord, fhewn 
great indulgence to tlieir people upon this very ar¬ 
ticle of flax, feldom taking above a fourth part of 
their tithe for fmall parcels, and oftentimes nothing 
at ail from new beginners ; waiting with patience un- 
til the farmers were able, and until great quantities 
of land were employed in that pai t of hufbandry ; 
never fufpecting that their good intentions fhould 
be perverted in lb lingular a manner to their detri¬ 
ment, by that very alfembly which, during the time 
that convocations (which are an original part of 
our conftitution, ever fince Chridianity became na¬ 
tional among us) are thought fit to be fufpended, 
God knows for what reafon, or from what provo¬ 
cations ; I fay, from that very alfembly, who, dur¬ 
ing the intervals of convocations, fhould rather be 
fuppofed to be guardians of the rights and proper¬ 
ties of the clergy, than to make the leall attempt 
upon either. 

I have not heard upon inquiry, that any of thofe 
gentlemen who among us without doors are called 
the court party, difeover the lead zeal in this affair. 
If they had thoughts to interpofe, it might be con¬ 
ceived they would Ihew their difpleafure againd this 
bill, which mud very much lelfen the value of the 
King’s patronage upon promotion to vacant fees, 
in the difpofal of denearies, and other confiderable 
preferments in the church, which are in the dona¬ 
tion of the crown ; whereby the viceroys will have 
fewer good preferments to bedow on their de¬ 
pendents, as well as upon the kindred of members, 
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who may have a fufficient Hock of that fort of me¬ 
rit, whatever it may be, which may in future times 
moft prevail. 

The Diflenters, by not fucceeding in their endea¬ 
vours to procure a repeal of the teft, have loft no¬ 
thing, but continue in a full enjoyment of their 
toleration ; while the clergy, without giving the 
leaft offence, are by this bill deprived of a conii- 
derable branch of their ancient legal rights, where¬ 
by the fchifmatical party will have the pleafure of 
gratifying their revenge- hoc Grat'd valuere . 

The farmer will lind no relief by this modus, be- 
caufe when his prefent leafe fhall expire, his land¬ 
lord will infallibly raife the rent in an equal pro¬ 
portion, upon every part of land where flax is 
fown, and have fo much a better fecurity for pay¬ 
ment at the expenfe of the clergy. 

If we judge by things paft, it little avails that 
this bill is to be limited to a certain time of ten, 
twenty, or thirty years. For no landlord will ever 
confent that a law lhall expire, by which he finds 
himfelf a gainer ; and of this there are many ex¬ 
amples as well in England as in this kingdom. 

The great end of this bill is, by proper encou¬ 
ragement to extend the linen manufacture into 
thofe countries where it hath hitherto been little 
cultivated : but this encouragement of lefiening the 
tithe of flax and hemp, is one of luch a kind as, 
it is to be feared, will have a directly contrary ef¬ 
fect Becaule, if I am rightly informed, no let of 
men hath, for their number and fortunes, been 
more induftrious and fuccefsful than the clergy, in 
introducing that manufacture into places which 
were unacquainted with it, by perfuading their peo¬ 
ple to fow flax and hemp, by procuring feed 
for them, and by having them iiulructed in the 
management thereof; and this they did not with¬ 
out reafonable hopes of increafing the value 
of their parifhes after fome time, as well as of 
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promoting the benefit of the public. But if this 
modus fhouId take place, the clergy will be fo far 
from gaining, that they will become lofers by their 
extraordinary care, by having their arable lands 
turned to flax and hemp, which are reckoned great 
impoverilhers of land : they cannot therefore be 
blamed, if they fliould fhew as much zeal to pre¬ 
vent its being introduced or improved in their pa- 
rifhes, as they hitherto have fhewed in the intro¬ 
ducing and improving it. This, I am told, fome 
of them have already declared, at lcaft fo far as to 
refolve not to give themfelves any more trouble 
than other men, about promoting a manufacture 
by the fuccefs of which they only, of all men, are 
to be the fufferers. Perhaps the giving even a far¬ 
ther encouragement than the law doth, as it now 
ftands, to a let of men who mighty on many ac¬ 
counts, be foufefulto this purpole. would be no bad 
method of having the great end of the bill more 
effectually anfwered: but this is what they are far 
from deliring; all they petition for is no more than 
to continue on the lame footing with the reft of 
their fellow-fubjeCts. 

If this modus of paying by the acre be to pafs in¬ 
to a law, it were to be wilhed, that the fame law 
would not only appoint one or more fvvorn furvey- 
ors in each parifh, to meafure the lands on which 
flax and hemp are fown, but alfo fettle the price of 
furveying, and determine whether the incumbent or 
farmer is to pay for each annual furvey. Without 
fomething of this kind, there muft conftantly be 
difputes between them, and the neighbouring jufti- 
ces of peace muft be teized as often as thofe dii- 
putes happen. 

I had written thus far, when a paper was fent 
to me with feveral reafons againft the bill, fome 
whereof, although they have been already touched, 
are put in a better light, and the reft did not occur 
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to me. I fhall deliver them in the author’s own 
words. 

I. That tithes are the patrimony of the church ; 
and if not of divine original, yet at lead: of great 
antiquity. 

II. That all purchafes and leafes of tithable lands, 
for many centuries paft, have been made and ta¬ 
ken, fubjeCl to the demand of tithes, and thofe 
lands fold and taken juft fo much the cheaper on 
that account. 

III. That if any lands are exempted from tithes, 
or the legal demands of fuch tithes leffened by a£t 
of parliament, fo much value is taken from the 
proprietor of the tithes, and veiled in the proprie¬ 
tor of the lands, or his head tenants. 

IV. That no innocent unoffending perfon can be 
fo deprived of his property, without the greateft 
violation of common juftice. 

V. That to do this upon a profpecl of encou¬ 
raging the linen or any other manufacture, is aft- 
-ing upon a very miftaken and unjuft fuppofition ; 
inafmuch as the price of the lands lb occupied 
will be no way leffened to the farmer by fuch a 
law. 

VI. That the clergy arc' content chearfully to 
•bear (as they do now) any burthen in common with 
their fellow-fubjecls, either for the fupport of his 
Majefty’s government, or the encouragement of 
the trade of the nation ; but think it very hard 
that they fhould be fingled out to pay heavier 
taxes than others, at a time when, by the decreale 
of the value of their pari flies, they are lefs able to 
bear them. 

VII. That the legiflature hath therefore diftin- 
guifhed the clergy by exemptions, and not by addi¬ 
tional loads ; and the prefent clergy of the kingdom 
hope, they have not deferred worfe of the legifla- 
Lnure than their predeceffors. 

Vol.IV. G g 
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VIII. That, by the original conftitution of thefe 
kingdoms, the clergy had the foie right of taxing 
themfelves, and were in pofifeflion of that right as 
low as the reftoration ; and if that right be now 
devolved upon the Commons by the ceflion of the 
clergy, the Commons can be confidered in this 
cafe in no other light than as the guardians of the 
clergy. 

IX. That befides thofe tithes always in the pof- 
feffion of the clergy, there are fome portions of 
tithes lately come into their pofiefiionby purchafe ; 
that if this claufe fhould take place, they would 
not be allowed the benefit of thefe purchafers upon 
an equal foot of advantage with the reft of their 
fellow-fubje&s. And that fome tithes in the hands 
of improprietors are under lettlements and mort¬ 
gages. 

X. That the gentlemen of this houfe fhould con- 
fider, that loading the clergy is loading their own 
younger brothers and children, with this addition¬ 
al grievance, that it is taking from the younger and 
poorer to give to the elder and richer : and, 

Lajlly , That if it were at any time juft and pro¬ 
per to do this, it would however be too fevere to 
do it now, when all the tithes of the kingdom are 
known for fome years paft to have funk above one 
third part in their value. 

Any income in the hands of the clergy is at leaft 
as ufeful to the public as the fame income in the 
hands of the laity. 

It were more reafonable to grant the clergy in 
three parts of the nation an additional fupport than 
to diminifh their prefent fubfiftence. 

Great employments are and will be in the hands 
of Englifhmen ; nothing left for the younger fons 
of Irilhmen but vicarages, tide-waiters places, <bc. 
therefore no reafon to make them worfe. 

The modus upon the fiax in England affe&s on¬ 
ly lands reclaimed fince the year 1690, and is at 

the 














THE TITHE OF HEMP. *35 

the rate of five iliiliings the Englifh acre, which is 
equivalent to eight {hillings and eight pence Irifh, 
and that to be paid before the farmer removed it 
from the held. Flax is a manufacture of little con,- 
fequence in England, but is the ftaple in Ireland, 
and if it increafes, (as it probably will), muft in 
many places joftle out corn, becaufe itis more gain¬ 
ful. 

The clergy of the eftablifhed church have no in- 
intereft, like thofe of the church of Rome, diftinCt 
from the true intereft of their country, and there¬ 
fore ought to fufFer under no diftinCt impolitions 
or taxes of any kind. 

The bill for fettling the modus of flax in England 
was brought in theflrftyearof the reign of K. George 
I. when the clergy lay very unjuftly under the im¬ 
putation of fome difafFeCtion; and to encourage 
the bringing in of fome fens in Lincolnfhire which 
were not to be continued under flax; but it left all 
lands where flax had been fown before that time 
under the fame condition of tithing, in which they 
were before the palling of that bill: whereas this 
bill takes away what the clergy are actually poflelT- 
ed of. 

That the woollen manufacture is the ftaple of 
England, as the linen is that of Ireland, yet no at¬ 
tempt was ever made in England to reduce the 
tithe of wool for the encouragement of that manu¬ 
facture. This manufacture hath already been re¬ 
markably favoured by the clergy, who have hither¬ 
to been generally content with lefs than half, fome 
with fix-pence a-garden, and fome have taken no¬ 
thing. 

Employments, they fay, have been taxed ; die 
reafons for which taxations will not hold with re¬ 
gard to property, at leaft till employments become 
inheritances. The Commons always have had fo 
G g 2 tender 
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tender a regard to property, that they never would 
fuffer any law to pafs, whereby any particular 
perfons might be aggrieved without their own con- 
fent. 

N. B. Some alterations have been made in the 
bill about the modus, lince the above paper 
was written; but they are of little mo¬ 
ment.. 
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A modeft PROPOSAL for preventing the 
Children of poor People in Ireland 
from being a Burden to their Parents or 
Country, and for making them beneficial 
to the Public, 


I T is a melancholy object to thofe who walk thro 
this great town, or travel in the country, when 
they fee the ftreets, the roads, and cabin-doors 
crouded with beggars of the female lex, followed 
by three, four, or fix children, all in rags, and 
importuning every paiTenger for an alms. Thefe 
mothers, inftead of being able to work for their 
honed livelihood, are forced to employ all their 
time in (trolling to beg fuftenance for their helplefs 
infants > who, as they grow up, either turn thieves 
for want of work, or leave their dear native coun¬ 
try to fight for the pretender in Spain, or fell them- 
felves to Barbadoes. 

I think it is agreed by all parties, that this prodi¬ 
gious number of children in the arms, or on the 
backs, or at the heels of their mothers, and fie- 
quently of their fathers, is, in the prefent deplorable 
ftate of the kingdom, a very great additional griev¬ 
ance ; and therefore, whoever could find out a fair, 
cheap, and eafy method of making thefe children 
found and ufeful members of the commonwealth, 
would deferve fo well of the public, as to have his 
datue fet up for a preferver of the nation. 

But my intention is very far from being confined 
to provide only for the children of profefied beg¬ 
gars; it is of a much greater extent, and (hall take 
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in the whole number of infants at a certain age, 
who are born of parents in effecf as little able to 
iupport them, as thofe who demand our charity 
in the ftreets. 

As to my own part, having turned my thoughts 
for many years upon this important fubjecft, and 
maturely weighed the feveral fchemes of our pro¬ 
jectors, I have always found them grofsly miftaken 
in their computation. It is true, a child juftdropt 
from its dam may be fupported by her milk for a 
lolar year, with little other nourifhment : at moll 
not above the value of two {hillings, which the 
mother may certainly get, or the value in {craps, 
by her lawful occupation of begging ; and it is ex¬ 
actly at one year old that I propofe to provide for them 
infucha manner, as inllead of being a charge upon 
their parents, or the parilh,or wanting food and rai¬ 
ment for the reft of their lives, they fhall, on the 
contrary, contribute to the feeding, and partly to 
the cloathing of many thoufands. 

There is likewile another great advantage in my 
fcheme, that k will prevent thofe voluntary abor¬ 
tions, and that horrid practice of women murder¬ 
ing their baftard-children, alas ! too frequent a- 
mong us, facrificing the poor innocent babes, I 
doubt more to avoid the expenfe than the ftiame, 
which would move tears and pity in themoft favage 
and inhuman breaft. 

The number of fouls in this kingdom being u- 
fually reckoned one million and a half, of thefe I 
calculate there may be about two hundred thoufand 
couple, whofe wives are breeders; from which 
number I fubtradl thirty thoufand couple, who are 
able to maintain their own children, (although I 
apprehend there cannot be fo many under the pre 
lent diftrefles of the kingdom.) ; but this being 
granted, there wiil remain an hundred and feventy 
thoufand breeders. I can again {iibtract fifty thou¬ 
fand for thofe women who mifearry, or whofe 
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children die by accident or difeafe within the year. 
There only remain an hundred and twenty thou-* 
fand children of poor parents annually born. The 
queftion therefore is, How this number ihall be 
reared and provided for ? which, as I have alrea¬ 
dy faid, under the prefent lituation of affairs is ut¬ 
terly impoffible by all the methods hitherto propo- 
fed. For we can neither employ them in handi¬ 
craft or agriculture; we neither build houfes, (I 
mean in the country), nor cultivate land : they can 
very ieldom pick up a liveliehood by healing, till 
they arrive at fix years old, except where they are 
of towardly parts; although I confefs they learn 
the rudiments much earlier ; during which time 
they can however be properly looked upon only as 
probationers ; as I have been informed by a princi¬ 
pal gentleman in the county of Cavan, who proteft- 
cd to me, that he never knew above one or two in- 
ilances under the age of lix, even in a part of the 
kingdom lb renowned for the quickeft proficiency 
in that art. 

I am allured by our merchants, that a boy or a 
girl before twelve years old is no faleable commo¬ 
dity; and even when they come to this age ; they 
will not yield above three pounds, or three pounds 
and half a crown at moft, on, the exchange, which 
cannot turn to account either to the parents or 
kingdom, the charge of nutriment and rags having 
been at lealt four times that value. 

I Ihall now therefore humbly propofe my own 
thoughts, which I hope will not be liable to theleaff 
objection 

1 have been allured tv a very knowing American 
of my acquaintance in London, that a young healthy 
child, well nurfed, is at a year old a moft delicious, 
nourifliing, and wholfome food, whether ftewed, 
matted, baked, or boiled; and I make no doubt 
that it will equally ferve in a fricaffe, or a ragouft. 
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I do therefore humbly offer it to public confeder¬ 
ation, that of the hundred and twenty thoufand 
children already computed, twenty thoufand may 
be referred for breed, whereof only one fourth 
part to be males; which is more than we allow to 
iheep, black cattle, or fwine ; and my reafon is, 
that thefe children are feldom the fruits of marriage, 
■a circumftance not much regarded by our favages, 
therefore one male will be fufficient to ierve four 
females. Then the remaining hundred thoufand 
may, at a year old, be offered in fale to the perfons 
of quality and fortune through the kingdom ; al¬ 
ways advifing the mother to let them fuck plentifully 
in the laft month, fo as to render them plump, and 
fat for a good table. A child will make two difhes 
at an entertainment for friends; and when the fa¬ 
mily dines alone, the fore or hind quarter will make 
a reafonable difh, and feafoned with a little pepper 
or lalt, will be very good boiled on the fourth day, 
cfpecially in winter., 

I have reckoned, upon a medium, that a child 
juft born will weigh 12 pounds, and in a folar year, 
if tolerably nurfed, will increafe to 28 pounds, 

I grant this food will be fomewhat dear, and 
therefore very proper for landlords, who, as they 
have already devoured moftof the parents, feem to 
have the beft title to the children. 

Infants ileih will be in leafon throughout the 
year, but more plentiful in March, and a little be¬ 
fore and after ; for we are told by a grave author*, 
an eminent French phyllcian, that fifli being a pro¬ 
lific diet, there are more children born in Roman 
Catholic countries about nine months after Lent, 
titan at any other leafon ; therefore reckoning a 
year after Lent, the markets will be more glutted 
ahan ufual, becaufe the number of Popifii infants 
:s at leaft three to one in this kingdom ; and there . 


for* 


* Rabelais. 
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fore it will have one other collateral advantage by 
leffening the number of Papifts among us. 

I have already computed the charge of nurfing a 
begar’s child (in which lift I reckon all cottagers, 
labourers, and four fifths of the farmers) to be a- 
bout two {hillings per annum , rags included ; and 
I believe no gentleman would repine to given ten 
•(hillings for the carcafe of a good fat child, which, 
as I have faid, will make four diflies of excellent 
nutritive meat, when he hath only fome particular 
friend or his own family to dine with him. Thus 
the fquire will learn to be a good landlord, and 
grow popular among his tenants, the mother will 
have eight (hillings neat profit, and be fit for work, 
till {he produces another child. 

Thofe who are more thrifty (as I mu ft confefs 
the times require) may flay the carcafe : the lkin 
of which, artificially dreffed, will make admirable 
gloves for ladies, and fummer-boots for fine gen¬ 
tlemen. 

As to our city of Dublin, fhambles may be ap¬ 
pointed for this purpofe in the moft convenient parts 
of it, and butchers we may be allured will not be 
wanting although I rather recommend buying the 
children alive, and dreffing them hot from the 
knife, as we do roafting pigs. 

A very worthy perfon, a true lover of his coun¬ 
try, and whofe virtues I highly efteem, was lately 
pleafcd, in dilcourfing on this matter, to offer a 
refinement upon my fcheme. He faid, that many 
gentlemen of this kingdom having of late deftroyed 
their deer, he conceived that the want of venilon 
might be well fupplied by the bodies of young lads 
and maidens, not exceeding fourteen years of age, 
nor under twelve ; fo great a number of both fexes 
in every county being now ready to ftarve for want 
of work and fervice ; and thefe to be difpofed of 
by their parents, if alive, or otherwife by their 
neareft relations. But, with due deference to fo 
y Vol. IV. H h excellent 
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excellent a friend, and fo deserving a patriot, l 
cannot be altogether in his fentiments : tor, as to 
the males, my American acquaintance allured me, 
from frequent experience, that their fleih was ge¬ 
nerally tough and lean, like that of our fchoolboys, 
by continual exerafe, and their tafte dilagreeable, 
and to fatten them would not anfwer the charge. 
Then, as to the females, it would, I think, with 
humble lubmiilion, be a lols to the public, becaufe 
they foon would become breeders themfclves : and 
befides, it is not improbable, that fome l'crupulous 
people might be apt to cenlure l'uch a practice (al¬ 
though indeed very unjufHy), as a little bordering 
upon cruelty; which, I confefs, hath always been 
with me the ftrongeft objection againlt any project, 
how well foever intended. 

But, in order to juftify my friend, he confefled, 
that this expedient was put into his head by the fa¬ 
mous Salmanazor, a native of the ifland of For- 
mofs, who came from thence to London a- 
bove twenty years ago, and, in converfation, told 
my friend, that, in his country, when any young 
perfon happened to be put to death, the execution¬ 
er fold the carcafes to perfons of quality as a prime 
dainty ; and that in his time the body of a plump 
girl of fifteen, who was crucified for an at¬ 
tempt to poifon the Emperor, was fold to his impe¬ 
rial Majefty’s prime miniftei of hate, and other 
great mandarines of the court, in joints from the 
gibbet, at four hundred crowns. Neither indeed 
can I deny, that if the fame ufe were made of feve 
ral plump young girls in this town, who, without 
one fingle groat to their fortunes, cannot ftir abroad 
without a chair, and appear at a playhoufe and af- 
femblies in foreign fineries which they never will 
pay for, the kingdom would not be the worfe. 

Some perfons of a defponding fpirit are in great 
concern about the vaft number of poor people, who 
are aged, difeafed, or maimed; and I have been 
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de fired to employ my thoughts, what courfe may 
be taken to eale the nation of fo grievous an in¬ 
cumbrance. But I am not in the lead pain upon 
that matter, becaufe it is very well known, that they 
are every day dying, and rotting, by cold and fa¬ 
mine, and filth and vermine, as fad as can be rea- 
fonablv expected. And as to the young labourers, 
they are now in almod as hopeful a condition : 
they cannot get work, and confequently pine away 
for want of nouriihment, to a degree, that if at a- 
liy time they are accidentally hired to common la¬ 
bour, they have not drength to perform it; and 
thus the country and themfelvcs are happily deli¬ 
vered from the evils to come. 

1 have too long digreil'ed, and therefore dial! re¬ 
turn to my fubject. I think the advantages by the 
propofal which I have made, are obvious and ma¬ 
ny, as well as of the highed importance. 

' For, fird, as I have already obferved, it would 
greatly lelTen the number of Papids, with whom 
we are yearly over-run, being the principal breed¬ 
ers of the nation, as well as our mod dangerous e- 
nemies, and who day at home on purpofe to deli¬ 
ver the kingdom to the Pretender, hoping to take 
their advantage by the abfence of fo many good 
Proteftants, who have chofen rather to leave their 
country, than day at home and pay tithes againd 
their conference to an fpifcopal curate. 

Secondly, The poorer tenants will have fomc- 
thing valuable of their own, which by law may be 
made liable to a diftreis, and help to pay their 
landlord’s rent; their corn and cattle being already 
feized, and money a thing unknown. 

Thirdly, Whereas the maintenance of an hun¬ 
dred thoufand children, from two years old and 
upwards, cannot be computed at leis than ten {hil¬ 
lings a-piece per annum the nation’s itock will be 
thereby increafed lifty thoufand pounds per annum , 
befides the profit of a new dilh introduced to the 
H h 2 tables 
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tables of all gentlemen of fortune in the kingdom, 
who have any refinement in taile. And the money 
will circulate among ourfelves, the goods being en¬ 
tirely of our own growth and manufacture 

Fourthly, The conftant breeders, befides the 
gain of eight {hillings Sterling per annum by the fale 
of their children, will be rid of the charge of main¬ 
taining them after the firfi: year. 

Fifthly, This food will likewife bring great cu- 
ftom to taverns ; where the vintners will certainly 
be fo prudent as to procure the befi: receipts for 
clrefiing it to perfection, and confequently have 
their houfes frequented by all the fine gentlemen, 
who juftly value themfelves upon their knowledge 
in good eating ; and a lkilful cook, who under- 
ltands how to oblige his guefts, will contrive to 
make it as expensive as they pleafe. 

Sixthly, This would be a great inducement to 
marriage, which all wife nations have either en¬ 
couraged by rewards, or enforced by laws and pe¬ 
nalties. It would increafe the care and tendernefs 
of mothers towards their children, when they were 
fure of a fettlement for life to the poor babes, pro¬ 
vided in fome fort by the public, to their annual 
profit inftead of expenfe. We Ihould foon fee an 
honeft emulation among the married women, which 
of them could bring the fatteft child to the market. 
Men would become as fond of their wives during 
the time of their pregnancy, as they are now of 
their mares in foal, their cows in calf, or fows when 
they are ready to farrow; nor offer to beat or kick 
them (as is too frequent a praCtice) for fear of a 
mifearriage. 

Many other advantages might be enumerated. 
For inftance, the addition of fome thoufand car- 
cafes in our exportation of barreled beef: the pro¬ 
pagation of iwines flelh, and improvement in the 
art of making good bacon, fo much wanted among 
us by the great ddlrwClion of pigs, too frequent at 
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our tables ; which are no way comparable, in tafte 
or magnificence, to a well-grown, fat, yearly child, 
which, roafted whole, will make a coniiderable fi¬ 
gure at a Lord Mayor’s feaft, or any other public 
entertainment. But this, and many others, 1 omit, 
being ftudious of brevity. 

Suppofing that one thoufand families in this city 
would be conftant cuftomers for infant's fielh, be- 
fides others who might have it at merry meetings, 
particularly at weddings and chriftenings, I com¬ 
pute, that Dublin would take off annually about 
twenty thoufand carcafes ; and the reft of the king¬ 
dom (where probably they will be fold fomewhat 
cheaper) the remaining eighty thoufand. 

I can think of no one objection, that will poi- 
ftbly be raifedagainft this propofal, unlefs it Ihould 
be urged, that the number of people will be there¬ 
by much leffened in the kingdom. This I freely 
own, and it was indeed one principal dcfign in of¬ 
fering it to the world. I defire the reader will ob- 
lerve, that I calculate my remedy “ for this one 
“ individual kingdom of Ireland, and for no 
(€ other that ever was, is, or, I think, ever can be 
u upon earth. Therefore let no man talk to vie of 
“ other expedients : of taxing our abfentees at five 
ft lhillings a pound : of ufing neither cloaths nor 
“ hofehold furniture, except what is of our own 
“ growth and manufacture : of utterly rejecting 
“ the materials and inftruments that promote fo- 
“ reign luxury : of curing the expeniivenefs of 
“ pride, vanity, idlenefs, and gaming in our wo- 
“ men ; of introducing a vein of parfimony, 
“ prudence, and temperance : of learning to love 
<c our country, in the want of which we differ e- 
“ ven from Laplanders , and the inhabitants of 
“ Topinamboo : of quitting our animofities and 
“ factions, nor acting any longer like the Jews, 
“ who were murdering one another at the very 
•< moment the city was taken ; of being a little cau- 
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“ tious not to fell our country and confciences for 
“ notiiing : of teaching landlords to have at leaft 
“ one degree of mercy towards their tenants. Loft- 
“ ly y Of putting a fpirit of honefty, induftry, and 
“ lkill into our ihopkeepers, who, if a refolution 
“ could now be taken to buy only our native 
<c goods, would immediately unite to cheat and 
fi exacl upon us in the price, the meafure, and 
<( the goodnefs, nor could ever yet be brought 
“ to make one fair propofal of juft dealing, tho’ 
“ often and earneftiy invited to it.” 

Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of 
thefe and the like expedients till he hath at 
leaft fome glimpfe of hope, that there will ever be 
fome hearty and ftneere attempt to put them in 
practice. 

But, as to mvfelf having been wearied out for 
many years with offering vain, idle, vilionary 
thoughts, and at length utterly defpairing of fuc- 
cefs, I fortunately fell upon this propofal; which, 
as it is wholly new, fo it hath lomething folid and 
real, of no expenfe and little trouble, full in our 
own power, and whereby we can incur no danger 
in difobliging England. For this kind of commo¬ 
dity will not bear exportation, the flefh being of too 
tender a confidence to admit a long continuance in 
fait, “ although, perhaps, I could name a coun- 
“ try, which would be glad to eat up our whole 
“ nation without it.” 

After all, I am not fo violently bent upon my 
own opinion as to reject any offer propofed by wife 
men, which lhall be found equally innocent, cheap, 
cafy and effectual. But before fomething of that 
kind lhall be advanced in contradiction to my 

* Thefe expedient had hern propofed before, fome of them by 
the Dean, and to urge the pnufhce of them by fhewing the only al¬ 
ternative, ireins to hac been the defign of this caper. 
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fcheme, and offering a better, I delire the author 
or authors will be plealed maturely to confider two 
points. Firfi 9 As things now ftand, how they 
will be able to find food and raiment for a hundred 
thoufand ufelefs mouths and backs. And, JecGnd- 
ly , there being a round million of creatures in hu¬ 
man figure throughout this kingdom, whole whole 
fubfiftence put into a common itock would leave 
them in debt two millions of pounds lterling, adding 
thole who are beggars by profeflion, to the bulk of 
farmers, cottagers, and labourers, with their wives 
and children, who are beggars in effect; I defire 
thofe politicians who diflike my overture, and may 
perhaps be fo bold to attempt an anfwer, that they 
will fir ft alk the parents of thele mortals, whether 
they would not at this day think it a great happi- 
nefs to have been fold for food at a year old, in 
the manner I prefcribe, and thereby have avoided 
fuch a perpetual fcene of misfortunes, as they have 
fince gone through, by the oppreiTion of landlords, 
the impoflibility of paying rent without money or 
trade, the want of common fuftenance, with nei¬ 
ther houfe nor cloaths to cover them from the in¬ 
clemencies of the weather, and the molt inevitable 
profpe<ft of entailing the like, or greater miferies 
upon their breed for ever. 

I profefs, in the fincerity of my heart, that I have 
not the leaft perfonal intereft in endeavouring to 
promote this neceffary work, having no other 
motive than the iC public good of my country, by 
“ advancing our trade, providing for infants, re- 
lieving the poor, and giving fome pleafure to 
“ the rich.” I have no children, by which I can 
propofe to get a ftngle penny ; the youngeft being- 
nine years old, and my wife paft childbearing. 


To 
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To the Honourable Houfe of Commons, &c. 


The humble Petition of the Footmen in 
and about the city of Dublin. 

Written in the year 1732. 


Humbly Jheweth , 

r PHAT your petitioners are a great and mutter* 
-*■ ous fociety, endowed with feveral privileges 
time out of mind. 

That certain lewd, idle, and diforderly perfons 
for feveral months pad:, as it is notorioufly known, 
have been daily feen in the public walks of this city; 
habited fometimes in green coats and fometimes 
laced, with long oaken cudgdels in their hands, 
and without fwords ; in hopes to procure favour, 
by that advantage, with a great number of ladies 
who frequent thofe walks; pretending and giving 
themlelves out to be true genuine Irifh footmen ; 
whereas they can be proved to be no better than 
common toupees , as a judicious eye may foon dil- 
cover, by their awkward, clumfey, ungenteel gait 
and behaviour: by their unfkilfulnefsin drefs even 
with the advantage of our habits; by their ill- 
favoured countenances, with an air of impudence 
and dulnefs peculiar to the reft of their brethren, 
who have not yet arrived at that tranfeendent pitch 
of affiirance ; although it may be juftly apprehend¬ 
ed that they will do fo in time, if thefe counter¬ 
feits lhall happen to fucceed in their evil defign of 
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paffing for real footmen, thereby to render them- 
ielves more amiable to the ladies. 

Your petitioners do farther alledge, that many 
of the faid counterfeits, upon a drift examination, 
have been found in the aft of drutting, ftaring, 
fwearing, Avaggering, in a manner that plainly 
fhewed their bell endeavours to imitate us. Where¬ 
in, although they did not fucceed, yet by their ig¬ 
norant and ungainly way of copying our graces, 
the utmod indignity was endeavoured to be cad 
upon our whole profeffion. 

Your petitioners do therefore make it their 
humble requed, that this Honourable lioufe (to 
many of whom your petitioners are nearly allied) 
will pleafe to take this grievance into your moft fe- 
rious confideration; humbly fubmitting, whether 
it would not be proper, that certain officers might, 
at the public charge, be employed to fearch for, 
and difcover all fuch counterfeit footmen; to carry 
them before the next judice of peace, by whole 
warrant, upon the fird conviction, they fhould be 
ftripped of their coats and oaken ornaments, and 
be fet two hours in the flocks : upon the fecond 
conviction, befides ftripping, be fet fix hours in 
the ftocks, with a paper pinned on their breads, 
dignifying their crime, in large capital letters, and 
in the following words: “ A. B. commonly cal- 
“ led A. B. Efq; a toupee, and a notorious im- 
“ poftor, who prefumed to perfonate a true Irifh, 
“ footman.” 

And for any other offence, the faid toupee fliall 
be committed to Bridewell, whipped three times, 
forced to hard labour for a month, and not to be 
fet at liberty till he Avail have fufficient fecurity for 
his good behaviour. 

Your Honours will pleafe to obferve, with what 
lenity we propofe to treat thefe enormous offenders, 
who have already brought fuch a fcandal on our 
honourable calling, that feveral well-meaning peo- 
Vol.IV. Ii pie 
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pie have mifhken them to be of our fraternity, in 
diminution to that credit and dignity whereby 
we have fupported our ftation, as we always did, 
in the word of times. And we further beg leave 
to remark, that this was manifeftly doiTe with a fe- 
ditious deiign to render us lels capable of lerving 
the public in any great employments, as feveral of 
our fraternity, as well as our ancehors have done. 

We do therefore humbly implore your Honours 
to give neceflary orders for our relief in this pre¬ 
lent exigency, and your petitioners (as in duty 
bound) lhall ever pray, tfc. 
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A PROPOSAL for giving Badges to the 
BEGGARS in all the Parilnes of Dublin. 


By the Dean of St. Patrick’s. 

Written in the Year 1737. 

I T hath, been a general complaint, that the poor 
houfe (efpecially lincc the new conftitution by 
act of parliament) hath been of no benefit to this 
city, for the eafe of which it was wholly intended. 

I had the honour to be a member of it many years 
before it was new modelled by the legifiature ; not 
from any perfonal regard, but merely as one of the 
two Deans, who are of co.urfe put into moft com- 
mifTions that relate to the city; and I have likewife 
the honour to have been left out of feveral com- 
millions upon the fcore of party, in which my pre- 
-deceffors, time out of mind, have always been 
members. 

The fir ft commilfion was made up of about fifty 
perfons, which were the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Sheriffs, and fome few other citizens; the 
Judges, the two Archbilhops, the two Deans of the 
city, and one or two more gentlemen. And I mull 
confels my opinion, that the diffolving the old com* 
million, and eftablifhing a new one of near three 
times the number, have been the great caufe of ren¬ 
dering fo good a delign not only ufelefs, but a 
grievance inftead of a benefit to the city. In the 
prefent commiffion all the city clergy are included, 
befides a great number of fquires, not only thofe 
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who refide in Dublin and the neighbourhood, but 
feverai who live at a great diftance, and cannot 
poftibly have the leaft concern for the advantage of 
the city. 

At the few general meetings that I have attended 
ilnce the new eftablilhment, I obferved very little 
was done except one or two acls of extreme juft ice, 
which I then thought might as well have been fpar- 
ed : and I have found the court of affiftants ufual- 
ly taken up in little wrangles about coachmen, or 
adjufting accounts of meal and lmall beer; which, 
however neceflary, might fometimes have given 
place to matters of much greater moment, I mean 
fome fchemes recommended to the general board 
for anfwering the chief ends in erecting and efta- 
blilhing itich a poor-houfe, and endowing it with 
fo coniiderable a revenue : and the principal end I 
take to have been that of maintaining the poor and 
orphans of the city, where the parifhes are not able 
to do it ; and clearing the ftreets from all ftrollers, 
foreigners, and fturdy beggars, with which, to the 
univerfal complaint and admiration, Dublin is 
more infefted iince the eftablilhment of the poor- 
houfe, than it was ever known to be fince its firft 
creation. 

As the whole fund for fupporting this hofpital is 
raifed only from the inhabitants of the city ; fo 
there can be hardly any thing more abfurd than to 
fee it mifemployed in maintaining foreign beggars 
and baftards, or orphans of farmers, whole coun¬ 
try landlords never contributed one Ihilling towards 
their fupport. I would engage, that half this re¬ 
venue, if employed with common care, and no ve¬ 
ry great degree of common honefty, would main¬ 
tain all the real obje<fls of charity in this city, ex¬ 
cept a lmall number of original poor in every pa- 
rilh, who might, without being burthenfome to 
the parilhioners, find a tolerable fupport. 

I have, for fome years paft, applied myfelf to 
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feveral Lord Mayors, and the late Archbilhop of 
Dublin, for a remedy to this evil of foreign beg¬ 
gars ; and they all appeared ready to receive a very 
plain propofal, I mean that of badging the ongi- 
nal poor of every pariih, who begged in the ifrcets; 
that the faid beggars ihould be confined to their 
own parifhes ; that they ihould wear their badges 
well fewn upon one of their fhoulders, always viil- 
ble, on pain of being whipped and turned out 
of town ; or whatever legal puniihment may be 
thought proper and efte&ual. But, by the wrong 
way of thinking in fome clergymen, and the indif¬ 
ference of others, this method was perpetually de¬ 
feated, to their own continual diiquiet, which they 
do not ill deferve ; and if the grievance afte&ed 
only them, it would be of lefs conlequence; be- 
caufe the remedy is in their own power: but all 
ftreet-walkers and ihopkeepers bear an equal iliare 
in its hourly vexation. 

I never heard more than one objection again if 
this expedient of badging the poor, and confining 
their walks to their feveral parilhes. 1 be objection 
was this: What fhall we do with the foreign beg¬ 
gars ? muft they be left to ftarve ? I anfwercd. 
No; but they muft be driven or whipped out of 
town ; and let the next country-pariih do as they 
pleafe, or rather, after the practice in England, 
fend them from one pariih to another, until they 
reach their own homes. By the old laws of Eng¬ 
land {fill in force, every pariih is bound to main¬ 
tain its own poor ; and the matter is of no fuch 
confequence in this point as fome would make it, 
whether a country pariih be rich or poor. In the 
remoter and poorer parilhes of the kingdom, all 
necelfaries for life, proper for poor people, are 
comparatively cheaper; I mean butter-milk, oat¬ 
meal, potatoes, and other vegetables ; and every 
farmer or cottager, who is not himfelf a beggar, 
can fometimes fpare a fup or a morfel, not worth 
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the fourth part of a farthing, to an indigent neigh¬ 
bour of his own parifh, who is difabled from work. 
A beggar native of the parifli is known to the 
{quire, to the church-minifter, to the popiih priefi, 
or the conventicle-teacher, as well as to every far¬ 
mer : he hath generally fome relations able to live, 
and contribute l'omething to his maintenance. None 
of which advantages can be reaibnably expedted 
on a removal to places where he is altogether un¬ 
known. If lie be not quite maimed, he and his 
trull, and litter of brats (if he has any), may get 
half their fupport by doing fome kind of work in 
their power, and thereby be left burden fome to 
the people. In fhort, all neceffaries of life grow 
in the country, and not in cities, and are cheaper 
where they grow; nor is it equitable that beggars 
fhould put us to the charge of giving them victuals, 
and the carriage too. 

But when the fpirit of wandering takes him, at¬ 
tended by his females and their equipage of chil¬ 
dren, he becomes a nuifance to the whole country: 
he and his female arc thieves, and teach the trade 
of healing to their brood at four years old ; and if 
his infirmities be counterfeit, it is dangerous for a 
fingle perfon unarmed to meet him on the road. 
He wanders from one country to another, but hill 
with a view to th s town, whither he arrives at laft, 
and enjoys all the privileges of a Dublin beggar. 

I do not wonder that the country-fquires' ihould 
be very willing to fend up their colonies; but why 
the city fhould be content to receive them, is be¬ 
yond my imagination. 

If the city were obliged by their charter to main¬ 
tain a thou land beggars, they could do it cheaper 
by eighty per cint . a hundred miles off than in this 
town, or in any of its fuburbs. 

There is no village in Connaught, that in pro¬ 
portion (hares fo deeply in the daily increafing mi- 
feries of Ireland, as its capital city; to which mi- 
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feries there hardly remained any addition, except 
the perpetual fwarms of foreign beggars, who might 
be baniihed in a month without expenfc, and with 
very little trouble. 

As I am perfonally acquainted with a great num¬ 
ber of ftreet-beggars, I find fome weak attempts 
have been made in one or two parifhes to promote 
the wearing of badges ; and my firlt queftion to 
thofe who afk an alms is, “ Where is your badge?” 
I have, in feveral years, met with about a dozen 
who were ready to produce them, lome out of their 
pockets, others from under their coat, and two or 
three on their llioulders, only covered with a fort 
of capes which they could lift up or let down upon 
occafion. They are too lazy to work ; they are 
not afraid to fteal, nor afhamed to beg, and yet 
are too proud to be feen with a badge, as many of 
them have confeffed to me, and not a few in very 
injurious terms, particularly the females. They all 
look upon fuch an obligation as a high indignity 
done to their office. I appeal to all indifferent 
people, whether fuch wretches deferve to be reliev¬ 
ed. As to myfelf, I muff confefs, this abfurd in- 
folence hath fo affected me, that for feveral years 
pail, I have not difpofed of one iingle farthing to 
a ftreet-beggar, nor intend to do fo until I fee a 
better regulation ; and I have endeavoured to per- 
fuade all my brother-walkers to follow my example, 
which moft of them affiire me they do. For, if 
beggary be not able to beat out pride, it cannot 
deferve charity. However, as to perfons in coach¬ 
es and chairs, they bear but little of the perfecu- 
tion we fuffer, and are willing to leave it entirely 
upon us. 

To fay the truth, there is not a more undeferv- 
ing vitious race of humankind, than the bulk of 
thofe who are reduced to beggary, even in this beg¬ 
garly country. For, as a great part of our pub¬ 
lic miferies is originally owing to our own faults, 
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(but what thofe faults are, I am grown by experi¬ 
ence too wary to mention), fo I am confident, that 
among the meaner people nineteen in twenty of 
thofe who arc reduced to a darving condition, did. 
not become fo by what the lawyers call the work of 
God either upon their bodies or goods ; but mere¬ 
ly from their own idienefs, attended with all man¬ 
ner of vices, particularly drunkennefs, thievery, 
and cheating. 

Whoever inquires, as I have frequently done, 
from thofe who have afked me an alms, what was 
their former courfe of life, will find them to have 
been fervants in good families, broken tradefmen, 
labourers, cottagers, and what they call decayed 
houfekeepers ; but (to ufe their own cant) reduced 
by Ioffes and croffes, by which nothing can be un- 
derdood but idienefs and vice. 

As this is the only Chriitian country where peo¬ 
ple, contrary to the old maxim, are the poverty 
and not the riches of the nation ; fo the blefling of 
increafe and multiply, is by us converted into a curfe; 
and as marriage hath been ever countenanced in all 
free countries, fo we ihould be lefs miferable if it 
were difeouraged in ours, as far as can be confid¬ 
ant with Chridianity. It is feldom known in Eng¬ 
land, that the labourer, the lower mechanic, the 
fervant, or the cottager, thinks of marrying, until 
he hath faved up a ftock of money fufficient to 
carry on his bufinefs; nor takes a wife without a 
fuitable portion ; and as feldom fails of making a 
yearly addition to that dock, with a view of provid¬ 
ing for his children. Rut in this kingdom the cafe 
is dire&ly contrary, where many thoufand couples 
are yearly married, whofe whole united fortunes, 
bating the rags on their backs, would not be luffi- 
cient to purchafe a pint of butter-milk for their 
wedding-fupper, nor have any profpett of fupport- 
ing their honourable date but by fervice, or labour, 
or thievery. Nay, their happinefs is often defer¬ 
red 
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red until they find credit to borrow, or cunning to 
Real a lhilling to pay their Popifh prieft, or infa¬ 
mous couple-beggar. Surely no miraculous por¬ 
tion of wifdom would be required, to find fome 
kind of remedy againft this deftru£tive evil, or, at 
leaf!:, not to draw the confequences of it upon 
our decaying city, the greateft part whereof mu ft 
of courfe, in a few years, become defolate, or in 
ruins. 

In all other nations, that are not abfolutcly bar¬ 
barous, parents think themfelves bound by the law 
of nature and reafon, to make fome provifion for 
their children ; but the reafon offered by the inha¬ 
bitants of Ireland for marrying is, that they may 
have children to maintain them when they grow 
old, and unable to work. 

I am informed, that we have been for fome time 
paft extremely obliged to England for one very be¬ 
neficial branch of commerce; for, it deems, they 
are grown fo gracious as to tranfmit us continually 
colonies of beggars, in return for a million of mo¬ 
ney they receive yearly from hence. That I may 
give no offence, I profefs to mean real Englifh beg¬ 
gars, in the literal meaning of the word, as it is u- 
fually underftood by Proteftants. It feems the juf- 
tices of the peace and parifli-ofiicers in the weftern 
coalls of England have a good while followed the 
trade of exporting hither their fupernumerary beg¬ 
gars, in order to advance the Englith Proteftant in- 
tereft among us; and thefe they are fo kind to fend 
over gratis and duty-free. I have had the honour 
more than once to attend large cargos of them 
from Chefter to Dublin : and I was then fo igno¬ 
rant as to give my opinion, that our city fhould re¬ 
ceive them into Bridewell, and, after a month’s re- 
fldence, having been well whipped twice a-day, fed 
with bran and water, and put to hard labour, they 
fhould be returned honeftly back with thanks, as 
cheap as they came : or, if that were not approv- 
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ed of, I propofed, that whereas one Englifhman is 
allowed to be of equal intrinfic value with twelve 
born in Ireland, we Ihould in juftice return them 
a dozen for one to difpole of as they pleafed. 

As to the native poor of this city, there would 
be little or no damage in confining them to their 
ieveral parifhes. For inflance : a beggar of the 
parifh of St. Warborough’s, or any other parilli 
here, if he be an objeft of compaffion, hath an 
equal chance to receive his proportion of alms from 
every charitable hand : becaufe the inhabitants, one 
or other walk through every ftreet in town, and 
give their alms, without confidering the place, 
wherever they think it may be well difpofed of; 
and thefe helps, added to what they get in eatables 
by going fromhoufe to houf'e among the gentry and 
citizens, will, without being very burthenfome, be 
fuflicient to keep them alive. 

It is true, the poor of the fuburh-parifhcs will 
not have altogether the fame advantage, becaufe they 
arc not equally in the road of bufinefs and pafTeu- 
gers : but here it is to be confidered, that the beg¬ 
gars there have not fo good a title to public chari¬ 
ty, becaufe moft of them are flrollcrs from the 
country, and compofe a principal part of that great 
nuifance which we ought to remove. 

I Ihould be apt to think, that few things can be 
more irkfome to a city minifter, than a number ot 
beggars which do not belong to his diftrift, whom 
he hath no obligation to take care of, who are no 
part of his flock, and who take the bread out of 
the mouths of thofe to whom it properly belongs. 
When I mention this abule to any minifter of a 
city-parilh, he ufually lays the fault upon the bea¬ 
dles, who, he fays, are bribed by the foreign beg¬ 
gars ; and, as thofe beadles often keep alehoufes, 
they fnd their account in fuch cuftomcrs. This' 
evil might caiilv be remedied, if the parifhes would 
make fomc fmall addition to the falaries of a bea¬ 
dle. 
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die, and be more careful in the choice of thole 
officers. But, I conceive, there is one effectual 
method in the power of every minifter to put in 
practice ; I mean, by making it the intereft of all 
his own original poor to drive out intruders : for 
if the pariih beggars were abfolutely forbidden by 
the minifter and church-officers to fuffer ftrollers to 
come into the pariih, upon pain of themfelves 
not being permitted to beg alms at the church- 
doors, or at the lioufes and iliops of the inhabitants* 
they would prevent interlopers more effedlually 
than twenty beadles. 

And here I cannot but take notice of the great 
indifcretion of our city-ihopkeepers, who fuffer 
their doors to be daily befieged by crouds of beg¬ 
gars (as the gates of a lord are by duns), to the 
great difguit and vexation of many cuftomers, whom 
I have frequently obferved to go to other iliops, ra¬ 
ther than fuffer fuch a perfecution ; which might 
eaiily be avoided, if no foreign beggars were allow¬ 
ed to infeft them. 

Wherefore I do affert, that the fhopkeepers, who 
are the greateft complainers of this grievance, la¬ 
menting that for every cuftomer they are worried 
by fifty beggars, do very well deierve what they 
fuffer, when a ’prentice with a horfe-whip is able 
to laih every beggar from the (hop who is not ot 
the pariffi, and doth not wear the badge of that 
pariih on his flioulder, well fattened, and failly vi- 
lible; and if this practice were univerfal in every 
houfe to all the ffurdy vagrants, we ihould in a lew 
weeks clear the town of all mendicants, except 
thofe who have a proper title to our charity : as for 
the aged and infirm, it would b. fufficient to B lve 
them nothing, and then they mud ftarve, or lollow 
their brethren. 

It was the city that firft endowed this hoipital, 
and thofe who afterwards contributed, as they were 
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fuch who generally inhabited here, fo they intend¬ 
ed what they gave to be for the ufe of the city's 
poor. The revenues, which have fince been railed 
by parliament, are wholly paid by the city, without 
the lead: charge upon any other part of the king¬ 
dom ; and therefore nothing could more defeat the 
original defign, than to mifapply thofe revenues on 
ftrollirig beggars or badards from the country, 
which bears no fliare in the charges we are at. 

If fomc of the out-parilhes be overburthened 
with poor, the reafon mud: be, that the greated 
part of thofe poor are d rollers from the country, 
who nedle themfelves where they can find the 
cheaped lodgings, and from thence infed every 
part of the town, out of which they ought to be 
whipped as a mod: infuflerabie nuifance, being no¬ 
thing eife but a profligate clan of thieves, drunk¬ 
ards, heathens, and whoremongers, fitter to be 
rooted out of the face of the earth, than differed 
to levy a vaft annual tax upon the city, which 
lhares too deep in the public miferies brought on 
us by the oppreflions we lie under from our neigh¬ 
bours, our brethren, our countrymen, our Fellow- 
Proteftants, and fellow-fubjetts. 

Some time ago I was appointed one of a com¬ 
mittee to inquire into the date of the workhoufe ; 
where we found that a charity was bedowed by a 
great perfon for a certain time, which in its confe- 
quences operated very much to the detriment of the 
houfe; for, when the time was elapfed, all thofe 
who were fupported by that charity continued on 
the fame foot with the red on the foundation; and, 
being generally a pack of profligate, vagabond 
wretches, from feveral parts of the kingdom, cor¬ 
rupted all the red; fo partial, or treacherous, or 
intereded, or ignorant, or midaken, are generally 
all recommenders, not only to employments, but 
even to charity itfelf. 
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I know it is complained, that the difficulty of 
driving foreign beggars out of the city is charged 
upon the bellowers, (as they are called), who find 
their accounts beft in flittering thofe vagrants to fol¬ 
low their trade through every part of the town. 
But this abufe might eafily be remedied, and very 
much to the advantage of the whole city, if better 
falaries were given to thofe who excute that office 
in the feveral parishes, and would*make it their in- 
tereft to clear the town of thofe caterpillars, rather 
than hazard the lofs of an employment that would 
give them an honeft livelihood. But, if thatfhould 
fail, yet a general refolution of never giving charity 
to a ftreet-beggar out of his own parifh, or with¬ 
out a vilible badge, would infallibly force all va¬ 
grants to depart. 

There is generally a vagabond fpirit in beggars, 
which ought to be difcouraged, and feverely pu¬ 
nched. It is owing to the fame caufes that drove 
them into poverty ; I mean, idlenefs, drunkennefs, 
and rafli marriages without the leaf!: profpect of 
fupporting a family by honeft endeavours, which 
never came into their thoughts. It is obferved, 
that hardly one beggar in twenty looks upon him- 
felf to be relieved by receiving bread, or other 
food ; and they have in this town been frequently 
feen to pour out of their pitchers good broth, that 
hath been given them, into the kennel; neither do 
they much regard cloaths, unlefs to fell them ; for 
their rags are part of their tools with which they 
work : they want only ale, brandy, and other 
ftrong liquors, which cannot be had without mo¬ 
ney : and money, as they conceive, always abounds 
in the metropolis. 

I had fome other thoughts to offer upon this 
fubjedl. But as I am a defponder in my nature, 
and have tolerably well difcovered the difpofition 
of our people, who never will move a ftep towards 
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eailng themfelves from any one Angle grievance; it 
will be thought, that I have already faid too much, 
and to little or no purpofe, which hath often been 
the fate or fortune of the writer. 


April 22. 

1737 - 


J. SWIFT. 
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ADVICE to the freemen of the city of 
Dublin, in the choice of a Member to 
reprefent them in parliament *. 

T HOSE few writers, who, fince the death of 
Alderman Burton, have employed their pens 
in giving advice to our citizens, how they ihould 
proceed in electing a new reprefentative for the next 
ieffions, having laid afide their pens; ^ I have rea- 
fon to hope, that all true lovers of their country in 
general, and particularly thofe who have any re¬ 
gard for the privileges and liberties of this great 
and ancient city, will think a fecond, and a third 
time, before they come to a final determination up¬ 
on what perfon they refolve to fix their choice. 

I am told, there are only two perfons who fet up 
for candidates : one is the prefent Lord Mayor +, 
and the other J, a gentleman of good efleem, and 
alderman of the city, a merchant of reputation, 
and pofiefled of a confiderable office || under the 
crown. The queftion is, Which of thcfe two per¬ 
fons it will be moft for the advantage ot the city to 
deft ? I have but little acquaintance with either, 10 
that my inquiries will be very impartial, and drawn 
only from the general character acd fituation or 
both. 

* This piece was published in the year17 ? an ^ as k L ' e 

ufeful upon a like occaGon, \vc have here given it a place. 

J- Humphry Fiench. 

X John Macaral. 

|| Kegifter to the barracks. 
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In order to this, I muff offer my countrymen 
and fellow-citizens fomc reafons why I think they 
ought to be more than ordinarily careful at this 
jundlure, upon whom they bellow their votes. 

To perform this with more clearnefs, it may be 
proper to give you a lhort ftate of our unfortunate 
country. 

We conllft of two parties, I do not mean Popifli 
and Protellant, high and low church, Epifcopal and 
Sectarians, Whig and Tory ; but of thofe of Eng- 
lifh who happen to be born in this kingdom, (whole 
anccftors reduced the whole nation under the obe¬ 
dience of the Engl ill) crown), and the gentlemen 
fent from t’other fide to poffefs mod: of the chief 
employments here. This latter party is very much 
enlarged and flrengtliened by the whole power in 
the church, the law, the army, the revenue, and 
the civil adminiftration depolited in their hands : 
although for polical ends, and to fave appearances, 
fome employments are ftill depofited (yet gradually 
in a fmaller number) to perfons born here. This 
proceeding, fortified with good words and many 
promifes, is fufficient to flatter and feed the hopes 
of hundreds, who will never be one farthing the 
better, as they might eafily be convinced, if they 
were qualified to think at all. 

Civil employments of all kinds have been for £e- 
veral years paft with great prudence made preca¬ 
rious, and during pleafure ; by which means the 
pofleflors are, and muff inevitably be, for ever de¬ 
pendent ; yet thofe very few of any confequence, 
which being dealt with lo iparing a hand to perfons 
born among us, are enough to keep hope alive in 
great numbers, who defire to mend their condition 
by the favour of thofe in power. 

Now, my dear fellow-citizens, how is it pofllble 
you can conceive that any perfon who holds an of¬ 
fice of fome hundred pounds a-year, which may be 
taken from him whenever power lhall think fit, 
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will, if he fhould be chofen a member for any city, 
do the leaft thing, when he fits in the houfe, that 
he knows or fears may be difpleafing to thofe who 
gave him, or continue him in that office ? Believe 
me, thefe are no times to expert fuch an exalted de¬ 
gree of virtue from mortal men. Blazing ftars are 
much more frequently feen than fuch heroical wor¬ 
thies. And I could fooner hope to find ten thou- 
fand pounds by digging in my garden, than fuch a 
phoenix by fearching among the prefent race of 
mankind. 

I cannot forbear thinking it a very erroneous as 
well as modern maxim of politics in the Englifh 
nation, to take every opportunity of depreffing 
Ireland, whereof an hundred inftances may be pro¬ 
duced in points of the higheft importance, had 
within the memory of every middle-aged man : 
although many of the greateft perfons among that 
party which now prevails, have formerly, upon that 
article, much differed in their opinion from their 
prefent fucceffors. 

But fo the fa<R ftands at prefent. It is plain, 
that the court and country party here (I mean in 
the houfe of Commons) very feldom agree in any 
thing but their loyalty to his prefent Majefty, their 
relolutions to make him and his viceroy eafy in the 
government, to the utmoft of their power, under 
the prefent condition of the kingdom. But the 
perfons fent from England, who (to a trifle) are 
poffeffed of the foie executive power in all its 
branches, with their few adherents in poffeffion 
who were born here, and hundreds of expectants, 
hopers, and promifees, put on quite contrary notions 
with regard to Ireland. They count upon a uni- 
verfal fubmiffion to whatever fliall be demanded ; 
wherein they aCt fafelv, becaufe none of themfelves, 
except the candidates, feel the leaft of our pref- 
fures. 
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I remember a perfon of diftinclion Tome days ago 
affirmed in a good deal of mixed company, and of 
both parties, that the gentry from England, who 
now enjoy our higheft employments of all kinds, 
can never be poffibiy lofers of one farthing by the 
greateft calamities that can befal this kingdom, ex¬ 
cept a plague that would fweep away a million of 
our hewers of wood, and drawers of water ; or an 
invafion that would fright our grandees out of the 
kingdom. For this perfon argued, that while there 
was a penny left in the treafury, the civil and milb 
tary lift mull be paid ; and that the Epiicopal reve¬ 
nues, which are ufually farmed out at fix times be¬ 
low the real value, could hardly fail. He infilled 
farther, that, as money diminiihed, the prices of 
all .neceffaries for Life mnft of confequence do fo 
too, which would be for the advantage of all per- 
fions in employment, as well as of my Lords the 
Bifhops, and to the ruin of every body elfe. Among 
the company there wanted not men in office, belides 
one or two expectants : yet I did not obferve any of 
iliem difpofed to return an anfwer : but the confe- 
quences drawn were thefe : That the great men in 
power fent hither from the other fide were by no 
means upon the fame foot with his Majefty’s other 
iubje&s of Ireland. They had no common liga¬ 
ment to bind them with us ; they fuftered not with 
our fufferings, and if it were poffible for us to have 
any caufe of rejoicing, they could not rejoice with 
us. 

Suppofe a perfon, born in this kingdom, fiiatl 
happen, by his fervices for the Engl if h intereft to 
have an employment conferred on him worth four 
hundred pounds a-year; and that he hath likewife 
an eftate in land worth four hundred pounds a-ycar 
more : fuppofe him to fit in parliament : then, 
fuppofe a land-tax to be brought in of five fliillings 
a-pound for ten years ; I tell you how this gentle¬ 
man will compute. He hath four hundred pounds 
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a-year in land : the tax he mu ft pay yearly is one 
hundred pounds; by which, in ten years, he will 
pay only a thoufand pounds. But if he gives his 
vote againft this tax, he will lofe four thoufand 
pounds bv being turned out of his employment, 
together with the power and influence he hath, by 
virtue or colour cf his employment; and thus the 
balance will be againft him three thoufand pounds. 

I defire, my fellow-citizens, you will pleaie to 
call to mind how many perfons you can vouch for 
among your acquaintance, who have fo much vir¬ 
tue and felf-denial, as to lofe four hundred pounds 
a-year for life, together with the frailes and favour 
of power, and the hopes of higher advancement, 
merely out of a generous love of his country. 

The contentions of parties in England are very 
different from thofe among us. The battle there is 
fought for power and riches ; and fo it is indeed 
among us : but whether a great employment be gi¬ 
ven to Tom or to Peter, they were both born in 
England, the profits are to be fpent there. All 
employments (except a very few) are beftowed on 
the natives : they do not fend to Germany, Holland, 
Sweden, or Denmark, much lefs to Ireland, for 
chancellors, biihops, judges, or other officers. 
Their falaries, whether well or ill got, are employ¬ 
ed at home ; and whatever their morals or politics 
be, the nation is not the poorer, 

The houfe of Commons in England have fre¬ 
quently endeavoured to limit the number of mem¬ 
bers, who fhould be allowed to have employments 
under the crown. Several ads have been made to 
that purpofe, which many wife men think are not 
vet effectual enough, and many of them are render¬ 
ed ineffectual by leaving the power of re-ele<ftion. 
Our houfe of Commons coniifts, I think, of about 
three hundred members ; if one hundred of thefe 
fhould happen to be made up of perfons already 
provided for, joined with expeCters, compliers, 
L 1 2 eafy 
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eafy to be perfuaded, fuch as will give a vote for a 
friend who is in hopes to get (binething; if they be 
merry companions, without fulpicion, of a natural 
balhfulnefs, not apt or able to look forwards; if 
good words, fmiles, and careffcs, have any power 
over them, the larger part of a fecond hundred may 
be very eafily brought in at a moft reafonable rate. 

There is an Englifhman * of no long handing a- 
mong us, but in an employment of great truft, 
power, and profit. This excellent perfon did late¬ 
ly publifh, at his own expenle, a pamphlet, printed 
in England by authority, to juftify the bill for a ge¬ 
neral excife, or inland duty, in order to introduce 
that bleffed fcheme among us. What a tender care 
muft luch an Englifli patriot for Ireland have of our 
intereft, if he fliould condefcend to lit in our par¬ 
liament ? I will bridle my indignation. However, 
methinks I long to fee that mortal, who would with 
pleafure blow us up all at a blaft ; but he duly re¬ 
ceives his thoufand pounds a year; makes his pro- 
grefs like a king; is received in pomp at every town 
f and village where he travels, and fliines in the 
Englilli news-papers. 

I will now apply what I have faid to you, my bre¬ 
thren and fellow-citizens. Count upon it, as a truth 
next to your creed, that no one perfon in office, of 
which he is not mafter for life, whether born here 
or in England, will ever hazard that office for the 
good of this country. One of your candidates is 
of this kind, and I believe him to be an honeft gen¬ 
tleman, as the word bonejl is gencrelly underllood. 
But he loves his employment better than he doth 
you, or his country, or all the countries upon earth. 
Will you contribute or give him city-fccurity to pay 
him the value of his employment, if it fhould be ta- 

* Edward Thomfon, Efq; member of parliament for York, and 
a commillioner of the revenue of Ireland. 

■f Mr Thomfon was prefented with Jii$ freedom of feveral corpo¬ 
rations in Ireland, 
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ken from him during his life, for voting oh all oc- 
calions with the honeft country-party in the houie ? 
although I much queftion, whether he would do 
it even upon that condition. 

Wherefore, lince there are but two candidates, 
I intreat you will fix on the prefent Lord Mayor. 
He hath fhewn more virtue, more a&ivity, more 
lkill, in one year’s government of the city, than an 
hundred years can equal. He hath endeavoured 
with great fuccefs to banifh frauds, corruptions, 
and all other abufes from amongft you. 

A dozen fuch men in power would be able to 
reform a kingdom. He hath no employment un¬ 
der the crown ; nor is likely to get or folic it for a- 
ny; his education having not turned him that way. 
I will allure for no man’s future conduct ; but he 
who hath hitherto practifed the rules of virtue with 
fo much difficulty, in fo great and lb bufy a ftation, 
deferves your thanks, and the beft return you can 
make him; and you, my brethren, have no other 
to give him, than that of reprefenting you in par¬ 
liament. Tell me not of your engagements and 
promiles to another. Your promifes were fins of 
inconlideration at beft; and you are bound to re¬ 
pent and annul them. That gentleman, although 
with good reputation, is already engaged on the o- 
ther lide. Fie hath four hundred pounds a-year 
under the crown, which he is too wife to part with, 
by facrificing fo good an eftablifhment to the empty 
names of virtue, and love of his country. I can 
allure you, the Drapier is in the interefts of the pre¬ 
fent Lord Mayor, whatever you may be tolcl to the 
contrary. I have lately heard him declare fo in pu¬ 
blic company, and offer fome of thefe very reafons 
in defence of his opinion ; although he hath a re¬ 
gard and eftecm for the other gentleman, but would 
not anfwer the good of the city and the kingdom 
for a compliment. 


The 







270 ADVICE TO THE, &c. 

The Lord Mayor’s feverity to fome unfair deal¬ 
ers fhould not turn the honeft men among them a* 
gainft him. Whatever he did, was for the advan¬ 
tage of thofe very traders whofe difhoneft member 
he punifhed. He hath hitherto been above tempta¬ 
tion to a£l wrong; and therefore, as mankind goes, 
he is the inoft likely to a& right as a reprefentative 
of your city, as he conftantly did in the govern* 
rnent of it. 
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Some Considerations humbly offered to the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, the 
court of Aldermen and Common Council 
of the Hon. city of Dublin, in the choice 
of a Recorder *. 

T HE office of Recorder to this city being va¬ 
cant by the death of a very worthy gentle¬ 
man, it is faid, thac five or fix perfons are foliat¬ 
ing to fucceed him in the employment. I am a 
ftranger to all their perfons, and to mofl of their 
characters ; which latter, I hope, will at this time 
be canvafled with more decency, than it fometimes 
happenetL upon the like occalions. Therefore, as 
I am wholly impart id, I can with more freedom 
deliver my thoughts, how the feveral perfons and 
parties concerned ought to proceed in electing a re¬ 
corder for this great and ancient city. 

And firft, as it is a very natural, fo I can by no 
means think it an unreafonable opinion, that the 
fons, or near relations of aldermen, and other de¬ 
ferring citizens, fhould be duly regarded, as pro¬ 
per competitors for an employment in the city’s 
difpoial : provided they be equally qualified with 
other candidates ; and provided that fuch employ¬ 
ments require no more than common abilities and 
common lionefty. But, in the choice of a record- 


* Upon the death of Mr. Stone, recorder of the city of Dublin, 
in the year 1733, feveral gentlemen declared themfeives candidates 
to fucceed him ; upon which the Dean wrote this paper ; and Enton 
Stannard, Efqj (a gentleman of great uoith and horcur, and very 
knowing in his profeilion). was elected. 

er. 








272 OF THE GI-IOICE 

er, the cafe is entirely different. He ought to be 
perfon of good abilities in his calling ; of an un- 
fpotted character; an able pra&itiorier ; one wht> 
hath occasionally merited of this city before : He 
ought to be of fome maturity in years ; a member 
of parliament, and likely to continue fo ; regular 
in his life; firm in his loyalty to the Hanover fuc- 
ceffion; indulgent to tender confciences ; but, at 
the fame time, a firm adherer to the eftabliShed 
church. If he be fuch a one, who hath already fat 
in parliament, it ought to be inquired of what 
weight he was there ; whether he voted on all oc¬ 
casions for the good of his country ; and particu- 
laaly for advancing the trade and freedom of this 
city : whether he be engaged in any faction, either 
national or religious : And laftly, whether he be 
a man of courage : not to be drawn from his 
duty by the frowns or menaces of power, nor cap¬ 
able to be corrupted by allurements or bribes.- . - 

Thefe, and many other particulars, are of infi¬ 
nitely more confequence than that Single circum- 
ftance of being defcended by a direct or collateral 
line from any alderman, or distinguished citizen, 
dead or alive. 

There is not a dealer or Shopkeeper in this city 
of any fubSlance, whofe thriving, lefs or more, 
may not depend upon the good or ill conduct of a 
recorder. He is to watch every motion in parlia¬ 
ment, that may the lcaSf affedl the freedom, trade, 
or welfare of it. 

In this approaching ele&ion, the Commons, as 
they are a numerous body, lo they feem to be 
moll: concerned in point ofintereft ; and their in- 
terefi: ought to be moll regarded, becaufe it alto¬ 
gether dependeth upon the true intereft of the city. 
They have no private views; and giving their votes, 
as I am informed, by balloting, they lie under no 
awe, or fear of difobliging competitors. It is 
therefore hoped, that they will duly confider, 
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which of the candidates is moft likely to advance 
the trade of themfelves and their brother-citizens ; 
to defend their liberties, both in and out of parlia¬ 
ment, againft all attempts of incroachment or op- 
preffion. And fo God direct them in the choice 
of a recorder, who may for many years fupply 
that important office with lkill, diligence, courage, 
and fidelity. And let all the people fay, Amen . 
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* 4*&4 & 4 "& 

The laft Speech and Dying Words of Ebe- 
nezer Elliston, who was executecj the 
2d day of May 1722 *. 


Pubiiflied at his defire, for the common good. 


[About the time that the following fpeech was 
written, the town was much pottered with ftreet- 
robber; who, in a barbarous manner, would leize 
on gentlemen, and take them into remote corners, 
and after they had robbed them, would leave them 
bound and gagged. It is remarkable, that this 
fpeech had fo good an effeft, that there have 
been very few robberies of that kind committed 
fince.] 

T AM now going to fuffer the jutt punittiment 
** for my crimes, prefcribed by the law of God and 
my country. I know it is the conftant cuftom, 
that thofe who come to this place fhould have 
fpeeches made for them, and cried about in their 
own hearing, as they are carried to execution ; 
and truly they are fucli fpeeches, that, although 
our fraternity be an ignorant illiterate people, they 
would make a man afhamed to have fuch nonfenfe 
and falfe Englitti charged upon him, even when he 

* This piece had a moft excellent effeft. The thieves, vaga¬ 
bonds, and all the lower clafs of people, thought it the real work of 
Ebenezer Ellifton, who had received the grounds of a goodedma* 
tnn $ and the ftyle of this paper is fo natural for a perfon in 
fuch circumftances, that it \vou:d almoft de eivc the nice!} judg¬ 
ment. On cry. 
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is going to the gallows. They contain a pretended 
account of our birth and family, of the fa£t foi 
which we are to die, of our iincere repentance, and 
a declaration of our religion. I cannot expect to 
avoid the fame treatment with my predeceffors. 
However, having had an education one or two de¬ 
grees better than thofe of my rank and prefeffion, 

1 have been coniidering, ever fincc my commit¬ 
ment, what ic might be proper for me to deliver 
upon this occafion. 

And firft, I cannot fay from the bottom of my 
heart, that I am truly forry for the offence I have 
given to God, and the world; but I am very much 
Jo, for the bad fuccefs of my villanies in bringing 
me to this untimely end. For it is plainly evident, 
that, after having fome time ago obtained a pardon 
from the crown, I again took up my old trade: 
my evil habits were io rooted in me, and I was 
grown fo unfit for any other kind of employment. 
And therefore, although, in compliance with my 
friends, I refolve to go to the gallows after the 
ufual manner, kneeling, with a book in my hand, 
and my eyes lift up ; yet I fhall feel no more de¬ 
votion in my heart than I have obferved in my 
comrades, who have been drunk among common 
whores the very night before their execution. I 
can fay farther from my own knowledge, that two 
of my fraternity after they had been hanged, and 
wonderfully came to life, and made their efcapes, 
as it fometimes happens, proved afterwards the 
wickedeft rogues 1 ever knew, and fo continued until 
they were hanged again for good and all \ and yet 
they had the impudence at both times they went to 
the galloivs to finite their breafts, and lift up their 
eyes to heaven all the way. 

Secondly, From the knowledge I have of my 
own wicked difpofitions, and that of my comrades, 
I give it as my opinion, that nothing can be more 
unfortunate to die public, than the mercy of the 
M m 2 government 
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government * n ever pardoning or tranfporting ns y 
unleis when we betray one another, as we never 
fail to do, if we are fure to be well paid, and then 
a pardon may do good; by the lame rule, That it 
is better to have but one fox in a farm than three or 
four -but we generally make a Ihift to return af- 
tei eing tranlported, and are ten times greater 
rogues than before, and much more cunning. Be- 
hdes, I know it by experience, that feme hope wc 
have of finding mercy, when wc are tried, or after 
we arc condemned, is always a great encourage- 
ment to us. ° 

Thiidly, Nothing is more dangerous to idle 
young fellows than the company of thofe odious 
common whores we frequent, and of which this 
town is full: tbefe wretches put us upon all mif- 
clnef to feed their lulls and extravgancies : thev 
are ten times more bloody and cruel than men • 
their advice is always not to fpare if we are purfu- 
cd ; they get drunk with us, and are common to 
us all ; and yet, if they can get any thing by it, 
arc lure to be our betrayers. 

Now as I am a dying man, fomething I have 
done which may be of good ufe to the public. I 
have left with an lioneft man, (and indeed the on- 
y lioneft man I was ever acquainted with), the 
names of all my wicked brethren, the prefent places 
of then abode, with a fhort account of the chief 
crimes they have committed, in many of which I 
have been their accomplice, and heard the reft 
from their own mouths ; I have likewife fet down 
the names of thole we call our fetters, of the wic¬ 
ked houres we frequent, and of thofe who receive 
and buy our ftolen goods. 1 have folemnly chars- : 

i mat J’ and have received his promile 

upon oath, that whenever he hears of any rogue to 
be tried for robbing, or houfebreaking, he will 
ook into his lift, and if he finds the name there of 
the thief concerned, to fend the whole paper to 
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the government. Of this I here give my compa¬ 
nions fair and public warning, and hope they will 
take it 

In the paper above mentioned, which I left with 
my friend, I have alfo fet down the names of feve- 
ral gentlemen who have been robbed in Dublin 
ftreets for three years paft : I have told the cir- 
cumftances of thole robberies ; and Ihewn plainly 
that nothing but the want of common courage was 
the caufe of their misfortune. I have therefore 
delired my friend, that whenever any gentleman 
happens to be robbed in the ftreets, he will get 
that relation printed and publilhed with the firit 
letters of thole gentlemens names, who by their 
own want of bravery are likely to be the caufe of 
all the mifchief of that kind which may happen for 
the future. 

I cannot leave the world without a fhort deferip- 
tion of that kind of life, which I have led for fome 
years paft ; and is exactly the fame with the reft of 
our wicked brethren. 

Although we are generally fo corrupted from 
our childhood, as to have no fenfe of goodnefs ; 
yet fomething heavy always hangs about us, I know 
not what it is, that we are never eafy till we are 
half-drunk among our whores and companions ; 
nor fleep found unlefs we drink longer than we can 
ftand. If we go abroad in the day, a wife man 
would ealily find us to be rogues by our faces, we 
have fuch a fufpicious, fearful, and conftrained 
countenance; often turning back, and {linking 
through narrow lanes and alleys. I have never 
failed of knowing a brother-thief by his looks, 
though I never faw him before. Every man among 
us keeps his particular whore, who is however 
common to us all, when we have a mind to change. 
When we have got a booty, if it be in money, we 
divide it equally among our companions, and foon 
fquander it away on our vices, in thofe houfes that 
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receive us; for the matter and miftrefs, apd the 
very tapfter, go fnacks ; and bettdes make us pay 
triple reckonings. If our plunder be plate, watch¬ 
es, rings, fnuff-boxes, and the like, we have cuf- 
tomers in all quarters of the town to take them off. 
I have feen a tankard worth fifteen pounds fold to 

a fellow in-ftreet for twenty Shillings ; and a 

gold watch for thirty. I have fet down his name, 
and that of feveral others, in the paper already men¬ 
tioned. We have fetters watching in corners, and 
by dead walls, to give us notice when a gentleman 
goes by ; efpecially if he be any thing in drink. 
I believe in my confcience, that if an account were 
mads of a thoufand pounds in ttolen goods, con- 
fidering the low rates we fell them at, the bribes 
we mutt give for concealment, the extortions of 
alehoufe-reckonings, and other neceffary charges, 
there would not remain fifty pounds clear to be di¬ 
vided among the robbers. And out of this we 
mutt find cloaths for our whores, befides treating 
them from morning to night ; who in requital re¬ 
ward us with nothing but treachery and the pox. 
For when our money is gone, they are every mo¬ 
ment threatening to inform againft us, if we will 
not go out and look for more. If any thing in 
this world be like hell, as I have heard it defcrib- 
ed by our clergy, the trueft pi&ure of it mutt be 
in the backroom of one of our alehoufes at mid¬ 
night ; where a crew of robbers and their whores 
are met together after a booty, and are beginning 
to grow drunk ; from which time, until ‘they are 
patt their lenfes, is fuch a continued horrible noifc 
of curling, blafphemv, lewdnefs, fcurrility, and 
brutilh behaviour, fuch roaring and confufioU, 
fuch a clutter of mugs and pots at each other’s 
heads ; that bedlam, in comparifon, is a Sober and 
orderly place. At latt, they all tumble from their 
ftools and benches, and tteep away the rett of the 
night; and generally the landlord or his wife, or 
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fome other whore who has a ftronger head than 
the reft, picks their pockets before they wake. The - 
misfortune is, that we can never be ealy till we are 
drunk ; and our drunkennefs conftantly expofes us 
to be more eaftly betrayed and taken. 

This is a fhort picture of the life I have led ; 
which is more miferable than that of the pooreit 
labourer, who works for four pence a-day ; and yet 
cuftom is fo ftrong, that I am confident, if I could 
make my efcape at the foot of the gallows, I fliould 
be following the fame courfe this very evening. So 
that, upon the whole, we ought to be looked upon 
as the common enemies of mankind ; whofe inte- 
reft it is to root us out like wolves and other mii- 
chievous vermin, againft which no fair play is re¬ 
quired. # 

If I have done fervice to men in what I have faid, 

I fhall hope I have done fervice to God ; and that 
will be better than a filly fpeech made for me, full 
of whining and canting, which I utterly del pile, 
and have never been uied to ; yet fuch a one I ex- 
pe£t to have my ears tormented with, as I am pair¬ 
ing along the ftreets. 

Good people, fare ye well; bad as I am, I lea\c 
many worfe behind me. I hope you fhall fee me 
die like a man the death of a dog. 


E. E. 
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The INTELLIGENCE II*. 


number I. 


I T may be faid, without offence to other cities of 
much greater confequence to the world, that our 
town of Dublin cloth not want its due proportion 
of folly and vice, both negative and imported; and 

* The Intelligencer was a weekly paper undertaken by the Dean and 
Dr. Sheridan in lyaS, of which no more than twenty numbers were 
ever publilhed. The ift, 3d, 5th, 7th, 9th, fome verfes in the 8th, 
and at the end of the 10th, the 15th, and the 19th, were written by 
the Dean The 5th and 7th are put together and printed as they were 
publilhed by Mr Pope in the 4th volume of their mifcellanies, under 
the title of An EJJ'ay on thefates of clergymen , vol. S. p. 189. The 
poetry in the 8th, is the dialogue between mad Mullimx and Timothy. 
which is printed, as it was alfo clafied by Mr Pope, in vol. 7. p 193. 
•if1?^ he intitIed ‘Mb cn nodem education , and by that name'it 
1. ; o • nd ! n V0l ‘ 7 * p - I 97 * The verfes at the end of the 10th, 
called Itm and the Fables, are printed in vol. 8. p. 66. The 15th is 
a pamphlet which Dr. Sheridan, having written a Ihort introduction, 
to, took into the Intelligencer , merely to favc the labour of writing a 
paper. It is printed in volume 4. and intitled, A fhort -vino cf the 

ir N ° * 9 ' 1S air ° 3 trart which has been before publifh- 
by itfelf: and was taken into the Intelligencer for the fame reafon 
as the former. The Dean and the DoCtor loon became weary of a 
periodical work, in which they were difappointed of affiftance; the 
price was but one halfpenny; and fo few were fold, that the printer 
could not aflord to engage a young man of proper qualifications to 
work up fuch hints as fhould be fent him ; of which there were e- 
nough, and which the undertakers hoped thus to communicate, with 
lefs labour to the public. The Intelligencers were colletied into a vo¬ 
lume, and reprinted ia England in 1730. See letter 62. 
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ns to thofe imported, we have the advantage to re¬ 
ceive them laft, and confequently, after our happy 
manner, to improve and refine upon them. 

But, becaufe there are many effects of folly and 
vice among us, whereof fome are general, and o- 
thers confined to fmaller numbers, and others a- 
gain perhaps to a few individuals ; there is a focie- 
tv lately eftablifhed, who at great expenfe have e- 
recled an office of intelligence, from which they 
are to receive weekly information of all important 
events and lingularities, which this famous metro¬ 
polis can furnifh. Stridt injunctions are given to 
have the trueft information; in order to which, 
certain qualified perfons are employed to attend 
upon duty in their feveral polls ; fome at the play- 
houfe, others in churches, fome at balls, affem- 
blies, coffeehoufes, and meetings for quadrille ; 
fome at the feveral courts of juflice, both fpiritual 
and temporal; fome at the college, fome upon my 
Lord Mayor and aldermen in their public affairs ; 
laftly, fome to converfe with favourite chamber¬ 
maids, and to frequent thofe alehoufes and brandy 
fhops where the footmen of great families meet in 
a morning ; only the * barracks and parliament- 
houfe are excepted ; becaufe we have yet found no 
enfans perdus f hold enough to venture their per¬ 
fons at either. Out of thefe and fome other ftore- 
houfes, we hope to gather materials enough to in¬ 
form, or divert, or correct, or vex the town. 

But as fatts, paffiiges, and adventures of all 
kinds are like to have the greatefl lhare in our pa¬ 
per, whereof we cannot always anfwer for the 
truth ; due care fliall be taken to have them appli¬ 
ed to feigned names, whereby all juft offence will 
be removed ; for if none be guilty, none will have 

* B Arracks, buildings for the lodgement of foldicrs. 

*f- Enfans f>;r<ius , forlo.-n hope. See Preface to the Bifliop of Sa¬ 
turn's introdufl.on, 

Vol.IV. Nn cavfe 
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caufe to blufh or be angry ; if otlierwife, then the 
guilty perfon is fafe for the future upon his prefent 
amendment, and fafe for the prefent from all but 
his own confcience. 

There is another refolution taken among us, 
which I fear will give a greater and more general 
difcontent, and is of fo lingular a nature, that I 
have hardly confidence enough to mention it, al¬ 
though it be abfolutely neceflary by way of apolo¬ 
gy for fo bold and unpopular an attempt. But fo 
it is, that we have taken a defperate counfel to pro¬ 
duce into the world every difiinguilhed action, ei¬ 
ther of jufiice, prudence, generolity, charity, friend¬ 
ship, or public lpirit, which comes well attefted to 
us. And although we fhall neither here be fo dar¬ 
ing as to alfign names, yet we fhall hardly forbear 
to give fome hints, that, perhaps, to the great dif- 
pleafure of fuch deferving perfons, may endanger 
a dilcovery. For we think, that even virtue itlelf 
fhould fubmit to fuch a mortification, as by its vifi- 
bility and example will render it more ufeful to the 
world. But however, the readers of thefe papers 
need not be in pain of being overcharged with fo 
dull and ungrateful a fubject. And yet who knows, 
but fuch an occafion may he offered to us once in 
a year or two, after we have fettled a correfpon- 
dence round the kingdom. 

But after all our boafts of materials fent us by 
our feveral emifiaries, we may probably foon fall 
ihort, if the town will not be pleafcd to lend us 
further afiiftance towards entertaining itlelf. The 
world beft knows its own faults and virtues, and 
whatever is fent fhall be faithfully returned back, 
only a little embellifhed, according to the cufiom 
of authors. We do therefore demand and ex¬ 
pect continual advertifements in great numbers, to 
to be fent to the printfr of this paper, who hath 
employed a judicious fecretary to collect fuch as may 
be mo ft ufeful for the public. 


And 
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And although we do not intend to expofe our own 
perfons by mentioning names, yet we are fo far from 
requiring the fame caution in our correfpondents, 
that, on the contrary, we exprefsly charge and 
command them, in all the fadts they fend us, to fet 
down the names, titles, and places of abode at 
length; together with a very particular defeription 
of the “ perfons, dreiTes, difpolltions of the fever- 
“ al lords, ladies, ’fquires, madams, lawyers, game- 
<c fters, toupees, fots, wits, rakes, and informers,” 
whom they fhall have occalion to mention ; other- 
wife it will not be poffible for us to adjuft our ftyle 
to the different qualities and capacities of the perfon 
concerned, and treat them with the refpedt or fa¬ 
miliarity, that may be due to their Rations and 
charadters, which we are determined to obferve with 
the utmoft ftrictnefs, that none may have caufe to 
complain. 

NUMBER III, 

Ipfe per cmnes 

lbit perfonaSy et turbam reddet in unam. 

T He players having now almoft done with the 
comedy called the Beggar’s Opera for the fea- 
fon; it may be no unpleafent fpeculation, to reffedf 
a little upon this dramatic piece, fo fingular in the 
fubjecl and manner, fo much an original, and 
which hath frequently given fo very agreeable an 
entertainment *. 

Athough an evil tafte be very apt to prevail, 
both here and in London ; yet there is a point, 
which whoever can rightly touch will never fail of 
pleafing a very great majority ; fo great, that the 

* Sec Letters to and from Dr. Swift, 

N n 2 


diflikers. 
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diflikers, out of dulnefs or affectation, will be filent, 
and forced to fall in with the herd : the point I 
mean is, what we call humour; which, in its per¬ 
fection, is allowed to be much preferable to wit ; 
if it be not rather the molt ufeful and agreeable 
fpecies of it. 

I agree with Sir William Temple, that the word 
is peculiar to our Engliih tongue ; but I differ from 
him in the opinion, that the thing itfelf is peculiar 
to the Engliih nation ; becaufe the contrary may be 
found in many Spanifli, Italian, and French pro¬ 
ductions : and particularly, whoever hath a taffe 
for true humour, will find an hundred inffances of 
it in thefe volumes printed in France under the 
name of Le Theatre It alien ; to fay nothing of Ra¬ 
belais, Cervantes, and many others. 

Now, I take the comedy, or farce, (or whatever 
name the critics will allow it), called the Beggar’s 
Opera to excel in this article of humour ; and, 
upon that merit, to have met with fuch prodigious 
fuccefs, both here and in England. 

As to poetry, eloquence, and mufic, which are 
laid to have moft power over the minds of men ; 
it is certain, that very few have a taffe or judgment 
of the excellencies of the two former ; and if a man 
iucceed in either, it is upon the authority of thofe 
few judges, that lend their taffe to the bulk of 
readers, who have none of their own. I am told 
there are as few good judges in mufic; and that 
among thofe who croud the operas, nine in ten 
go thither merely out of curiofity, fafliion, or af- 
feClation. 

but a taffe for humour is in fome manner fixed 
to the very nature of man, and generally obvious 
to the vulgar, except upon fubjeCts too refined, and 
iupenor to their underftanding. 

And as thjs taffe of humour is purely natural, 
fo is humour itfelf; neither is it a ralent confined 
to men of wit or learning; for we obferve it fome- 

tim$$ 
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times among common iervants, and the meaneft of 
the people, while the very owners are often igno¬ 
rant of the gift they poflefs. 

I know very well, that this happy talent is con¬ 
temptibly treated by critics, under the name of low 
humour, or low comedy; but I know likewife that 
the Spaniards and Italians, who arc allowed to have 
the mod wit of any nations in Europe, do mod 
excel in it, and do mod efleem it. 

By what difpofition of the mind, what influence 
of the flats, or what flotation of the climate, this 
endowment is bellowed upon mankind, may be a 
queftion fit for phiiofophers to difeufs. It is ^cer¬ 
tainly the belt ingredient towards that kind or la- 
tire which is molt uleful, and gives the lcaft of¬ 
fence ; which, inftead of lalhing, laughs men out 
of their follies and vices ; and is the character that 
gives Horace the preference to Juvenal. 

And although forne things are too ferious, fo- 
lemn, or facred, to be turned into tidicule, yet 
the abides of them are certainly not ; flnee it is 
allowed, that corruptions in religion, politics, and 
law, may be proper topics for this kind of fatire. 

There are two ends that men propofe in writing 
fatire : one of them lefs noble than the other, as 
regarding nothing further than the private latisfac 
tion and pleafure of the writer ; but without any 
view towards perfonai malice : the other is a pub¬ 
lic fpirit, prompting men of genius and virtue to 
mend the world as far as they are able. And as 
both thefe ends are innocent, lb the latter is high¬ 
ly commendable. AV ith regard to the former T 
demand, whether I have nor as good a title to laugh 
as men have to be ridiculous t and to cxpole vice, 
as another hath to be vitious. It 1 ridicule the lol¬ 
lies and corruptions of . a court, aminiftry, or a le¬ 
gate, are they not amply paid by penfions. titles, 
and power, while I expect and dcfiie no ^o.nci re¬ 
ward, than that of iaughing with a few friends in 
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a corner ? yet if thofe who take offence think me 
in the wrong, I am ready to change the fcene with 
them whenever they pleafe. 

But if my defign be to make mankind better, 
then I think it is my duty ; at leaft, I am fure it is 
tae interest of thofe very courts and minifters, 
whole follies or vices I ridicule, to reward me for 
my good intentions : for if it be reckoned a high 
point of wifdom to get the laughers on our fide, 
it is much more eafy, as well as wife, to get thofe 
on our fide, who can make millions laugh when 
they* pleafe. 

<£ M y reafon for mentioning courts and minifters, 
(whom I never think on but with the moft pro¬ 
found veneration),” is, becaufe an opinion ob¬ 
tains, that in the Beggar’s Opera there appears to 
be fome reflection upon courtiers and ftatefmen, 
whereof I am by no means a judge. 

It is true, indeed, that Mr. Gay, the author of 
this piece, hath bepn fomewhat fingular in the 
courfe of his fortunes; for it hath happened, that 
aftei fourteen years attending the court, with a 
large fitock of real merit, a modeft and agreeable 
converfation, a hundred promifes, and five hun¬ 
dred friends, he hath failed of preferment ; and 
upon a very weighty reafon. He lay under the 
fuipicion of having written a libel or lampoon a- 
gainfi a great minifter *. It is true, that great mi- 
nilrer was demonftratively convinced, and publicly 
owned his conviction, that Mr. Gay was not the 
author ; out having lain under the fufpicion, it 
feemed very juft that he fliould fuffer the punifii- 
ment; becaufe, in this moft reformed age, the vir¬ 
tues of a prime minifier arc no more to Be fufpeCt- 
cd, than the chaftity of Csefar’s wife. 

It muft be allowed, that the Beggar’s Opera is 
not the fir ft of Mr. Gay’s works, wherein he hath 


be^n 


* Sir Robcrt Walpole, afterwards Earl of Orford. 
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been faulty with regard to courtiers and ftatefmen. 
For to omit his other pieces; even in his fables, 
publifhed within two years paft, and dedicated to 
the Duke of Cumberland, for which he was pro- 
mifed a reward, he hath been thought fomewhat 
too bold upon the courtiers. And although it be 
highly probable he meant only the courtiers of for¬ 
mer times, yet he a£ted unwarily, by not confider- 
ing, that the malignity of fome people might mif- 
interpret what he faid to the difadvantage of pre¬ 
fen t perfons and affairs. 

But I have now done with Mr. Gay as a politi¬ 
cian ; and fhall confider him henceforward only as 
author of the Beggar’s Opera, wherein he haih, 
by a turn of humour, entirely new, placed vices 
of all kinds in the ftrongeft and moft odious light; 
and thereby done eminent fervice both to religion 
and morality. This appears from the unparallelled 
fuccefs he hath met with. All ranks, parties, and 
denominations of men, either crouding to fee his 
opera, or reading it with delight in their clofets; even 
minifters of ftate, whom he is thought to have moft 
offended, (next to thofe whom the a£tors reprefent), 
appearing frequently at the theatre, from a con- 
fcioufnefs of their own innocence, and to convince 
the world how unjuft a parallel malice, envy, and 
difaffe&ion to the government have made. 

I am affured, that feveral worthy clergymen in 
this city went privately to fee the Beggar’s Opera 
reprefented; and that the fleering coxcombs in the' 
pit amufed themfelves with making difeoveries, and 
fpreading the names of thofe gentlemen round the 
audience. 

I fhall not pretend to vindicate a clergyman who 
would appear openly in his habit at a theatre, with 
Rich a vitious crew as might probably (land round 
him, at fuch comedies and profane tragedies as are 
often reprefented. Befidcs, I know very well, that 
perfons of their function are bound to avoid the 

appearance 
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appearance of evil, or of giving caufe of offence. 
Lut when the Lords Chancellors, who are keepers 
oi- the King’s conscience; when the Judges of the 
land, whofe title is reverend; when ladies, who 
are bound by the rules of their fex to the ftridlcft 
decency, appear in the theatre without cenfure ; I 
cannot understand, why a young clergyman, who 
comes concealed out of curiofity to fee an innocent 
and moral play, lliould be fo highly condemned ; 
nor oo I much approve the rigour of a great pre¬ 
late, who (aid, “ he hoped none of his clergy were 
theie. I am glad to hear there are no weighti¬ 
er objections againft that reverend body, planted 
m this city, and I wilh there never may. But I 
fhould be very forty that any of them lliould be 
io weak, as to imitate a court chaplain in England 
"*° P^«ched againft the Beggar’s Opera, which 
Wlli P r °?^ b] y do more good, than a thoufand fer- 
mons of fo ftupid, fo injudicious, and fo proftitutc 
a divine *. 


tn this happy performance of Mr. Gay’s all the 
characters arc juft, and none of them carried be¬ 
yond nature, or hardly beyond practice. It difeo- 
\ci-s the whole fyftem of that commonwealth, or that 
tmpenum in imperii of iniquity eftablifhed among 
us, by which neither our lives or our properties are 
lcctire, either in the highways, or in public aflem- 
bhes or even in our own houfes. It (hews the mi- 
lerable lives, and the conftant fate of thofe aban . 
doned wretches : for how little they fell their lives 
and fouls; betrayed by their whores, their come- 
iades, and the receivers and purchafers of thofe 
thefts and robberies. This comedy contains like- 

« a 1 ‘ lure » ' vhlch > without Squiring whether it 
a fleets the prefent age, may poffibly be ufeful in 




times 
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times to come. I mean, where the author takes 
the occafion of comparing thofe common robbers 
of the public, and their feveral ftratagems of betray¬ 
ing, underminining, and hanging each other, to 
the feveral arts of politicians in times of corrup¬ 
tion. 

This comedy likewife expofeth, with great ju- 
ftice, that unnatural tafte for Italian mufic among 
us, which is wholly unfuitable to our northern cli¬ 
mate and the genius of the people, whereby we are 
over-run with the Italian effeminacy, and Italian 
nonfenfe. An old gentleman faid to me, that ma¬ 
ny years ago, when the practice of an unnatural 
vice grew frequent in London, and many were pro- 
fecuted for it, he was fure it would be the forerun¬ 
ner of Italian operas and fingers ; and then we 
fliould want nothing but ftabbing, or poifoning, to 
make us perfect Italians. 

Upon the whole, I deliver my judgement, that 
nothing but fervile attachment to a party, affecta¬ 
tion of Angularity, lamentable dulnefs, miftaken 
zeal, or ftudied hypocrify, can have the leaft rea- 
fonable obje&ion againft this excellent moral per¬ 
formance of the celebrated Mr. Gay. 


O o 


Vol.IV. 
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No. 15-, 




NUMBER XV * 


Lamentations- il. 19. 

drift’, cry out in the night; in the beginning of the 
watches pour out thine heart like water before the face 
cf the Lord ; lift up thy hands towards him , for the 
life cf the young children , that faint for hunger in 
the top of every Jircet. 


T Remember to have read an account, that an ode 
which Pindar writ in honour of the ifland Delos, 
was mfcribed in the temple of Minerva at Athens, 
in large letters of gold. A public and very laudable 
acknowledgement for the poet’s ingenuity, antf for 
no more than a bare compliment! Such was the en¬ 
couragement given by the great and public-fpiritcd 
Athenians. Had the fame poet, infpired by a noble 
and heroic ardour, by another ode awakened and 
roufed their whole Rate againft an invading enemy 
or opened their eyes againft any fecret and wicked’ 
contrivers of their deftruftion, they would have 
creeled him a ftatue at leaft. But, alas ! that fpi- 
rit is fled from the world, and long fince negleft- 
ed. Virtue is become her own paymafter. Mv 
countrymen, I hope will forgive me, if I complain 
there has been fo little notice taken of a finall but 
moft excellent pamphlet, written by the Drapier. 
It is intitled, /I fsort view of the fate of Ireland 
[above, p. 53.]. There never was any treatife 
yet publilhed, with a zeal more generous for the u- 


> See above, p, 2 So. in the notes. 


niverfal 
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niverfal good of a nation, or a defign more feafon- 
able, confidering our prefent lamentable condition : 
yet we liften not to the voice of the charmer. 
Whereas it fliould have been infcribed in capital let¬ 
ters, (as glorious as thofe of the poet), in the molt 
public part of every corporation-town through this 
whole kingdom, that people might behold the fe- 
veral unprovoked caufes of their poverty, our of¬ 
fences towards heaven excepted. Nay, I will pro¬ 
ceed further, and fay, that every head of every fa¬ 
mily ought to inftrudt his children io far in this molt 
incomparable pamphlet, that they fliould not only 
underhand, but be able to repeat by heart every 
Angle paragraph through the whole. This was the 
method laid down by the wifeft lawgiver that ever 
the world produced, to gain the hearts of the 
people, by working upon their memories : Deut. 

vi 7 8, 9. “ And thou flialt teach them dihgent- 

“'ly unto thy children, and flialt talk of them 
“ when thou fitteft in thine houfe, and when thou 
« walkeft by the way, and when thou lieft down, 
“ and when thou rifeft up. And thou flialt bind 
“ them for a fign upon thine hand, and they ihau 
« be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou 
« flialt write them upon die polts of thy houle, 
“ and on thy gates.” 

And where would be the great trouble, fince we 
have little elfe to do, if every man would read a 
lecture of the fhort view every day in his family, 
after reading prayers ? Nor do I think the expenle 
would be extravagant, if he fliould have every page 
of it reprinted, to be hung up in frames in every 
chamber of his houfe ; that it might be as evident 
as the hand writing on the wall. 

And fince I have ventured thus far to praiie and 
recommend this molt inimitable piece, let me Ipeak 
a few words in favour of its Author. 

I would propofe to my countrymen before all their 
money goes off, (it is going as fall as poflible), to 
J ° O o 2 convert 
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convert it into a few ffatues to the Drapier in thole 
memorable parts of this kingdom, where our he¬ 
roes have lhone with the greateft luffre in defence 
of our liberty, and the Proteflant religion over all 
Europe; at Derry , at Ennijkilkng, at Boyne , at Avgh- 
rim. Nor would it be amils to fet up a few more 
about out metropolis, with that glorious infeription, 
Libert as ct rat ale folum . 

If our money were metamorphofed upon fuch a 
good occalion as this, it would not be in the power 
of any Cypfelus *, to get it into his own coffers ; 
and it would be the only method to prevent its being 
carried off’ except our viceroys Ihould aft like the 
Roman prefects, and run away with our very ita- 
tues. 

Courteous reader, mark well what follows. 

I am allured, that it hath for lb me time been 
praftiled,” <&c, [Here The Jljort view of the Jtate 
cf Ireland , was infer ted verbatim.] 




N U M BER XIX. 


Sic ves non vobis vcllcra fertis , oves , 


l N. B. In the following difeourfe the author perfonatesa countrv- 
genLeman in the north of Ireland. And this letter is loppoied as 
fln ecltd to the Drapier. J n 


H Aving, on the i 2th of October laff, received a 
letter, figned Andrkw Dealer, and Pa¬ 
ir ick Penny less, I believe the following paper, 


* Cypfelus, a governor cf Corinth, who contrived a 
brought aH the money o; that tU t, to himfuV iu ten 


tax which 
years time. 
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juft come to my hands, will be a fufficient anfwcr 
to it. 


SIR, u r 

I AM a country-gentleman, and a member or 
parliament, with an eftate of about 14001. a- 
ycar; which, as a northern landlord, I receive 
from above two hundred tenants: and my lands 
having been let near twenty years ago, the rents, 
until very lately, were efteemed to be not above half 
value ; yet, by "the intolerable fcarcity of Elver, I lie 
under the greateft difficulties in receiving them,, its 
well as in paying my labourers, or buying any thing 
neceiiary for my family from tradefmen, who are 
not able to be long out of their money. But tne 
fufferings of me, and thole my rank, are trifles in 
companion of what the meaner fort undergo; iucli 
as the buyers and fellers at fairs and markets; the 
ihopkeepers in every town ; the farmers in general; 
nil thofe who travel with fifli, poultry, pedlary, 
ware, and other conveniences to fed : but more 
efpecially handicraftfmen, who work for us by the 
day; and common labourers, whom I have already 
mentioned. Both thefe kind of people I am for¬ 
ced to employ until their wages amount to a 
double piftole or a moidore, (for we hardly have 
any gold of lower value left us), to divide it among 
themlelves as they can : and this is generally done 
at an alehoufe or brandy (hop ; where, beiidcs the 
coft of getting drunk, (which is ufually the cafe), 
they muit pay ten-pence or a {billing for changing 
their piece into filver to fome huckftering fellow, 
who follows that trade. But what is infinitely worfe, 
thofe poor men, for want of due payment, are for¬ 
ced to take up their oatmeal and other ncceffanes 
of life at aim oft double value; and confequently 
are not able to difeharge half their fcore, efpecial- 

Jv under the fcarccnefs of coin for two years paE, 
; * - and 
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and* the melancholy difappointment o£ the prefent 
crop. 

The caufes of tins, and a thoufand other evils, 
arc clear and manifell to you and all thinking men, 
although hidden from the vulgar. Tliefe indeed 
complain of hard times, the dearth of corn, the 
want of money, the badnefs of feafons ; that their 
goods bear no price, and the poor cannot find 
work ; but their weak reafonings never carry them 
to the hatred and contempt borne us by our neigh¬ 
bours and brethren, without the leaft ground of pro¬ 
vocation, who rejoice at ourfufferings, altho’ iome- 
times to their own diiadvantuge. They confider not 
die dead weight upon every beneficial branch of our 
trade; that half our revenues are annually fent to 
England ; with many other grievances peculiar to 
this unhappy kingdom ; which keeps us from en¬ 
joying the common benefits of mankind; as you 
and fome other lovers of their country have fo often 
obferved with fuch good inclinations, and fo little 
effeft. 

It is true indeed, that under our circiunftances 
in general this complaint for the want oflilver may 
appear as ridiculous, as for a man to be impatient 
about a cut finger, when he is ffruck with the 
plague ; and yet a poor fellow going to the gallows 
may be allowed to feel the (mart of wafps, while 
he is upon Tyburn road. This misfortue is fo 
urging, and vexatious in every kind of fmall traffic, 
and lo hourly prdling upon all perfons in the 
country whatsoever, that a hundred inconvenien¬ 
ces of perhaps greater moment in themfelves have 
been tamely fubmitted to with far lefs difquietude 
and murmurs. And the cafefeems yet the harder, 
if it be true, what many llcilful men aflert, that no¬ 
thing is more eafy than a remedy ; and that the want 
of ffiver, in proportion to the little gold remaining 
among u$, is altogether as nnneceflary, as it is in¬ 
convenient. A perfon of diftia&ion allured me 

very 
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very lately, that, in difcourling with the Lord 
Lieutenant * before his laft return to England, his 
Excellency laid, “ He had prelfed the matter of- 
<£ ten, in proper time and place, and to proper 
“ perfons and could not fee any difficulty of the 
cc leaft moment, that could prevent us from be- 
“ ing made eafy upon this article.” 

Whoever carries to England twenty-feven Eng- 
glifh fhillings, and brings back one moidore of full 
weight, is a gainer of nine pence Irifli : in a gui¬ 
nea, the advantage is three pence ; and two pence 
in a piftole. The Bankers , who are generally ma¬ 
ilers of all our gold and iilver with this advantage, 
have fent over as much of the latter, as came into 
their hands. The value of one thoufand moidores 
in Iilver would thus amount in clear profit to 37 1. 
10 s. The Ihopkeepers, and other traders, who go 
to London to buy goods, followed the fame prac¬ 
tice ; by which we have been driven into this in- 
fupportable diftrefs. 

To a common thinker it fhould feem, that no¬ 
thing would be more eafy, than for the govern¬ 
ment to redrefs this evil, at any time they fhall 
pleafe. When the value of guineas was lowered 
in England from 21 s. and 0 d. to only 21 s. the 
confequence to this kingdom were obvious, and ma- 
nifeft to us all : and a fober man may be allowed 
at leaft to wonder, although he dare not complain, 
why a new regulation of coin among us was not 
then made ; much more, why it hath never been 
fince. It would furely require no very profound 
ikill in algebra to reduce the difference of nine 
pence in thirty fhillings, or three pence in a guinea 
to lefs than a farthing; and fo i in all a fraction 
could be no temptation either to bankers, to ha¬ 
zard their filver at fea, or tradefmen to load them- 
felves with it in their journeys to England. In my 
humble opinion, it would be no unreafonale con- 


# The Lord C-rteret. 
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defcenflon, if the goverment would gracioufly 
pleafe to fignify to the poor loyal Proteftant fubjcdts 
of Ireland, either that this miferable want of lilver 
is not poflible to be remedied in any degree by the 
niceft ikili in arithmetic ; or elfe, that it doth not 
Hand with the good pleafure of England, to fuffer 
any lilver at all among us. In the former cafe, it 
would be madnefs to expect impolTibilities ; and in 
the other, we mu ft fubrnit; for lives and fortunes 
are always at the mercy of the Conqueror. 

The queftion hath been often put in printed pa¬ 
pers, by the Drapier and others, or perhaps, by 
the fame writer under different lfylcs, why this 
kingdom fhould not be permitted to have a mint 
of its own for the coinage of gold, lilver, and cop¬ 
per ; which is a power exercifed by many bifhops, 
and every petty prince in Germany ? But this 
queftion hath never been anfwered ; nor the leaft 
application, that I have heard of, made to the 
crown from hence for the grant of a public mint; 
aitho > it Hands upon record that feveral cities and 
corporations here had the liberty of coining lilver. 
I can fee no reafons why we alone of all nations, 
are thus reftrained, but fuch as I dare not mention : 
only thus far I may venture, that Ireland is the 
fir ft imperial kingdom fince Nimrod, which ever 
wanted power to coin their own money. 

I know very well, that in England it is lawful 
for any fubjeft to petition either the prince or the 
parliament, provided it be done in a dutiful and 
regular manner : but what is lawful for a fubjeft 
of Ireland, I profels I cannot determine; nor will 
undertake, that the printer fhall not be profecuted 
in a court of juftice far publifhing my wifhes, that 
a poor fhopkeeper might be able to change a guinea 
or a moidore, when acuftomer comes for a crown’s 
worth of goods. I have known lefs crimes pumill¬ 
ed with the utmoft feverity, under the title of dif- 
affsell 3*1. And I cannot but approve die wifdom 
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of the ancients, -who, after Aftrea had fled from 
the earth, at leaft took care to provide three up - 
right judges for hell . Mens ears among us are in¬ 
deed grown fo nice, that whoever happens to think 
out of fafhion, in what relates to the welfare of 
this kingdom, dare not fo much as complain of 
the toothach, left our weak and bufy dabblers in 
politics iliouki be ready to fwear againft him for 
difaffection. 

There was a method pra&ifed by Sir Ambrofe 
Crawley, the great dealer in iron-works, which I 
wonder the gentlemen of our country under this 
great exigence have not thought fit to imitate. In 
the feverai towns and villages where he dealt, and 
many miles round, he gave notes inftead of money 
from cwo pence), which pafted current in all Ihops 
and markets, as well as in'houfes, where meat and 
drink was fold. I fee no reafon why the like prac¬ 
tice may not be introduced among us with lomc de¬ 
gree of fuccefs : or at leaf: may not ferve as a poor 
expedient in this our hlejfed age of paper ; which, as 
it difehargeth all our greateft payments, may be 
equally ufefnl in the fmaller, and may juft keep us 
alive until an Englifh a<ft of parliament fliall for¬ 
bid it. 

I have been told, that among fome of our poor- 
eft American colonies upon the continent, the peo¬ 
ple enjoy the liberty of cutting the little money a- 
mong them into halves and quarters for the con- 
veniencies of ftnall traffic. How happy fliould we 
be in comparifon of our prefent condition, if the 
like privilege were granted to us of employing the 
fheers for want of a mint, upon our foreign gold, 
by clipping it into half-crowns and fhillings, and 
even lower denominations ; for beggars muft be 
content to live upon feraps ; and it would be our 
felicity, that theft feraps could never be exported 
to' other countries, while anv thing better was 
left. 

Vol. IV. 
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If neither of thefe projects will avail, I fee no¬ 
thing left ns but to truck and barter our goods like 
the wild Indians with each other, or with our too 
powerful neighbours ; only with this difadvantage 
on our lide, that the Indians enjoy the produdl of 
their own land ; whereas the better half of ours is 
lent away, without fo much as a recompenfe in 
bugles or glafs in return. 

It muft needs be a very comfortable cirurnftancef 
in the prefent junfture, that fome thoufand fami¬ 
lies arc gone, are going, or preparing to go from 
hence and fettle themfelves in America : the poorer 
lort for want of work; the farmers, whofc be-* 
nclicial bargains are now become a rack-rent too 
hard to be borne, and thofe who have any ready 
money, or can purchafe any by the fale of their 
goods or leafes, becaufe they find their fortunes 
hourly decaying, that their goods will bear no 
price, and that few or none have any money to buy 
the very necefiaries of life, are haftening to follow 
their departed neighbours. It is true, corn among 
us carries a very high price ; but it is for the fame 
reafon, that rats, and £ats, and dead horfes have 
been often bought for*gold in a town befieged. 

There is a perfon of quality in my neighbour¬ 
hood, who twenty years ago, when he was juft 
come to age, being unexperienced, and of a gene¬ 
rous temper, let his lands, even as times went then, 
at a low rate to able tenants; and confequently by 
the rife of land lince that time looked upon his e- 
ftate to be let at half value : but numbers of 
thefe tenants or their defendants are now offering 
to fell their leafes by cant *, even thofe which were 
for lives, fome of them renewable for ever, and 
fome fee-farms, which the landlord himfelf hath 
bought in at half the price they would have yielded 
feven years ago. And fome leafes let at the fame 


* Cant or auction. 
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time for lives have been given up to him without 
any confideration at all. 

This is the moft favourable face of all things at 
prclent among us ; I fay, among us of the north, 
who are efteemed the only thriving people of the 
kingdom. And how far, and how loon this mi- 
fery and defolation may fpread, is eafy to forefee. 

The vaft fums of money daily carried off by our 
numerous adventurers to America, have deprived us 
of our gojd in thefe parts, almolt as much as of 
ourfilver. And the good wives who come to our 
houfes offer us their pieces of linen, upon which 
their whole dependence lies, for fo little profit, that 
it can neither half-pay their rents, nor half fup- 
port their families. 

It is remarkable, that this enthuliafin fpread a- 
mong our northern people, of iheltering them- 
felves in the continent of America, hath no other 
foundation than their prefent infupportable condi¬ 
tion at home. I have made all poffible inquiries 
10 learn what encouragement our people have met 
with, by any intelligence from thofe plantations, 
fufficient to make them undertake fo tedious and 
hazardous a voyage, in all feafons of the year, and 
fo* ill accommodated in their fliips, that many of 
them have diet} miferably in their paffage, but 
could never get one latisfac):ory anfwer. Somebody, 
they know not who, had written a letter to his 
friend or coufin from thence, inviting him by 
all means to come over; that it was a fine fruit¬ 
ful country, and to be held for ever at a penny an 
acre. But the truth of the fa£t is this : the Englifh 
eftablifhed in thofe colonies are in great want of men 
to inhabit that tract of ground, which lies between 
them and the wild Indians, who are not reduced 
under their dominion. We read of fome barbar¬ 
ous people, whom the Romans placed in their ar¬ 
my for no other fervice than to blunt their enemies 
fwords, and afterwards to fillup trenches with their 
P p 2 dead 
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dead bodies. And thus our people, who tranfport 
themfelves, are fettled in thole interjacent tra&s, as 
a fcrecn againft the infults of the favages; and may 
have as much lands as they can clear from the 
woods at a very reafonable 1 ate, if they can afford 
to pay about a hundred years purchafe by their la¬ 
bour. Now, beffdes the fox’s reafon which in¬ 
clines all thofe who have already ventured thither 
to reprefent every thing in a falfe light, as well for 
juftifying their own conduft, as for getting compa¬ 
nions in their mifery, the governing people in 
thofe plantations have alfo wifely provided, that no 
letters fhall be fuffered to pal's from thence hither 
without being iirft viewed by the council; by wichh 
our people here are wholly deceived in the opinions 
they have of the happy condition of their friends 
gone before them. This was accidentally difch- 
veredfome months ago by an honefc man, who hav¬ 
ing tranfported himfelf and family thither, and find¬ 
ing all things dire&Iy contrary to his hope, had the 
luck to convey a private note by a faithful hand to 
his relation here, entreating him not to think of 
fuch a voyage, and to difcourage all his friends 
from attempting it. Yet this, although it be a 
truth well known, hath produced very little effect; 
which is no manner of wonder : for as it is natural 
to a man in a fever to turn often, although with¬ 
out any hope of eafe; or when he is purfued, to 
leap down a precipice to avoid an enemy juft at his 
back ; fo men in the extremeft degree of mifery 
and want will naturally fly to the firft appearance 
of relief, let it be ever fo vain orvifionary. 

You may obferve, that I have very fuperficially 
touched the fubjeft I began with and with the ut- 
moft caution ; for I know how criminal the leaf!: 
complaint hath been thought, however feafonable, 

* The fox who, having loft his tail would have perfuaded the reft 
to cut oft theirs. 
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or juft or honeftly intended, which hath forced me 
to offer up my daily prayers, that it may never, at 
leaft in my time, be interpreted by inuendos as a falfe, 
fcandalous, feditious, and difaffedted action for a 
man to roar under an acute fit of the gout; which, 
befides the lols and the danger, would be very in¬ 
convenient to one of my age, fo feverly afflidted 
with that diftemper. 

I wifti you good fuccefs, but I can promife you 
little, in an ungrateful office you have taken up 
without the leaft view either to reputation or pro¬ 
fit. Perhaps your comfort is, that none but vil¬ 
lains and betrayers of their country can be your e- 
nemies. LTpon which I have little to fay, having 
not the honour to be acquainted with many of that 
fort; and therefore, as you may eafily believe, am 
compelled to lead a very retired life. 


I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

Humble fervant, 

A. North. 


County of Down, 
Dec. 2. 1728. 
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REMARKS on Dr. Swift’s Tract’s 
relating to Ireland. 

Taken from Mr. Dean Swift’s Essay. 

T HESE tra&s may, for any thing I know to the 
contrary, be thought local and temporary $ 
and perhaps for that reafon may chance to be ne¬ 
glected by fucceeding generations ; which happens 
to be the fate of almoft all other points of hiltory, 
excepting thofe only which are ftiffly fupported by 
the clamour and virulence of contending parties, 
according to their feveral views and interefts in the 
commonwealth. But as the writings of Dr. Swift, 
and particularly the Drapier’s letters, are founded 
oh the fecure balis of the Jaws of his country, and 
fupported throughout the whole with the warmeft 
zeal for liberty, they will for ever command the 
veneration of thofe who are not unworthy to enjoy 
the bleffings of our conftitution. For although it 
be a truth fcarce ever regarded, the fubj eft*matter 
which happens to give rife to any politic ill treat ife 
whatfoeveris but of little confequence; that fpirit 
which is conveyed in the writings uf a patriot, who 
is equally faithful to his King and country, being 
that alone which improveth our faculties, and 
therefore hath a claim to all the deepeft of our at¬ 
tention, let what age or nation foever boaft of the 
honour of his genius. But if the inhabitants of 
thefe nations, and particularly the people of Ire¬ 
land, will continue to be like the deaf adder, which 
refufeth to hear the voice of the charmer, charm 
he never fo wifely; the time may come, when, for 
want of a patriot infpired like Dr. Swift to apprife 

them 
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them of their danger, they may be doomed to chains 
and flavery, by the contrivance of fome wicked im- 
poftor that may lie in wait for their deftrudtion. 
Confider therefore* ye Tons of Ireland, what hard- 
lhips had like to have been infi idled upon your 
wife, your courageous patriot; confider what per¬ 
fections were fet on foot againft him by Haves and 
wretches, for no other crime but that of defending 
your liberties, or rather indeed for maintaining 
the very exiftencc of your country, againft one vile 
inftgnilicant mechanic. Think not becaufe that e- 
vil day is paft, that in the womb of time there 
cannot be any further projedls to undermine 
your liberties. Have ye not feen pretended pa¬ 
triots of late years, which have proftituted their 
impious pens to ferve the vileft purpofes ? But 
thanks be to God ! their writings have perifhed, 
and their narr s are univerfally pronounced with 
abhorrence, contempt, and execration. Read 
therefore, and imbibe the political principles of Dr. 
Swift; engrave them on the tablet of your hearts; 
teach them unto your childrens children ; and a- 
bove all things remember to fix an indelible mark 
of infamy upon thofe men who by their words, their 
addons, and other wicked infinuating artifices, endea¬ 
vour to fap the vitals of your liberty. For be af- 
fured, that in the day of trial they will approve 
themlelves to their mafters to be corrupted flaves 
and traitors to their country. 

As to the piece, intitled, A Jhort view of the 
(late cf Ireland , written in 1727, [above, p. 53.] 
I cannot but declare myfelf heartily forry, that I 
am forced to difagree with Lord Orrery with regard 
to his critic on it [above, p. 61.]. For furely a- 
mong all the pleafures and delights which have any 
refpect unto this habitable world, there can be none 
more generous, more intellectual, and more divine, 
than to rejoice in the profperity of our country. 
But alas! the miferies of Ireland being the efiedls 
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of a thoufand caufes, arc, I am afraid, incurable:* 
At lead: all remedies but one (which is abolifliing 
the ufe of gold and filver out of the whole commu¬ 
nity ; a fcheme too philofophical, and perhaps too 
chimerical for fo corrupted an age to reduce into 
practice) appear to be fo exceedingly defperate, 
that I verily believe it would require a legiflator e- 
qual to the conductor of the Ilraelites out of the 
land of Egypt, to make them a rich and flourifhing 
people, notwithdanding the fertility of their foil, 
and the temperature of their climate. 

I wonder that any man could podiblv refide for 
the greater part of eighteen years in Ireland, with¬ 
out remarking, to his infinite regret, that no peo¬ 
ple in the Chriftian world are fo deftitute of rai¬ 
ment, food, and all the conveniences of life, as the 
inhabitants of that wretched kingdom, notwith- 
ftanding that by God and nature it is perhaps the 
mod: favoured of any country upon earth. Optima 
natio, pejjima gens , was, I remember Dr. Swift’s 
periphrafis for Ireland, whenever his patriot indig¬ 
nation was railed againft the abfurdity of their con¬ 
duct and politics. 

In the Short View the Doctor enumerates four¬ 
teen caufes of any country’s dourifhing and grow¬ 
ing rich, and then examines what effects arile from 
thefe caufes in Ireland. I am well convinced, that 
fome few alterations have taken place fince 1727. 
But whether in fact thefe alterations have at all 
contributed to the interelt of the weal public ; or 
whether it appears they have had the lead: effect to¬ 
wards banidiing complaining from our Itreets, is at 
prefen t one of the points to be considered ; and the 
other is, how far the remarks of Dr. Swift are e- 
qually true at this day as they were in 1727. 

I cannot but inlift upon it, that Ireland, with re¬ 
gard to twelve articles out of the fourteen is juft in 
the fame condition, and labours under the fame 

difad van- 
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di{advantages, this prefent year 1754, as it did in 
the year 1727. 

With refpedl to the feventli article [above, p. 54, 
56.], which concerns the improvement of land, 
and the encouragement of agriculture, Ireland is 
by far in a worfe fituation at prefent than it was in 
1727, notwithftanding many appearances to the 
contrary. For although it be certain that great im¬ 
provements, and particularly the fined roads per¬ 
haps in the world, have been made lincethat epoch, 
flocks and herds have been only thereby multiplied. 
And although it be ailerted by Lord Orrery [above, 
p. 6r.] that agriculture is cultived (/. e. that the 
culture of land is cultivated) in Ireland ; the great¬ 
er part of the hufbandmen, die labourers, and the 
poor, have, merely for the fake of thole curled 
cattle which are die bane of Ireland, been driven 
out of their wretched habitauons, and baniihed the 
country, helplefs, naked and forlorn ; to ror, 
ftarve, and perifh in defolate places, to the great 
diminution of the inhabitants. 

And as to the fourteenth article [above, p. 58.] 
the people of Ireland, by their folly, their mad- 
nefs, their luxury, and difregard to all public in- 
tereft, are by many degrees in a more wretched 
•condition than they were in 1727 ; the moll com¬ 
mon neceffaries, even their corn, their ale, and 
■their potatoes being, to die fliame and confulion of 
their politics, imported from abroad, as well as 
their tea, their claret, and their fpices. 

As to the pamphlet, intitled, A rnedeft propefal , 
&c. [above, p. 237.], it is a humous treatife, e- 
qually the product of defpair and benevolence ; and 
feemeth to have been written in the bitternefs of the 
Dean’s foul, and principally addrefied to the con- 
iideration of thofe mercilefs tyrants which ftarve and 
opprefs their fellow-creatures, even to the fhaine 
and deftru&ion of their country. His propofal is, 
to fatten up the children of beggars, cottagers, 
Vol.IV. Q^q and 
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and farmers, as they do lambs and pigs for the 
markets, and fell their carcafes to the rich ; a food 
which he declares to be very proper for landlords ; 
who, as they have already devoured moft of the pa¬ 
rents, feem to have the beft title to their children. 

As to Dr. Swift’s political trails relating to Ire¬ 
land, wherein the rights of the clergy and the caufe 
of Chriftianity are exprefsly and immediatly con¬ 
cerned, I fhall only obferve in general, that Swift, 
being a thorough mafter of politics, and, far be¬ 
yond all the wifeft of his contemporaries, deeply 
verfed in the hiftory of parties, could difcover at a 
iurpriilng diftance the natural confequences of thofe 
efforts which had been frequently made during the 
time he flourished, to fubvert our happy conftitu- 
tion both of church and ftate ; infomuch that he 
appears from a great variety of his trails, to have 
been one of the moft fagacious watchmen that ever 
was known in the church of Chrift. Swift. 



TRAVELS 
















[ 3°7 3 


travels 

Into feveral remote Nations of the World. 

By LEMUEL GULLIVER, firft a Surgeon, 
and then a Captain of feveral fhips. 


In FOUR PARTS. 
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The Publisher to the Reader. 


T HE author of thefe travels, Mr. Lemuel Gul¬ 
liver, is my ancient and intimate friend; there 
is likewife fome relation between us on the mother’s 
fide. About three years ago, Mr. Gulliver, grow¬ 
ing weary of the concourfe of curious people com¬ 
ing to him at his houfe in RedrifF, made a fmall 
purchafe of land, with a convenient houfe, near 
Newark In Nottinghamlhire, his native country, 
where he now lives retired, yet in good efleem a- 
mong his neighbours. . XT . . 

Although Mr. Gulliver was born in Nottingham- 
fhire, where his father dwelt, yet I have heard him 
lay, his family came from Oxfordfhire ; to confirm 
which, I have obferved in the church yard at Ban¬ 
bury, in that county, feveral tombs and monuments 
of the Gullivers. 

Before he quitted RedrifF, he left the cultody ot 
the following papers in my hands, witfi the liberty 
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to difpofe of them as I f lould think fit. I have 
carefully perilled them three times : the fyle is very 
plain and fmple; and the only fault I find is, that 
the author, after the manner of travellers, is a lit¬ 
tle too circumf antial. There is an air of truth 
apparent through the whole ; and indeed the au¬ 
thor was fo diltinguifhed for his veracity, that 
it became a fort of a proverb among his neigh¬ 
bours at Redrift*, when any one affirmed a thing, 
to lay it was as true as if Mr. Gulliver had fpo- 
ken it. 

By the advice of feveral worthy perfons, to 
whom, with the author’s permiffion, I communi¬ 
cated thefe papers, I now venture to fend them in¬ 
to the world, hoping they may be, at leaf: for 
lb me time, abetter entertainment to our young no¬ 
blemen, than the common fcriblers of politics and 
party. 

This volume would have been at leaf twice as 
large, if I had not made bold to frike out innu¬ 
merable paflages relating to the winds and tides, as 
well as to the variations and bearings in the feveral 
voyages, together with the minute deferiptions of 
the management of the flip in forms, in the fyle 
of failors; likewife the account of longitudes and 
latitudes; wherein I have reafon to apprehend, that 
Mr. Gulliver may be a little diflatisfied : but I was 
refolved to lit the work as much as poffible to the 
general capacity of readers. However, if my own 
ignorance in lea-affairs lhall have led me to commit 
fome mif akes, I alone am anfwerable for them : 
and if any traveller hath a curiofity to fee the whole 
work at large, as it came from the hand of the au¬ 
thor, I will be ready to gratify him. 

As for any further particulars relating to the* 
author, the reader will receive fatisfaflion from the 
firf pages of the book. 

PiICHARD SYMSON. 


A 
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A LETTER from Captain GULLIVER, 
to his Coufin Sympson. 


Written in die year 1727. 


I Hope you will be ready to own publickly, when¬ 
ever you fliall be called to it, that by your great 
and frequent urgency, you prevailed on me to pub- 
lifli a very loofe and uncorre£t account of my tra¬ 
vels, with direction to hire fome young gentlemen 
of either univerlity to put them in order, and cor¬ 
rect the flyle, as my coufin Dampier did by my ad¬ 
vice, in his book called, “ A voyage round the 
“ world.” But I do not remember I gave you 
power to confent, that any thing fliould be omit¬ 
ted, and much lefs that any thing fliould be infert- 
ed : therefore, as to the latter, I do here renounce 
every thing of that kind ; particularly a paragraph 
about her Majefty Queen Anne, of moft pious and 
glorious memory ; although I did reverence and 
efteem her more than any of human lpecies. But 
you, or your interpolator, ought to have confidered, 
that as it was not my inclination, fo was it not de¬ 
cent to praife any animal of our compolition be¬ 
fore my mailer Houyhnhnin : and befides, the fact 
was altogether falfe; for, to my knowledge, being 
in England during fome part of her Majefty’s reign, 
flie did govern by a chief minifter ; nay even by 
two fucceilively, the firfl whereof was the Lord of 
Godolphin, and the fecond the Lord of Oxford ; 
fo that you have made me “ fay the thing that was 

“ not.” 
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“ not/’ Likewife, in the account of the academy 
of projectors, and feveral paffages of my difcourfe 
to my mafter Houyhnhnm, you have either omit¬ 
ted fome material circumftances, or minced or 
changed them in fuch a manner, that I do hardly 
know mine own work. When I formerly hinted 
to you fomething of this in a letter, you were 
pleafed to anfwer, that you were afraid of giving 
offence ; that people in power were very watchful 
over the prefs, and apt not only to interpret, but 
to punifh every thing which looked like an Inuendo, 
(as I think you call it). But, pray, how could that 
which I fpoke fo many years ago, and at above 
live thoufand leagues diftance, in another reign, 
be applied to any of the Yahoos, who now are laid 
to govern the herd : efpecially at a time when I lit¬ 
tle thought on, or feared, the unhappinefs of liv¬ 
ing under them ? have not I the mod: reafon to 
complain, when I fee thefe very Yahoos carried by 
Houyhnhnms in a vehicle, as if thefe were brutes 
and thofe the rational creatures ? and indeed, to 
avoid fo monftrous and deteftable a light, was one 
principle motive of my retirement hither. 

Thus much I thought proper to tell you, hi re¬ 
lation to yourfelf, and to the truft I I'epoied in 
you. 

I do, in the next place, complain of my own 
great want of judgement, in being prevailed upon 
by the intreaties and falfe reafonings of you and 
fome others, very much again ft my own opinion, 
to fuffer my travels to be publilhed. Pray bring to 
your mind how often I deiired you to coniider, 
when you inlifted on the motive of public good, 
that the Yahoos were a fpecies of animals utterly 
incapable of amendment, by precepts or example : 
and fo it hath proved ; for, inftead of feeing a full 
flop put to all abufes and corruptions, at leaft in 
this little illand, as I had reafon to expeCt; be¬ 
hold, after above lix mouths warning, I cannot 

learn 
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learn that my book has produced one fingle effect 
according to mine intentions. I delired you would 
let me know by a letter, when party and faction 

wereextinguilhed; judges learnedandupright; plead¬ 
ers honeft and modeft, with fome tincture of common 
fenfe, and Smithfield blazing with pyramids ot 
law-books ; the young nobility’s education entirely 
changed ; the phyficians banilhed ; the female Ya¬ 
hoos abounding in virtue, honour, truth, and good 
fenfe -, courts and levees of great minifters thorough¬ 
ly weeded and fwept; wit, merit, and learning re¬ 
warded ; all difgracers of the prefs, in profe and 
verfe, condemned to eat nothing but their own 
cotton, and quench their thirft with their own iiik. 
Thel'e, and a thouftnd other reformations, I firmly 
c ounted upon by your encouragement; as indeed 
they were plainly deducible from the precepts deli¬ 
vered in my book And it muff be owned, that 
feven months were a fufficient time to correct_every 
vice and folly to which Yahoos are fubject, it their 
natures had been capable of the leaft difpofuion to 
virtue or wifdom ; yet, fo far have you been from 
anfwering mine expectation in any of your letters; 
that on die contrary you are loading our carrier 
every week with libels, and keys, and reflexions, 
and memoirs, and fecond parts; wherein I fee my- 
felf accufed of reflecting upon great ftates-folk; of 
degrading human nature (for fo diey ftill have the 
confidence to ftile it) and of abufing the female lex. 
I find likewife, that the writers of thole bundles 
are not agreed among themlelves; for feme ot them 
will not allow me to be die author of mine own 
travels; and others make me author of books, to 
which I am wholly a ftranger. _ 

I find likewife, that your printer hath been fo 
carelefs as to confound the times, and miftake the 
dates of my feveral voyages and returns ; neither 
affigning the true year, nor the true month, nor 

day of the month: and I hear the original ma- 
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nufcript is all deftroyed fince the publication of my 
book ; neither have I any copy left; however, I 
have fent you fome corrections, which you may in- 
fert, if ever there fhould be a fecond edition: and 
yet I cannot ftand to them ; but fhall leave that 
matter to my judicious and candid readers to adjuft 
it as they pleafe. 

I hear fome of our fea-Yahoos find fault with 
my fea-language, as not proper in many parts, nor 
now in ufe I cannot help it. In my firft voyages, 
while I was young, I was inftrudted by the oldeft 
mariners, and learned to fpeak as they did. But I 
have iince found, that the fea-Yahoos are apt, like 
the land ones, to become newfangled in their words, 
which the latter change every year ; infomucli, as 
I remember, upon each return to my own country, 
their old dialeCt was fo altered, that I could hardly 
underhand the new. And I obferve, when any 
Yahoo comes from London, out of curiofitv to 
vifit me at mine own houle, we neither of us are 
able to deliver our conceptions in a manner intelli¬ 
gible to the other. 

If the cenfure of the Yahoos could any way af¬ 
fect me, I fhould have great reafon to complain, 
that fome of them are fo bold as to think my book 
of travels a mere fiction out of mine own brain ; 
and have gone fo far as to drop hints, that the 
Houyhnhnms and Yahoos have no more exiftence 
than the inhabitants of Utopia. 

Indeed I muft confefs, that as to the people of 
Lilliput, Brobdingrag'(for fo the word fhould hav-e 
been fpelt, and not erroneoufly Brobdingnag) and 
La put a, I have never yet heard of any Yahoo fo 
prefumptudus as to dispute their being, or the facts 
1 have related concerning them ; becaufe the truth 
immediately itrikes every reader with conviction. 
And is there lefs probability in my account of the 
Houyhnhnms or Yahoos, when it is manifeft as to 
die latter, there are fo many thoufands, even tn 

this 
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this city who only differ from their brother brutes 
in Houyhnhnm-land, becaufe they ule a for to Jab; 
bcr, and do not go naked ? I wrote for; them 

mendment, and not their approbation fhe umt. 

ed praife of die whole race would be of leis con. 
fequence to me, than the neighing of thofe two de¬ 
generate Houyhnhnms I keep in my liable - becauf 
Lmlefe, degenerate a, they are, LJoB 
in fome virtues without any mixture of v ice. 

Do thele miferable animals prefume todhmk, 
that I am fo degenerated as to defend my Jfrac 1 ^ . 
Yahoo as I am, it is well known through all Houy 
SL, drat, b, the 

ole of mv illuftrious mailer, I was able in the coi 
oafs of two years (although I confefs with the: utr 
moft difficulty) to remove that infernal habit of 
ing ffiuffling! deceiving, and equivocating, lo deep¬ 
-rooted in the very fouls of all my fpecies; efpe- 

“K S P co”plain.s to mate upon djjt-* 
tious occalion : but I forbear troubling mjielt or 
you any further. I mult freely confefs, that fince 
L laft return, fome corruptions of my Yahoo na¬ 
ture have revived in me, by converfing with a few 
S your fpecies, and particularly thofe of mine 
own family, by an unavoidable neceihty ; elfe I 
Ihould never have attempted fo abfurd a projeft as 
that of reforming the Yahoo race in this kingdom, 
bm I have now done with all fuch vihonary fchemes 

for ever. 


April 2, 1727. 


* * That the original copy of thefe travels was 
altered, bv the perfon through whofe hands it was 
conveyed 'to the prefs, is a faft ; but the paffiages 
of which Mr. Gulliver complains in his letter, ai • 

Vol.IV. “ 
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to be found only in the firft editions; for the Dean 
having reftcred the text wherever it had been al¬ 
tered, fent the copy to the late Mr. Motte, by the 
hands of Mr. Charles Ford. This Copy has been 
exaftly followed in every fubfequent edition, except 
that printed in Ireland by George Falkener ; . the 
editor of which, fuppofing the Dean to be ferious 
when he mentioned the corruptions of dates, and 
yet finding them unaltered, thought fit to alter them 
himfelf; there is however fcarce one of thefe alte¬ 
rations, in which he has not committed a blunder; 
though, while he was thus bulled in defacing the 
parts that were perfect, he fufl'ered the accidental 

blemilhes of others to remain.-See the preface 

to this edition. 
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TRAVELS into feveral remote na¬ 
tions of the world*. 

PART I. 

A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT. 

CHAP. I. 

The author gives fome account of himfelf and family : 
bis inducement to travel . He is Jhipivrecked , and 
fwims for his life; gets fafe on Jbore in the country 
of Lilliput : is made a prifoner i and carried up the 
country . 

M Y father had a fmall eftate in Nottingham- 
fhire; I was the third of five fons. He fent 
me to Emanuel college in Cambridge at fourteen 
years old, where I reiided three years, and applied 

myfelf 


• Thefe vovages are intended as a moral political romance, in 
which Swift fed ms tohve- xerted the ftrongeft efforts of a fine irre¬ 
gular genius. But while his imagination ana his wit • elight, the ve¬ 
nomous ftrok *sof hi fatire, although in fome places juft, are carried 
into fo ur.iverfal a f verity, that not only all human actions, but hu¬ 
man nature itfelf, is placed in the worlt light.- Pe'fe&ion in 

every attribute is not indeed allotted to particular men But among 
the whole ipccies, we difc-.ver fuch an afiemblage of all the great and 
amiable virtues, as may convince us, that the original order of nature 
contains in it the grea.eft beauty. It is directed in a right line, but 
it deviate into curves and irregular motions, by Various alteration* 
and difturbing caufes. Di r erei. qualifications fhine cut in different 
men. Bacon and N ev/ton (not to mention Bo yl e) fhew the di¬ 
vine extent of the human mind : of which power Swirt could not be 
infenfible 5 tut his difappointments rendered him fplenetk, and an- 
R t » S !J 
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myfelf clofe to my ftudies ; but the charge of main¬ 
taining me, although I had a very fcanty allowance, 
being too great for a narrow fortune, I was bound 
apprentice to Mr. James Bates, an eminent furgeon 
in London, with whom I continued four years; 
and my father now and then fending me fmall fums 
of money, I laid them out in learning navigation, 
and other parts of the mathematics, ufeful to thofe 
who intend to travel, as I always believed it would 
be fome time or other my fortune to do. When I 
left Mr. Bates, I went down to my father; where, 
by the affiftance of him and my uncle John, and 
fome other relations, I got forty pounds, and a 
promife of thirty pounds a-year to maintain me at 
Leydon: there I ftu'died phyfic two years and fe- 

gry with the whole world.-— Education, habit, amt cOnftitntion, give 
a furprifing variety of characters j and while they produce fome par¬ 
ticular qualities, are apt to check, others. Fortitude of mind icldom 
attends a fedentary life: nor is the ma-n whofe ambitious views are 
croffed, fcarce ever afterwards endued with benevolence of heart. The 
fame mind that is capable of exerting the greateft virtue, by fome de¬ 
fect in the firft fteps of education often degenerates into the greateft 
vice. Thefe effects take their fource from caufes almoft mechani¬ 
cal. The foul in our prefent fituation, is blended and inclofed with 
corporeal fubftance, and the matter of which our body is compolcd, 

produces ftrange impulfes upon the mind-To correct vicej by 

/hewing her deformity, in oppofitiorl to the beauty of virtue, and to 
amend the falfe lyftems of philofophy, by pointing out the errors, and 
appyling falutary means to avoid them, is a noble defign, and was, 
I would fain flatter myfelf the general intent of this hieroglyphic 
writer.-Gulliver’s travels are chiefly to be looked upon as arv ir¬ 

regular eflay of Swift’s peculiar wit and humour. The inhabitants of 
Lilliput arc reprefented, as if reflected from a concave mirror, by 
which every objeCl is reduced to a defpicable rainutenefs. The inha¬ 
bitants of lirobdingnag, by a contrary mirror, are enlarged to a Shock¬ 
ing deformity. In Lilliput we behold a fet of puny infeCts, or a- 
nimalcules in human fhape, ridiculoufly engaged in affairs of impor¬ 
tance. In Brobdingnag the monitors of enormous flze are employed 
in trifles.-In the two firlt pans there are many ridiculous adven¬ 

tures, even fuch as mull have exited mirth from Heraclitus. Where 
indelicacies do not intervene, the narrative is very entertaining 2nd 
humorous. In fome parts, Gulliver feems to have had particular 
incidents, if not particular perfons in his view. His obfervations on 
education arc ufeful: arid fo are his improvements on the inftitutions 
of Lycurgus. Orrery, 


ven 
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ven months, knowing it would be ufeful in lone 
voyages. ® 

Soon after my return from Leyden, I was re¬ 
commended by my good matter Mr. Bates to be 
iurgeon to the (wallow. Captain Abraham Pannel 
commander: with whom I continued three years 
and a half, making a voyage or two into the Levant, 
and fome other parts. When I came back, I re- 
iolved to fettle m London; to which Mr Bates 
my matter encouraged me, and by him I was re¬ 
commended to feveral patients, i' took part of a 
(mall houfe in the Old Jury ; and being advifed to 
alter my condition, I married Mrs. Mary Burton, 
iecond daughter to Mr. Edmund Burton hotter in 
fsewgate-ftreet, with whom I received four hundred 
pounds for a portion. 

But, my good matter Bates dying in two years 
after and I having few friends, my bufinefs began 
to fail; for my confcience would not (utter me to 
imitate the bad practice of too manv among mv bre¬ 
thren. Having therefore confulted with mv wife, 
and lome of my acquaintance, I determined to go 
again to lea. I was furgeon fucceflivelv in two (hips, 

n r reV 1 eral vo >' a S e . s for fix years to the haft 

and Weft Indies, by which I got fome addition to 
my fortune. My hours of leifure I fpent in read¬ 
ing the beft of authors, antient and modern, being 
always provided with a good number of books ; 
an when I was a(hore, in oblerving the manners 
. and difpoiuions of the people, as well as learning 
their language wherein I had a great facility by 
tlie ftrength of my memory. ' 

r I he latt of tlieie voyages not proving very fortu- 
nate, I grew weary of the fea, and intended to ftav 

a u V th m >’ wife and famil 7- I removed from 
the Old Jury to Fetter-lane, and from thence to 
W apping, hoping to get bufinefs among the failors; 
but it would not turn to account. After three 
years expectation that things would mend, I accept¬ 
ed 
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ed an advantageous offer from Captain "William 
Prichard, matter of the Antelope, who was making 
a voyage to the South-Sea, We fet fail from Bn- 
ftol, May 4. 1699 ; and our voyage at lirft was very 

^ It*would not be proper, for fome reafons, to 
trouble the reader with the particulars of our ad¬ 
ventures in thofe feas. Let it fuffice to inform him, 
that, in our paffage from thence to the Eaft-Indies, 
■we were driven by a violent ftorm to the noith-weft 
of Van Diemen’s land. By an obfervation we 
found ourfelves in the latitude of 30 degrees 2 mi¬ 
nutes fouth. Twelve of our crew were dead by 
immoderate labour, and ill food; the reft were in 
a very weak condition On the 5th of November, 
which was the beginning of fummer in thole parts, 
the weather being very hazy, the feamen fpied a 
rock within half a cable’s length of the Ihip; but the 
wind was fo ftrong, that we were driven direftly 
upon it, and immediately fplit. Six of the crew, 
of whom I was one, having let down the boat into 
the fea, made a fhift to get clear of the fhip and 
the rock. We rowed by my computation about 
three leagues, till we were able to work no longer, 
being already fpent with labour while we were in 
the Ihip. We therefore trufted ourfelves to the 
mercy of the waves, and in about half an hour the 
boat was overfet by a fudden flurry from the north. 
What became of my companions in the boat, as 
well as of thofe who efcaped on the rock, or were 
left in the veflel, I cannot tell; but conclude they 
were all loft. For my own part, I fwam as fortune 
directed me, and was puflied forward by wind and 
tide. I often let my legs drop, and could feel no 
bottom : but when I was almoft gone, and able to 
ltruggle no longer, I found myfelf within my 
depth : and by this time the ftorm was much abat¬ 
ed!^ The declivity was fo fmall, that I walked near 
a miie before I got to the fhorc, which I conjeftu- 
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red was about eight o’clock in the evening. I then 
advanced forward near half a mile, but could not 
difcover any fign of houfes or inhabitants; at leaft 
I was in fo weak a condition, that I did not obferv* 
them. I was extremely tired, and with that, and 
the heat of the weather, and about half a pint of 
brandy that I drank as 1 left the fliip, I found my- 
felf much inclined to fleep. I lay down on the 
grafs, which was very fh«>rt and foft, where I flept 
founder than ever I remembered to have done in 
my life, and, as I reckoned about nine hours ; 
for when I awaked, it was juft day-light. I at¬ 
tempted to rife, but was not able to ftir: for as I 
happened to lie on my back, I found my arms and 
legs were ftrongly faftened on each fide to the 
ground; and my hair which was long and thick, 
tied down in the fame manner, I likewife felt feveral 
{lender ligatures acrols my body, from my arm-pits 
to my thighs. I could only look upwards, the fun 
began to grow hot, and the light offeoded my eyes. 

I heard a confufed noife about me; but, in the po- 
fture I lay, could fee nothing except the fky. In a 
little time I felt fomething alive moving on my left 
leg, which advancing gently forward over my 
breaft, came almoft up to my chin ; when bending 
my eyes downward as much as I could, I perceived 
it to be a human creature not fix inches high, with 
a bow and arrow in his hands, and a quiver at his 
back. In the mean time, I felt at leaft forty more, 
of the fame kind (as I conje&ured) following the 
firft. I was in the utmoft aftonifhment, and roar¬ 
ed fo loud, that they all ran back in a fright; and 
fome of them,as I was afterwards told, were hurt with 
the falls they got by leaping from my fides upon the 
ground. However, they foon returned, and one 
of them, who ventured fo far as to get a full fight 
of my face, lifting up his hands and eyes by way 
of admiration, cried out in a fhrill but diftin^t 
voice, Hekinah degnl : the others repeated the fame 

words 
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words feveral times, but I then knew not what they 
meant. I lay all this while, as the reader may be¬ 
lieve, in great une'afinefs ; at length ltiugg ing to 
get loofe, I had the fortune to break the ibing , 
and wrench out the pegs, that fattened my left arm 
to the ground ; for, by lifting it up to my face, I 
difeovered the methods they had taken to bind me, 
and at the fame time, with a violent pull, which 
gave me excefiive pain, la little loolened the firings 
that tied down my hair on the left tide, lo that I was 
juft able to turn my head about two inches. But 
the creatures run off a fecond time before I could 
feize them ; whereupon there was a great flunum 
a very fhrill accent, and after it ceafed, I heard one 
of them cry aloud, Tolgo phonuc ; when m an in- 
ftant I felt above an hundred arrows dilcharged on 
mv left, hand, which pricked me Lke fo many 
needles ; and betides, they fhot another flight into 
- the air, as we do bombs in Europe, whereof many, 

I fuppofe, fell on my body, (tho’ I felt them not) 
and fome on my face, which I immediately covered 
with mv left hand. When this fliower of arrows 
was over, I fell a groaning with grief and pain, and 
then ftriving again to. get loofe, they dilcharged an¬ 
other vollev larger than the firft, and fome of them 
attempted with fpears to ftick me in the fides; but 
bv good luck 1 had on me a buff jerkin, which they 
could not pierce. 1 thought it the moft prudent method 
to lie ftill, and my delign was to continue lo till 
night, when, my left hand being already loole, I could 
eafilv free myfelf : and as for the inhabitants, 1 had 
reafon to believe I might be a match for the great- 
eft armv they could bring againft me, if they were 
all of the fame fizewith him tiiat I law. But fortune 
difpofed otherwil'e of me. When the people ob- 
ferved I was quiet, tliev dilcharged no more arrows: 
but, by the noife I heard, I knew their numbers m- 
creafed ; and about four yards from me, over a- 
gainlt my right ear, I heard a knocking for about 
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an hour, like that of people at work : when turn¬ 
ing my head that way, as well as the pegs and 
itnngs would permit me, I faw a ftage erected a- 
about a foot and a half from the ground, capable 
or holding four ot the inhabitants, with two or three 
ladders to mount it: from whence one of diem 
who feemed to be a perfon of quality, made me a 
longfpeech, whereof I underftood not one fyllable. 
init I lhould have mentioned, that before the prin¬ 
cipal perlon began his oration, he cried out three 
times, Langr dchul fin : (thefe words and the for¬ 
mer were afterwards repeated and explained to me). 
Whereupon immediately about fifty of the inhabi¬ 
tants came and cut the firings that faftened the left 
fide of my head, which gave me the liberty of turn¬ 
ing it to the right, and of obferving the perfon and 
gefture of him that was to 1 peak. He appeared to 
be of a middle age, and taller than any of the o- 
thet three w ho attended him, whereof one was a 
page that held up his train, and feemed to be fome- 
what longer than my middle finger, the other two 
itood on each fide to fupport him. He acted every 
part of an orator, and I could obferve many pe¬ 
riods of threatenings, and others of promifes, pity, 
and kindnefs. I anfwered in a few words, but in 
the molt l'ubmiffive manner, lifting up mv left hand 
and both my eyes to the fun, as calling him for a 
witnefs ; and being almoft famifhed with hunger, 
having not eaten a morfel for fome hours before I 
iett the ihip, I found the demands of nature fo ftrong 
upon me, that I could not forbear fhewing my im¬ 
patience (perhaps againft the ftrift rules of decency) 
by putting my finger frequently to my mouth, to 
fignify that I wanted food. The Hurgo (for fo 
they call a great lord, as I afterwards learned) un¬ 
derftood me very well. He defeended from the 
ftage, and commanded that feveral ladders lhould 
be applied to my fides, on which above an hun¬ 
dred of the inhabitants mounted, and walked to- 
Vol. IV. S f wards 
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wards mv mouth, laden with bafltets full of meat, 
which had been provided and fent thither by the 
king’s orders, upon the firft intelligence he received 
of me. I oblerved there was the ilelh of feveial a- 
nimals, but could not diftinguifh them by the tafte. 
There were (boulders, legs, and loins, lhapedlik 
thofe of mutton, and very well dreffed, but lmal- 
ler than the wings of a lark. I eat them y two 01 
three at at mouthful, and took three loaves at a time 
about the bignefs of mulket-bullets. They fupph- 
ed me as fall as they could, fhewmg a thoufand 
marks of wonder and aftonilhment at my bulk and 
appetite, I then made another fign, that I wanted 
drink. They found by my eating, that a lmall 
quantity would not fuffice me, and being a 
moft ingenious people, they flung up with great 
dexterity one of their largeft hogfheads, then 
rolled it towards my hand, and beat out the top; 1 
drank it off at a draught, which I might well do, 
for it did not hold half a pint, and tailed like a 
finall wine of burgundy, but much more delici¬ 
ous. They brought me a fecond hoglhead, which i 
drank in the fame manner, and made figns for 
more: but they had none to give me. When 
had performed thefe wonders, they fhouted for 
ioy, and danced upon my bread, repeating e\ ei a 
times, as they did at firft, Hekinah dcgul. ihey 
made me a fign that I fliould throw down the two 
hogfheads, but firft warning the people below to 
{land out of the way, crying aloud, Borach mcvola, 
and when they faw the veffels in the air, there was 
an univcrfal lliout of Hekinah degul. I confeis 1 
was often tempted, while they were palling back¬ 
wards and forwards on my body, to feize forty oi 
fifty of the firft that came in my reach, and daih 
them againft the ground. But the remembrance 
of what I had felt, which probably might not 
be the word they could do, and the promife of 
honour I made them, for i'o I interpreted my iub- 

miliive 
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miflive behaviour, foon drove out thefe imagina¬ 
tions. Befides, I now confidered myfelf as bound 
by the laws of hofpitality to a people, who had 
treated me with lb much expenfe and magnifi¬ 
cence. However, in my thoughts I could not fuf- 
ficiently wonder at the intrepidity of thele diminu¬ 
tive mortals, who durft venture to mount and walk 
upon my body, while one of my hands was at li¬ 
berty, without trembling at the very light of lo pro¬ 
digious a creature, as 1 muft appear to them. After 
foine time, when they obferved that I made no 
more demands for meat, there appeared before me 
a perfon of high rank from his Imperial Majefty. 
His Excellency having mounted on the fmall of my 
right leg, advanced forwards up to my face, with 
about a dozen of his retinue. And producing his 
credentials under the fignet royal, which he ap¬ 
plied clofe to my eyes, fpoke about ten minutes 
without any figns of anger, but with a kind of de¬ 
terminate refolution, often pointing forwards, 
which, as I afterwards found, was towards the ca¬ 
pital city, about half a mile diftant, whither it was 
agreed by his Majefty in council that I muft be 
conveyed. I anfwered in few words, but to no 
purpofe, and made a fign with my hand that was 
loofe, putting it to the other (but over his excel¬ 
lency’s head, for fear of hurting him or his train) 
and then to my own head and body, to fignify that 
I delired my liberty. It appeared, that he under- 
ftood me well enough, for he fliook his head by 
way of disapprobation, and held his hand in a po- 
fture to fhew, that I muft be carried as a prifoner. 
However he made other figns to let me underftand, 
that I fhould have meat and drink enough, and 
very good treatment, Whereupon I once more 
thought of attempting to break my bonds, but a- 
gain, when I felt the firnart of their arrows upon 
my face and hands, which were all in blifters, and 
many of the darts ftill flicking in them, and ob- 
Sf 2 ferying 
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Jerving likewife that the number of my enemies in- 
ereafed, I gave tokens to let them know, that they 
might do with me what they pleafed. Upon this the 
Hurgo and his train withdrew, with much civility, 
and chearful countenances. Soon after I heard a 
general fhout, with frequent repetitions of the 
words, P?phm felatt, and I felt great numbers of 
people on my left fide, relaxing the cords to luch a 
degree that I was able to turn upon my right, and 
to eafe myfelf with making water; which I very 
plentifully did, to the great aftonifhment of the 
people, who conjecturing, by my motion, what I 
was going to do, immediately opened to the right 
and left on that fide, to avoid the torrent, which 
fell with fuch noife and violence from me. 
But, before this, they had daubed my lace and 
both my hands with a fort of ointment very plea- 
fant to the fmell, which in a few minutes removed 
all the fmart of their arrows. Thefe circumftances, 
added to the refrefhment I had received by their 
victuals and drink, which were very nourilhing, 
difpofed me to fleep. I flept about eight hours, as 
I was afterwards allured ; and it was no wonder, 
for the phyficians, by the Emperor’s order, had 
mingled a fleepy potion in the hogfheads of wine. 

It feems that upon the firft moment I was difco- 
vered, lleeping on the ground after my landing, 
the Emperor had early notice of it by an exprels; 
and determined in council, that I fhould be tied in 
the manner I have related, (which was done in the 
night while I flept) that plenty of meat and drink 
fhould be fent to me, and a machine prepared to 
carry me to the capital city. 

This refolution perhaps may appear very bold 
and dangerous, and I am confident would not be 
imitated by any prince in Europe on the like occa¬ 
sion ; however, in my opinion, it was extremely 
prudent, as well as generous, for fuppofing thole 
people had endeavoured to kill me with their fpears 
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and arrows while I was afleep, I ihou’d certainly 
have awaked with the firft 1'enfe of {mart, which 
might fo far have rouzed my rage and ftrength, as 
to have enabled me to break the firings, where¬ 
with I was tied ; after which, as they were not 
able to make reliilance, fo they could expert no 
mercy. 

r Ihe people are moft excellent mathematicians, 
and arrived to a great perfection in mechanics by 
the countenance and encouragement of the Empe¬ 
ror, who is a renowned patron of learning. This 
prince hath feveral machines fixed on wheels for 
the carriage of trees and other great weights. He 
ofteh builds his largeft men of war, whereof fome 
are nine feet long, in the woods where the timber 
grows, and has them carried on thefe engines three 
or four hundred yards to the fea. Five hundred 
carpenters and engineers were immediately fet at 
work to prepare the greatell engine they had. It 
was a frame of wood raifed three inches from the 
ground, about feven feet long and four wide, mov¬ 
ing upon twenty-two wheels. The fhout I heard 
was upon the arrival of this engine, which it feems 
let out in four hours after my landing. It was 
brought parallel to me, as I lay. But the principal 
difficulty was to raife and place me into this ve¬ 
hicle. Eighty poles each of one foot high, were e- 
recled for this purpofe, and very ttrong cords of 
the bignefs of packthread were fattened by hooks 
to many bandages, which the workmen had girt 
round my neck, my hands, my body, and my legs. 
Nine hundred of the ftrongeft men were employed 
to draw up thefe cords by many pullies fattened on 
the poles; and thus, in lefs than three hours, I 
was raifed and flung into the engine, and there tied 
faft. All this I was told, for, while the whole o- 
peration was performing, I lay in a profound fletp 
by the force of that foporiferous medicine infufed 
into my liquor. Fifteen hundred of the Emperor’s 
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Irtrgefl horfes, each about four inches and an half 
high, were employed to draw me towards the 
metropolis, which, as I faid, was half a mile di¬ 
flam. 

About four hours after we began our journey, 
I awaked by a very ridiculous accident; for the 
carriage being flopt a while, to adjuft fomething, 
that vTas out of order, two or three of the young 
natives had the curiofity to fee how I looked when 
I was afleep ; they climbed up into the engine, and 
advancing very foftly to my face, one of them, an 
officer in the guards, put the fharp end of his half¬ 
pike a good way into my left noflril, which tickled 
mv nofe like a ffraw, and made me fneeze violent¬ 
ly # : whereupon they ftole off unperceived, and 
it was three weeks before I knew the caufe of my 
awaking fo fuddenly. We made a long march the 
remaining part of the day, and refted at night with 
five hundred guards on each lide of me, half with 
torches, and half with bows and arrows, ready to 
fhoot me if I fhould offer to ftir. The next morn¬ 
ing, at fun-rife, we continued our march, and ar¬ 
rived within two hundred yards of the city-gates 
about noon. The Emperor and all his court came 
out to meet us, but his great officers would by no 
means fuffer his Majefty to endanger his perfon by 
mounting on my body. 

At the place where the carriage ffopt, there flood 
an ancient temple, efteemed to be the largeil in the 
whole kingdom, which, having been polluted iornc 


* It has been remarked, ’hat courage in whatever caufe, though 
it fometim-rs excites indignation, is never the obieft of contempt; but 
this appears to be true, only becaufe courage js fuppofed to imply fu- 
periority : for this officer in the guards becomes extremely ridiculous 
and contemptible, by an aft of the moft daring curiofity, which 
fets him in corr.parifon with Gulliver ; to whom he was fo much in¬ 
ferior, tha f a blaft of the man mountain's nollrils would have endan¬ 
gered his life; and if here * m itfelf is not proof againft ridicule, thefc 
furelv are Lilliputians in philosophy, who confider ridicule as the tell 
truth. 


years 
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years before by an unnatural murder, was, accord- 
ing to the zeal of thofe people, looked upon as 
profane, and therefore had been applied to com¬ 
mon ufe, and all the ornaments and furniture car¬ 
ried away. In this edifice it was determined I lliould 
lodge. The great gate, fronting to the north, was 
about four feet high, and almoft two feet wide, 
through which I could eafily creep. On each fide 
of the gate was a fmall window, not above fix inch¬ 
es from the ground : into that on the left fide, the 
King’s fmith conveyed fourfeore and eleven chains, 
like thofe that hang to a lady’s watch in Europe, 
and almoft as large, which were locked to my left 
leg with fix and thirty padlocks. Over-againft this 
temple, on the other fide of the great highway, ac 
twenty feet diftance, there was a turret at leaft 
five feet high. Here the Emperor afeended 
with many principal lords of his court to have an 
opportunity of viewing me, as I was told, for 1 
could not fee them. It was reckoned, that above 
an hundred thouland inhabitants came out of the 
town upon the fame errand; and in fpite of my 
guards, I believe, there could not be fewer than ten 
thoufand at feveral times, who mounted my body 
by the help of ladders. But a proclamation was 
loon ifiued to forbid it upon pain of death. When 
, the workmen found it was impoflible for me to 
breakloofe, they cut all the firings that bound me; 
whereupon I rofe up with as melancholy a difpofi- 
tion, as ever I had in my life. But the noife and 
afionifiunent of the people at feeing me rife and 
walk are not to be exprefied. The chains that held 
my left leg were about two yards long, and gave 
me not only the liberty of walking backwards and 
forwards in a femicircle ; but being fixed within 
four inches of the gate, allowed me to creep in, 
and lie at my full length in the temple. 
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CHAP. II. 

5 -he Emperor of Lilliput, attended by fevered of the 
nobility, comes tojee the author m his confinement, 
The Emperor's perfon and habit deferibed. Learn¬ 
ed men appointed to teach the author their language, 
He gains favour by his mild difpofition. . His poc¬ 
kets are fearched , and his fivord and pifioh taken 
from him . 

W HEN I found myfelf on my feet, I looked 
about me, and miift confeis I never beheld 
a more entertaining profpect. The country around 
appeared like a continued garden, and the mcloied 
fields which were generally torty feet fquare, refem- 
bled fo many beds of flowers. Thele fields were 
intermingled with woods of half a dang ', and the 
tailed trees, as I could judge, appeared to bp feven 
feet high. I viewed the town on my left hand, 
which looked like the painted feene of a city in a 

th I had been for fome hours extremely prefled by 
the neceflities of nature; which was no wonder, 
it being almoft two days lince I had lad difburden- 
ed myfelf. I was under great difficulties between 
urgency and fhame. I he bed expedient I could 
think on, was to creep into my houfe, which I ac¬ 
cordingly did ; and, {hutting the gate after me, I 
went as far as the length of my chain would iuffer, 
and difeharged my body of that uneafy load. But 
this was the only time I was ever guilty of io un¬ 
cleanly an action ; for which I cannot but hope the 
candid reader will give fome allowance, after he 

# a Jiang is a pole or perch ; fixteen feet and an half. 
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hath maturely and impartially confidered my cafe, 
and the diltrefs I was in. From this time my con¬ 
stant practice was, as foon as I rofe, to perforin 
that bulinefs in open air, at the full extent of my 
chain*, and due care was taken every morning, be¬ 
fore company came, that the offenlive matter Should 
be carried off in wheel-bar ro\V§, by two fervants 
appointed for that purpofe. I would not have 
dwelt fo long upon a circumftance that, perhaps, at 
fir ft light may appear not very momentous, if I had 
not thought it neceifary to juftify my character in 
point of cleanlinefs to the world ; which, I am told, 
fome of my maligners have been pleafed, upon this 
and other occalions, to call in queftion. 

When this adventure was at an end, I came back 
out of my houfe, having occalion for frefh air. 
The Emperor was already defeended from the tow¬ 
er, and advancing on horfe-back towards me, which 
had like to have coft him dear ; for the bealf, 
though very well trained, yet wholly unufed to fuch 
a fight, which appeared as if a mountain moved 
before him, reared up on his hinder feet; but that 
prince, who is an excellent horfeman, kept his feat, 
till his attendants ran in and held the bridle, while 
his majefty had time to difmount. When he alight¬ 
ed, he Surveyed me round with great admiration ; 
but kept beyond the length of my chain. He or 
dered his cooks and butlers, who were already pre¬ 
pared, to give me victuals and drink, which they 
pulhed forward in a fort of vehicles upon wheels, 
till I could reach them. I took thefe vehicles, and 
foon emptied them all ; twenty of them were filled 
with meat, and ten with liquor ; each of the for¬ 
mer afforded me two or three good mouthfuls ; and 
I emptied the liquor of ten velTels, which was con¬ 
tained in earthen vials, into one vehicle, drinking 
it off at a draught; and fo I did with the reft. 
The Emprefs, and young princes of the blood of 
both fexes, attended by many ladies, fat at fome 
^ Vo l . IV. T t diftance 
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diflance in their chairs; blit npon the accident 
that happened to the Emperor’s horfe, they alight¬ 
ed, and came near his perfon, which I am now 
going to defcnbe. lie is taller by almofl the breadth 
of my nail, than any of his court, which alone is 
enough to flrike an awe into the beholders. His j 
features are flrong and mafculine, with an Auflrian 
lip and arched nofe, his complexion olive, his coun¬ 
tenance ereCl, his body and limbs well proportion¬ 
ed, all his motions graceful, and his deportment 
majeftic. He was then pad: his prime, being twen¬ 
ty-eight years and three quarters old, of which he 
had reigned about feven in great felicity, and gene¬ 
rally victorious. For the better convenience of 
beholding him, I lay on my fide, fo that my face 
was parallel to his, and he flood but three yards 
off: however, 1 have had him fince many times in 
my hand, and therefore cannot be deceived in the 
defeription. His drels was very plain and fimple, 
and the falhion of it between the Afiatic and Eu¬ 
ropean : but he had on his head a light helmet of 
gold, adorned with jewels, and a plume on the 
creft. He held his fword drawn in his hand to de¬ 
fend himfelf, if I fhould happen to break loofe f; 
it was almoft three inches long; the hilt and fcab- 
bard were gold enriched with diamonds. His voice 
was fhrill, but very clear and articulate, and I 
could diilin&ly hear it when I flood up. The la¬ 
dies and courtiers were all moll magnificently clad, 
fo that the fpot they flood upon leemed to refemble 
a petticoat lpread upon the ground, embroidered 

f The mafculine ftrengh of features, which Gulliver could not fee, 
till he laid his face upon the ground ; and the awful fuperiority of Ma¬ 
ture in a being, whom he held in his hand; the helmet, the plume, 
and the fword, area fine reproof of human pride; the objects of 
which are trifling diftindtions, whether of perfon or rank; the ridi¬ 
culous parade .<nd oftentation of a pigmy, which derive not only their 
origin, but their u!e, from the folly, weaknefs, and imperfection of 
ourlelvcs and others. 

with 
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with figures of gold and filver. His imperial ma* 
jefty fpoke often to me, and I returned anfwers; 
but neither of us could underftand a fyliable. There 
were feveral of his priefts and lawyers prefent, (as 
I conjectured by their habits) who were command¬ 
ed to addrefs themfelves to me, and I fpoke to 
them in as many languages as I had the leaft {mat¬ 
tering of, which were High and Low Dutch, La¬ 
tin, French, Spanilh, Italian, and Lingua Franca; 
but all to no purpofe. After about two hours the 
court retired, and I was left with a ftrong guard, 
to prevent the impertinence, and probably the ma¬ 
lice of the rabble, who were very impatient to 
crowd about me as near as they durft, and fome of 
them had the impudence to lhoot their arrows at 
me, as I fat on the ground by the door of my 
houfe, whereof one very narrowly miffed my left 
eye. But the colonel ordered fix of the ring-lead¬ 
ers to be feized; and thought no punilhment fo 
proper, as to deliver them bound into my hands, 
which fome of his loldiers accordingly did, puih-- 
ing them forwards with the butt-ends of their pikes 
into my reach : I took them all on my right hand, 
put five of them into my coat-pocket, and as to the 
fixth, I made a countenance as if I would eat him 
alive. The poor man fqualled terribly, and the 
colonel and his officers were in much pain, efpeci- 
ally when they faw me take out my penknife : but 
I foon put them out of fear; for, looking mildly, 
and immediately cutting the firings he was bound 
with, I fet him gently on the ground, and away he 
ran. I treated the reft in the fame manner, taking 
them one by one^out of my pocket; and I obferv- 
cd both the foldiers and the people were highly de¬ 
lighted at this mark of my clemency, which was 
reprefented very much to my advantage at court. 

Towards night I got with fome difficulty into my 
houfe, where I lay on the ground, and continued 
to do fo about a fortnight; during which time the 
T t 2 Emperor 









332 GULLIVER’s TRAVELS. Fart L 

Emperor gave orders to liave a bed prepared for 
me Six hundred beds of the common meafure 
were brought in carriages, and worked up in my 
houfe; an hundred and fifty of their beds, fewn 
together, made up the breadth and length ; and 
thefe were four double, which however kept me 
but very indifferently from the hardnefs of the 
floor, that was of fmooth hone. By the fame 
computation they provided me with lhects, blan¬ 
kets, and coverlets, tolerable enough for one who 
had been fo long inured to hardfhips *. 

As the news of my arrival fpread through tbs 
kingdom, it brought prodigious numbers of rich, 
idle, and curious people to fee me ; lo that the 
villages were aimoif emptied, and great negleft of 
tillage and houfehold affairs muff have enl'ued, if 
his imperial majefty had not provided by feveral 
proclamations and orders of hate againft this in- 
conveniency. He directed, that thole who had al¬ 
ready beheld me fliould return home, and not pre¬ 
fume to come within fifty yards of my houfe, with¬ 
out licence from court; whereby the fecretaries of 
ftate got confidcrable fees. 

In the mean time, the Emperor held frequent 
councils, to debate what courle fliould be taken 
with me; and I was afterwards affured by a parti¬ 
cular friend, a perfon of great quality, who was 
as much in the fecret as any, that the court was un¬ 
der many difficulties concerning me. They appre¬ 
hended my breaking loofe ; that my diet would be 


* Gulliver has obfervec great cxactr.el.s in the Juft proportion ard 
appearances of the feveral ohj.dts thus 'e vened and magnified. But 
he dwells too much upon thefe optical deceptions. The mind is tir¬ 
ed with a repetition of them, efpeciallv as he points out no beauty 
nor ufe in fuch amazing difcoverie c , which might have been fo con¬ 
tinued as to have afforded improvement, at the fame time that they 
pave aflonijhment. He too often fhews an indelicacy that is not a- 
greeable, and exerts his vein of humour molt improperly in l'oaie 
places, where, I am afraid, lie glances at religion. Orrery, 

very 
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very expenhve, and might caufe a famine. Some¬ 
times they determined to ftarve me, or at lead: to 
flioot me in the face and hands with poifoned ar¬ 
rows, which would foon difpatch me; but again 
they considered, that the flench of fo large a car- 
cafe might produce a plague in the metropolis, and 
probably Spread through the whole kingdom. In 
the mid ft of thefe conlultations, Several officers of 
the army went to the door of the great council- 
chamber, and two of them being admitted, gave 
an account of my behaviour to the fix criminals 
above-mentioned, which made fo favourable an 
impreffion in the bread: of his majefty, and the 
whole board, in my behalf, that an imperial com 
million was iffued out, obliging all the villages nine 
hundred miles round the city, to deliver in every 
morning fix beeves, forty fheep, and other victuals 
for my fuftenance ; together with a proportionable 
quantity of bread and wine, and other liquors ; 
for the due payment of which his majefty gave af- 
fignments upon his trealury. For this prince lives 
chiefly upon his own demefnes, Seldom, except up¬ 
on great occafions, railing any fubfidies upon his 
Subjects, who are bound to attend him in his wars 
at their own expence. An eftablifhment was alfo 
made of lix hundred perfons to be my domeftics, 
who had board-wages allowed for their maintain- 
ance, and tents built for them very conveniently 
on each fide of my door. It was likewife ordered", 
that three hundred taylors fhould make me a Suit 
of cloaths after the fafhion of the country : that 
fix of his majefty’s greateft fcholars fhould" be em¬ 
ployed to instruct me in their language : and laftly, 
that the Emperor’s horfes, and thole of the nobili¬ 
ty, and troops of guards, fhould be frequently ex- 
ercifed in my Sight, to accuftom themfelves to" me. 
All thefe orders were duly put in execution, and 
in about three weeks I made a great progrefs in 
learning their language ; during which time the 

Emperor 
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JLmpcror frequently honoured me with his vifits, 
and was pleated to affid my maders in teaching me. 
We began already to converfe together in fpme 
fort; and the hril words I learnt were to exprefs 
my defire, that he would pleafe to give me my li¬ 
berty, which I every day repeated on my knees. 
His anfwer, as I could apprehend it, was that this 
mud be a work of time, not to be thought on 
without the advice of his council, and that tird I 
mud Inmos kejinin / cjjb defvfiat Ion empofo ; that is, 
{wear a peace with him and his kingdom. Howe¬ 
ver, that I ihould be ufed with all kindnefs ; and he 
advifed me to acquire by my patience and difereet 
behaviour, the good opinion of himfelf and his fub- 
jects. He (Jedred 1 would not take it ill, if lie gave 
orders to certain proper officers to fearch me, for 
probably I might carry about me feveral weapons, 
which mud needs be dangerous things, if they an- 
fwered the bulk of io prodigious a perfon. J faid, 
his majedy fhould be fatisfied ; for I was ready to 
drip myfelf, and turn up my pockets before him. 
This I delivered, part in words, and part in dgns. 
He replied, that by the laws of the kingdom I mud 
be fearched by two of his officers ; that he knew 
this could not be done without my confent and af- 
fidance; that he had fo good an opinion of mv 
generofity and juftice, as to truft their perfons in 
my hands : that whatever they took from me 
fhould be returned when I left the country, or paid 
for at the rate which I fhould fet upon them I 
took up the two officers in my hands, put them 
firft into my coat-pockets, and then into every o- 
ther pocket about me, except my two fobs, and 
another fecret pocket. which I had no mind fhould 
be fearched, wherein I had fome little neceflaries, 
that were of no confcquence to any but myfelf. 
In one of my fobs there was a filver watch, and 
in the other a finall quantity of gold in a purfe. 
Thcfe gentlemen, having pen, ink and paper a* 

bout 
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bout them, made an exa<ft inventory of every thins 
they faw; and, when they had done, deiired I 
would fet them down, that they might deliver it to 
the Emperor. This inventory I afterwards tranf- 
lated into Engliili, and is word for word as fol¬ 
lows : 

Imprimis, In the right coat-pocket of the great 
man-mountain (for fo I interpret the words nun, bus 
feftnn), after the ftri&eft fearch, we found only 
one great piece of coarfe cloth, large enough to 
be a foot-cloth for your majefty’s chief room of 
ftate. In the left pocket we faw a huge Elver cheft, 
with a cover of the fame metal, which we, the 
icaichers were not able to lift. We deiired it lliould 
be opened, and one of us ftepping into it, found 
lumfelf up to the mid-leg in a fort of dull, fomc 
part whereof flying up to our faces, fet us both a- 
fneezing for feveral times together. In his ri' hf 
waiflcoat-pocket we found a prodigious bundle°of 
white thin fubftances, folded one over another, a- 
bout the bignefs of three men, tied with a ftron^ 
cable, and marked with black figures ; which we 
humbly conceive to be writings, every letter almoft 
halt as large as the palm of our hands. In the left 
there was a fort of engine, from the back of which 
were extended twenty long poles, refembling the 
pahfadoes before your majefty’s court 5 wherewith 
we conjecture the man-mountain combs his head ; 
for we did not always trouble him with queftions[ 
becaufe we found it a great difficulty to make him 
underhand us. In the large pocket on the right 
nde of his middle cover (fo I tranflate the word Ran- 
fu-lo* by which they meant my breeches) we faw a 
hollow pillar of iron, about the length of a man, 
fattened to a ttrong piece of timber, larger than the 
pillar; and upon one fide of the pillar were huge 
pieces of iron Tricking out, cut into ftrangefigures, 
which we know not what to make of. In the left 
pocket another engine of the fame kind. In the 

fmaller 
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fmaller pocket on the right fide were feveral round 
flat pieces of white and red metal of diffeient 
bulk; fome of the white, which feemed to be iil- 
ver, were fo large and heavy, that my comrade and 
I could hardly lift them. In the left pocket were 
two black pillars irregularly lhaped : we could not 
without difficulty reach the top of them as we flood 
at the bottom of his pocket. One of them was co¬ 
vered, and feemed all of a piece: but at the upper 
end of the other there appeared a white round fub- 
flance, about twice the bignefs of our heads. 
Within each of thefe was inclofed a prodigious plate 
of fleel; which, bv our orders, we obliged him to 
fliew us, bccaufe we apprehended they might be 
dangerous engines. He took them out of their 
cafes, and told us, that in his own country his 
practice was to fliave his beard with one of theie, 
and to cut his meat with the other. '1 here were 
two pockets which we could not enter: theie he 
called his fobs ; they were two large flits cut in¬ 
to the top of his middle cover, but fqueezed dole 
by the prefiure of his belly. Out of the right fob 
hunff a great filver chain with a wonderful kind of 
engine at the bottom. We directed him to draw 
out whatever was at the end of that chain ; which 
appeared to be a globe, half filver, and halt of 
fome tranfparent metal : for on the tranfparent 
fide \re law certain flrange figures circularly drawn, 
and thought we could touch them, till we found 
our fingers flopped by that lucid fubftance.^ He 
put this engine to our ears, which made an incel- 
iant noife like that of a water-mill: and we con- 
jedture it is either fome unknown animal, or the 
god that he worfhips; but we are more inclined 
to the latter opinion, becaufe he allured us (if w r e 
underftood him right, for he expreiled himfelf ve¬ 
ry imperfedlly) that he feldom did any thing with¬ 
out confulting it. He called it his oracle, and laid 
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it pointed out the time for every action of his life** 
From the left fob he took out a net, almoft large 
enough for a fifherman, but contrived to open and 
fliut like a purfe, and ferved him for the fame ufe: 
v/e found therein feveral mafly pieces of yellow me¬ 
tal, which, if they be real gold, muft be of im- 
menfe value. 

Having thus, in obedience to your majefty’s com¬ 
mands, diligently fearched all his pockets, we ob- 
lerved a girdle about his waift, made of the hide of 
fome prodigious animal, from which, on the left 
fide, hung a fword of the length of five men ; and 
on the right, a bag or pouch divided into two cells, 
each cell capable of holding three of your majef¬ 
ty’s fubje&s. In one of rhefe cells were feveral 
globes, or balls, of a moft ponderous metal, about 
the bignefs of our heads, and required a ftrong 
hand to lift them: the other cell contained a heap 
of certain black grains, but of no great bulk or 
weight, for we could hold above fifty of them let 
the palms of our hands. 

This is an exa<ft inventory of what we found a- 
bout the body of die man-mountain, who ufed us 
with great civility, and due refpeft to your majef¬ 
ty’s commifiion. Signed and lealed on the fourth 
day of die eighty-ninth moon of your majefty’s 
aulpicious reign. 

Clefrin Freloc y Marfi Freloc. 

When this inventory was read over to the Empe¬ 
ror, he directed me, although in very gentle terms, 
to deliver up the feveral particulars He firft called 
for my feymiter, which I took out, fcabbard and 
all. In the mean time he ordered three thoufandof 
his choiceft troops (who then attended him) to fur- 

* Perhaps the author intended to expefe the probable fallacy of o* 
pinions derived from the relations of travellers, by (hewing bow lit* 
tie truth need to be mifunderdood to make falfehood fpecious. 
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round me at a diftance, with their bows and arrows 
juft ready to difcharge : but I did not obferve it, 
for mine eyes were wholly fixed upon his Majefty. 
He then defired me to draw my fcymiter, which, 
although it had got fome ruft by the fea-water, was 
in moft parts exceeding bright. I did fo, and im¬ 
mediately all the troops gave a Ihout between terror 
and furprize; for the fun fhone clear, and the re¬ 
flection dazzled their eyes, as I waved the fcymitar 
to and fro in my hand. His majefty, who is a moft 
magnanimous prince # , was lefs daunted than 1 
could expert; he ordered me to return it into the 
lcabbard, and caft it on the ground as gently as I 
could, about fix feet from the end of my chain. 
The next thing he demanded, was one of the hol¬ 
low iron pillars ; by which he meant my pocket- 
piftols. I drew it out, and at his defire, as well as 
I could, exprefied to him the ufe of it; and char¬ 
ging only with powder, which by the clofenefs of 
my pouch happened to efcape wetting in the fea 
(an inconvenience againft which all prudent mari¬ 
ners take fpecial care to provide) I firft cautioned 
the Emperor not to be afraid, and then I let it off 
in the air. The aftoniflunent here was much great¬ 
er than at the light of my fcymiter. Hundreds fell 
down, as if they had been (truck dead; and even 
the Emperor, although he flood his ground, could 
not recover himfelf in fome time. I delivered up both 
my piftols in the fame manner, as I had done my 
fcymiter, and then my pouch of powder and bul¬ 
lets ; begging him that the former might be kept 
from fire, for it would kindle with the fmalleft (park, 
and blow up his imperial palace into the air. I like- 
wile delivered up my watch, which the Emperor 

# He who does not find himfelf difpofcd to honour this magn ini- 
mity fhould reflect, that a right to judge of moral and intellectual ex¬ 
cellence is, with great abfurdity and injuftice, arrogated by him who 
admires, in a being lu feet high, any qualities that he defpifes in 
®.ie, wliofe ftaturs docs not exceed fix inches. 
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was very curious to fee, and commanded wo of his 
taileft yeomen of the guards, to bear it on a pole 
upon their Ihoulders, as dry-men in England do a 
barrel of ale. He was amazed at the continual 
noife it made, and the motion of the minute-hand, 
which he could eafily difern; for their fight are much 
more acute than ours: he asked the opinions of his 
learned men about it, which were various and re¬ 
mote, as the reader may well imagine without my 
repeating; although indeed I could not very per¬ 
fectly understand them. I then gave up my filver 
and copper money, my purfe with nine large pieces 
of gold and fome fmaller ones ; my knife and ra¬ 
zor, my comb and filver fnuff-box, my handker¬ 
chief and journal-book. My fcymiter, piftols, and 
pouch were conveyed in carriages to his Majefty’s 
ftores; but the reft of my goods were returned 
me. 

I had, as I before obferved, one private pocket, 
which efcaped their fearch, wherein there were a 
pair, of fpedtacles (which I fometimes ufe for the 
weaknefs of mine eyes) a pocket perlpective, and 
fome other little conveniencies ; which being of no 
confequence to the emperor, I did not think my- 
felf bound in honour to difcover, and I apprehend¬ 
ed they might be lofi: or fpoiled, if I ventured them 
out of my pofieffion. 


Ull 2 
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CHAP. III. 

The author diverts the Emperor and his nobility of both 
fexes in a very uncommon manner. The diverfions 
of the court of Lilliput defcribed. The author hath 
his liberty granted him upon certain conditions. 

M Y gentlenefs and good behaviour had gained 
fo far on the emperor and his court, and 
indeed upon the army, and people in general, that 
I began to conceive hopes of getting my liberty in a 
Ihort time. I took all poffible methods to cultivate 
this favourable difpofition. The natives came by 
degrees to be lefs apprehenfive of any danger from 
me. I would fometimes lie down, and let five or fix 
of them dance on iny hand : and at laft the boys 
and girls would venture to come and play at hide 
and feek in my hair. I had now made a good pro- 
grefs in understanding and fpeaking their language. 
The Emperor had a-mind one day to entertain md 
with feveral of the country fhowS, wherein they 
exceed all nations I have known, both for dexte¬ 
rity and magnificence. I was diverted with nonelo 
much, as that of the rope-dancers, performed up¬ 
on a {lender white-thread, extended about two feet 
and twelve inches from the ground. Upon which 
I fhall defire liberty, with the reader’s patience, to 
enlarge a little. 

This diverfion is only pra&ifed by thofe perfons, 
who are candidates for great employments, and 
high favour at court. They are trained in this art 
from their youth, and are not always of noble 
birth, or liberal education. When a great office is 
vacant either by death or difgrace, (which often 
happens) five or fix of thofe candidates petition the 
Emperor to entertain his majefty and the court with 
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a dance on the rope, and whoever jumps the high- 
eft without falling, fucceeds in the office. Very 
often the chief minifters themfelves arc command¬ 
ed to fhew their fkill, and to convince the Empe¬ 
ror, that they have riot loft their faculty. Flim- 
nap, the treafurer, is allowed to cut a caper on the 
ftrait rope at ieaft an inch higher, than any other 
lord in the whole empire. I have feen him do the 
fummerfet * feveral times together upon a trencher, 
fixed on a rope, which is no thicker than a com¬ 
mon packthread in England. My friend Reldrefal, 
principal fecretary for private affairs, is, in my o- 
pinion, if I am not partial, the fecond after the 
treafurer; the reft of the great officers are much 
upon a par. 

Thefe diverfions are often attended with fatal ac¬ 
cidents, whereof great numbers are on record. I 
ihyfelf have feen two or three candidates break a 
limb. But the danger is much greater when the 
minifters themfelves are commanded to fhew their 
dexterity ; for by contending to excel! themfelves 
and their fellows, they ftrain fo far, that there is 
hardly one of them who hath not received a fall, 
and fome of them two or three. I was allured, that 
a year or two before my arrival, Fiimnap would in - 
fallibly have broke his neck, if one of the king’s 
culhions, that accidentally lay on the ground, had 
not weakened the force of his fall. 

There is likewife another diverfion, which is on* 
ly Ihewn before the Emperor andEmprefs, and firft 
minifter upon particular occafions. The Emperor 
lays on the tabic three fine fiiken threads of fix 
inches long ; one it blue, the other red, and the 
third green. Thefe threads are propofed as a prize 
for thofe perfons, whom the Emperor hath a-mind 


* Stimmerfet, or fummerfaulr, a gambol of a tumbler, in which he 
fprings up, turhs heel over head in the air, and comes down upon his 
feet. 
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to diftinguifh by a peculiar mark of his- favour. 
The ceremony is performed in his Majefty s great 
chamber of hate, where the candidates are to un¬ 
dergo a trial of dexterity very different from the 
former, and fuch as I have not obferved the lead 
refemblance of in any other country of the old or 
new world. The Emperor holds a flick in his hands, 
both ends parallel to the horizon, while the candi* 
dates advancing, one by one, fometimes leap over 
the ftick, fometimes creep under it, backwards and 
forwards feveral times, according as the ilick is ad¬ 
vanced or depreffed. Sometimes the Emperor holds 
one end of the ftick, and his firft minider the o- 
ther ; fometimes the minider has it entirely to him- 
felf. Whoever performs his part with the mod a- 
gility, and holds out the longed in leaping and 
creeping is rewarded with the blue-coloured filk; 
the red is given to the next, and the green to the 
third, which they all wear girt twice round a- 
bout the middle ; and you fee few great perfons a- 
bout this court, who are not adorned with one of 
thefe girdles. 

The horfes of the army, and thofe of the royal 
dables, having been daily led before me, were no 
longer fhy, but would come up to my very feet 
without darting. The riders would leap them over 
my hand, as j held it on the ground; and one of 
the Emperor’s huntfmen, upon a large courfer took 
my foot, fhoe and all ; which was ndeed a prodi¬ 
gious leap. I had the good fortune to divert the 
Emperor one day after a very extraordinary manner. 
I defired he would order feveral dicks of two feet 
high, and the thicknefs of an ordinary cane, to be 
brought me; whereupon his Majedy commanded 
the mader of his woods to give directions according 
ly, and the next morning fix woodmen arrived 
with as many carriages, drawn by eight liorfes to 
each. 1 took nine of thefe dicks, and fixing them 
firmly in the ground in a quadrangular figure, two 
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feet and a half fqure, I took four other {ticks, and 
tied them parallel at each corner about two feet 
from the ground ; then I faftened my handkerchief 
to the nine fticks that ftood ereft ; and extended it 
on all iides, till it was tight as the top of a drum : 
and the four parallel fticks, riling about five inches 
higher than the handkerchief, ferved as ledges on 
each iide. When I had finilhed my work, I defir- 
ed the Emperor to let a troop of his beft horfe, 
twenty-four in number, come and exercife upon 
this plain. His Majefty approved of the propofal, 
and I took them up one by one in my hands ready 
mounted and armed, with the proper officers to ex- 
ercile them. As loon as they got into order, they 
divided into two parties, performed mock ikirmifh- 
es, difeharged blunt arrows, drew their lwords, 
lied, and purfued, attacked and retired, and in 
fhort, difeovered the beft military difeipline I ever 
beheld. The parallel fticks fecured them and their 
horfes from falling over the ftage ; and the Em¬ 
peror was fo much delighted, that he ordered this 
entertainment to be repeated leveral days, and once 
was pleafed to be lifted up, and give the word of 
command • and, with great difficulty, perfuaded e- 
even the Emprefs herfelf to let me hold her in her 
clofe chair within two yards of the ftage, from 
whence £he was able to take a full view of the whole 
performance. It was my good fortune, that no 
ill accident happened in thele entertainments, only 
once a fiery horfe, that belonged to one of the 
captains, pawing with his hoof, ftruck a hole in 
my handkerchief, and his foot flipping, he over¬ 
threw his rider and himfelf; but 1 immediately re¬ 
lieved them both, and covering the hole with one 
hand, I fet down the troop with the other, in the 
fame manner as I took them up. The horfe that 
fell was ftrained in the left fhonTder, but the rider 
got no hurt, and I repaired my handkerchief as 
well as I could ; however, I would not truft to the 

ftrength 
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ftrengtli of it any more in fuch dangerous enter- 

pri ze s. r r r r 

About two or tliree days before I was let at li¬ 
berty, as I was entertaining the court with this kind 
of feats, die re arrived an exprefs to inform his ma- 
jefty, that fomc of his fubje&s, riding near the 
place where I was firft taken up, had feen a great 
black fubftance lying on the ground, very oddly 
fhaped, extending its edges round as wide as his 
Majefty’s bed-chamber, and rifmg up in the middle 
as high as a man ; that it was no living creature, 
as they at fir ft apprehended, for it lay on the grafs 
without motion; and fomc of them had walked 
round it feveral times ; that, by mounting upon 
each other’s fhoulders, they had got to the top, 
which was flat and even, and {lamping upon it, they 
found it was hollow within; that they humbly con¬ 
ceived it might be lomething belonging to the man- 
mountain; and if his IViajefty pleafed, they would 
undertake to bring it only with five horles. I pre- 
fently knew what they meant, and was glad at heart 
to receive this intelligence. Itieems, upon my flift 
reaching the fhore after our fliipwreck I was in fuch 
confufion, that, before 1 came to the place where 
I went to fleep, my hat, which I had faftened with 
a firing to my head while I was rowing, and had 
fiuck on all the time I was fwiiuming, fell oft 
after I came to land; the fixing, as I conjecture, 
breaking by fome accident, which I never obierv- 
ed, but thought my hat had been loft at fea. I in- 
treated his imperial Majefty to give orders, it might 
be brought to me as foon as poflible, deferibing to him 
the ufe and the nature of it; and the next day the 
waggoner arrived with it, but not in a very good 
condition ; they had bored two holes in the brim 
within an inch and half of the edge, and fattened 
two hooks in the holes ; thefe hooks were tied by a 
long cord to the harnefs, and thus my hat was drag¬ 
ged along for above half an Engliih mile ; but, the 
* ground 
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ground in that country being extremely fmooth and 
level, it received Ids damage than I exptfted. 

Two days after this adventure, the Emperor 
having ordered that part of his army, which quar¬ 
ters in and about his metropolis, to be in a readi- 
nefs, took a fancy of diverting himfelf in a very 
lingular manner. He defired 1 would hand like a 
Coloflus, with my legs as far afunder as I conve¬ 
niently could. He then commanded his general 
(who was an old experienced leader, and a great 
patron of mine) to draw up the troops in clofe or¬ 
der, and march them under me ; the foot by 
twenty-four in a breaft, and the horfe by fixteen, 
with drums beating, colours flying, and pikes ad¬ 
vanced. This body confided of three thoufand 
foot, and a thoufand horfe. His hlajcdy gave or¬ 
ders, upon pain of death, that every loldier in his 
march fhould obferve the drifted decency, with 
regard to my perfon; which, however, could not 
prevent fome of the younger officers from turning 
up their eyes, as they pafled under me : and, to 
confcfs the truth, my breeches were at that time in 
fo ill a condition, that they afforded fome oppor¬ 
tunities for laughter and admiration. 

I had lent fo many memorials and petitions for 
my liberty, that his Majedy at length mentioned the 
matter fird in the cabinet, and then a full coun¬ 
cil ; where it was oppofed by none, except Skyrcfli 
Bolgolam, who was pleafed, without any provoca¬ 
tion, to be my mortal enemy. But it w r as carried 
againd him by the whole board, and confirmed by 
the Emperor. That minider was galbet , or admi¬ 
ral of the realm, very much in his mader’s confi¬ 
dence, and a perfon well verfed in affairs bur of a 
morofe and four complexion. However, he was at 
length perfuaded to comply ; but prevailed that 
the articles and conditions upon which I fhould be 
fet free, and to which I mud fwear, fhould be 
drawn up by himfelf. Thefe articles were brought 
Vol.IV. X x to 
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to me by Skyrefh Bolgolam in perfon, attended by 
two under-fee retar ies, and feveral perfons of dii- 
tin&iori. After they were read, I was demanded to 
lwear to the performance of them ; firft in the man¬ 
ner of my own country, and afterwards in the me¬ 
thod prescribed by their laws, which was to hold my 
right foot in my left hand, and to place the middle 
finger of my right hand on the crown of my head, 
arid thumb on the tip of my right ear. But becaufe 
the reader may be curious to have fome idea of the 
llyle and mariner of expreflion peculiar to that peo¬ 
ple, as well as to know the articles upon which I 
recovered my liberty, I have made a tranflation of 
the whole in{frument, word for word, as near as I 
was able, which I here offer to the public. 

Golbafto Momaren Evlame GurilUo Sbejin Mully 
Vlly Gue , moll mighty Emperor of Lilliput, delight 
and terror of the univerfe, whofe dominions ex¬ 
tend five thoufand blujirugs (about twelve miles in 
circumference) to the extremities of the globe ; 
monarch of all monarchs, taller than the Ions of 
men; whofe feet prefs down to the centre, and 
whofe head ftrikes againll the fun ; at whofe nod 
the princes of the earth fliake their knees; plea- 
fan t as the fpring, comfortable as the fummer. 
fruitful as autumn, dreadful as winter. His moll 
fublime Majefty propofeth to the man-mountain , 
lately arrived at our celeftial dominions, the fol¬ 
lowing articles, which by a folemn oath he lliall be 
obliged to perform. 

i Jt y The man-mountain lliall not depart from our 
dominions, without our licence under our great 
feal. 

2 d, He fliall not prefume to come into our me¬ 
tropolis without our exprefs order; at which time 
the inhabitants lliall have two hours warning to 
keep within doors. , ■ . 

* 3^ The fiid man-mountain fliall : confine his 
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walks to our principal high-roads, and not offer 
to walk or lie down in a meadow or field of corn. 

4 th, As he walks thefaid roads, he fhall take the 
utmoft care not to trample upon the bodies of any 
of our loving fubjedts, their horfes, or carriages, 
nor take any of our iubjedts into his hands witholit 
their own conl'ent. 

5 th. If an exprefs requires extraordinary dif- 
patch, the man-mountain fhall be obliged to carry in 
his pocket the meffenger and horfe a fix days jour¬ 
ney once in every moon, and return the faid itiel- 
fenger back (if lb required) fafe to our Imperial 
prefence* 

6 th , He fhall be our ally againft our enemies in 
the ifland of Blefufcu *, and do his utmoft to de- 
ftroy their fleet, which is now preparing to invade 
" us. 

7 th y That the faid mail-mountain fhall, at his 
times of leilure, be aiding and aftifting to our work¬ 
men, in helping to raife certain great ftones, to¬ 
wards covering the wall of the principal park, and 
other our royal buildings. 

8 th, That the faid man-mountain {hall, in two 
moons time, deliver in an exact furvey of the cir¬ 
cumference of our dominions, by a computation of 
his own paces round the coaft. 

Laftfy , That upon his folemrn oath to obferve all 
the above articles, the faid man-mountain fhall have 
a daily allowance of meat and drink fufficient for 
the fupport of 1724 of our fubjects, with free ac- 
cefs to our royal perfon, and other marks of our 
favour. Given at our palace at Belfaborac, the 
twelfth day of the ninety-firft moon of our reign r 


* In his def ription cf Lillipur, the author Teems tohave had Eng¬ 
land more immediately in view. In h’s defcription ot B.etufcu he 
Teems to intend the people and kingdom of France. Yet the allegory 
between thefe nations is frequently in errupted, and tcarce pr.y where 
complete. Several juft ftrokes of f.ttire are fcattered here and there 
upun errors in the condutfnf our government. Orrery, 
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I fwore and fubfcribed to thefe articles with great 
chearfulnefs and content, although fome of them 
were not fo honourable as I could have wiflied ; 
which proceeded wholly from the malice of Sky- 
relh Bolgolam, the high-admiral ; whereupon my 
chains were immediately unlocked, and I was at 
full liberty. The Emperor himfelf, in perfon, did 
me the honour to be by at the whole ceremony. I 
made my acknowledgments by proftrating myfelf 
at his Majefty's feet : but he commanded me to 
rile ; and after many gracious expreflions, which, 
to avoid the cenfure of vanity, I lhall not repeat ; 
he added, that he hoped I iliould prove a uleful 
fervant, and well deierve all the favours he had 
already confciTed upon me, or might do for the 
future. 

The reader may pleafe to obferve, that, in the 
loft article for the recovery of my liberty, the Em¬ 
peror ftipulates to allow me a quantity of meat and 
drink fufficient for thefupportof 1724 Lilliputians. 
Some time after, aiking a friend at court, how 
they came to fix on that determinate number ; he 
told me, that his mathematicians having taken the 
height of my body by the help of a quadrant, and 
finding it to exceed theirs in the proportion of 
twelve to one, they concluded, from the fimila- 
rity of their bodies, that mine muft contain at leaft 
1724 of theirs, aud confequcntly would require as 
much food as was neceftary tofupport that number 
of Lilliputians. By which the reader may conceive 
an idea of the ingenuity of that people, as well as 
the prudent and exact oeconomy of fo great a 
prince. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Mildendo,the metropolis of Lilliput , defer ibed. toge¬ 
ther with fhe Emperor's palace. A conversion 
between the author and a principal feretary , 
cerning the affairs of that empire . The author's 
offers to ferve the Emperor in his wars . 

T HE fir ft requeft I made, after I had obtained 
my liberty, was, that I might have licence to 
fee Mildendo, the metropolis ; which the Emperor 
eafilv granted me, but with a fpecial charge to do 
no hurt either to the inhabitants or their houfes. 
The people had notice by proclamation, of my de- 
fign to yilit the town. The wall, which encompaf- 
fed it, is two feet and a half high, and at leafr 
eleven inches broad, fo that a coach and horfts 
may be driven very fafely round it; and it is flank 
ed with ftrong towers at ten feetdiftance. I ftept 
over the great weftern gate, and palled very gently 
and Adding, through the two principal ftreets, on¬ 
ly in my ftiort waiftcoat, for fear of damaging the 
roofs and eaves of the houfes with the fkirts of my 
coat. I walked with the utmoft circumfpeclion to 
avoid treading on any fti agglers, who might re¬ 
main in the ftreets ; although the orders were very 
ftrict, that all people fhouid keep in their houfes 
at their own peril. r lhe garret-windows and 
tops of houfes were fo crowded with fpechitors, 
that I thought in all my travels I had not 
feen a more populous place The city is an exact 
fquare, each tide of the wall being five hundred 
feet long. The two great ftreets, which run crofs 
and divide it into four quarters, are live feet wide, 
lhe lanes and alleys, which I could net enter, but 
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only viewed them as I pafled, are from twelve to 
cighreen inches. The town is capable of holding 
live hundred thoufand fouls : the houfes are from 
three to live ftoiics : the ihops and markets well 

provided. /'• * *. 

The Emperor’s palace is in the centre olr the city, 
where the two great ftreets meet. It is inclofed by 
a wall of two feet high, and twenty feet diftance 
from the buildings. 1 had his Majefty’s permiffion 
to dep over this wall ; and the fpace being lo wide 
between that and the palace, I could eafily view it 
on every fide. ’lire outward couit is a ltjuaie of 
forty feet, and includes two other courts; in the 
in mo ft are the royal apartments, which I was very 
defirous to fee, but found it extremely difficult; 
for the great gates, from one fquare into another, 
were but eighteen inches high, and feven inches 
wide. Now the buildings of the outer court were 
at lead fivefeet high, and it was impoffible for me to 
ftride over them without infinite damage to the pile, 
tho’ the walls were llroogly built of hewn done, 
and four inches thick. At the fame time thelim- 
peror had a great defire, that I ffiould fee the mag- 
nifience of his palace ; but this I was not abie to do 
till three days after, which I fpent in cutting down 
with mv knife iome of the larged trees in the ioy.il 
park, about an hundred yards didance from the 
city. Of thefe trees I made two dools, each about 
three feet highland ftrong enough to bear my 
weight. The people having received notice a l'e- 
fecond time, I went again through the city to the 
palace, with my two dools in my hands. When I 
came to the fide of the outer court, I dood upon 
one dool, and took the other in my hand ; this I 
lifted over the roof, and gently fet it down on the 
fpace between the iird and the fecond court, which 
was eight feet wide. I then dept over the building 
very conveniently from one dool to the other, and 
drew up the fir ft after me with a hooked ftick. 

By 
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By this contrivance I got into the inmoft court; 
and, lying down upon my fide, I applied my face 
to the windows of the" middle fcories, which 
were left open on purpofe, and difeovered the 
moft fplendid apartments that can be imagin¬ 
ed. I here I faw the Empre$> and the young 
princes in their feveral lodgings with their chief at¬ 
tendants about them. Her imperial Majefty was 
pleafed to fmile very gracioufly upon me, and gave 
me out of the window her hand to kifs. 

ButI fhall not anticipate the reader with farther 
deferiptions of this kind, becaufe I referve them 
for a greater work, which is now aim oil ready for 
the prefs, containing a general defeription of this 
empire, from its firft ereftion thro’ a long feries of 
princes, with a particular account of their wars and 
politics, laws, learning, and religion, their plants 
and animals, their peculiar manners and cuftoms, 
with other matters very curious and uierul; my 
chief delign at prefent being only to relate fuch e- 
vents and tranlactions, as happened to the public 
or to my felf, during a refidence of about nine 
months in that empire. 

One morning, about a fortnight after I had ob¬ 
tained my liberty, Reldrefal, principal fecretary (as 
they Rile him) for private affairs, came to my 
lioule, attended only by one fervant. He ordered 
his coach to wait at a diftance, and defired I would 
give him an hours audience : which I readily con¬ 
tented to, on account of his quality and perfonal 
merits, as well as of the many good offices be had 
done me during my foliciations at court. I offer¬ 
ed to lie down, that he might the more convenient¬ 
ly reach my ear; but he chofe rather to let me 
hold him in my hand during our converiation. He 
began with compliments on my liberty ; faid, he 
might pretend to fome merit in it : but howe¬ 
ver added, that, if it had not been for the 
prefent fituation of things at court, perhaps I 

might 
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might not have obtained it fo foon. For, faid he, 
as flourifhing a condition as we appear to be in to 
foreigners, we labour under two mighty evils ; a 
violent faction at home, and the danger of an inva- 
fion by a mod potent enemy from abroad. As to 
the firft, you are to underftand, that, for above 
feventy moons paft there have been two ftruggling 
parties in this empire, under the names of Tra- 
meckfan, and Slameckfan f, from the .high and 
low heels of their {hoes, by which they diftinguilli 
themfelves. It is alledged indeed, that the high 
heels are moft agreeable to our ancient confti- 
tution ; but, however this be, his Majcfty 
hath determined to make ufe only of low 
heels in the adminiftration of the government, and 
all offices in the gift of the crown, as you cannot 
but obferve ; and particularly, that his Majefty’s 
imperial heels are lower at leaft by a irurr tnan 
any of his court (dnirr is a meafure about the four¬ 
teenth part of an inch.) The animofities between 
thefe two parties run fo high, that they will neither 
eat nor drink, nor talk with each other. We com¬ 
pute the Trameckfan, or high-heels, to exceed us 
in number; but the power is wholly on our fide. 
We apprehend his imperial Highnefs, the heir to 
the crown, to have foijie tendency towards the high- 
hecls ; at leaft, we can plainly difeover, that one of 
his heels is higher than the other, which gives him a 
hoble in his gait. Kow, in the midft of thefe inteftinc 
difquiets, we are threatened with an invafton from 
the iftand of Blefufcu, which is the other great em¬ 
pire of the univerfe, almoft as large and powerful 
as this of his Majcfty. For as to what we have heard 

* High-Charqh and Low-Church, or Whig and Tory. As every 
accidental difference between man and man, in perfon and circum- 
(lances, is by this work rendered extremely contemptible j fc fpccu- 
la*ive differences are (hewn to be equally ridiculous, when the zeal, 
with wh’ch they rx oppofed and defended, too much exceeds their 
importance. 

you 
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you affirm, that there are other kingdoms and 
hates in the world, inhabited by human creatures 
as large as yourfelf, our phiiofophers are in much 
doubt, and would rather conjecture that you drop¬ 
ped from the moon, or one of the itars; becaufe 
it is certain, that an hundred mortals of your 
bulk, would in a fhort time deftroy all the fruits 
and cattle of his Majefty’s dominions : belides, 
our hiftories of fix thoufand moons make no men¬ 
tion of any other regions, than the two great em¬ 
pires of Lilliput and Blefufcu. Which two mighty 
powers have, as I was going to tell you, been"en¬ 
gaged in a moft obftinate war for fix and thirty 
moons paft. It began upon the following occa- 
fion : it is allowed on all hands, that the primitive 
way of breaking eggs, before we eat them, was upon 
the larger end ; but his prefent Majefty’s grand¬ 
father, while he was a boy, going to eat an egg, and 
breaking it according to the ancient practice, hap¬ 
pened to cut one of his fingers. Whereupon the 
Emperor, his father, publilhed an edict, command¬ 
ing all his fubjects, upon great penalties, to break 
the fmalter end of their eggs. The people lo high¬ 
ly relented this law, that our hiftories tell us, d;erc 
have been fix rebellions raifed on that account, 
wherein one Emperor loft his life, and another his 
crown. Thefe civil commotions were conltantly 
fomented by the monarchs of Blefufcu; and 
when they were quelled, the exiles always lied for 
refuge to that empire. It is computed that eleven 
thoufand perfons have at feveral times fuffered 
death, rather than fubmit to break their eggs at 
the fmaller end. Many hundred large volumes 
have been publilhed upon this controverfy ; but 
the books of the Big-endians have been long for¬ 
bidden, and the whole party rendered incapable by 
law of holding employments. During the courfe 
of thefe troubles, the Emperors of Blefufcu did 
frequently expoftulate by their ambafiadors, ac- 
Vol. IV. Y y cufing 
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cufing us of making a fchiim in religion, by offend- 
ing againft a fundamental do&rine of our great 
prophet Luftrog, in the fifty-fourth chapter ot the 
Blundecral (which is their Alcoran.) This how¬ 
ever is thought to be a mere ftrain upon the text; 
for the words are thefe : That all true believers 
break their eggs at the convenient end. And Avhich 
is the convenient end, feems in my humble opinion 
t-o be left to every man’s confidence, or at leaf! in the 
power of the chief magiftrate to determine. Now, 
the Big-endian exiles have found fo much credit 
in the Emperor of B 1 fufeu’s court, and lo much 
private afllftance and encouragement from their 
party here at home, that a bloody war hath been 
carried on between the two empires for fix and 
thirty moons, with various fuccefs; during which 
time we have loft forty capital fliips, and a much 
greater number of fmaller vefleis, together with 
thirty thoufand of our beft feamen and foldiers; 
and the damage received by the enemy is reckoned 
to be fomewhat greater than ours. However, they 
have now equipped a numerous fleet, and are juft 
preparing to make a defeent upon us : and his im¬ 
perial Majefty, placing great confidence in your va¬ 
lour and ftrength, hath commanded me to lay this 
account of his affairs before you. 

I defired the fecretary to prefent my humble duty 
to the Emperor, and to let him know, that I thought 
it would not become me, who was a foreigner, to 
interfere with parties ; but 1 was ready, with the 
hazard of my life, to defend his perfon and ftate 
againft all invaders 

# Culli er, without examining the ftib-cft of difpute, readily en¬ 
gaged to defend ihc Emperor again't inv.ifion, becaufe he knew, tnat 
no fuch monarch had a right to invade the dominions of another, 
though for the propagation of truth. 
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CHAP. V. 

The author* by an extraordinary firatagem , prevents 
an invafum . ^ high title of honour is conferred 

upon him. Ambaffndcrs arrive from the E n^eror 
of Bief 'ufcu , and fue for pe.ce. The E rtfs's 
apartment on fire by an accident ; the author in • 
ft rumen tal in faving the rcfi of the p educe. 

r T' , HE empire of Blefufcu is an ifland, fituated to 
the north-eaft fide of Lilliput, from whence it 
is parted only by a channel of eight hundred yards 
wide. I had not yet l'een it, and upon this notice of 
an intended invailon, I avoided appearing on that 
fide of the coaft, for fear of being dilcovered by 
feme of the enemy’s lhips, who had received no in¬ 
telligence of me, all intercourfe between the tu o em¬ 
pires having been ftricily forbidden during the war, 
upon pain of death, and an embargo laid by our 
Emperor upon all veflels whatfoever. I communi¬ 
cated to his Majelty a projedl I had formed of feiz- 
ing the enemy’s whole fleet; which, as our Icouts 
allured us, lay at anchor in the harbour ready to 
fail with the firit fair wind. I confulted the moft 
experienced feamen upon the depth of the channel, 
which they had often plummed ; .who told me, that 
in the middle, at high-water, it was feventy glum - 
gluffs deep, which is about fix feet of European 
me a lu re ; and the reft of it fifty gin mg luff's at moft. 
I walked to the north-eaft coaft, over againft Ble¬ 
fufcu ; where, lying down behind a hillock, I took 
out my fmall perfpedtive-glafs, and viewed the ene¬ 
my’s fleet at anchor, conlifting of about fifty men 
of war, and a great number of tranlports : I then 
came back to my lioufe, and gave orders (for which 
Yy 1 I had 
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I had a warrant) for a great quantity of the ttrong- 
ett cable and bars of iron. The cable was about 
as thick as pack thread, and the bars of the length 
and fize of a knitting needle. I trebled the cable 
to make it ftronger, and for the fame reafon I twill¬ 
ed three of the iron bars together, bending the 
extremeties into a book. Having thus fixed fifty 
hooks to as- many cables, I went back to the north- 
eaft coaft, and putting off my coat, fhoes, and 
ffockings, walked into the fea in my leathern jer¬ 
kin about half an hour before high-water. I 
waded with what hafte I could, and fwam in the 
middle about thirty yards, till I felt ground ; I ar¬ 
rived at the fleet in lefs than half an hour. The 
enemy was fo frighted, when they law me, that 
they leaped out of their Ihips and fwam to Ihore, 
where they could not be fewer than thirty thou- 
fand fouls : I then took my tackling, and, fatten¬ 
ing a hook to the hole at the prow of each, I tied 
all the cords together at the end. While I was 
thus employed, the enemy difcharged feveral thou- 
land arrows, many of which ttuck in my hands 
and face ; and, belides the excellive finart, gave 
me much difturbance in my work. My greateft 
apprehenlion was for mine eyes, which I ihould 
have infallibly loff, if I had not fuddenly thought 
of an expedient. I kept, among other little necef- 
faries, a pair of fpe<ttacles in a private pocket, 
which, as I obferved before, had efcaped the Em¬ 
peror’s fearchers. Thefe I took out, and fattened 
as ftrongly as I could upon my nofe, and thus arm¬ 
ed, went on boldly with my work, in fpight of the 
enemy’s arrows, many of which ftruck again!! the 
glades of my fpettacles, but without any other ef¬ 
fect, farther than a little to difcompofe them. I 
had now fattened all the hooks, and taking the 
knot in my hand, began to pull ; but not a (hip 
would ttir, for they were ail too faff held by 
their anchors, fo that the boldeft part of my enter- 

prife 
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prife remained. I therefore let go the cord, and 
leaving the hooks fixed to the fhips, I refolutely 
cut with my knife the cables that fattened the an¬ 
chors, receiving above two hundred ihots in my 
face and hands ; then I took up the knotted end 
of the cables, to which my hooks were tied, and 
with great eafe drew fifty of the enemy’s large ft 
men of war after me. 

The Blefufcudians, who had not the leaft imagi¬ 
nation of what I intended, were at firft confound¬ 
ed with aftonifhment. They had feen me cut the 
cables, and thought my defign was only to let the 
fhips run a-drift, or fall foul on each other : but 
when they perceived the whole fleet moving in or¬ 
der, and faw me pulling at the.end, they fet up 
fuch a feream of grief and defpair, as it is almolt 
impoflible to deferibe or conceive. When I had 
got out of danger, 1 ftopt a while to pick out the 
arrows that duck in my hands and face ; and rub¬ 
bed on fome of the fame ointment that was given 
me at my firft arrival, as I have formerly mention¬ 
ed. I then took oft’ my fpectacles, and waiting a- 
bout an hour, till the tide was a little fallen, I wad¬ 
ed through the middle with my cargo, and arrived 
fafe at the royal port of Lilliput. 

The Emperor and his whole court ftood on the 
fhore, expetting the iflue of this great adventure. 
They faw the fhips move forward in a large half¬ 
moon, but could not difeern me, who was up to 
my breaft. When I advanced to the middle of the 
channel, they weCe yet more in pain, becaufe I was 
under water to my neck. The Emperor conclud¬ 
ed me to be drowned, and that the elemy’s fleet 
was approaching in an hoftile manner : but he was 
foon eafed of his fears, for the channel growing 
Shallower every ltep I made, I came in a fhort time 
within hearing, and holding up the end of the ca¬ 
ble, by which the fleet was fattened, I cried in a 
loud voice, Long live the mojl puijjlint Emperor of 
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UlHput ! this great prince received me at my land¬ 
ing with all poflible encomiums, and created, me a 
Nardac upon the fpot, which is the higheft title Ox 
honour among them. 

His majefty delircd, I would take fome other op¬ 
portunity of bringing all the reft of his enemy’s lhips 
into his ports. And ft) unmealurable is the ambition 
of princes, that he feemed to think of nothing lefs 
than reducing the whole empire ot Blefuicu into a 
province, and governing it by a vice-roy ; of dc- 
ftroying the Big-endian exiles, and compelling that 
people to break the fmafter end of their eggs by 
which he w uld remain the ft)le monarch of the 
whole world. But I endeavoured to divert him 
from this deflgn, by many arguments drawn from 
the topics of policy as well as juftice : and I plain¬ 
ly protefted, that l would never be an inftrument 
of bringing a free and brave people into flavery. 
And, when the matter was debated in council, 
the wifeft part of the miniftry were of my opi¬ 
nion. 

This open bold declaration of mine was fo op- 
polite to the fchemes and politics of his imperial 
majeftv, that he could never forgive me ; he men¬ 
tioned it in a very artful manner at council, where 
I was told that fome of the wifeft appeared, at leaft 
by their filence, to be of my opinion ; but others, 
who were my fecret enemies, could not forbear 
fome expreftions, which by a fide-wind refledled on 
me. And from this time began an intrigue be¬ 
tween his majeftv and a junto of minifters malici- 
oufly bent againft me, which broke out in lefs than 
two* month#, and had like to have ended in my 
utter deftrucHon. Of fo little weight are the 
greateft fcrvices to princes, when put into the 
balance with a refufal to gratify their paflions. 

About three weeks after this exploit, there arriv¬ 
ed a folemn e mb a fly from Blefuicu, with humble 
offers of a peace ; which was foon concluded up¬ 
on 
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on conditions very advantageous to our Emperor, 
wherewith I ihali not trouble the reader. There 
were lix ambaiTadors, with a train of about live 
hundred perfons ; and their entry was very magni¬ 
ficent, iuitable to the grandeur or their matter, and 
the importance of their bufinefs. When their 
treaty was finiflied, wherein i did them ieveral 
good offices by the credit I now had, or at leaft ap¬ 
peared to have at court, their excellencies, who 
were privately told how much I had been their 
friend, made me a vifit in form. They began with 
many compliments upon my valour and generofity, 
invited me to that kingdom in the Emperor their 
matter’s name, and deiired me to lliew them fome 
proofs of my prodigious ftrength, of which they 
had heard lo many wonders ; wherein I readily 
obliged them, but lhail not trouble the reader with 
the particulars. 

When I had for fome time entertained their ex¬ 
cellencies to their infinite fatisfaction and furprife, 
I deiired they would do me the honour to prelent 
my moit humble refpe&s to the Emperor their mal- 
ter, the renown of whofe virtues had fo juftly fill¬ 
ed the whole world with admiration, and whofe 
royal perfon I refolved to attend before I returned 
to my own country : accordingly, the next time I 
had the honour to fee our Emperor, I defired his 
general licence to wait on the Blefufcudian mo¬ 
narch, w'hich he was pleafed to grant me, as I could 
plainly perceive, in a very cold manner ; but could 
notguefs thereafon, till I had a whifper from a cer¬ 
tain perfon, that Flimnap and bolgolam had fepre- 
fented my intercourfe with thofe amb^iiadors as a 
mark of difiafie£tion, from which 1 am fure my 
heart was wholly free. And this w*as the firlt time 
I began to conceive fome imperfect idea of courts 
and minitters. 

It is to be obferved, that thefe ambaiTadors fpoke 
to me by an interpreter, the languages cf both em¬ 
pires 
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pires differing as much from each other as any two 
in Europe, and each nation priding itfelf upon the 
antiquity, beauty, and energy of their own tongues, 
with an avowed contempt for that of their neigh¬ 
bour ; yet our Emperor, {landing upon the advan¬ 
tage he had got by the feizure of their fleet, oblig¬ 
ed them to deliver their credentials, and make their 
fpeech in the Lilliputian tongue. And it muft be 
con felled, that from the great intercourfe of trade 
and commerce between both realms, from the con¬ 
tinual reception of exiles, which is mutual among 
them, and from the cuftom in each empire, to lend 
their young nobility and richer gentry to the other, 
in order to polilh themfelves by feeing the world, 
and underftanding men and manners ; there are 
few perfons of diftin£tion, or merchants, or fea- 
men, who dwell in the maritime parts, but what 
can hold converfation in both tongues ; as I found 
fome weeks after, when I went to pay my refpe&s 
to the Emperor of Blefufcu, which in the midfl: of 
great misfortunes, through the malice of my ene¬ 
mies, proved a very happy adventure to me, as I 
ill all relate in its proper place. 

The reader may remember, that when I figned 
thofe articles upon which I recovered my liberty, 
there were fome which I difliked, upon account of 
their being too fervile, neither could any thing but 
an extreme neccflity have forced me to fubmit. But 
being now a Nardac of the higheft rank in that cm* 
pi re, luch offices were looked upon as below my dig¬ 
nity, and the Emperor (to do him jultice) never once 
mentioned them to me. However, it was not long 
before I lud an opportunity of doing his majefty, 
at lead: as I then thought, a moft fignal fervice. I 
was alarmed at midnight with the cries of many 
hundred people at my door; by which being fud- 
denly awaked, I was in fome kind of terror. I 
heard the word Burglum repeated inceffintly : le- 
veral of the Emperor’s court, making their way 

through 
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through the croud, intreated me to come immedi¬ 
ately to the palace, where her imperial majefty’s 
apartment was on lire, by the carelefnefs of a maid 
of honour, who fell afleep while fhe was reading a 
romance. I got up in an inftant ; and orders be- 
ing given to clear the way before me, and it being 
like wife a moonfhine night, 1 made a Ihift to get to 
the palace without trampling on any of the people. 
I found they had already applied ladders to the 
walls of die apartment, and were well provided 
with buckets, but the water was at fome diftance. 
Thefe buckets were about the fize of a large thim¬ 
ble, and the poor people fupplied me with them as 
fall: as they could: but the dame was fo violent, 
that they did little good. I might eafily have ftifled 
it with my coat, which I unfortunately left behind 
me for hafte, and came away only in my leathern 
jerkin. The cafe feemed wholly defperate and de¬ 
plorable, and this magnificent palace would have 
infallibly been burnt down to the ground, if, by a 
prefence of mind unufual to me, I had not thought 
of an expedient. I had, the evening before, drank 
plentifully of a mod: delicious wine, called Glimi- 
grim, (the Blefufcudians call k Flonec, but ours is 
eiteemed the better fort), which is very diuretic* 
By the luckieft chance in the world I had not dif- 
charged myfelf of any part of it. The heat I had 
contracted by coming very near the flames, and by 
my labouring to qu-ench them, made the wine be¬ 
gin to operate by urine ; which I voided in fuch a 
quantity, and applied fo well to the proper places, 
that in three minutes the fire was wholly extinguifh- 
cd, and the reft of that noble pile, which had coft 
fo many ages in creating, preferved from deftruc* 
tion. 

It was now day-light, and 1 returned to my 
lioufe without waiting to congratulate with the 
Emperor : becaufe, although I had done a very e- 
minent piece of lervice, yet I could not tell how his 
Vol.IV. Z z Majefty 
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Majfifty might refent the manner, by which I had 
performed it: for, by the fundamental laws of tne 
realm, it is capital in any perfon, of what quality 
foever, to make water within the precinfts offthe 
palace. But 1 was a little comforted by a meflage 
from his Majefty, that he would give orders to the 
grand judiciary for paffing my pardon in foim; 
which however I could not obtain. And I was 
privately aftured, that the Emprefs, conceiving the 
greateft abhorrence of what I had done, removed 
to the moft diftant fide of the court, firmly refolv- 
td that tliofe buildings ihould never be repaired for 
her .ufe ; and, in the preience of her chief confi¬ 
dents, could not forbear vowing revenge. 




CHAP. VI. 


©f the inhabitants of Lilliput; their learning, laws, 
u and ciifioms ;■ the manner of educating their children . 
“The author's way of living in that country. His 
vindication of a great lady . 

A LTHOUGH I intend to leave the defcription 
of this empire to a particular treatife, yet in 
the mean time I am content to gratify the curious 
reader with lome general ideas. As the common 
fize of the natives is fomewhat under fix inches 
high, fo there is an e£a<ft proportion in all other a- 
nimals, as well as plants and trees : for inftance, 
the tailed horfes and oxen are between four and 
five inches in height, the llieep an inch and half, 
more or lefs; the geefe about the bignefs of a fpar- 
row, and fo the feveral gradations downwards, till 
you come to the fmalleft, which to my fight were 
almoft invifible ; but nature hath adapted the eyes 
of the Lilliputians to all objects proper for their 

view: 
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view : they fee with great exactnefs, but at no great 
diftance. And, to (hew the (harpnefs of their light 
towards objefts that are near, I have been much 
pleafed widi obferving a cook pulling a lark, which 
was not fo large as a common fly ; and a young 
girl threading an invifible needle with invifible (ilk. 
Their tailed: trees are about ieven feet high: I mean 
lome of thofe in the great royal park, the top? 
whereof I could but juil reach with my lift clench¬ 
ed. The other vegetables are in the dime pro¬ 
portion ; but this I leave to the reader’s imagina¬ 
tion. 

I fhall fay but little at prefent of their learning, 
which for many ages hath flouriflied in all its 
branches among them : but their manner of writ¬ 
ing is very peculiar, being neither from the left to 
the right, like the Europeans; nor from the right 
to the left, like the Arabians ; nor from up to 
down, like the Chinefe; but aflant from one 
corner of the paper to the other, like ladies in 
England. 

They bury their dead with their heads diredlly 
downwards, becaufe they hold an opinion, that in 
eleven thoufand moons they are all to rife again, 
in which period the earth (which they conceive to 
be flat) will turn upfide down, and by this means 
they fhall, at their refurrection, be found ready 
(landing on their feet *. The learned among them 
confefs the abfurdity of this doftrine, but thq 


* Here the author dares even to exert his vein of humour fo liber* 
ally, as to place the refurre&ion, one of the molt encouraging princi¬ 
ples of the Chiiftian religion, in a ridiculous and contemptible light. 
Why (h< u!d that appointment be denied to man or appear fo very ex¬ 
traordinary in the human kind, whi h the Author of nature has il- 
lulfcrated in the vegetable fpecies, where the feed dies and corrupts, 
before i can rife ^gain to new beauty and glory? Orrery. 


Z z 2 


practice 




Part I. 


364 GULLIVER’s TRAVELS. 

practice Rill continues in compliance to the vul¬ 
gar f. 

There are fomc laws and cuftoms in this empire 
very peculiar ; and if they were not fo direftly con¬ 
trary to thofe of iny own dear country, I Ihould 
be tempted to fay a little in their juftification. It is 
only to he wifhed they were as well executed. The 
firft I fhall mention, relates to informers. All 
crimes again ft the Rate are punifhed here with the 
utmoft feverity ; but if the perfon accufed maketh 
his innocence plainly to appear upon Ins trial, the 
accufer is immediately put to an ignominious death ; 
and out of his goods or lands, the innocent perfon 
is quadruply recompenfed for the lofs of his time, 
for the danger he underwent, for the hardfliip of 
his imprifonment, and for all the charges he hath 
been in at making his defence Or if that fund be 
deficient, it is largely fupplied by the crown. The 
Emperor alfo confers on him fome public mark of 
his favour, and proclamation is made of his inno¬ 
cence through the whole city. 

They look upon fraud as a greater crime than 
theft, and therefore feldom fail to punifh it with 

+ This pangraph, if it were examined with judgement and can¬ 
dour, would in-line 11s to believe, that an opinion ot a li e to com is 
connected fo immediately with all our rcafoning faculties, tha’, fm- 
pofing we had never been blefied with any revelation from God, we 
ihould believe the refurre&ion to life eternal. The Lilliputians be¬ 
lieve, that, after eleven thoufand moons, the earth will be turned 
upHie down ; and upon that account thev are buried with thcr heads 
diredtly d wnward , in order to be found ffand.ng upon their feet at 
the day of refurrection : An opini n, which 1 conftf-, with the 
learned among themfelves, to be whimfical and ridicu'cus enough. 
But follies and abfuHities are always mixed with idolatry and fu- 
perftition. The Lilliputians were rank idolaters ; otherwise how' 
could they imagine Gulliver’s watch to be the god that he worfhipped ? 
And therefore I cannot but infer, that inftcad of placing the refur- 
rerflion in a ridiculous contemptible light. Gulliver hath fairlv mani- 
fefted the opinion ot a (fate hereafter (although connected with fome 
vanities and abfurdities, which arc the efi'eds of fuperftiiion) to be 
the ground work of all' religion, founded upon the dear and ftrong 
ci&aics, both of nature and reafon. S'wifi, 

death ; 
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dea h; for they alledge, that care and vigilance. 
With a very common underltanding, may prcferve 
a man’s goods from thieves, but honefty has no 
fence againit i'uperior cunning; and lince it is ne- 
ceffary that there lliould be a perpetual intercourfe 
of buying and felling, and dealing upon credit; 
where fraud is permitted and connived at, or hath, 
no law to punilh it, the honeft dealer is always un¬ 
done, and the knave gets the advantage. I remem¬ 
ber, when I was was once interceding with the king 
rot a cummal, who had wronged his mailer of a 
great fumof money, which he had received by or¬ 
der, and ran away with ; and happening to tell his 
IVIajefty, by way of extenuation, that it was only 
a breach of trull; the Emperor thought it mon- 
hrous in me to offer as a defence, the greateft ag¬ 
gravation of the crime: and truly I had little to 
lay in return, further than the common anfwer, 
that different nations had different cultoms ; for, 
I confefs, I was heartily afliamed *. 

Although we ufually call reward and punilhment 
the two hinges, upon which all government turns, 
yet I could never obferve this maxim to be put in 
practice by any nation, except that of Lilliput. 
Whoever can there bring fufficient proof, that he 
hath ftrictly obferved the laws of his country for 
letenty three moons, hath a claim to certain privi¬ 
leges, according to his quality and condition of 
lire, with a proportionable fum of money out of a 
fund appropriated for that ufe : he likewise acquires 
the title of fnillpall ., or legal, which is added to his 
name, but doth not defeend to his pofteritv. And 
thefe people thought it a prodigious defect of poli¬ 
cy among us, when I told them, that our laws were 
enforced only by penalties, without any mention of 
reward. It is upon this account, that the image of 
jultice in their courts of judicature is formed with 

* An aft of parliament hath been lir.ee paired, bv «hich Come 
Breaches of iruft have been made capital. 

fix 
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fix eyes, two before, as many behind, and on each 
fide one, to fignify circumfpe&ion ; with a bag of 
gold open in her right hand, and a fword flieathed 
in her left, to Ihew lhe is more difpofed to reward 
than to punilh. 

In choofing perfons for all employments^ they 
have more regard to good morals than to great a- 
bilities ; for, lince government is neceftary to man¬ 
kind, they believe that the common fize of human 
underftandings is fitted to fome ftation or other, 
and that providence never intended to make the ma¬ 
nagement of public affairs a myftery, to be compre¬ 
hended only by a few perfons of fublime genius, of 
which there feldom are three born in an age ; but 
they fuppofe truth, juftice, temperance, and the 
like, to be in every man’s power, the practice of 
of which virtues, aftifted by experience and a good 
intention, would qualify any man for the fervice 
his country, except where a courfe of ftudy is re¬ 
quired. But they thought the want of moral vir¬ 
tues were fo far from being fupplied by fuperior en¬ 
dowments of the mind, that employments could 
never be put into fuch dangerous hands as thofe of 
perfons fo qualified ; and at lead:, that the miftakes 
committed by ignorance in a virtuous diipolition, 
would never be of fuch fatal confequence to the 
public weal, as the pra&ices of a man whofe incli¬ 
nations led him to be corrupt, and who had great 
abilities to manage, to multiply, and defend his 
corruptions. 

In like manner, the difbelief of a divine provi¬ 
dence renders a man uncapable of holding any pu¬ 
blic ftation; for, ftnee kings avow themfelves to be 
the deputies of providence, the Lilliputians think no¬ 
thing can be more abfurd, than for a prince to em¬ 
ploy fuch men as difown the authority under which 
lie a&eth. 

In relating thefe and the following laws, 1 would 
only be underftood to mean the original inftitu- 

tions. 
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tions, and not the mod fcandalous corruptions, in- 
to which thefe people are fallen, by the degenerate 
nature of man. For as to that infamous practice 
of acquiring great employments by dancing on the 
ropes, or badges of favour and diffinction by leap¬ 
ing over flicks, and creeping under them, the read¬ 
er is to obferve, that they were firft introduced by 
the grandfather of the Emperor, now reigning, and 
grew to the prefent height by the gradual increafe 
of party and faction. 

Ingratitude is among them a capital crime, as wd 
read it to have been in fome other countries; for 
they reafon thus, thivt whoever makes ill returns to 
his benefactor, mull needs be a common enemy to 
the reft of mankind, from whom he hath received 
no obligation, and therefore fuch a man is not lit 
to live. 

Their notions relating to the duties of parents and 
children, differ extremely from ours. For, fincc 
the conjun&ion of male and female is founded up¬ 
on the great law of nature, in order to propagate 
and continue the fpecies, the Lilliputians will needs 
have it, that men and women are joined together 
like other animals, by the motives of concupilcence; 
and that their tendernefs towards their young, pro¬ 
ceeds from the iike natural principle: for which 
reafon they will never allow, that a child is under 
any obligation to his father for begetting him, or to 
his mother for bringing him into the world, which, 
confldering the milerics of human life, was neither 
a benefit in itfelf, nor intended fo by his parents, 
whole thoughts in their love-encounters were other- 
wile employed. Upon thefe, and the like reafomngs, 
their opinion is, that parents are the laff of all o- 
thers to be trufted with the education of their own 
children : and therefore they have in every town 
public nurferies, where all parents, except cotta¬ 
gers and labourers, are obliged to lend their infants 
of both fexes to be reared and educatecl.Nvhen they 

come 
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come to the age of twenty moons, at which time 
they are fuppofed to havefome rudiments of docili¬ 
ty. Thefe fchools are of feveral kinds, diked to 
different qualities, and to both lexes. They have 
certain profeffors well {killed in preparing children 
for fuch a condition of life as befits the rank of 
their parents, and their own capacities as well as 
inclinations. I {hall firft fay fomething of the male 
nurferies, and then of the female. 

The nurferies for males of noble or eminent 
birth, are provided with grave and learned profel- 
fors, and their feveral deputies. The clothes and 
food of the children are plain and f mple. They 
are bred up in the principles of honour, judice, 
courage, modedy, clemency, religion, and love of 
their country ; they are always employed in fome 
bufinefs, except in the times of eating and fleeping, 
which are very fhort, and two hours for diverlions, 
confiding of bodily exercifes. They are dreffedbv 
men till four years of age, and then are obliged to 
ch efs themfelves, although their quality be ever fo 
great ; and the women attendants, who are aged 
proportionablyto ours at fifty, perform only the mod: 
menial offices. They are never differed to converfe 
with fervants. but go together in fmaller or great¬ 
er numbers to take their diverfions, and always in 
the prefence of a profeffor, or one of his deputies ; 
whereby they avoid thofe early bad imprefiions of 
folly and vice, to which our children are fubje<d. 
Their parents are differed to fee them only twice a- 
year; the vifit is to lad but an hour ; they are al¬ 
lowed to kifs the child at meeting and parting: but 
a profeffor, who always dands by on thofe occa- 
fions, will not differ them to whifper, or ufe any 
fondling expreffions, or bring any prefects of toys, 
fweetmeats, and the like. 

The penfion from each family for the education 
and entertainment of a child, upon failure of due 
pavment, is levied by the Emperor’s officers. 

The 
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The nurferies for children of ordinary gentle¬ 
men, merchants, traders, and handicrafts, are ma¬ 
naged proportionally after the fame manner ; only 
thofe ddlgned for trades are put out apprentices at 
eleven years old, whereas thofe of perlons of qua¬ 
lity continue their exercifes till fifteeen, which an- 
iwers to twenty-one with us : but the confinement 
is gradually letfened for the laft three years. 

In the female nurferies, the young girls of quali¬ 
ty are educated much like the males, only they are 
dreffed by orderly fervants of their own fex ; but 
always in the prefence of a profefior or deputy, till 
they come to drefs themlelves, which is at five years 
old. And if it be found, that thefe nurfes ever 
prefurne to entertain the girls with frightful or fool- 
i(h ftories, or the common follies pradlifed by 
chamber-maids among us, they are publicly whipped 
thrice about the city, imprifoned for a year, and 
baniihed for life to the moll deiblate part of the 
country. Thus the young ladies there are as much 
afhamed of being cowards and fools, as the men, 
and defpife all perfonal ornaments beyond decency 
and cleanlinels : neither did I perceive any differ¬ 
ence in their education, made by their difference of 
lex, only that the exercifes of the females were not 
altogether fo robufi:; and that feme rules were gi¬ 
ven them relating to domeftic life, and a fmaller 
compafs of learning was enjoined them : for their 
maxim is, that among people of quality, a wife 
lhould be always a reafonable and agreeable com¬ 
panion, becaufe ihe cannot always be young. When 
the girls are twelve years old, which among them is 
the marriageable age, their parents or guardians take 
them home with great exprefiions of gratitude to 
the profefiors, and feldom without tears of the 
young lady and her companions. 

In the nurferies of females of the meaner fort, the 
children are infixucled in all kinds of works proper 
for their fex, and their leveral degrees ; thofe in- 
Vo l. IV. 3 A tended 
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tended for apprentices are Jifmifled at feven years 
old, the reft are kept to eleven. 

The meaner families, who have children at thefe 
nurfcrics, are obliged, belides their annual pen- 
ilon, which is as low as poftiblc, to return to the 
Reward of the nurfery, a iinall monthly fhare of 
their gettings, to be a portion for the child ; and 
therefore all parents are limited in their expencesby 
the law. For the Lilliputians think nothing can 
be more unjuft, than for people, in fubfervience 
' to their own appetites, to bring children into the 
world, and leave the burden of fupporting them 
on the public. As to perfons of quality, they give 
fecurity to appropriate a certain fum for each child, 
fuitable to their condition ; and thefe funds are al¬ 
ways managed with good liuibandry, and the moft 
exaff juftice. 

The cottagers and labourers keep their children 
at home, their buftnefs being only to till and culti¬ 
vate the earth, and therefore their education is of 
little conlequence to the public; but the old and 
difeafed among them are fupported by hofpitals : 
for begging is a trade unknown in this empire. 

And here it may perhaps divert the curious read¬ 
er to give fome account of my domeftics, and my 
manner of living in this country, during the refi- 
dence of nine months and thirteen days. Having 
a head mechanically turned, and being likewife 
forced by neceflity, I had made for myfelf a table 
and chair, convenient enough, out of the largeft 
trees in the royal park. Two hundred fempftrefles 
were employed to make me Hurts, aqd linen for 
my bed and table, all of the ftrongeft and coarfeft 
kinds they could get; which however they were 
forced to quilt together in feveral folds, for the 
thickeft was fome degrees liner than lawn. Their 
linen is ufually three inches wide, and three feet 
make a piece. The fempftrefles took my meafure 
as I lay on the ground, one Handing at my neck 

and 
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and another at my mid-leg, with a ftrong cord ex¬ 
tended, that each held by the end, while a third 
meafured the length of the cord with a rule of an 
inch long. Then they meafured my thumb, and 
defired no more ; for by a mathematical compu 
tation, that twice round the thumb is once round 
the wrift, and lb on to the neck and waift, and by 
the help of my old Ihirt, which I displayed on the 
ground before them for a pattern, they fitted me 
exactly. Three hundred taylors were employed in 
the fame manner to make my clothes ; but they 
had another contrivance for taking my meafure. 

I kneeled down, and they raifed a ladder from the 
ground to my neck ; upon this ladder one of them 
mounted, and let fall a plum-line from my collar to 
the door, which juft anfwered the length of my 
coat; but my waift and arms I meafured myfelt. 
When my clothes were dnifhed, which was done 
in my houfc (for the largeftof theirs would not have 
been able to hold them) they looked like the patch- 
work made by the ladies in England, only thatmine 
were all of a colour. 

I had three hundred cooks to drefs my victuals 
in little convenient huts built about my houfe, where 
they and their families lived and prepared me two 
difhes apiece. I took up twenty waiters in my hand, 
and placed them on the table; an hundred more 
attended below on the ground, fome with difhes of 
meat, and fome with barrels of wine, and other li¬ 
quors, flung on their fhoulders; all which the 
waiters above drew up, as I wanted, in a very in¬ 
genious manner by certain cords, as we draw the 
bucket up a well, in Europe. Adifh of their meat 
was a good mouthful, and a barrel of their liquor a 
reafonable draught. Their mutton yields to ours, 
but their beef is excellent. I have had a firloin fo 
large, that I have been forced to make three bits of 
it; but this is rare. My fervants wereaftonifhed to 
fee me eat it, bones and all, as in our country we 
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do the leg of a lark. Their geefe and turkies I u- 
i'ually eat at a mouthful, and I mu ft confefs, they 
far exceed ours. Of their (mailer fowl I could take 
up twenty or thirty at the end of my knife. 

One day his Imperial Majefty, being informed 
of my way of living, defired that himfelf and his 
royal confort, with the young princes of the blood 
of both foxes, might have the liappinefs (as he was 
pleafed to call it) of dining with me. They came 
accordingly, and I placed them in chairs of Rate up¬ 
on my table, juft over againft me, with their guards 
about them. Flimnap, the lord high treasurer, at¬ 
tended there likewife with his white ltaff ; and I ©b- 
fervedhe often looked on me with a four countenance* 
which I would not feem to regard, but eat more 
than ufual, in honour to my dear country, as well 
as to fill the court with admiration. I have fome 
private reafons to believe, that this, viftt from his 
Majefty gave Flimnap an opportunity of doing me 
ill offices to his matter. That minifter had always 
been my fee ret enemy, though he outwardly carefl- 
ed more than was ufual to the morofenefs of his 
nature. He reprefented to the Emperor the low con¬ 
dition of his treafury ; that he was forced to take up 
money at great difeount; that exchequer bills would 
not circulate under nine per cent . below par ; that 
I had coft his Majefty above a million and a half of 
fprugs (their greateft gold coin, about the bigneis 
of a fpangle) and upon the whole, that it would 
be advifeable in the Emperor to take the firft fair 
occafion cf dilmiffing me. 

I am here obliged to vindicate the reputation of 
an excellent lady, who was an innocent fufferer up¬ 
on my account. The treafurer took a fancy to be 
jealous of his wife, from the malice of fome evil 
tongues, who informed him that her grace had ta¬ 
ken a violent affection for my perfon ; and the 
court-fcandal ran for fome time, that fhe once came 
privately to my lodging. This I folcmnly declare 

to 
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to be a moft infamous fall eh o oil, without any 
grounds, further than that her grace was pleafed to 
treat me with all innocent marks of freedom and 
frienrilhip. I own lhe came often to my houfe, but 
always publicly, nor ever without three more in 
the coach, who were ufually her lifter and young 
daughter, and fome particular acquaintance ; but 
this was common to many otherladies of the court. 
And I appeal to my fervants round, whether they 
at any time law a coach at my door, without know¬ 
ing what perlons were in it. On thefe occaiions, 
when a lervant had given me notice, my cuftom was 
to go immediately to the door; and, after paying 
my rcfpe&s, to take up the coach and two horfes 
very carefully in my hands (for, if there were lix 
lioifes, the poitilion always unharnefled four) and 
placed them on a cable, where I had fixed a move- 
able rim, quite round, of five inches high, to pre¬ 
vent accidents. And 1 had often four coaches and 
horfes at on my table, full of company, while I fat 
in my chair, leaning my face towards them ; and, 
when I was engaged with one fet, the coachmen 
would gently drive the others round my table. I 
have patTed many an afternoon very agreeably in 
thefe converlations. But 1 defy the treafurer, or his 
two informers, (I will name them, and let them make 
their beft of it) C uftril and Drunlo, to prove that 
any perfon ever came to me /> cog. nio, except the 
fecretary Pieldrefal, who was fent by txprefs com¬ 
mand of his imperial Majefty, as I have before related. 
I ihould not have dwelt fo long upon this particu¬ 
lar, if it it had not been a point wherein the repu¬ 
tation of a great lady is fo nearly concerned, to fay 
nothing of my own, though I then had the honour 
to be a Nardac , which the treafu er himfclf is not; 
for all the world knows, that he is only a Glum- 
glum , a title inferior by one degree, as that of a 
Marquis is toaDuke in England ; yet I allow he pre¬ 
ceded me in right of his port. Thefe falfe informa¬ 
tions, 
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tions, which I afterwards came to the knowledge 
of by an accident not proper to mention, made the 
treasurer fhew his lady for fome time an ill counte- 
nance$ and me a worfe ; and although he was at laft 
undeceived and reconciled to her, yet I loft all cre¬ 
dit with him, and found my intereft decline very 
fail-with the Emperor himfelf, who was indeed too 
much governed by that favourite: 

CHAP. VII. 

The dttih'r, being informed of a defgn to accufe him 
of high-treafoil , maketh his efcape to Ulefufcu . Bis 
reception there . 

B EFORE I procced to give an account of my 
leaving this kingdom, it may be proper to 
inform the reader of a private intr igue, which had 
been for two months forming againft me, 

I had been hitherto all my life a ft ranger to courts, 
for which I was unqualified by the meannefs of 
my condition. I had indeed heard and read enough 
of the difpolitions of great princes and minifters ; 
but never expected to have found fucli terrible ef- 
fedls of them in fo remote a country, governed, as 
I thought, by very different maxims from thofe in 
Europe. 

When I was juft preparing to pay my attendance 
on the Emperor of Blefufcu, a confiderable perfon 
at court (to whom I had been very ferviceable at a 
time, when he lay under the higheft difpleafure of 
his imperial Majefty) came to my houfe very pri¬ 
vately at night in a clofe chair, and, without fend¬ 
ing his name, defired admittance : the chairmen 
were difmified : I put the chair, with his lordfhip 
in it, into my coat-pocket; and, giving orders to a 
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trufty fervant to fay T was indifpofed and gone to 
fleep, I fattened the door of my houfe, placed the 
chair on the table, according to my ufual cuftom, 
and fat down by it. After the common falutations 
were over, observing his Lordihip’s countenance 
full of concern, and inquiring into the reafon, he 
defired I would hear him with patience in a matter, 
that highly concerned my honour and my life. His 
lpeech was to the following effect, for I took notes 
of it as foon as he left me. 

You are to know, faid he, that feveral committees 
of council have been lately called inthemoft private 
manner on your account ; and it is but two days 
ilnce hisMajefty came to a full refolution. 

You are very fenilble, that Skyrifh Bolgolam 
(galbet y or high-admiral) hath been your mortal e- 
nemy almoft ever fincc vour arrival : his original 
reafons 1 know not ; but his hatred is increafed 
fince your great fuccefs againft Blefufcu, by which 
his glory, as admiral, is much obfcured. This lord, 
in conjunction with Flimnap, the high-treafurer, 
whofe enmity againft you is notorious on account 
of his lady. Limtoc the general, Lalcon the cham¬ 
berlain, and Balmuff the grand jufticiary, have pre¬ 
pared articles of impeachment againft you for trea¬ 
son, and other capital crimes. 

This preface made me fo impatient, being con- 
feious of my own merits and innocence, that I was 
going to interrupt ; when he intreated me to be fi- 
lent, and thus proceeded. 

Out of gratitude for the favours you have done me, 
I procured information of the whole proceedings, 
and a copy of the articles ; wherein I venture my 
head for your fervice. 


Articles 
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Articles of impeachment again/I Quinbus Flejlrin , the 
man-mountain. 

ARTICLE I. 

Whereas, by a ftatute made in the reign of his 
imperial Majefty Calen Deffar Plune, it is enacted, 
that whoever fhali make water within the precin&s 
of the royal palace, Ihall be liable to the pains and 
penalties of high-treafon : notwithftanding the faid 
Quinbas Fleftrin, in open breach of the faid law, 
under colour of extinguilhing the fire kindled in 
the apartment of his Majefty’s moft dear imperial 
confort, did malicioufly, traiteroufly, and deviJifli- 
ly, by difcharge of his urine, put out the faid fire 
kindled in the faid appartment, lying and being 
within the precincts of the faid royal palace, againft 
the ftatute in that cafe provided, againft the 
duty, &c. 

ARTICLE II. 

That the faid Quinbus Fleftrin having brought 
the imperial fleet of Blefufcu into the royal port, 
and being afterwards commanded by his imperial 
Majefty to feize all the other (hips of the faid em¬ 
pire of Blefufcu, and reduce that empire to a pro¬ 
vince to be governed by a viceroy from hence, and 
to deftroy and put to death, not only all the Big- 
endian exiles, but likewife all the people of that em¬ 
pire, who would not immediately forfake the Big- 
endian herefy ; he, the laid Fleftrin, like a falfe trai¬ 
tor againft his moft aufpicious, ferene, imperial 
Majefty, did petition to be excufed from the faid 
fervice, upon pretence of unwillingnefs to force the 
confluences, or deftroy the liberties and lives of an 
innocent people *. 

A R- 

# A lawyer thinks himfclf honcft if he (Joes the beft he can for 
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ARTICLE III, 

That, whereas certain ambafladors arrived from 
the court of Blefufcu to fue for peace in his Majefty's 
court, he, the faid Flellrin, did, like a falfe trai¬ 
tor, aid, abet, comfort, and divert the faid am- 
baffadors, although he knew them to be fervants to 
a prince, who was lately an open enemy to his im¬ 
perial Majefty, and in open war againft his Laid Ma¬ 
jefty. 


ARTICLE IV. 

That the laid Quinbus Fleftrin, contrary t q the 
duty of a faithful fubject, is now preparing to make 
a voyage to the court and empire of Blefufcu, for 
which he hath received only verbal licence from his 
imperial Majesty ; and under colour of the faid li¬ 
cence, doth fallely and traiteroufly intend to take 
the faid voyage, and thereby to aid, comfort, and 
abet, the Emperor of Blefufcu, fo late an enemy 
and in open war with his imperial Majefty afore fa id* 

There are fome other articles, but thefe are the 
moll important, of which I have read you an ab- 
ftraft. 

In the feveral debates upon this impeachment it 
mull be confeifed, that his Majefty gave many marks 
of his great lenity 7 , often urging the fervices you 
had done him, and endeavouring to extenuate your 
crimes. The -treafurer and admiral infifted, that 
you fhould be put to the moft painful and ignomi¬ 
nious peath, by letting hre on your houfe at night, 
and the general was to attend with twenty thoufand 


his client; and a fhtefman, it he promotes rhe intereft of h>s coun¬ 
try: but the Dean here inculcates an higher notion of righfc and 
wrong, and obligations to a larger community. 

Vol.IV. 3 B 


nnes 







37 s GULLIVERS TRAVELS. Part L 

men armed with poifoned arrows, to ihoot you on 
the face and hands. Some of your fervants were 
to have private orders to ftrew a poifonous juice on 
your fhirts and fheets, which would loon make you 
tear your own flefh, and die in the utmoft torture. 
The general came into the fame opinion ; fo that 
for a long time there was a majority againft you : 
but his Majefty refolving, if poffible, to fpare your 
life, at laft brought off the chamberlain. 

Upon this incident, Pveldrefal, principal fecretary 
for private affairs, who always approved himfelf 
your true friend, was commanded by the Emperor 
to deliver his opinion, which he accordingly did ; 
and therein juftified the good thoughts you have of 
him. He allowed your crimes to be.great, but that 
frill there was room for mercy, the meff commend¬ 
able virtue in a prince, and for which his Majefty 
was fo juftly celebrated. He faid, the friend (hip 
between you and him was fo well known to the 
world, that perhaps the molt honourable board 
might think him partial : however, in obedience to 
the command he had received, he would freely 
offer his fentiments. That if his Majefty, in con- 
iideration of your fervices, and purfuant to his 
own merciful difpofition, would pleafe to fpare 
your life, and only give orders to put out both your 
eyes, he humbly conceived, that by this expedient 
juflice might in fome meafure be fatisiied, and all 
the world would applaud the lenity of the Empe¬ 
ror; as well as the fair and generous proceedings of 
thofe who have the honour to be his counfeilors. 
That the lofs of your eyes would be no impedi¬ 
ment to your bodily ftrength, by which you might 
flill be ufeful to his Majehy : that blindnefs is an 
addition to courage, by concealing dangers from 
us ; that the fear you had for your eyes was the 
greateft difficulty you had in bringing over the ene¬ 
mies fleet ; and it would be fufficient for you to fee 

by 
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by the eyes of the minifters, fince the greateft 
.princes do no more. 

This propofal was received with the utmoft dif- 
approbation by the whole board. Bolgolam the 
admiral could not preferve his temper ; but rifing 
up in fury laid, he wondered how the fecretary 
durft prefume to give his opinion for preferving 
the life of a traitor : that the fervices you had per¬ 
formed were, by all true reafons of If ate, the great 
aggravation of your crimes; that you, who was 
able to extinguilh the fire by difcharge of urine in 
her Majefty’s apartment, (which he mentioned with 
horror), might, at another time, raife an inunda¬ 
tion by the fame means to drown the whole palace; 
and the fame ftrength which enabled you to bring 
over the enemies fleet, might ferve, upon the firft 
difcontent, to carry it back : that he had good rea¬ 
fons to think you were a Big-endian in your heart; 
and as treafon begins in the heart, before it appears 
in overt-acts, io he accufed you as a traitor on that 
account, and therefore infifted you fliould be put 
to death. 

The treafurer was of the fame opinion: he fliew- 
ed to what ftraits his Majefty’s revenue was redu¬ 
ced, by the charge of maintaining you, which 
would loon grow infupportablet that tlmiecietary s 
expedient of putting out your eves was io fai from 
being a remedy againft this evil, that it would pro¬ 
bably increale it, as is manifelf from the common 
practice of blinding fome kind of fowl, after which 
they fed the falter, and grew fooner fat: that his 
facred Majeity and the council, who are your judges, 
were in their own confidences fully convinced oi 
your guilt, which was a fufficient argument to con¬ 
demn vou to death, without the formal proofs re¬ 
quired by the ftrift letter of the law *. 

* ' But 

• There is fomethins fo odious in whatever is wrong, that even 
thorn whom i: does not fubject to punishment, endeavour to co.our >t 
* " B 2 WltB 
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But his imperial Maj-efty, fully determined againft 
capital punifhment, was gracioufly pie a fed to lay, 
that lince the council thought the lofs of your eyes 
too eafy a cenfure, fome other may be inflidted 
hereafter. And your friend, the fecretary, hum¬ 
bly defiring to be heard again, in anlwer to what 
the treafurer had objected concerning the great 
charge his Majefty was at in maintaining you, faid r 
that his Excellency, who had the foie dilpofal of 
the Emperor’s- revenue, might eaiily provide againft 
that evil, by gradually lelFening your eftablifhment ;• 
by which, for want of fufficient food, you would 
grow weak and faint, and lofe vour appetite, and 
confumc in a few months ; neither would the french 
of your car cafe be then fo dangerous, when it 
ihould become more than half diminifhed ; and 
immediately upon your death, five or fix thoufand 
of his Majefty*s fubjedls might in two or three days 
cut your flefh from your bones, take it away by 
cart-loads, and bury it in diftant parts to prevent 
infection, leaving the lkeleton as a monument of 
admiration to pofterity. 

Thus, by the great friendship of the fecretary, the 
whole affair was compromifed. It was ftridtly en¬ 
joined, that the project of itarving you by degrees 
fhould be kept a fecret, but the fentence of putting 
out your eyes was entered on the books; none dif¬ 
fering except Bolgolam the admiral, who, being 
a creature of the Emprefs, was perpetually infti- 
gatcd by her Majefty to infift upon your death, lhe 
having borne perpetual malice againft you on ac¬ 
count of that infamous and illegal method you took 
to extinguilh the fire in her apartment. 


with an appearance of right; but the attempt >s always unfiKCcfsful, 
and only betrays a confcioufncL of deformity, by {hewing a defire to 
hide it. Thus the Lilliputian court pretended a right to difpenf? 
with the firift letter of the law to put Gulliver to death, though by 
the ftri£l letter of the law only he could be convicted of a crime; 
the intention of the tlatnte not being to fuffer the palace lather to be 
burnt, than pilled upon. 


In 
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In three days, your friend the fecretary will be 
directed to come to your houfe, and read before 
you the articles of impeachment ; and then to fig 
nify the great lenity and favour of his Majefty and 
council, whereby you are only condemned to the 
lofs of your eyes, which his Majefty doth not que- 
ftion you will gratefully and humbly fubmit to ; 
and twenty of his Majefty’s furgeons will attend, in 
order to fee the operation well performed, by dil- 
charging very fharp-pointed arrows into the balls of 
your eyes, as you lie on the ground. 

I leave to your prudence what meafures you will 
take; and, to avoid fufpicion, I muft immediately 
return, in as private a manner as I came. 

His Lordfhip did fo, and I remained alone under 
many doubts and perplexities of mind. 

It was a cuftom, introduced by this prince and 
his miniftry, (very different, as^ l have been 
allured, from the practices of former times), 
that after the court had decreed any cruel execu¬ 
tion, either to gratify the monarch’s refentment, or 
the malice of a favourite, the Emperor always made 
a fpeech to his whole council, expreffing his great 
lenitv and tendernefs, as qualities known and con- 
feffed bv all die world. This fpeech was immedi¬ 
ately publiflied through the kingdom ; nor did any 
thing terrify the people fo much as thole encomi- 
ums on his Majefty’s mercy; becaufe it was obferv- 
ed, that, the more thefe praifes were enlarged and 
inlifted on, the more inhuman was the punilhment, 
and the fufferer more innocent. Yet, as to myfelf, 
I mil ft confefs, having never been defigned for a 
courtier, either by my birth or education, I was fo 
ill a judge of things, that I could not difcover the 
lenity and favour of this fentencc, but conceived 
it (perhaps erroneoufly) rather to be rigorous than 
gentle. I fometimes thought of ftanding my trial; 
for although I could not deny the fads alledged in 
the feveral articles, yet I hoped they would admit 
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of forae extenuation. But having in my life pcr- 
ufed many hate-trials, which I ever obfervecl to 
terminate as the judges thought fit to dire#, I durft 
not rely on lo dangerous a decifion, in lo critical 
a juncture, and again!! luch powerful enemies. 
Once I was ftrongly bent upon refinance, for, while 
I had liberty, the whole itrength of that empire 
could hardly fubdue me, and I might ealily with 
itones pelt the metropolis to pieces; but I loon re¬ 
jected that proje# with horror, by remembering 
the oath 1 had made to the Emperor, the favours 
I received from him, and the high title of Nardac 
he conferred upon me Neither had I fo foon 
learned the gratitude of courtiers, to perfuade my¬ 
felf, that his Majefty’s prelent feverkks acquitted 
me of all paft obligations. 

At la it 1 fixed upon a refolution, for which it is 
probable I may incur fome cenfure, and not unjult- 
3y . for, I confefs, I owe the prefer ring mine eyes, 
and confequently my liberty, to my own great ralli- 
nefs, and want of experience; becaufe, if I had 
than known the nature of princes and minifters, 
which I have fince obferved in many other courts, 
and their methods of treating criminals, lefs ob¬ 
noxious than myfelf, I fhould with great alacrity 
and readinefs have fubmitted to lb eafy a punifli- 
ment. But, hurried on by the precipitancy of 
youth, and having his Imperial Majefty’s licence 
to pay my attendance upon the Emperor of Ble- 
fufeu, I took this opportunity, before the three 
days were elapfed, to fend a letter to my friend the 
feeretary, fignifying my refolution of letting out 
that morning for Blefulcu, purfuant to the leave I 
had got; and, without waiting for an anfwer, I 
went to that ftde of the illand where our fleet lay. 
I feized a large man of war, tied a cable to the 
prow, and, lifting up the anchors, I ftript myfelf, 
put my cloaths (together with my coverlet, which 1 
carried under my arm) into the veflel, and drawing 

it 
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it after me, between wading and fwimmmg arrived 
at the royal port of Blefuicu, where the people had 
long expected me ; they lent me two guides to di¬ 
rect me to the capital city, which is of the lame 
name. I held them in my hands, till I came with¬ 
in two hundred yards of the gate, and deiired 
them to fignify my arrival to one of the feeretaries, 
arid let him know I there waited his Majefty’s com¬ 
mand. I had an anfwer in about an hour, that 
his Majefty, attended by the royal family and great 
officers of the court, was coming out to receive 
me. I advanced a hundred yards. The Emperor 
and his train alighted from their holies, the Em- 
prefs and ladies from their coaches, and I did not 
perceive they were in any fright or concern. I lay 
on the ground to kifs his Majefty’s and the Em- 
prefs’s hand. I told his Majefty that I was come, 
according to my promife, and with the licence of 
the Emperor my mafter, to have the honour of 
feeing fo mighty a monarch, and to offer him any 
fervice in my power, conftftant with my duty to 
my own prince ; not mentioning a word of my dii- 
grace, becaufe I had hitherto no regular informa¬ 
tion of it, and might fuppofe myfeif wholly igno¬ 
rant of any fuch defign ; neither could I reafona- 
blv conceive, that the Emperor would difeover the 
fecret, while I was out of his power; wherein how¬ 
ever it loon appeared I was deceived. 

I ffiall not trouble the reader with the particular 
account of my reception at this court, which was 
fuitable to the generoftty of fo great a prince ; nor 
of the difficulties I was in for want of a houfe and 
bed, being forced to lie on the ground, wrapt up 
in my coverlet. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The author , by a lucky accident , finds means to leave 
Blefufcu ; and, after feme difficulties , returns fafie 
to his native country . 

T HREE days after my arrival, walking out of 
curiofity to the north-eaft coaft of the ifland, 
I obierved about half a league off, in the fea, fome^ 
what that looked like a boat overturned. I pulled 
off my fhoes and {lockings, and, wading two or 
three hundred yards, I found the objettt to approach 
nearer by force of the tide ; and then plainly faw 
it to be a real boat, which I fuppofed might, by 
fome temped:, have been driven from a iliip : where¬ 
upon I returned immediately towards the city, and 
dclired his Imperial Majefty to lend me twenty of 
the tailed veffels he had, left, after the lofs of his 
fleet, and three thoufand feamen, tinder the com¬ 
mand of his vice-admiral. This fleet failed round, 
while I went back the ihorted way to the coad, 
where I fird difeovered the boat; I found the tide 
had driven it dill nearer. The feamen were all 
provided with cordage, which I had beforehand 
twided to a fufficient drength. When the fhips 
came up, I dript mvfelf, and waded till I came 
within an hundred yards of the boat, after which 
I was forced*to fwim till I got up to it. The fea- 
men threw me the end of the cord, which I fatten¬ 
ed to a hole in the fore-part of the boat, and the 
other end to a man of war : but I found all my la¬ 
bour to little purpoie ; for, being out of my depth, 
I was not able to work. In this neceffity, I was for¬ 
ced to fwim behind, and pufli the boat forwards as 
often as I could, with one of my hands ; and, the 

tide 
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thrown a veflel in my wav T W1<? a 

se° f my , ' di,,u,ion - Md «> »of,o f s 

p»™« r„™,™°Lr' e , d haT 7 iC - 

<vhid, the CO,,,-,, impatient to have m”e " L“ 
readily contributed. Five hunA^A i g ’ ver y 

isipssis 

down fome of the larged'^bei-t^^^^l 

Mtfeftv^d 610 1 WaS howeTCr much affifted by his 
fln^A- IJup-carpenters, who helped me in 
fmoothmg them after I had done the rough work 
In about a month, when all was prepared I 

Ste ltS™ T, «»n*, and',i 

came of Ihe p.Sce TKo”"'' ,*"% 

t • * v jpaiace , 1 lay down on mv face rn 

ttfshtshand which he very gracioully garo me 

hi il A TJ- e ^mprcfs, an d young princes of the 
h ood. HtsjMajeftvptefcnted mettlh jo pi of 

or° ar&hl^T TT ,0 Z‘"' n »i'hto“i°: 

one of nS 1 gdl ’ , Whlch 1 P ut immediately into 
1 y S loves ro ^ ee P * ( from being hurt The 

Zm-T " T Jm,re i Vo 

trouble the reader with at this time y 

I ftored the boat with thecarcafes of an hundred 
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drefled, as four hundred cooks could provide. I 
took with me iix cows and two bulls alive, with as 
many ews and rams, intending to carry them into 
my own country, and propagate the breed. And 
to feed them on board. I had a good bundle of 
hay, and a bag of corn. I would gladly have taken 
a dozen of the natives, but this was a thing the Em¬ 
peror would by no means permit ; and, befides 
a diligent fearch into my pockets, his Majefty en¬ 
gaged my honour not to carry away any of his fub- 
jecls, although with their own confent and de- 
lire. 

Having thus prepared all things as well as I was 
able, I fet fail on the 24th day of September 1701, 
at fix in the morning; and when I had gone about 
four leagues to the northward, the wind being at 
fouth-eafl, at lix in the evening I deferied a fmall 
ifland about half a mile to the north-weft. I ad¬ 
vanced forward, and caft anchor on the lee-fide of 
the ifland, which feemed to be uninhabited, I then 
took fome refrefhment, and went to my reft. I 
flept well, and as I conjecture, at leaft fix hours, 
for I found the day broke in two hours after I a- 
■waked. It was a clear night. I eat my breakfaft 
before the fun was up ; and heaving anchor, the 
wind being favourable, I fleered the fame courfc 
that I had done the day before, wherein I was di¬ 
rected by my pocket-compafs. My intention was 
to reach, if poflible, one of thofe ifland which I 
had reafon to believe lay to the north-eaft of Van 
Diemen’s land. I difeovered nothing all that day ; 
but upon the next, about three in the afternoon, 
when 1 had, by my computation, made twenty-four 
leagues from Blefufcu, I deferied a fail fleering to 
the fouth-eaft ; my courfe was due eaft, I hailed 
her, but could get no anfwer; yet I found I gain¬ 
ed upon her, for the wind flacked. I made all the 
fail I could, and in half an hour Ihe fpied me, then 
hung out her antient, and difeharged a gun. It is 

not. 

















not eafy to exprefs the joy I was in upon the unex¬ 
pected hope of once more feeing my beloved coun- 

fl 7 rV an Vt e d n pled?es 1 Ieft in «• Thelhip 
fi ^ ken f d r her fa * S ’ and 1 came U P with her between 
five and fix m the evening, Septembr 26; but mv 
heait leapt within me to fee her Englilh colours^ 
I put my cows and lheep into my coat pockets and" 
got on board with all n!y little /argo o? provhio DS 
he vefiel was an Englilh merchant-man returning 
fiom Japan, by the North and South-feas- thf 
captain Mr. John Biddel of Deptford, a very civil 

Sri / n eX , Cellent £ ailor * We "ere now in the 
latitude of 30 degrees fouth, there were about lift T 

men in the fhip, and here I met an old comrade 
o mine, one Peter Williams, who gave me a good 
character to the captam. This gentleman treated 
me with kindnels, and defired 1 would let him 
know what place I came from Lit, and whither I 
was bound ; which I did in few words, but he 
thought I was raving, and that the dangers I had 
underwent had dilhirbed my head; whereupon I 
took my black cattle and lheep out of my pocket 
which, after great afionilhmcnt, clearly convinced 
him of my veracity. I then fhewed him the gold gi- 
by the Emperor of Blefufcu, together with 
Jus Majefty s picture at full length, and fome other 
ran ties of that country. I gave him two purfcs of 
two Hundred fprugs each, and promifed, when we 
arrived in England, to make him a prefent of a 
tow and a lheep big with young. 

I lhall not trouble the reader with a particular 
account or this voyage, which was very profperous 
for the mod: part. We arrived in the Downs on 
the 13th of April 1702. I had only one misfor¬ 
tune, that the rats on board carried away one of 
my lheep ; I found her bones in a hole, picked 
dean from the flelh. The reft of my cattle I get 
afe alhore, and fet them a grazing in a bowlinr- 

<r rv*e»n 'it ...i_ .i ° - 5 
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made them feed very KeartUy^^ 0 ^S^ T as 

•ways feared the contrary gather con , f ^ * 

have preferved them ™ tefole ofhis beft bif- d 
captain had not allowe aud mingled with ^ 

el, «l,-ch rubbed “"^8, , imc I > 

water, was.thctr confta.it fo • # tMlfl<toab u pt „. 
continued in 1’ngland, nerfons of quality, 

lit by fliewing my cattle to m, y P 1 d J oyage , 
and others; and befove I began my s;ncc my lalt 

manufacture, ft, 

the finenefsof the Reeces an d fami- 

I flayed Kit two months w th my ' . 

lr« f- «* ift£ 

countries would lUirtr wife, and 

I left fifteen hundred P oi m Kedritf. My re¬ 
fixed her in a good \ou < in monC y and 

foaming flock I carne w > ‘ ve m y fortune, 

part in goods, in hop ^ • land. 

My eldeft uncle John had left: me anelta ^ . and { 

near lipping, of about ““^^11 in Fetter-lane, 
had a long leaf, or t ‘ . p t h at I was not 

which yielded me as much more. ^ par ifh. 

ftcond part of my travels. 
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